
21 July 2021 

Our ref:  J15293C/ML/01 

Mr Ragu Ragunather 
Alchemi Group 
New Broad Street House 
35 New Broad Street 
London 
EC2N 1NH 

Dear Ragu 

Re: FORMER WESTMINSTER FIRE STATION, GREYCOAT PLACE, LONDON 

Further to recent correspondence, it is understood that the redevelopment of the above site is 
nearing completion to provide a mix-use development of five storeys with a single level basement 
below the entire site footprint. We have previously undertaken a desk study and an intrusive 
ground investigation at the site with the following reports being produced: 

 Desk study report – reference J15293, dated October 2016; and 

 Ground investigation report – reference J15293A, dated June 2016. 

Whist a summary of the findings of the above reports is included herein, they should be read for 
detailed information on the site history, site setting, the ground conditions and soil contamination. 

Summary of Previous Desk Study Findings 

The previous desk study indicated that the site was developed as early as 1746, and was occupied by 
terraced buildings, which were demolished to make way for the fire station in 1906. Different ancillary 
buildings occupied the rear of the site throughout its history, including a laundry, with the existing 
buildings constructed in the 1990s. A number of potentially contaminative uses were historically 
present in the area surrounding the site, including a gas works, a distillery, a garage, an engineering 
works and printers. All of these were either demolished and redeveloped or replaced with offices or 
residential apartments during the latter part of the 20th Century. Information on the site indicated that a 
buried diesel fuel tank was present on the site, although it at the time it was understood that it had been 
decommissioned and foam filled in 2007. There are no historical or existing landfill sites within 1 km 
of the site, such that there was not considered to be a risk to the site from migrating landfill gas. The 
desk study concluded that there was considered to be a generally low risk of significant contamination 
being present below the site that would require major remediation. 

Summary of Previous Ground Investigation Findings 

The investigation generally encountered the expected ground conditions in that, beneath a significant 
thickness of made ground, Kempton Park Gravel was encountered and was underlain by the London 
Clay Formation. Below the surface covering of concrete, made ground extended to depths of between 
2.25 m and 3.00 m. The underlying Kempton Park Gravel comprised brown fine to coarse sand with 
rare gravel and pockets of clayey sand, which extended to a depth of 11.60 m, below which the 
London Clay was encountered and proved to the maximum depth investigated.  
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Groundwater monitoring indicated groundwater to be present at depths of between 5.63 m and 6.43 m.  
The made ground in a single borehole was noted to be stained black with a slight hydrocarbon odour 
at depths of between 1.9 m and 2.2 m, although the underlying natural soils were noted to be from the 
evidence of contamination. The results of the contamination testing indicated elevated concentrations 
of lead and total organic carbon within the made ground; no elevated concentrations of hydrocarbons 
were measured. 
 
On the basis of the investigation findings and the proposed development, it was considered that 
provided the former buried tank was removed and the soils excavated as part of the basement 
excavation were suitably disposed of, then remedial measures would not be required, with no potential 
pathways or risk of ongoing contamination considered to exist. 
 
Summary of Redevelopment Works 
 
It is understood that two buried fuel tanks were encountered during the basement excavation and were 
already found to be decommissioned. These were suitably removed by the groundworks contractor. 
Additionally, some impacted soils were encountered and were disposed of separately to a licenced 
waste disposal facility. We have enclosed the evidences provided by Knight Build to demonstrate 
these works were carried out. 
 
Conclusions 
 
On the basis of the works caried out during the groundworks and on the basis of the final 
development, all potential sources of contamination are considered to have been suitably removed, 
with the basement and superstructure providing a suitable barrier between the end users and the 
remaining underlying soils. Any made ground and impacted soils are likely to have been removed by 
the basement excavation such that there is considered to be a very low risk of contamination, with the 
site deemed suitable for the intended end use. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or require further clarification.  
 
Yours sincerely 
GEOTECHNICAL & ENVIRONMENTAL ASSOCIATES 
 
 
 
 
Matt Legg 
 
Encs 
































