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DESIGN AND ACCESS STATEMENT – Part 1 
(To be read in conjunction with Design Statement – Part 2) 
 
Proposal to Erect 1no. 2-storey detached dwelling 
At Land adjacent to 177 Waldersalde Road, Chatham, ME5 0ND 
 
Pre-application Advice has been received from Dylan Campbell, Senior 
Planner, Medway Council (PRE/21/0219, dated 26.02.21) “It was suggested 
that the best way forward would be to amend the proposal to one large, 
detached dwelling, set back further into the site in line with building line”. 
 
Site 
Walderslade Road is an arterial road which runs north to south and services 
mainly residential zones.   The plot lies to the south east of a terraced block of 
6-houses, currently being occupied by extensive garden space. 
 
Use 
The surrounding area is entirely residential, with a mix of single, 1.5 and 2-
storey housing, in detached, semi-detached and terraced form. 
 
Amount 
1no. 2-storey / 3B/4P dwellings is proposed, as a bookend to the existing 
having a 65m2 footprint (total GIFA 110m2 to comply with the Medway 
Housing Standards). 
 
Layout 
Internally the building has been laid out to replicate that of the terrace to 
which it attaches, with a kitchen to the front, open plan dining and lounge area 
to the rear, with two bedrooms to the first floor.  A ground floor wc has also 
been added. 
 
Externally the building has been sited in line with the adjacent properties to 
emulate the formal building line. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Scale 
The width of the building has been made slightly wider than that of the existing 
terraced properties so that it can accommodate a ground floor wc.  The scales 
of the windows, doors, porch, eaves and ridge heights have been kept similar 
to the rest of the terrace to ensure the building is in-keeping. 
 
Landscaping 
The landscaping has been designed to provide a front, rear and side garden 
and defensible space.  There is a total of 264m2 of amenity space. 
 
Appearance 
The appearance of the building has been designed to match adjoining buildings 
and accord with materials applied to local housing. 
 
Transport 
The former plot occupied by 177 Walderslade Road, did not have an off-road 
car parking space.  The new proposal allows for 2no. off-road car parking 
spaces with on-site turning head to allow cars to enter and leave the plot in a 
forward gear. 
 
There is adequate external amenity space to provide areas for the future 
residents to store bicycles. 
 
The nearest station is Chatham train station, being just 1.6miles from the site. 
 
Energy / Sustainability 
Energy efficiency measures will be utilised within the development, providing 
no detrimental impact on amenity.  In particular, the development will be 
designed with regard to energy efficient technology, high standards of 
insulation and other heat retaining features through the use of efficient 
building materials of the lowest possible embodied energy. 
 
The development will be designed to achieve compliance with approved 
document part L, Energy Efficiency in New Dwellings. 
 
A future-proof ‘all-electric’ proposal is being considered with PV cells to the 
roof to provide a high degree of sustainability. 
Ventilation/Extract and Refuse Disposal 



 
The ventilation system to each apartment will be capable of suppressing and 
dispersing fumes and odours due to cooking operations on the premises to 
safeguard the amenities of the surrounding area. 
 
Refuse will be stored on site in a secure bin storage area, accessible to each 
plot. 
 
POLICY BNE1 – General Principles for Built Development 
The design of the new dwelling is identical to the existing terrace and therefore 
appropriate in relation to the character, appearance and functioning of the 
built environment.  It’s use, scale, mass, proportion, details, materials, layout 
and siting are all perfectly matched to it’s surroundings.  The proposal respects 
the scale, appearance and location of buildings, spaces and the visual amenity 
of the surrounding area. 
 
POLICY BNE 2 – Amenity Protection 
The proposal has been designed to secure the amenities of it’s future 
occupants, and protect those amenities enjoyed by nearby and adjacent 
properties.  The design of the development takes into consideration privacy, 
daylight, sunlight, activity levels and traffic generation. 
 
POLICY H4 – Housing in Urban Areas 
As vacant land within the urban area as defined on the proposals map, 
residential development is suitable. 
 
POLICY T1 – Impact of Development 
With the addition of only one dwelling and off road parking being provided for 
each, the development will not significantly add to risk of road traffic 
accidents.  The highway network has adequate capacity to cater for the traffic 
that will be generated by the new house.  The development will not result in 
any traffic movements at unsociable hours that would be likely to cause loss of 
residential amenity. 
 
POLICY T2 – Access to the Highway 
The intensification of only two new accesses will have negligible impact. 
 
POLICY T13 – Vehicle Parking Standards 
An average of 1.5 parking spaces per dwelling is suggested in this standard.  
We are allowing 2no. spaces therefore comply with this standard. 


