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1. INTRODUCTION   

1.1   This Transport Statement has been prepared by Lennon Transport Planning Ltd 

on behalf of Envar Composting Ltd to support a forth coming Planning 

Application which will be submitted to Cambridgeshire County Council. i) Dry 

Anaerobic Digestion (AD) facility, ii) Healthcare Waste Energy Recovery 

Facility (ERF) iii) Pellet Fertiliser Production Facility, iv), Vehicle Re-Fuelling 

Station v) Waste Transfer Station and vi) a Woodchip Biomass Fuel Storage 

Building and associated development at the Applicant’s existing waste 

management facility The Heath, Woodhurst, Huntingdon, PE28 3BS. 

 

1.2   The Applicant’s existing site already contains planning permission for the 

storage of biomass woodchip fuel and a waste transfer station operation. Those 

elements of the proposal are therefore being relocated to accommodate the 

construction of the proposed Dry AD Plant and Healthcare Waste Energy 

Recovery Facility (HWERF). The Application site location is in the following 

terms:- 

 

1.3   The description of development is proposed to be as follows: 

“Construction of a Dry Anaerobic Digestion (AD) facility, Healthcare Waste Energy 

Recovery Facility (ERF), Pellet Fertiliser Production Facility, Vehicle Re-fuelling 

station, Waste Transfer Station, Woodchip Biomass Fuel Storage Building, 

Surface Water Storage Lagoon and ancillary related development” 
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                                         Figure 1: The Application Site  

 
 1.4 It is the intention of this document to demonstrate to Cambridgeshire County 

Council as both the Minerals and Waste Planning Authority (MWPA) and Local 

Highway Authority (LHA) that the planning proposal will not lead to any detrimental 

highway safety or capacity issues on the local road network.  

  

2. SCOPE / BACKGROUND / POLICY 

Scope 
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2.1   The brief to Lennon Transport Planning Ltd was to prepare a Transport Statement 

to consider the related highway safety and traffic impact associated with the 

development proposal. 

 

2.2    As the proposal will not lead to any material, significant or severe traffic impact , a 

Transport Statement (TS) has been prepared v’s a more detailed Transport 

Assessment (TA). This is considered an acceptable approach as vehicular 

movements and overall waste throughputs are not predicted to increase over and 

above those currently consented by virtue of Planning Application No:- 

H/5005/17/CW which was permitted in 2017. A robust Origin Transport TA 

accompanied a previous 2017 planning application submission and established 

that the proposal then to increase waste throughput from 100,000tpa up to 

200,000 tpa had only a very minor traffic impact on local roads and at the site 

access and egress. It was on that basis that the LHA recommended conditional 

approval of that development proposal.  

 

2.3    As this is an established brownfield site, this document does not demonstrate the 

acceptability of the site in transport sustainability & accessibility terms for different 

modes. By virtue of previous planning permissions, accepted tonnage throughputs, 

staffing levels and associated traffic, we consider it is pre-determined common 

ground that there will be no grounds for objection in this respect. This information 

was set out before the deciding Authorities in the robust Origin Transport Traffic 

Impact Assessment (TIA 2017). There is, therefore, no assessment contained 

within this document of accessibility to the site by means of walking, cycling or by 

public transport.  
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2.4    The scope of this Transport Statement (TS) broadly reflects the principles of DfT’s 

‘Guidance on Transport Assessments’ (GTA) (March 2007), however, this 

guidance was withdrawn from circulation in October 2014. 

 

2.5   GTA essentially set out a pragmatic approach to assessing the transport impacts 

of a development and suggested thresholds which were noted as a useful point of 

reference from which to commence discussions. Its withdrawal left  ‘Transport 

Evidence Bases in Plan Making’ as one of the only transport ‘guidance’ documents 

left within PPG. That document didn’t replace GTA, as it was for a different spatial 

scale, intended to ensure that the transportation principals of development are 

correctly assessed at the local plan / core strategy level. However, this wasn’t 

relevant to assessing the impacts of developments on local highway networks. 

 

2.6    Of more relevance is PPG guidance contained within ‘Travel Plans, Transport 

Assessments & Statements’ which was published in March 2014. It provides some 

guidance in terms of scope and rationale, but it is not proscriptive like the Dft 

guidance was.  In our opinion this leaves the development transport planning 

industry without any robust formal government guidance at present and the 

removal of GTA gives Consultants more flexibility to present what they consider 

necessary in order for the Highway Authority to come to an informed decision as to 

the appropriateness of the development proposal and whether it will result in a 

severe impact in traffic or safety terms?  

 
2.7 It is considered an unnecessary task to produce some information which should be 

taken as common ground. There is a natural caveat that if any additional 

information is required in Highways or Transportation terms then this can be 

produced upon request. It is considered unnecessary to represent the following 

areas in this TS either at all or in any great detail: - 

http://ciltukemail.org.uk/lz/lz.aspx?p1=0599951S8391&CC=&w=13867&cID=0&cValue=1
http://ciltukemail.org.uk/lz/lz.aspx?p1=0599951S8391&CC=&w=13867&cID=0&cValue=1
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• Study of site accessibility by multi modal trips = When considering the 

brownfield nature of the site (where there is an established waste related use in a 

semi-rural location), it is considered an unnecessary task to carry out a study of 

accessibility by different modes. A transport statement will usually consider such 

aspects, however, in this instance it should be common ground that staff / 

operatives and visitors alike would be unlikely to visit the site via walking, cycling 

or public transport modes.  

 

• Junction Capacity Assessments = When considering the proposal does not seek 

any increase over and above the consented 200,000 tpa no such assessments 

are considered necessary. Capacity testing was carried out previously for the 

200,000 tpa scenario and the LHA accepted that the site traffic had only a very 

minor and non-material impact on the surrounding network. In any case, in terms 

of the consented 200,000tpa the associated traffic generates less than 30No two-

way vehicle movements in the evening peak period and around the 30 mark in 

the morning peak (former GTA threshold for considering capacity impact at 

junctions). This bolsters our conclusion that detailed Picardy & Arcady junction 

capacity assessments are not considered necessary for nearby road junctions in 

this instance.  This also applies to the retained site accesses. 

 
Background - Existing Site & Surroundings / Development 
 

2.8 The existing waste management facility currently covers approximately 11 hectares 

(ha) within an 18.5 ha land holding. The proposed waste incinerator, dry AD facility 

and waste transfer station will be located towards the northern extent of the site. 

 

2.9 The developed land includes buildings for in-vessel composting (IVC) and biomass 

boilers, areas of hard standing for composting stabilisation / maturation and wood 

waste storage and processing, water storage lagoons, former residential 
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properties used as offices for educational purposes, concrete storage bays, litter 

fencing, screening bunds, weighbridges and a waste water treatment plant. 

 

2.10 There are 3No existing vehicular access points on the sites western boundary 

served via the B1040 St Ives Road, and then a further 4No vehicular access off of 

Bluntisham Heath Road. These are clearly defined on the site layout drawing.  

 

2.11 The Application Site is located towards the south westernmost part of the parish of 

Somersham, approximately 3km south-west of the village. Bluntisham is 

approximately 2.5km to the east, Woodhurst approximately 1.5km to the north-

west and Pidley-cum-Fenton approximately 2.5km to the north. 

 
2.12 Adjacent land-uses include a redundant mushroom farm to the north-east and 

agricultural land to the south-east. The north-western boundary is the B1040 St 

Ives Road and the south-western boundary is Bluntisham Heath Road, a Class C 

road which runs between the villages of Woodhurst and Bluntisham. 

 

2.13 The Raptor Foundation which includes residential properties, a guest house, 

shops and a tearoom is situated to the north of the site, on the opposite side of the 

B1040. 

 

2.14  The site has a comprehensive planning background which is summarised in the 

following terms:- 

 

• H/1011/92/CW – Composting to produce a peat substitute from organic 

vegetable waste (granted on 8/12/1999 – not implemented); 

• H/0739/94/CW – Extension to composting building (granted on 11/10/1994); 

• H/5023/02/CW – Concrete apron for the preparation of green waste 

(granted on 7/11/2002 – not implemented); 

Christian Smith
Not in use I am informed – perhaps make that point

Matt Lennon
This is set out later in the document. Just a factual observation.
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• H/5005/04/CW – Extension of an existing building to enclose 8 existing 

composting tunnels; composting of organic feedstocks to produce 

compost for agriculture, horticulture and landscaping; establishment of 

ADAS Composting Research Project (granted on 15/07/2004 – subject 

to S106 agreement dated 14/07/2004); 

• H/5021/05/CW – Change of use of Heath Tops from residential to part 

residential and part educational facility and offices (granted 

12/12/2005); 

• H/5003/06/CW – Replacement building to contain four enclosed 

composting tunnels (granted 22/05/2006); 

• H/5000/07/CW – Erection of semi-permanent office building (granted 

12/06/2006; temporary permission expired 30/04/2012); 

• H/5001/07/CW – Plant to treat waste water from composting site (granted 

26/03/2007); 

• H/5002/07/CW – Cladding of open barn to provide enclosed 

composting building (granted 26/03/2007); 

• H/5005/07/CW – Extension of concrete pad for maturation of compost 

(granted 11/04/2007 – not implemented); 

• H/5015/09/CW – Erection of three composting tunnels and waste 

reception building (granted 14/09/2009 – not implemented); 

• H/5037/09/CW – Variation of Condition 7 of H/5005/04/CW to state ‘No 

vehicle shall enter or leave the site except between the hours of 0700 

and 1800 Mondays to Fridays except Public Holidays and 0700 and 

1330 on Saturdays. Working on site shall take place between the hours 

of 0700 and 1800 on any day of the week’ (granted 4/01/2010); 

• H/5021/11/CW – Demolition of old composting tunnels and ancillary 

structures; extension to waste reception building; new building to house 

new composting tunnels, bio-filters & manoeuvring area; covered link 

to connect buildings; relocation of weighbridge and office; alteration of 
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access to B1086 (granted 7/06/2012); 

• H/5003/12/CW – Extension of concrete pad for maturation of compost 

with drainage balancing lagoons, reed bed; perimeter earth bunds 

screening (granted 7/06/2012); 

• H/5000/14/CW – Erection of 4m high litter-net fencing (granted 16/05/2014); 

• H/5001/14/CW – Construction of a waste water lagoon, additional 

discharge tank to waste-water treatment plant and buffer tank for rain-

water harvesting (part retrospective) (granted 11/09/2014); 

• H/5007/17/CW – S73 Planning Application to develop land without 

complying with conditions 2 and 5 of planning permission 

H/05021/11/CW to allow alternative access arrangements (granted 

2/11/2017); 

• H/5004/17/CW – S73 Planning Application to develop land without 

complying with condition 7 of planning permission H/05037/09/CW to 

extend the hours of operation including vehicle movements to 0500 to 

2200 hours daily (granted 2/11/2017); 

• H/5005/17/CW – Change of use of existing building and adjacent land 

from composting and maturation of compost to recovery of waste in 

biomass boilers, drying waste, storage of biomass and drying material 

and bulking up and shredding waste wood (part retrospective) (granted 

2/11/2017), and 

• H/5005/17/CW/N1 – Non-material amendment to the site layout plan to 

allow changes to the position of the internal access road, earth bund, 

weighbridges and weighbridge office (granted 4/5/2018). 

 

2.15 The most relevant consent to the current proposal is H/5005/17/CW 

https://planning.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/online-

applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=ZZZZZCDYDR125&activeTab=summar

y  (See Decision Notice @ Appendix A).  

https://planning.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=ZZZZZCDYDR125&activeTab=summary
https://planning.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=ZZZZZCDYDR125&activeTab=summary
https://planning.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=ZZZZZCDYDR125&activeTab=summary
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2.16 The full description of permitted development is in the following terms:- 

 

2.17 Condition No 4 was a restrictive condition attached to that consent which limits 

waste throughput to 200,000 tpa. The condition was not prescriptive in terms of the 

breakdown of specific tonnages per type of waste stream imported to the site 

which would make up to that limit; it simply stated the maximum throughput. 

Consequentially, and by virtue (and this is reflected in the condition 4 reason), the 

MWPA considered that this would control the level of daily, monthly and annual 

vehicular movements to and from the site. The Transport Assessment which 

accompanied the application ‘tested’ traffic impact for a 200,000 tpa scenario / 

limit; the evidence-based conclusion demonstrated that there would be no 

significant or material impact on the highway in capacity or safety terms (Origin TA 

can be viewed by following the link provided at paragraph 2.15. As such this is the 

consented ‘fall-back’ position which was accepted by the MWPA and LHA and this 

does not alter with this latest submission. Condition 4 was in the following terms: - 
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2.18  Envar Composting, mindful of condition 4, have confirmed that up to the following 

tonnages are currently processed at the site:- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
                  Figure 2: Break down of existing waste tonnages 
 

         Planning Policy 
 

2.19  The National Planning Policy Framework  (NPPF Feb19) needs to be considered 

here in the context of Paragraph 11. Paragraph 11 is as follows: - 

 

• ‘Plans and decisions should apply a presumption in favour of sustainable 

development’. 

For plan-making this means that:  

 

a) plans should positively seek opportunities to meet the development needs of 

their area, and be sufficiently flexible to adapt to rapid change;  

Waste type / operation Existing Tonnages (tpa) 
Green Waste – PAS 100QP compost production & CLO 135,000 
Waste Drying Process 45,000 
Waste treatment and transfer waste operation 20,000 
Total Waste Tonnage 200,000 
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b) strategic policies should, as a minimum, provide for objectively assessed 

needs for housing and other uses, as well as any needs that cannot be met 

within neighbouring areas, unless: 

i, the application of policies in this Framework that protect areas or assets 

of particular importance provides a strong reason for restricting the overall 

scale, type or distribution of development in the plan area; or  

 

ii. any adverse impacts of doing so would significantly and demonstrably 

outweigh the benefits, when assessed against the policies in this 

Framework taken as a whole. 

 
For decision-taking this means: 

 

c) approving development proposals that accord with an up-to-date development 

plan without delay; or  

d) where there are no relevant development plan policies, or the policies which 

are most important for determining the application are out-of-date, granting 

permission unless: 

i. the application of policies in this Framework that protect areas or assets 

of particular importance provides a clear reason for refusing the 

development proposed; or 

 

ii. any adverse impacts of doing so would significantly and demonstrably 

outweigh the benefits, when assessed against the policies in this 

Framework taken as a whole. 

 



 
LENNON TRANSPORT PLANNING LTD 
PROJECT – ENVAR COMPOSTING LTD, THE HEATH, WOODHURST. 
DOCUMENT TYPE – TRANSPORT STATEMENT     

 

 

  

PROJECT REF: - PN/00219/20/21 13 

 

2.20 When considering paragraph 11 of the NPPF in terms of ‘decision taking’    then 

in particular it needs to be assessed against Paragraph 109 of the Framework. 

Paragraph 109 states: -  

 

‘Development should only be prevented or refused on highways grounds if 

there would be an unacceptable impact on highway safety, or the residual 

cumulative impacts on the road network would be severe’. 

 

2.21 The Design Manual for Roads & Bridges design document CD 123 ‘Geometric 

design of at-grade priority and signal-controlled junctions’ is the relevant national 

design guidance document to be considered for vehicular access design 

purposes. 

 
3       EXISTING LOCAL CONDITIONS 

Vehicular access & existing highway  
 

3.1 The site is located on the eastern side of the B1040 Somersham Road, to the east 

of the village of Woodhurst in Cambridgeshire. The site is bound along its western 

site frontage by the B1040 Somersham Road; Bluntisham Heath Road abuts the 

sites southern boundary. As such the site could be describe as being located on 

the north eastern side of an existing carriageway crossroads junction between the 

B1040 / Bluntisham Heath Road & Wheatsheaf Road. 

3.2 There are 3No existing vehicular accesses to the site from the B1040 Somersham 

Road (E1, E2 & E3), E2 is not currently in use. Access (E3) is the main site access 

and is used for access to the weighbridge, staff parking and offices. The 

northernmost access (E1) is used for vehicles delivering waste to the reception 

building and for compost loads out of the site.  
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3.3 Somersham Road is Class II county road (the B1040). The existing carriageway is 

approximately 6.0 metres wide, it has a white centre warning line, continuous edge 

of carriageway markings and is abutted on both sides by grass verge. Somersham 

Road does not provide separate footway or cycleway facilities. The road is subject 

to the national speed limit of 60mph. A permanent Gatso speed camera is located 

between access E2 & E3, associated white carriageway distance markers are laid 

directly adjacent to access E3. This ensures that passing vehicle speeds will be 

either at, or some percentage below, the extant 60mph speed limit. 

3.4 There are 4No existing vehicular accesses from the site onto Bluntisham Heath 

Road (E4, E5, E6 and E7), two of which are currently closed (E5 and E7). Of the 

accesses that are in use, one provides an exit point for waste vehicles (E4), while 

the other provides an access to ‘Heath Tops’ house only. The house is in use as a 

visitor centre. Details and photographs of the existing vehicular access 

arrangements are provided in Appendix B. 

3.5 Bluntisham Heath Road is a single two-way carriageway road which also has a 

white centre line and is subject to the national speed limit. There are no separate 

footway facilities on Bluntisham Heath Road and again there are grass verges to 

either side of carriageway which reflects the rural nature of the location and low if 

any regular pedestrian flows. 

3.6 Bluntisham Heath Road & Wheatsheaf Road connect with the B1040 Somersham 

Road at a priority controlled crossroads to the south western corner of the site 

boundary. Traffic on the B1040 has priority over traffic on Bluntisham Heath Road / 

Wheatsheaf Road. 

Wider road network  
 

3.7 To the south, the B1040 links to the village of St Ives, the A1123 and A1096 and 

on to the A14. Huntingdon lies to the south west of the site and can be reached by 
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either the A1123 or the A141. To the north the B1040 meets the B1086 at 

Somersham, providing a route west to the A141. 

Highway Search Outputs 

3.8 LTP commissioned a CON29 highway extents and schemes search from 

Cambridgeshire County Council as Local Highway Authority (LHA). Their written 

response is attached at Appendix C. It has been established that the LHA have 

no current identified road or traffic highway improvement schemes within the 

vicinity on the local network. Similarly, the search concludes that there are no 

outstanding legal orders or formal land take requirements identified for highway 

improvement purposes within the area (compulsory purchase orders or similar). 

Personal Injury Accident Data  
 

3.9 The 2017 Origin TA correctly considered a wide study area covering numerous 

junctions as all of those junctions were capacity tested. This was because the 

previous proposal was doubling waste throughput and therefore predicted 

generated to and from the site; the impact of that traffic on local roads needed to 

be tested. The area considered covered the B1040 from Pidley Sheep Lane, south 

as far as the junction with the A1123 in St Ives and also Wheatsheaf Lane from the 

B1040 west to Woodhurst and Bluntisham Heath Road from the B1040 east to 

Bluntisham. 

 

3.10 In summary the Origin TA concluded as follows:- ‘there do not appear to be any 

linked factors in the incidents that have been recorded. While there have been a 

relatively high number of incidents at the junction of St Audreys Lane with 

Needingworth Lane, the proposed development will not have any impact on traffic 

flows in that location. The incidents that took place on the B1040 and at the 

junction with Bluntisham Heath Road appear to be caused by driver error. The 
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type and number of incidents is commensurate with the road type and traffic 

volume’. 

 

3.11 At this juncture, when considering a predicted nil traffic impact (or even a nominal 

impact) then it has been appropriate to consider accident data between 2015 – 

2021for the B1040 highway link between its roundabout junction with Marley Road 

in the south and the B1089 / Pidley hill junction to the north. This data was 

collected to determine the number of Personal Injury Collisions (PICs) occurring 

within the local network along this link. The search area of the accident data is 

illustrated in figure 3 below. 

 

 
source:crashmap 

      Figure 3: PIA Search Area 
 

3.12 The data provided by Crashmap details the severity of the accident, date, number 

of vehicles   and the number of casualties involved in the accident; no information is 

provided regarding causation factors, types of vehicles involved, the time of day 

and weather conditions. A summary of the information is provided in figure 4 
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below. The accident log starts with accidents in the south moving through to the 

north. In total for the link there were 19No Slight Accidents, 6No Serious Accidents 

and 1No Fatal accident recorded.  

 

 
Severity 

 
Location 

             Date Number of 
Vehicles 

Number of 
Casualties Day Month Year 

Serious B1040 29 06 2018 2 1 

Slight B1040 12 04 2018 1 1 
Serious B1040 20 05 2019 2 2 
Slight B1040 24 07 2015 2 1 
Slight  B1040 15 07 2017 2 3 
Slight B1040 04 07 2016 2 2 

Slight B1040 27 07 2015 2 1 

Slight B1040 19 10 2015 3 2 

Slight B1040 / 
Bluntisham Rd 
‘Xrd’ junction 

23 05 2019 3 2 

Fatal B1040 / 
Bluntisham Rd  
‘Xrd’ junction 

14 11 2019 2 20 

Serious B1040 / 
Bluntisham Rd 
‘Xrd’ junction 

11 12 2019 2 1 

Slight B1040 / 
Bluntisham Rd 
‘Xrd’ junction 

14 8 2019 2 2 

Slight B1040 / 
Bluntisham Rd 
‘Xrd’ junction 

23 6 17 2 1 

Slight B1040 / 
Bluntisham Rd 
‘Xrd’ junction 

3 5 2016 2 2 

Slight B1040 / 
Bluntisham Rd 
‘Xrd’ junction 

12 5 2017 2 1 

serious B1040 / 
Bluntisham Rd 
‘Xrd’ junction 

13 9 2019 2 2 

Slight B1040 / 
Bluntisham Rd 
‘Xrd’ junction 

3 9 2018 2 2 

Slight B1040 / 
Bluntisham Rd 
‘Xrd’ junction 

19 5 2015 2 2 

Slight B1040 / 
Bluntisham Rd 
‘Xrd’ junction 

19 9 2017 4 2 

Slight B1086 8 12 2015 3 2 

Serious B1086 13 12 2019 4 2 
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Slight B1086 17 03 2018 3 2 

Slight B1086 12 1 2017 1 1 

Serious B1086 27 08 2016 1 1 

Slight B1086/ Pidley Hill 
junction 

18 03 2015 2 3 

Slight B1086/ Pidley Hill 
junction 

16 06 2015 2 2 

Source: Crashmap 

 
    Figure 4: PIC Data 

 

3.13 A personal injury collision occurred on the 14/11/19 which led to multiple fatalities 

at the B1040 / Bluntisham Road ‘Xrd’s’ junction. Overall, there have been 11No 

recorded injury collisions within the vicinity of the junction with the past 5-year 

period.  Whilst it is extremely saddening to see the occurrence of a fatal accident 

at the junction it would appear that driver error was the main contributory factor in 

this instance. 

 

4      PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

4.1 The development proposal consists of five new main elements (see proposed Site 

Layout arrangements at Appendix D) which will be in addition to / complement the 

existing composting processes, these are in the following terms:- 

• Dry Anaerobic Digestion (AD) facility 

• Healthcare Waste Energy Recovery Facility (which will provide heat to the 

AD facility) 

• Vehicle Re-Fuelling Station 

• Waste Transfer Station and  

• Woodchip Biomass Fuel Storage Building and associated development 
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4.2 When considering existing and new waste streams the following breakdown of 

throughputs will apply. Very importantly the proposal does not seek to increase 

throughput of total waste over and above the consented 200,000 tpa limit. 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Figure 5: Breakdown of Proposed Waste Tonnages 
 
 
Dry AD Facility 

4.3 The dry AD facility (AD) will process approximately 70,000 tonnes per annum (tpa) of 

green and food waste. The renewable gas (biogas), which is produced within the AD 

facility, will be piped directly into the grid.  

4.4 Imported green and/or food waste will be deposited and stored within a reception 

building. The imported waste will be used as the feedstock within the AD facility in 

order to produce a renewable gas. 

4.5 The imported green and/or food waste is not a new waste stream, but one which is 

already being imported, processed and recycled at the site. Whilst existing recycling 

operations will remain, they will be undertaken at a reduced capacity and the waste 

stream diverted to the dry AD element. 

4.6 Heat captured from the waste recovery facility will be used during the dry AD process 

to process the co-mingled green and food waste and to dry the digestate (the end 

product). Once dried, the digestate will be incorporated into the outside composting 

rows for further composting then made into nutrient rich peat free soil improver (the 

Waste type / operation Proposed Tonnages (tpa) 
Green Waste – PAS 100QP compost production & CLO 135,000 
Biomass Drying Process 25,000 
Waste transfer station 20,000 
Clinical Waste treatment 12,000 
Total Waste Tonnage 193,000 
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advantage of a dry AD system is that the digestate is easily composted rather than 

stored in large tanks and then applied to land as a PAS100QP compost). 

 Healthcare Waste Energy Recovery Facility 

4.7 The facility will process in the region of 12,000tpa of healthcare waste. The heat 

produced by the combustion process will be captured and will be fully utilised within 

the dry AD facility. Healthcare waste will, in the main, be imported to the Application 

Site from within the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough area.  

Waste Transfer Station 

4.8 It is proposed that the new facility will receive in the region of 20,000 tpa which is 

aligned with current throughputs for this waste stream. The waste transfer operations 

are simply being relocated within the site. 

Pellet Fertiliser Production Facility 

4.9 The Pellet Fertiliser Production Facility will utilise some of the material that has been 

through the Dry AD Plant. There will be no additional throughput of material as a result 

of this process. The exportation of the pellet fertiliser product will replace a proportion 

of the traffic that will be associated with the exportation of the compost product from 

site and therefore the plant will not generate any additional traffic movements. 

Proposed Access Arrangements 

4.10 The proposal involves the redevelopment and reorganisation of parts of the site. It 

is proposed to use the existing northern access from the B1040 (E1) for most vehicles 

to enter and exit the site from the access which provides access to the weighbridge 

and material reception area. The southern access from the B1040 (E3) will be used 

for compost output vehicles to enter and exit the site, thereby avoiding the need for 

these vehicles to drive through the operational areas of the site. The central access 

from the B1040 will be permanently closed. 
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4.11 There are currently 4No accesses to the site currently in use. There is an access 

to Heathtop House from Bluntisham Heath Road, which is used by staff and visitors  

(E7 on the submitted site location drawing See Appendix E). The house is used as a 

visitor centre and for staff welfare purposes in terms it provides dining, bathing facilities 

etc.  It is proposed to maintain the other existing westernmost access from Bluntisham 

Heath Road (E4) for emergency use only. Accesses E5 and E6 have now been 

permanently closed. The site does not, therefore, generate any HGV use of 

Bluntisham Heath Road. 

4.12  For the avoidance of doubt the post development access points / sceanarion are 

shown in the ‘ Proposed site layout’ Dwg:- GPP/E/CWH/21/03 (Rev11). The main 

access into the site for Heavy Commercial Vehicles (HCV’s) will be E1 located on the 

western flank of the site. This is the existing access used by HCV’s delivering material. 

Access E3, also on the western flank, will be used by HCV’s exporting material out of 

the site (as existing) and car parking for staff. Existing entrance E5 will be used by 

cars and motorcycles for car parking. The other existing entrances around the site 

(including E2 and E4) will be kept locked/gated and only used for emergency access.   

 Vehicle Parking & Vehicle Turning 

4.13 The existing waste management site has car parking arrangements provided at the 

‘Heathtops’ as shown on the enclosed Proposed Site Layout drawing 

GPP/E/CWH/21/03 labelled as item 51.  

4.14 It is proposed to create additional car parking spaces at the ‘Cheffins’ within the 

Application site on the southern boundary as shown on the Proposed Site Layout 

drawing GPP/E/CWH/21/03 labelled as item 52. There will be approximately 80No  

car parking spaces (including 4x disabled spaces, motorcycle parking and secure 

cycle racks) within this area. Vehicles will be able to enter and leave the site in a 

forward gear.  

Christian Smith
We do not have this yet. 
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 5 TRAFFIC IMPACT / TRIP GENERATION 

5.1 Transport Statements will often refer to and involve interrogation of a nationally 

recognised industry tool known as the TRICS database. TRICS (Trip Rate 

Information Computer System) is a database of trip rates for developments used in 

the United Kingdom for transport planning purposes, specifically to quantify the trip 

generation of new developments. TRICS is the system that challenges and 

validates assumptions about the transport impacts of new developments.  

5.2 In this instance, having considered TRICS there is no parameter or data pertaining 

to waste transfer stations or healthcare waste recovery facilities. Even if there 

were, this is not the type of use (unlike if one were considering Ground Floor Area 

(GFA) for defined B1, B2 or B8 uses) where likely traffic generation could be 

forecast based on land use area GFA or on a ‘one size fits all’ basis. Each waste 

site needs to be considered on its own merits and specific operations along with 

permitted or proposed waste throughput levels in tonnes per annum. Please see a 

comparison of existing and proposed tonnages in figure 4 below: -  

Permitted 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Proposed 

 

 
Figure 6: Existing & Permitted throughput levels (tpa) 
 

Waste type / operation Existing Tonnages (tpa) 
Green Waste – PAS 100QP compost production & CLO 135,000 
Biomass Drying Process 45,000 
Waste treatment and transfer waste operation 20,000 
Total Waste Tonnage 200,000 

Waste type / operation Proposed Tonnages (tpa) 
Green Waste – PAS 100QP compost production & CLO 135,000 
Biomass Drying Process 25,000 
Waste transfer station 20,000 
Clinical Waste treatment 12,000 
Total Waste Tonnage 193,000 
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5.3 The total permitted annual tonnages / material throughput at the site will not 

increase over and above the consented 200,000tpa. The proposed development 

and introduction of the dry AD facility, healthcare waste energy recovery facility 

and waste transfer facilities simply means there will be a change in the type of 

waste being imported into the site and treatment processes.  

5.4 In addition to existing vehicle movements by vans, light goods vehicles (LGV’s) 

and heavy goods vehicles (HGV’s), the proposal will lead to an increase in staffing 

numbers at the site, with approximately 22 new jobs being created. Due to the 

relatively remote location of the site and the requirement for some shift work, a 

worst-case scenario has been considered for robustness, that all staff will travel to 

the site via single occupancy car journeys. 

5.5 The applicant has provided a detailed summary of existing recorded annual 

vehicle movements and a predictions of proposed vehicle movements associated 

with the healthcare waste energy recover facility and waste transfer station partly 

based on their knowledge of similar proposals in different areas of the Country.  

Existing Vehicular Movements 
5.6 The Applicant has provided a comprehensive breakdown of recorded weighbridge 

records over the past 3 year period (See figure 5 below). The data was prepared in 

excel spreadsheet format and that electronic file will be submitted separately as 

part of the planning package for review as required by the MWPA and the LHA.   

5.7 If one considers total weighbridge evidence of traffic movements for 2020, then the 

existing base level is for 53,626No total vehicular trips per annum. Based on a 

robust 250 working days per year (which takes into account bank holidays and is 

based on a 5 day working week whereas the site currently operates 5.5 days) this 

equates to 214No total daily vehicular trips recorded at the weighbridge (107 In & 

107 Out). This example is, however, in excess of current daily flows at the site as it 

is also open on a Saturday morning (but it has been adopted for robustness). In 
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terms of HGV’s only, the current total recorded trips per annum are 45,698No trips 

or 183No trips per day (91.5 In & 91.5 Out). These figures have been extracted 

from the Applicant’s spreadsheet database and we have considered the ‘adjusted 

for reloading’ figures. The spreadsheet illustrated 1No "movement" as the vehicle 

arriving, tipping and leaving the site. However, a small number of vehicles are re-

loaded once they have tipped and in the weighbridge data this is shown as 2No 

separate "jobs" (i.e. 2 lots of entry and exit to the site) whereas the vehicle only 

enters and exits the site once.  The average percentage of reloads is 3%, so the 

figures have been adjusted to reflect this and it is these figures that provide a 

robust evidence base of existing total vehicle movements.  

 

              Figure 7: Existing Weighbridge records – 2-way traffic movements. 
 

5.8 The weighbridge data provided on the spreadsheet and various data tabs shows 

ALL vehicles delivering or removing waste materials for processing on the site.  

5.9 The only additional existing vehicular movements at the site are those associated 

with staff plus the occasional delivery or visitor.  

5.10 The extant planning permission has no current restrictions upon the number of 

daily or annual vehicle movements. The previous Origin Transport Assessment 

submitted with the approved planning application estimated the proposed number 

of HGV movements associated with processing 200,000tpa would result in 120No 

IN and 120No OUT HGV trips per day on average. The proposal to increase 



 
LENNON TRANSPORT PLANNING LTD 
PROJECT – ENVAR COMPOSTING LTD, THE HEATH, WOODHURST. 
DOCUMENT TYPE – TRANSPORT STATEMENT     

 

 

  

PROJECT REF: - PN/00219/20/21 25 

 

capacity to 200,000tpa in 2017 was considered acceptable to the MWPA & LHA 

based on those predicted traffic movements.  

5.11 In addition to predicted HGV trips in 2017 the consented Transport Assessment 

predicted traffic flow in respect of 19No additional staff who were to be employed 

at the site post development. 36No additional staff trips were therefore based on 

2No worst-case single occupancy car trips per day for each member of staff. The 

following was illustrated and accepted.  

      

             Figure 8: Previously accepted  / existing staff vehicle movements 

Proposed Vehicular Movements 
 
Healthcare Waste Energy Recovery Facility 
 

5.12 The development will generate vehicle movements in the construction and 

operational phases. During the operational phase HGV and LGV movements will 

be generated through delivery and collection of waste materials or residues. In 

addition, vehicle movements will be generated by staff operating the facility.  



 
LENNON TRANSPORT PLANNING LTD 
PROJECT – ENVAR COMPOSTING LTD, THE HEATH, WOODHURST. 
DOCUMENT TYPE – TRANSPORT STATEMENT     

 

 

  

PROJECT REF: - PN/00219/20/21 26 

 

5.13 Based on a study of similar development proposals the following should apply. 

Waste for processing will be delivered to the site in vehicles of a variety of sizes, 

but no more than 3No bulk loads per day are anticipated, with a number of smaller 

trucks and vans delivering lower volume loads. After processing, a residual waste 

ash  will be exported from the site (in bulk loads) which will generate on average 

no more than one vehicle visit per day. Forecast vehicle movements will be in the 

following general terms:- 

 
    Figure 9: LTP Forecast HWERF Movements. 

 

5.14 Accordingly, the proposal is anticipated to generate in the region of 32No to 48No 

vehicular trips per day. By means of comparison, the Applicant’s spreadsheet 

predictions of proposed traffic movements mirror the aforementioned. The 

Applicant predicts that the proposal will generate in the region of 40No total vehicle 

movements per day (See figure 10 below). It is suggested therefore that this figure 

should be assumed for traffic generation forecast purposes; we can conclude that 

this element of waste processing at the site will be a low traffic generating use.  

Christian Smith
I keep consistent with ‘will’ thoughout as opposed to ‘would’ – see rest of para and document.

Christian Smith
Shall we remove the word ‘additional’?
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            Figure 10: Envar Forcast HWERF Movements  

 

Waste Transfer Station 

5.15 The proposed WTS development will occupy an existing brownfield area within the 

site. The extant consent H/5005/17/CW permits 200,000tpa of total waste 

throughput per annum of which an unprescribed amount (tonnes) could be made 

up of waste transfer activity. The Applicant’s data confirms that in the region of 

20,000tpa of the existing total waste stream is made up of this element. Post 

development, the relocation of the transfer facility this 20,000 tpa is not anticipated 

to increase. For robustness, and as a guide, the proposed facility will be likely to 

generate the approximate breakdown of vehicular trips by vehicle type (see figure 

6 below).  

 

         Figure 11: Proposed Waste Transfer Vehicle Movements. 

5.16 It is predicted that the proposed development will attract minimal vehicle 

movements during the peak morning and evening hours. 
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5.17 It is predicted that the revised waste transfer operation will not lead to any 

additional vehicular trips including HGV trips over and above those currently 

generated by this element of waste processing at the site. The waste transfer use 

is not therefore anticipated to lead to any material increase in daily vehicular 

movements.    

Additional staff vehicle movements 
5.18 Staff numbers are predicted to rise from 33No to 55No. Based on previous 

assumptions applied in the 2017 TA this could lead to a very robust forecast of 

approximately 44No total vehicular trips per working day associated with staff 

driving their cars into and out of the site.  

 Net increase / decrease in vehicular movements 

5.19 The proposal is likely to lead to a negligible and de-minimis increase in overall 

daily vehicular movements by traffic associated with the healthcare energy 

recovery facility. That is, however, in the context of comparing proposed 

movements against recorded baseline traffic movements into the site in 2020. 

5.20 However, notwithstanding the aforementioned, in respect of the HWERF (which 

will be the only new type of waste stream being brought onto site), it must be 

stressed that the overall site wide permitted 200,000 tpa limit will not be exceeded.  

When considering the consented 200,000 tpa limit and associated ‘fall-back’ 

position in traffic terms, it should be appreciated that existing vehicular movements 

can fluctuate without breaching any extant planning condition. For example, under 

the current permission, the Applicant could vary the types of imported waste and 

associated treatments, which could increase vehicle movements as a 

consequence of which there is no planning control. Total daily vehicle movements 

were predicted in the last TA submitted with H/5005/17/W application; the 

suggested impact in relation to HGV’s only was for 120No In & 120No Out per day. 

This confirms both the MWPA & LHA were content with the predicted levels by 
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virtue of granting permission; moreover, they did not seek to restrict those 

movements. 

5.21 Again, regardless of the predicted traffic flows associated with the energy recovery 

facility and considering the paragraph above the simplistic way to consider this is 

that total waste throughput is not increasing so therefore ‘theoretically’ neither 

should the overall daily vehicle movements. It is just the type of waste being 

managed on site that is being broadened.   

5.22 Figure 7 below set outs the likely before and after traffic flows. It should be noted 

that it is likely that the previously predicted (yet not controlled) 120 In & Out HGV 

movements will nowhere near be exceeded.  

  
Total Daily 
Vehicular Trips 
(by type) 

Previous TA 
(permitted) 

2020 
Background 
flows 

With  
development 

Net 
Increase  

Staff Cars 66 66 110 +44 
Heavy Duty 
vehicles 

240 (but not 
restricted to) 

183 189 +6 or -51 
based on 
consented 
fallback 

All other vehicles – 
Light Duty & Vans 

Not assessed 32 58 +26 

 
      

              Figure 12: Before & After vehicle movements. 

 
6 Highway Safety 

 
6.1 It has been demonstrated that the proposal will be unlikely to lead to any 

significant or severe increase in daily vehicular trips by HGV’s on the local road 

network. This is due to the current waste processing limits not being exceeded. 

Vehicles currently associated with the existing level of waste processing are 

currently on the network and this is the considered ‘fallback’ position in traffic 
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terms. Limited additional turning traffic movements are forecast at the site access 

by new staff members, accordingly there will be no severe impact on highway 

safety concerns as a result. Similarly, junction capacity at the site access will not 

be exceeded / or severely impacted upon as is the case for any other road junction 

within the local vicinity. Staff vehicle movements are consistently outside of peak 

traffic hours due to shift working patterns. On that basis, there would be no 

justification for the Applicant to undertake any mitigating off site highway 

improvement works or similarly provide any financial contribution to such. 

7 Summary 
 
7.1 This Transport Statement has been prepared by Lennon Transport Planning Ltd 

on behalf of Envar Composting Ltd to support a planning application for i) Dry 

Anaerobic Digestion (AD) facility, ii) Healthcare Waste Energy Recovery Facility 

(ERF) iii) Pellet Fertiliser Production Facility, iv), Vehicle Re-Fuelling Station v) 
Waste Transfer Station and vi) a Woodchip Biomass Fuel Storage Building and 

associated development at the Applicant’s existing waste management facility The 

Heath, Woodhurst, Huntingdon, PE28 3BS. 

 

7.2 Existing planning permissions permit the use of the application site for waste 

recycling. The most relevant consent to the current proposal is H/5005/17/CW 

https://planning.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/online-

applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=ZZZZZCDYDR125&activeTab=summar

y  (See Decision Notice @ Appendix A).  

 
7.3 Planning consent H/5005/17/CW currently permits the processing of up to 

200,000tpa of waste materials. This level is not being exceeded as part of these 

current development proposals. Traffic impact on local roads and at the site 

accesses were robustly tested via a previously submitted Traffic Impact 

Assessment in 2017. It demonstrated that traffic associated with this level of waste 

https://planning.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=ZZZZZCDYDR125&activeTab=summary
https://planning.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=ZZZZZCDYDR125&activeTab=summary
https://planning.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=ZZZZZCDYDR125&activeTab=summary
Christian Smith
I’d probably leave the link in but not append the decision notice to the report (I can see why you have though) – if it is a kerfuffle, leave it!

Matt Lennon
Prefer to leave in for public without computer access (the elderly etc). 
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throughput neither led to any highway safety or highway capacity problems at 

various road junctions or at the site access. 
 

7.4 The proposal alters the type of and amounts of various waste streams within the 

200,000tpa limit that are imported and treated at the site. The HWERF could 

generate in the region of 3No additional HGV visits to the site each day (6No 

vehicle movements in total), and the 22No additional staff have robustly been 

considered capable of all driving to work each day via a single occupancy vehicle 

trip which would result in a total of 44No additional vehicular trips.  
 

7.5 The traffic impact associated with 6No overall additional HGV trips over and above 

recorded 2020 HGV trip levels should notbe considered severe in the context of 

paragraph 109 of the NPPF. 
 

7.6 Notwithstanding paragraph 7.5 it is important to note that the H/5005/17/CW was 

forecast to generate 120No HGV In & 120No HGV Out vehicle movements per 

day. This was level of HGV movements were demonstrated to cause no detriment 

to highway capacity or safety and accepted by the MWPA & LHA. These levels of 

HGV movements have never been reached since the granting of permission in 

2017 and nor will they be exceeded, or barely impacted on at all by the proposed 

new HWERF.  
 

7.7 No additional traffic impact is forecast for the AD Facility or Waste Transfer facility 

as these cater exclusively for existing waste streams within the consented 

200,000tpa limit.  
 

7.8 Accordingly, as associated traffic will not exceed those levels previously 

considered acceptable for the consented 200,000tpa, and as those vehicular trips 
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are theoretically currently capable of being generated (and therefore can be 

considered as currently being on the network), the proposal will lead to nil-

detriment in traffic generation terms. As such, we have advised the Applicant of 

the unlikeliness of any scope or justification in law for an obligation to be imposed 

requiring any highway mitigation improvements or any financial contribution 

towards similar.     
 

7.9 Ample vehicle parking, turning and manoeuvring areas for both cars and HGV 

traffic will be made available within the site. These are identified within the 

proposed site layout arrangements.  
 

7.10 There is no history of personal injury accidents occurring at any of the vehicular 

accesses into the site within the past five year study period. 
 

7.11 Accordingly, the proposal does not offend Paragraph 109 of the NPPF (2019) 

which states:  

 

• ‘Development should only be prevented or refused on highways grounds if there 

would be an unacceptable impact on highway safety, or the residual cumulative 

impacts on the road network would be severe’. 
 

7.12 This Transport Statement has demonstrated that the proposed development will 

not lead to a negative impact on the capacity or safety of the local road network. 

We therefore encourage the Waste & Mineral Planning Authority and Local 

Highway Authority to look favourably upon the highway and transportation 

considerations of the application. 

 
 

Christian Smith
Shall we keep our powder dry on this point – a bit defensive!

Christian Smith
Amend accordingly 
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Appendix A:  
 

 H/5005/17/CW – Planning Decision Notice 
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Appendix B:  
 

Details of existing Vehicular Accesses 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 

E7 – Heathtop house – Only for small cars/staff cars 

 

E6 – old entrance with brick bridge. Almost completely gone no way to pull over in road 

 



 

E5 – now blocked entrance. Concrete to roadside in existence 

 

E4 – Emergency Access. Concrete to road 



 

E3 – Secondary Gate, Daily Use 

 

E2 – covered in overgrowth and soil. Can see was once a gate but only by looking closely. 



 

E1 – Main Gate Majority Usage 
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Appendix C:  
 

 CON29 Highways Search 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Chief Executive Gillian Beasley 

 
 www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

 

  
Dear Sirs 
 

CCC305722188 – Cheffins, The Heath, Woodhurst, Huntingdon, PE28 3BS 
 
Thank you for your recent online highway information request relating to the above property. 
 
 

CON29R search (includes CON29 questions,2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 3.2, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6 and 3.7) 
 
2.1 - Adopted roads – St Ives Road, Somersham Road, Wheatsheaf Road and The Heath are all highway 
maintainable at public expense. 
2.2 - Public Rights of Way abutting or crossing the property   None  
2.3 -  Pending applications to record PROWs    None 
2.4 – Pending legal orders to stopup/divert/alter/create a PROW -  None 
2.5 - Map showing PROWs        Please see this attached 
3.2 - Land required for road works      None 
3.4 - Nearby Road Schemes       None 
3.5 - Nearby Railway Schemes      None 
3.6 – Traffic schemes       None 
3.7 - Outstanding Notices – Highways      None 
 

 
 Yours faithfully 

 

Clare Hobbs 
 Asset Information Searches Officer 

 
 

My ref: CH/CON290/CCC305722188 

 

Your ref: Lennon Transport Planning 

Date: 11 February 2021 

Contact: Clare Hobbs 
Direct dial: 01223 727973 

E Mail: Searches@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

  
Lennon Transport Planning 
120 Main Street 
Leicester 
LE6 0AF 

Place and Economy 
Highways Service 

Executive Director, Steve Cox 
Box No. STA2101 

Cambridgeshire County Council 
Stanton Way Depot 

Huntingdon 
PE29 6PY 
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Appendix D: 
 
 

 Proposed Site Layout 
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Appendix E: 
 
 

 Proposed Site Location Drawing 
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Lennon Transport Planning Ltd 
Lower Lenthill Farm 
120, Main Street 
Newtown Linford 
Leicester, LE6 0AF 
T: 0116 340 0343 
M: 07780 447 415 
office@lennontransportplanning.co.uk 
www.lennontransportplanning.co.uk 
Company number:10061511 

 
Registered Office:154, Rothley Road, Mountsorrel, LE12 7JX 
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