
 
 

14th January 2021 
 
Dear  
 
My role within Bexley Council is to lead on Children’s University, which is a scheme we 
deliver for the London South East Children’s University, incorporating the London 
Boroughs of Bromley, Bexley and Greenwich. The Children’s University is a nationwide 
scheme working with 5-14year olds to encourage and reward their participation in extra-
curricular learning. This extra-curricular learning can take place at the school’s lunchtime 
and after-school clubs as well at  public “Learning Destinations”. These Learning 
Destinations are places that offer a high quality of learning, whether it be yoga classes, music 
theatre, Taekwondo or visiting heritage sites.  
 
When they complete activities at these Learning Destinations, they earn stamps for their 
Children’s University “Passport to Learning” and at the end of each academic year, we 
count up how many hours of learning they have accumulated and this determines the level 
of award they receive. We currently have nearly 2000 pupils enrolled in Bexley and this is 
likely to double over the coming year as we come out of the pandemic.  
 
Lesnes Abbey is one of the Learning Destinations in Bexley and they offer a range of 
activities where pupils can earn stamps. This includes an ongoing activity sheet to find out 
more about the Abbey itself as well as events which are hosted by various providers at the 
venue. Past events have included the venue hosting an Eco-Festival, willow weaving, nature 
trails and many more! The current difficulty is that without a base, incorporating a shelter, 
the engagement of the activities can be limited if the weather is poor. Indeed, when I 
attended an activity being led by NWKCP in October half term, many of those booked in 
did not attend due to the weather being wet and windy.  
 
Lesnes Abbey also offer great opportunities for local schools to visit for a School Trip but 
speaking as an ex-primary school teacher of fifteen years, having an outside classroom would 
be so beneficial, as many schools are embracing outdoor learning and indeed have outside 
classrooms or Forest Schools incorporated into their grounds and/or their curriculum.  
 
I whole-heartedly support the development of the Canopy Classroom as I feel it will benefit 
so many groups who use the Lesnes Abbey and the woods for their learning. To be able to 



increase outdoor learning opportunities for pupils across Bexley and the areas beyond 
would be fantastic. The ideas presented include supporting work for a Forest School, a 
space for adult learners as well as base for the amazing team of volunteers and these would 
all benefit the local community immensely.  
 
I look forward to being able to make use of the Canopy Classroom when it is completed! 
 
Best wishes, 
Louise 
 
Louise Chalkley 
Children’s University Officer for Bexley  


