
DESIGN AND ACCESS STATEMENT – BEER MENS’ SHED PROPOSAL, CHURCHYARD OF ST 
MICHAEL, BEER 
 
 
FEATURES OF THE SITE 
 
The churchyard of the Church of St Michael is on Fore Street, the main street through the village of 
Beer.  The frontage of the church is set back approximately 9m from the public footpath that borders 
the eastern side of Fore Street.  There is no vehicular access to the churchyard.   
 
The churchyard to the north of the church is laid with tarmac and a wooden shed is located in that 
area.  A small pedestrian gate gives onto Church Hill.  A high stone wall separates the churchyard from 
Church Hill, a very steep and unfrequented narrow roadway that is generally only used by 
pedestrians. 
 
The churchyard to the west of the church is largely laid to garden with beds, flowers, shrubs and small 
trees.  The forecourt area directly in front of the church is laid with tarmac, with pedestrian access to 
the church from steps to the west that give onto the Fore Street public pavement and also with access 
via the side gate giving onto Church Hill to the north. 
 
The churchyard to the east of the church rises very steeply towards the east and is covered with 
weeds and greenery.  The land slopes so steeply that it is unusable for any practical purpose.  
Bordering the churchyard to the east is the large garden of a private residence (St Michael's Mount, 
unlisted) that sits high above the churchyard and above the height of the top of the church tower. 
 
A pedestrian footpath runs along the south side of the church to an access door towards the rear of 
the building.  A small wooden shed is located to the south of this footpath near the rear access door 
to the church.  The churchyard to the south of the footpath is covered with weeds and small shrubs 
and is unused for any purpose.  This area slopes upwards towards the east.  Bordering the south of 
the churchyard is The Smugglers Kitchen (unlisted), a commercial restaurant that has no windows or 
openings giving onto the churchyard.  The rear garden of this property also borders the south of the 
churchyard. 
 
  
ACCESS TO THE SITE 
 
The churchyard of the Church of St Michael has two points of access:  
 - the steps that rise to the churchyard from the pedestrian pavement that borders the east side 
 of Fore Street 
 - the pedestrian gate giving onto Church Hill that borders the north of the churchyard. 
 
Church Hill is a narrow and relatively unfrequented roadway that rises to the east from Fore Street.  
There is a continuous sloping access with no step from Fore Street and the Fore Street pavement up 
Church Hill into the churchyard.  The tarmac paving across the front of the church and the pedestrian 
footpath along the south side of the church provide access that is effectively level to the proposed 
site of the new shed.  The shed will be provided with a ramp sloping upwards to its double access 
doors at its western end in order to enable easy access for people who have mobility difficulties. 
 
Bus services arrive at the main village bus stop in The Square, some 200m to the north of the 
churchyard.  There is continuous pedestrian pavement with no step from the bus stop to the church 
site. 
 



Car parking facilities are located in the public Central Car Park on Dolphin Street, some 250m from the 
church site; in the Anchor public car park adjacent to the  Anchor Inn some 250m from the church 
site; and there is on-street parking in Fore Street.  Three parking places are located on Fore Street 
directly off the north-west corner of the church site. 
 
 
FACILITIES WITHIN THE PROPOSED BUILDING 

 

The proposed building is a shed, and will have no water supply or main drain.  It will not have a toilet 
or sink.  The Church of St Michael has a disabled toilet that can be accessed throughout the day.  The 
proposed shed will have an electricity supply to provide lighting and power for the use of any 
electrical equipment. The Church of St Michael fully supports the proposed shed and is happy to make 
the toilet facilities and kitchenette facilities available to members of the Association. 
 
The proposed shed will have wide double doors to the west, accessible via a sloping ramp and giving 
onto the footpath that leads to the open churchyard area to the west of the church. 
 

 
LAYOUT OF THE PROPOSED BUILDING 
 
The proposed shed will be an oblong with its long side parallel to the church.  The existing pedestrian 
footpath that runs along the south side of the church will not be altered and will separate the church 
from the shed.  Double doors will be located in the west wall of the shed.  A ramp will be installed 
from the existing footpath to the double doors to enable easier access to the shed for people with 
mobility difficulties.  Windows will be installed in all four sides of the shed; the windows do not 
overlook any properties other than the blank wall of the church below its southern windows. 
 
 
SCALE AND APPEARANCE OF THE PROPOSED BUILDING 
 
The site of the proposed shed is in the churchyard to the south of the church.  The site will be levelled 
to provide a flat area on which the proposed shed can be erected. 
The proposed shed will be of wooden construction with a green metal roof.  The shed's walls will be 
made from 13mm-thick sawn boarding of Douglas fir or larch.  The wooden exterior will be treated 
with wood preserver of a colour in accordance with any requirements of EDDC and/or the Diocese of 
Exeter. 
 
The proposed shed and access ramp will be 6.9m x 12.5m. 
  
 
LANDSCAPING OF THE SITE 
 
The site of the proposed shed slopes more steeply upwards towards the east and less steeply towards 
the south.  Where the shed is to be located, earth will be excavated from the east and south and 
moved to the western and northern parts of the shed's site in order to have a level and raised area 
that is the size of the proposed shed and on which the shed will be erected.  Weeds and small trees 
will be removed from the site of the proposed shed.  All other areas of the churchyard will remain 
untouched. 


