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Outdoor Education Space @ Lesnes Abbey Woods INTRODUCTION_0.1

INTRODUCTION
This Design and Access Statement has been produced by WonKy, People Architecture Cities, to support 
a planning application for the development of an Outdoor Education Space that is temporary in nature and 
ancillary to The Lodge building at Lesnes Abbey Woods. 
The designated outdoor space set within the woodland will support the volunteers and members of the 
woodland management team, and ongoing events that aims to teach children and young adults the 
importance of sustainable woodland management and nature conservation, demonstrating traditional 
woodland skills to new members of the woodland management team.
The outdoor space will also be a facilitiy for North West Kent Countryside Partnership to continue their 
work with schools to give local children access to the woodland as a place to enjoy for outdoor recreation 
and learning..

Planning Summary 
Initial Conversations
WonKy had an initial telephone discussion (30.06.20) with Neil Luxton at Bexley Planning and outlined 
the proposals for the Canopy Classroom at Lesnes Abbey Woods. The initial feedback on a new outdoor 
classroom was that it sounds interesting. Neil advised that key considerations will be the importance of 
the woods and its ecology, and so the classroom should be presented as something which is ancillary to 
the woods. He advised that the links with the Lodge and being part of the wider education agenda in the 
woods have merit and should be promoted. We advised that the proposed use for the new accommodation 
such as wood carving and forest classes are clearly in support of how the woods operate as an education 
and learning environment. 
Neil had no immediate concerns about the use of shipping containers, and mentioned the possibility of 
painting them green or partially clad in timber.
Neil suggested the best way to proceed will be through a pre-application consultation with Bexley planning. 

Pre-application Meeting
A Pre-Appplication meeting, Ref. 20/02530/PREAPP, was held with Avril McNamara, 12th November, 2020, 
to discuss the proposal for the outdoor education space that was described in the drawings and Stage 
2 reports as produced by WonKy. From this meeting a letter of advice was produced by Ms McNamara, 
1/12/2020. The response to the LPA advice is covered in the Planning Statement below in section 10.0. 
This Design and Access Statement and Planning Statement is a response to the advice given.



Lesnes Abbey Woods is an area of ancient woodland in the London Borough of Bexley, it is a Local Nature Reserve and includes 
the Abbey Wood geological Site of Special Scientific Interest, an important site for Tertiary fossils. The old council depot has 
been identified as the perfect location for the outdoor education space as the ground has been recently developed and is of low 
ecological value.
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Outdoor Education Space @ Lesnes Abbey Woods LOCATION_1.1

View 2, Looking east towards the site from New Road, just before the pedestrian and vehicle gate View 3, Looking across the site in Autumn



Outdoor Education Space @ Lesnes Abbey Woods HERITAGE_2.0

OS Map 1950’s, Scale 1:2500 @ A3 OS Map 1970’s, Scale 1:2500 @ A3The Hundred of Little and Lesnes, not to scale @ A3

Lesnes Abbey Woods is an ancient woodland which has been in existence since at least the 1100s and is shown on the 1700’s maps of the hundred of Little and Lesnes.
A hundred was a historical land division. Little and Lesnes was the northernmost hundred in the county of Kent and had existed since ancient times and before the Domesday Book 
of 1086. The hundred was recorded in the Domesday Book as the Hundred of Litlelee, the largest settlement in the hundred was Lessness. In 1086 the Domesday Book recorded 
68 households in Lessness. In 1347 it was recorded as the hundred of Litley and by 1400 it was being referred to as the hundred of Little and Lesnes. Not much changed over the 
centuries until the North Kent Railway Line was extended in 1849, which ran through Little and Lesnes Hundred, connecting Kent to London, with stops at Plumstead and Abbey 
Wood. The council depot adjacent to New Road is believed to have existed from at least 1950, and seen by the red cross in the maps below. 

+ +



HERITAGE_2.1Outdoor Education Space, A Heritage of Open-air Schools
The history of an open-air school or classroom has its roots in adjacent Bostall Woods, when the first open-air school in England was opened in 1907. The idea was borrowed from Germany which had 
pioneered the woodland school in 1904 where fresh air and sunlight were seen as essential for the recovery of children with remediable health problems. In 1907, the London County Council decided the 
German model should be recreated in the Royal Arsenal Co-operative Society’s Bostall recreation ground and wood, which is now occupied by the Abbey Wood Caravan and Motorhome Club.
Admission was restricted to children living near the tram line or within walking distance of the school. The pupils, selected by their headmasters and vetted by medical examinations, suffered from anaemia, 
heart problems, lung conditions, pre-tuberculous symptoms or nervous conditions. Many, perhaps most, were undernourished when they arrived – on average, the gained nearly a stone each over summer. 
From 22nd July until October, some 108 pupils were accommodated, with five teaching staff and domestic support. School hours were from 9a.m. to 6pm, five and half days a week, with three substantial 
meals provided, and a long mid-day rest.
When the experimental school closed at the end of October, it was deemed a resounding success, and plans were made to find sites for permanent schools. They duly opened the following year at Shooters 
Hill, Forest Hill, and Kentish Town.

Scenes from England’s first Open-Air School, at the Bostall recreation ground and wood

Photo of New Road circa. 1920



Outdoor Education Space, Shipping Container & Parachute 
The outdoor education space is conceived as a temporary structure, sustainable with a low carbon footprint and making the most 
of recycled materials. Such that the main elements of the outdoor classroom are made from a decommissioned MOD parachute 
and a surplus shipping container sourced locally from the Thames port. Green wood harvested from Lesnes Abbey Woods will be 
used as structural timber. Other items such as furniture and equipment will be made on-site from timber also taken from the woods.

In 1956 the shipping container was invented in North Carolina, USA, 
and in 1961 the International standard for container dimensions 
was agreed. Since the late 1980s architects have been looking at 
the possibility of using shipping containers as a readily available 
building module. In recent years they are frequently used in all 
things ‘pop-up’ from cafés to offices. 
However the shipping container has become a victim of its own 
success, resulting in a surplus supply around the world. There 
are countless empty, unused shipping containers left on shipping 
docks taking up space. Typically the cost of shipping empty 
containers back to their origin exceeds the cost of importing new 
containers from Asia. The result is a high volume of empty shipping 
containers that are just waiting to become a home, office, chapel, 
or even as a storage for an open-air classroom.

Shipping container chapel Shipping container welcome centre Open-air parachute classrooms

PRECEDENTS_3.0



Outdoor Education Space, Stakeholders / Collaborators

CREATIVE NATURE
Headed up by sculptor Stephen Stockbridge, Creative 
Nature HQ is a London based creative outfit utilising craft 
courses for their well-being benefits. They offer courses in 
woodcarving, willow weaving and spoon carving, in various 
places throughout London and south east, including 
Lesnes Abbey Woods. They have a proven track record 
of working together on a large scale to develop skills, 
creativity & community. Their classes allow people of all 
age groups to experience natural wonder & collaboration.

LESNES LODGE
Lesnes Abbey Woods has been managed by the Council since 1986 
and been a public park since 1930.  In 2014, Bexley Council was 
awarded Parks for People funding. The grant enabled the site to 
be significantly developed, including building a new Lesnes Abbey 
Lodge that hosts conferences, school workshops, leisure activities 
and meetings. Importantly the lodge is available for hire and provides 
an important revenue stream. Activities currently taking place at 
the lodge include classes looking at the woodland ecology and the 
outdoor education space will be an important overflow facility for 
the lodge.

Carving Workshop at Woodlands Farm, Bexley Lichens at Lesnes Abbey Woods
NORTH WEST KENT COUNTRYSIDE PARTNERSHIP 
NWKCP is a not-for-profit organisation working in the boroughs of Bexley, Dartford, 
Gravesham and Sevenoaks on a wide variety of conservation, community and 
education projects. NWKCP was developed out of a desire to help the environment 
and local community. Some of their key aims include developing opportunities for 
all members of the public to explore the countryside. This includes working with 
schools where outdoor classes are linked with curriculum subjects, where additional 
learning outcomes include learning to respect and understand the countryside 
and its traditions, and the social and health benefits of the countryside and being 
outdoors. NWKCP has been working in partnership with the Lesnes team for many 
years now, running a wide variety of community engagement events and school 
visits to help local children and families to discover the wonders of Lesnes Abbey.

Outdoor classroom in the woods

North West Kent Countryside Partnership and Creative Nature HQ currently run open air classes in Lesnes Abbey Wood, and the 
Canopy Classroom and storage will enable them to spend more time in the woods.  

STAKEHOLDERS_4.0



Outdoor Education Space, 
Pilot Events and Public Consultation

Workshops have been piloted in Lesnes Abbey Woods using a temporary canopy of a similar type and size to that proposed in this report. 
These photographs are from a spoon carving workshop run by Creative Nature HQ.
Feedback has been positive from the participants and general public!

CONSULTATION_5.0



Outdoor Education Space, 
Pilot Events and Public Consultation

On 23rd May, 2021, a public consultation event was held at Lesnes Abbey Woods.
The public was invited to take part in some of the activities that would take place at the proposed outdoor education space.
The day was a great success with all the slots taken for trying out traditional woodland skills, and demonstrating how the offer for outdoor recreation 
can be expanded in this established woodland, as well as showing the next generation how important it is to manage the woods sustainably.
Feedback has been collated and can be found in the appendix section at the end of this document.

CONSULTATION_5.1



Outdoor Education Space, Brief and Accommodation
 
The proposed accommodation has been developed in consultation with the stakeholders, users and collaborators on this project:

Main Facility
- The Outdoor Education Space: approximately 60-65sqm outdoor space marked out in the ground and sheltered by a retractable parachute canopy. This space will allow groups of children 
and adults to carry on with their outdoor activities, including woodland management, nature conservation and woodland recreation all year round in and in all weather.

Ancillary Facilities
- The Drying Tower: a 5sqm multi-functional structure. At ground level, this functions as a cloakroom, storage and kiosk for the outdoor classroom. The upper space of the enclosure is 
storage,  hanging and drying space for the parachute cover when not in use. The upper part of the tower will also be used for securing wildlife monitoring devices, and bird or bat boxes 
(see ecological recommendations).

- The horizontal shipping container (20ft): a 25sqm secure storage space that may also be used for small meetings and small classes.

- Secure external storage: 10sqm timber structure for storing large equipment and stools.

Currently, outdoor activities are held in various open locations throughout Lesnes Abbey Woods and the outdoor education space will be a base where practical classes and demonstrations 
might be held, with ancillary storage for tools and equipment. The outdoor education space and ancillary storage is to be ring-fenced by a short perimeter fence to minimise distractions 
and to ward off intruders during times when the classroom is not in operation. It is anticipated the main users along with Lesnes Abbey Woods estate management team will be Creative 
Nature HQ, North West Kent Countryside Partnership (NWKCP) and groups currently using space within the Lodge that have an interest in the woodland ecology.

Creative Nature HQ lead by Stephen Stockbridge holds daytime classes throughout the year demonstrating traditional woodworking techniques for crafts such as spoon carving, chair 
making and sculpture. Hand tools are likely to be stored off site, but bulky timber carving ‘horses,’ pole lathes etc. that are too large and heavy to be transported, will need to be securely 
stored on site.

Isabel Shaw at NWKCP manages the outdoor recreation and learning classes for local schools to engage with the woods in curriculum-based topics in science, geography and history. 

THE BRIEF_6.0



Outdoor Education Space, Old Council Depot
Location
The site for the proposed Open-air Classroom is 300m south of the Lodge on 
the east side of New Road, and close to the pedestrian and vehicular access 
gate to Lesnes Abbey Woods. The site is thought to be the location of the old 
council depot that can still be seen in OS maps. 

Lesnes Abbey Woods is an ancient woodland and the council depot offers 
one of the few places in the woodland where the ground has recently been 
disturbed potentially allowing for new uses. 

The proposal will need to cause as little impact to the surroundings as 
possible, be lightweight and temporary in nature and respect the ecology of 
the surrounding woodland. 

The site offers both good access to those arriving by foot and those who need 
to park at the bays on New Road. 

A small clearing will need to be formed through the removal of around four 
young chestnuts to enable the Canopy Classroom and ancillary storage to be 
established.
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Outdoor Education Space, Proposed Site Plan
 

Site Plan_Proposed

Lesnes Abbey Woods
Outdoor Education Space

1:200 @A3

Drawing Number:

Status:

Drawn by: LK/WW Date: Rev:

2002_L100

General Notes:
Do not scale from this drawing.
All dimensions in metres/milimetres.
All dimensions to be checked by the Contractor.
Any discrepancies to be notiÞed to the Architect.

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION

www.wonky.space
101 Heath Street
London NW3 6SS, UK
+44 (0) 7813175721 / 7980302345

NEW ROAD

Entrance gate to Woods

FOOTPATH

to the Lodge

Fe
nc

e 
en

cl
os

in
g 

O
ut

do
or

 E
du

ca
tio

n 
Sp

ac
e

Secure ancillary
structure for

Outdoor
Education Space

Outdoor
Education Space

Former council depot:disturbed ground

SITESECTION

SITE
SECTION

S
ite

 b
ou

nd
ar

y 
fo

r E
co

lo
gi

ca
l S

ur
ve

y

Access to existing path

0 5m 20m N

11.06.21 -

PLANNING

PLANNING - 11.06.21

THE SITE PROPOSED_7.1



GA Plan_Proposed
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1 20ft reclaimed side-opening shipping container, Corten finish
 - Small internal meeting room
 - Small removable generator for small power and lighting
2 Vertical structure, 9m overall height
 Materials:
 - Timber framed (green wood option to be explored)
 - Lightweight polycarbonate cladding
 - Cladding to match Corten steel colour to 6m height
 - Transluscent clad lantern for top 3m
 Use:
 - Utility and storage (ground)
 - Storage, hanging & drying space for outdoor classroom canopy
 with pulley system to operate (high level).
 - Bat/bird boxes and ecological monitoring equipment (roof level)
3 Secure external storage for larger woodworking equipment
 - Corten steel enclosure
4 Everyday use door: wheelchair accessible with small external ramp

5 External timber decking
6 Fenced enclosure to Outdoor Education Space:
 - Fencing to match existing Lesnes timber post and mesh fencing
 - 2 no. gates to enclosure 
7  Outdoor Classroom:
 Materials:
 - Retractable canopy: decommissioned MOD parachute
 - Timber posts around perimeter to secure canopy ties (~1.8m high)
 - Parachute returned into vertical structure for drying/storage when   
 not in use.
 Use:
 - External, sheltered education space for 30 children (~65sqm),   
 compliant with KS1 area requirements.
 - Adequate space for 2 KS1 groups to site for packed lunch.
8 Ridge line strung between vertical structure and existing tree or
 vertical pole.
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Site Section_Proposed
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Outdoor Education Space, Sloping Section

The proposed shipping containers would preferably be situated along the natural slope of the 
site to minimise groundwork and level changes in accessing the internal spaces. However the 
final orientation and siting will be determined by the structural and arboricultural assessment to 
ensure limited ground disturbance. The landscaping under the shelter of the outdoor education 
space will be required to negotiate a level change of around 1m. 

TOPOGRAPHY_8.1
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MATERIALS_8.2Outdoor Education Space, Materials
The materials have been chosen to create an outdoor education space that will be beautiful, sustainably 
sourced and an exemplar of good design.

The shelter for the outdoor education space is made from a decommissioned MOD parachute creating a 
delightful space beneath for all kinds of activites in all weather.

To ensure the ancillary facilites are sympathetic with the woodland setting and following advice from 
the LPA, timber is used for the structure of the vertical tower and the external storage ‘cage.’ Timber 
cladding is not used due to the high risk of arson. Alternatively, Corten steel is used for cladding at low 
level which is in keeping with the current material palette used for wayfinding and gateways throughout 
the woodland estate. In addition to an overall reduction in height from the pre-application proposals, a 
corrugated lightweight cladding is used for two thirds of the height of the vertical tower with the upper third 
clad in a clear corrugated polycarbonate cladding to allow the timber structure to be expressed and for 
the woodland beyond to be visible from all angles. This has the added effect of making the tower appear 
to be even shorter.

A shipping container is used for the main storage as this needs to be secure and robust. Sourced locally 
it will provide readily available accommodation. 

To allow for a wider range of occupancy hours and user groups, the installation of electricity has been 
allowed for and powered by a small, mobile generator stored at the Lodge. In regard to other services, 
toilets are available at the Lodge.

Sustainability will be at the forefront of all design decisions, such as the use of green wood obtained from 
the woodland.

SOUTH ELEVATION NORTH ELEVATION EAST ELEVATION WEST ELEVATION



Outdoor Education Space, 
view from footpath approach from the Lodge

WOODLAND VIEW_8.3



Outdoor Education Space, 
view from New Road looking South

NEW ROAD VIEW_8.4

For most of the year the old council depot site is hidden behind dense foliage with good access from New Road. The screened but accessible depot site was well chosen by the council and it makes for 
a good site today. To minimise impact the vertical element of the development has been reduced in height since the pre-application meeting (previous height outlined in red dashed line below) and the 
transparent cladding has the effect of reducing the height even further. The view below illustrates what might be seen in Autumn when looking south from New Road, in summer it is more or less hidden 
and below the height of the road hedging.

Typical view of the council depot site in Summer looking South. Proposed view of the Outdoor Education Space in Autumn.

Height at pre-application meeting

New lower height transparent cladding



Outdoor Education Space, Ecology and Trees
ECOLOGY
A primary ecological assessment was commissioned by Bexley and the report by ASW Ecology (ASW/
BC/052/24/2020) was issued in November 2020. The boundary of the ecological survey is indicated in 
red on the existing site plan submitted with this application. The report is submitted with this application.

All the recommendations of the report will be adopted as follows:

 1. A further bat assessment by ASW of a single tree (within the site area ) with endoscope was   
 undertaken and is submitted with this application . This found no evidence of bat roosting and   
 addresses recommendation 5.1 in the ecology report.

 2. The existing bramble and ground vegetation at the development footprint for the outdoor   
 education space will be managed as short vegetation as part of normal woodland glade    
 management and on a regular basis. This will remove any remote possibility of the occasional   
 reptile using any potential new habitat for genuine shelter or foraging and to avoid any possible  
 impact on any reptile species in the wider area  -  thus addressing recommendation 5.2 in the   
 report.

 3. Guidance regarding bird nesting will be followed as set out in recommendation 5.3 of the   
          report. The proposed construction phase (Autumn/Winter 2021) will be outside bird nesting            
season.

 4.Biodiversity enhancement will be implemented within the site area in the form of bird and bat   
 boxes as per recommendation 5.4 in the report. Both existing trees and the proposed vertical   
 structure will be utilised for this purpose.

 5. Best practise regarding bats and tree management will be followed as recommendation 5.5 of  
 the report. Competent and trusted tree contractors will be used for all the tree works.

In summary, the impact of the proposed development on the ecology is negligible and the ecologist did 
not raise any concern with the trees that are proposed to be felled. Furthermore, the site area, largely 
comprised of the former council depot, is bare woodland floor with minimal ecological value and is “the 
ideal location in regards to minimising the ecological impact of the proposed development, since no large 
trees are to be felled and the main undergrowth such as brambles is at the footprint boundaries.”

TREES 
The following comments are from Mark Taylor (Tree and Nature Conservation Manager) to Avril McNamara 
on 11/11/20,
 
 1. The recommendations of the Preliminary Ecological report should be implemented.

 2. We will need to approve methodology for construction of structures over the root zone of the  
 retained trees.
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 3. There are plenty of small details we will need to see and approve such as the attachment of 
 the line to the oak and the construction of the fencing. 

 4. But overall from the tree point of view I don’t think we have too much concern.

As noted in the Ecology summary above, the client is committed to implementing the recommendations 
of the report (point 1).
A structural engineer will be appointed following submission of this application and will work closely with 
an arboriculturalist who will provide a method statement for construction of the structures over the root 
zone of the retained trees. We would request that the arboriculture report be made a condition of planning 
approval (point 2).
We would request that any minor details that are required for the tree officer to approve (such as ridge line 
padding) to be made a condition of the planning approval (point 3).
The proposals submitted in this application show four trees to be felled rather than the six shown in the 
pre-application proposals (point 4).

ARCHAEOLOGY
The site is to the immediate west of an Archaeological Priority Area. Lesnes Abbey Woods is a Tier 1 APA 
meaning that archaeology within that area has the potential, if present, to be nationally important. The site 
area for the proposed development is just outside this area.

Following a communication with Mark Stevenson of Historic England, his advice was that if the proposal 
was to involve limited or no ground disturbance then there would likely to be no archaeological interest.

At this juncture, it is anticipated that the ground disturbance of the proposal will involve limited ground 
disturbance for the proposed ancillary structures, in order to protect the root zones of the retained trees 
(as noted in the Trees summary) and that this work will be situated on the recently disturbed ground of the 
former council depot. 
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TRAVEL
The proposed Outdoor Education Space is ancillary to the Lodge (the visitor and education centre). 
As such the proposal will be incorporated into a new Travel Plan for the Lodge which is currently being 
prepared. The anticipated number of those attending events at the proposed Outdoor Education Space 
are relatively very minor in comparison to the many thousands that use the Lodge and Lesnes Abbey 
Woods. Furthermore, the users of the proposal are all currently organising regular events and activities in 
Lesnes Abbey Woods.

The primary users of the proposed Outdoor Education Space are North West Kent Countryside Partnership, 
Creative Nature HQ and activities currently held at the Lodge. An anticipated timetable for these users 
with anticipated attendance numbers is submitted with this application.

An analysis of current and expected travel methods has been undertaken for the purpose of this application 
through a review with North West Kent Countryside Partnership. NWKCP school sessions and weekly 
forest school are anticipated to be 32 hours per week during term time (see proposed timetable). NWKCP 
will be organising the largest events on the site: up to 60 children and 6 adults. 

Data has been provided by Bexley on the events organised by NWKCP in Lesnes Abbey Woods between 
November 2017 and March 2020 (2 years and 4 months) and this was reviewed with Stephanie Johnson 
(NWKCP Partnership Officer) with the following key findings:

 - NWKCP organised 60 events with 26 different schools and a total attendance of 3055 in this   
 28-month period. The typical attendance for each event was between 30 and 60 (up to two KS2  
 classes) which reflects the size of the sessions anticipated in this proposal.

 - Stephanie Johnson (NWKCP Partnership Officer) advised that schools either travel by public   
 transport (bus or train) or walk to and from the site. 
 - Minibus and coach hire are cost prohibitive for the local schools attending events organised by  
 NWKCP.

 - Only 2 of the 60 previous events required minibus or coach hire and on both occasions the   
 coach/ minibus dropped off and picked up the classes from a neighbouring street.

 - NWKCP have advised that car, minibus or coach parking will NOT be required for school 
 sessions organised by NWKCP in the proposed Outdoor Learning Space.
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INTRODUCTION
10.1. This Planning Statement has been produced by WonKy to support a planning application for 
development of an Outdoor Education Space that is temporary in nature and ancillary to The Lodge building 
at Lesnes Abbey Woods.

10.2. In late 2020 pre-application advice (Ref: 20/02530PREAPP) was given by the LPA, with regards to 
development at this site and the pre-app response whilst not supporting the proposal did conclude that, 
‘whether this facility is acceptable in principle will be dependent on robust justification being provided in 
relation to the site’s designation as Metropolitan Green Belt, Metropolitan Open Space as well as Open 
Space.’

10.3. The proposed development has taken on board comments made in the LPAs preapplication response. 
And changes have been made to the height of the tower and cladding that will be more sympathetic to the 
woodland setting. 

10.4. The LPAs preapplication response states that ‘the development is loosely connected with outdoor 
recreation...’ This Planning Statement hopes to reiterate the point made in the Design and Access Statement 
that the development is for an outdoor space that promotes outdoor recreation and learning and exposes 
local children to the natural wonders of the woodlands, and a place for all people to learn traditional forestry 
skills as part of the ongoing management and conservation of the woodland.

10.5. The LPAs preapplication response states that ‘It will be helpful if the structure is not permanent, and 
can easily be removed when and if the use ceases.’ This Planning Statement hopes to clarify that the 
development made from a shipping container, a parachute and a lightweight timber frame is temporary in  
concept and intent.

10.6. This Heritage Statement has been prepared in accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework 
(2019) (NPPF) to support the planning application. It should be read in accordance with architectural plans 
and other supporting documents, which form this application.

PLANNING POLICIES 
10.7. As identified, the site is located within designated Metropolitan Open Land (MOL). 

10.8. London Plan Policy 7.17 and ITP London Plan Policy G3 set out the approach to development within 
the MOL, which is that the strongest protection should be given to them and that they should be protected 
from inappropriate development in accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, 2019).
As such land designated MOL is afforded the same level of protection as the Metropolitan Green Belt. 

10.9. The NPPF paragraph 145 sets out the types of development that can be considered appropriate in 
the MOL and all other types of development outside this list are considered to be inappropriate: 
a) buildings for agriculture and forestry; 
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b) the provision of appropriate facilities (in connection with the existing use of land or a change of use) 
for outdoor sport, outdoor recreation, cemeteries and burial grounds and allotments; as long as the 
facilities preserve the openness of the Green Belt and do not conflict with the purposes of including 
land within it; 

10.10. The outdoor classroom is a facility that aims to support both forestry skills and outdoor 
recreation. The ‘education’ aspect is to ensure children can learn about traditional woodland skills 
and how best to enjoy the wonders of woodland for their wellbeing.

10.11. There is a need to carry out a balancing exercise of judging harm against other planning 
considerations as required under the NPPF. The NPPF sets out the Government’s planning policies 
for England and how these are to be applied. The guiding principle of the document is a presumption 
in favour of sustainable development and the protection and enhancement of the historic environment 
is embedded in this approach.

10.12. Sustainable development is defined as meeting the needs of the present without compromising 
the needs of the future. Paragraph 8 of the NPPF breaks down this definition into three objectives: 
economic, social and environmental. Within the environmental objective, sustainable development 
needs to contribute to ‘protecting and enhancing our natural, built and historic environment’. 

10.13. Paragraph 20 of the NPPF contains Strategic Policies, which provide an overall strategy for 
the pattern, scale and quality of development and make sufficient provision for the conservation and 
enhancement of the natural, built and historic environment. 

10.14. Paragraphs 195 and 196 refer to ‘public benefit’ as a means to outweigh the loss of or harm to 
a designated heritage asset. The NPPF identifies that public benefit may follow many developments 
and as such this benefit could be anything that delivers economic, social or environmental progress 
which are the dimensions to sustainable development defined by NPPF Paragraph 8. The NPPF 
states, ‘Public benefits should flow from the proposed development. They should be of a nature or 
scale to be of benefit to public at large and should not just be a private benefit. However, benefits do 
not always have to be visible or accessible to the public in order to be genuine public benefit’. 

10.15. The points above relate to NPPF Paragraph 192, which requires the Local Planning Authority 
to take these points into account when determining applications. Although, there is no defined list of 
public benefits, examples of public benefit for an open space: • The promotion of an amenity to a wider 
public. • The passing on of knowledge and skills associated with a woodland. • The enhancement of 
an open area to be enjoyed by more people with more recreation activities.
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10.16. Paragraph 131 states, ‘In determining applications, great weight should be given to outstanding or 
innovative designs which promote high levels of sustainability or help raise the standard of design more 
generally in an area, so long as they fit in with the overall form and layout of their surroundings’.

10.17. The GLA have seen the proposed development and have sent a letter in support of this outdoor 
education space in this designated MOL.

10.18. Bexley UDP, paragraph 5.9. Whilst a particular land use might be acceptable in principle in the 
Green Belt, there is still a need to ensure that new development associated with that use does not detract 
from its function, appearance, and open character. For the purposes of this policy the term ‘predominantly 
open air’ is used to describe a situation where a particular area of land is almost exclusively in open use 
and where any associated built development is ancillary to that open use. Ancillary buildings must be 
essential for the functioning of the main open use and applicants will need to justify the siting of any new 
built development on open land rather than within the existing development area.

10.19. The ‘classroom’ is predominantly under the parachute canopy, in the open air and the storage 
containers and tower is ancillary to that use.

PROPOSED WORKS AND ASSESSMENT 
10.20. Following pre-application advice, the proposed development has been reduced in, scale and 
height. The revised design includes the use of more timber elements to be more sympathetic with the 
woodland setting.

10.21. The footprint of the storage (shipping) container has been reduced and is ancillary storage to the 
open-air classroom that operates under a canopy.

10.22. The vertical element has been reduced in height and is constructed from timber frame using 
greenwood cut from the woodland. The upper third of the tower is clad in transparent polycarbonate 
allowing it to blend in with the canopy of trees.

10.23. The boundary fencing around the site is to be stock netting supported on timber posts, as already 
used for protecting the bluebell fields at Lesnes Abbey Woods. 

CONCLUSION 
10.24. The purpose of the development falls within both forestry use and open air recreation. The outdoor 
education space will allow more people to learn about the various opportunities the woodland offers to be 
enjoyed and appreciated and help in its ongoing conservation.

10.23. London Plan Policy 3.18 states development proposals which enhance education and skills 
provision will be supported, including new build, expansion of existing or change of use to educational 
purposes. 

10.24. The proposal also adheres to policies contained in the London Plan (2016), as the proposal is 
sympathetic in form, scale, materials and architectural detail. The proposal is of high-quality design that 
considers the woodland setting within an undulating topography. 

10.25. Letters of support for the proposal have been sent by the following and are submitted with this 
application: GLA, Natural England, North West Kent Countryside Partnership, Children’s University.
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Results of Outdoor Consultation and Have a Go at Green Wood Working 
23 May 2021

Outdoor Classroom consultation was held outdoors in the Monk’s Garden from 11.15am until 2.30pm on 
23rd May 2021 along with bookable spaces for Have a Go at Green Wood Working in the proposed space 
for the Outdoor Classroom on the former council depot next to the New Road entrance into the park.  
Visitors to the park were able to see concepts and designs for the proposed new space.  In attendance, 
were the architects, Lesnes Abbey staff and key partners Creative Nature HQ (running the workshops) 
and North West Kent Countryside Partnerships who were able to answer any queries or concerns.  46 
people engaged with the consultation.
  
 1. What do you think about the overall idea of having an Outdoor Classroom on the former   
     council depot near New Road entrance?

Great idea, gets people into the woods
Thinks it good for getting people learning skills outdoors
Great idea with for the children – they will love it
Excellent location for multi-generational activity that will be suitable for all ages 
Excellent use of woodland
Great idea!
Superb idea for local children to get into nature
Will be a great additional space for Lesnes
Sounds wonderful
You have the woods, what better way to utilise this area and help sustain this environment for the future
Good idea Good site.  Could contribute to a better understand ing of nature and help better manage and 
regenerate the woods
As long as it is in keeping with the woods and not an eye sore
I think this would be a great experience for children

Would be really nice to show the children what is inside the forest.  What they can do here, how to survive 
in the forest.  Be close with the nature is very important for children’s development
Would be really good place and new experience for kids
Very good idea
I think anything that enhances learning opportunities can only be a good idea.  What a lovely site in the 
middle of the woods too
Could do with more classes for kids to understand nature etc
It must go ahead! Especially post Lockdown with good enough sustainable funding to support marketing, 
staffing etc Especially for under 5s provision and for adult wellbeing, I’ll spread the word @peabody 
nature forum
Great to see investment in the area
It’s a great idea which will encourage people of all ages to learn and enjoy mor of the outdoors/nature

 2. Do you think making Lesnes Abbey Woods a centre of excellence for woodland crafts is 
     a good idea?

I think it’s a great idea
Yes, an excellent location for woodland management and education
This woold looks and feel like a real wood
To keep woodland crafts alive and inspire kids is a fantastic idea
Brilliant idea
Excellent idea if it helps manage the woods for biodiversity 
I would definitely get involved
It is very interesting idea.  Something different for children
Yes, I think it is really interesting for all people
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Yes
Really good idea – especially for people who wouldn’t necessarily have access to these opportunities 
Will help with upkeep
People need grounding sensory experiences to reconnect with the land, the history, which will support 
their mental health 
Chance for people to learn new skills

 3. What sort of activities would you like to see happening at the Outdoor Education   
    Classroom?

All these ideas would work
As many as possible
All good, as long as it promotes aspects for the woods in nature
Children’s eco birthday parties It’s a great idea! Love it!
All sound great to me
Private groups to hire for workshops and discussions
Nothing that creates rubbish
Gardening
The more facilities in parks the better

 4. Do you have any other comments to make?

This facility may help reduce the constant fly tipping problems experiences in New Road 
Make it happen ASAP
Very good idea to get invoice with nature more especially children

Very good idea – especially the location on a previous used part of the wood
Any activities that promote heal of the woodland and looks after the natural world 
Great idea
What a fantastic idea for this area
It would be good to use wood from the woodland to build the project and to use local people to help 
construct it 
Rubbish collection volunteers
All good – well done :-) 
I think as a parent it’s fantastic idea not only for children but for whole family!!!!
The woodlands need managing
The park of childhood is finally being utilised and its potential is amazing it’s so beautiful here
Brilliant idea!
Get advertised on the council website so people can find you
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Anticipated timetable for the proposed Outdoor Education Space at Lesnes Abbey Woods 

User Key 
North West Kent Countryside Partnership 
Creative Nature HQ 
Lesnes Lodge clubs and activities  
 

 8am – 10am 10am – 1pm 1pm – 3pm 3pm – 5pm 5pm – 9pm 
Monday Set up for wood working 

class 
Traditional wood working 
class 

Traditional wood working 
class 

Clear up after wood 
working class 

Lodge clubs and 
activities 

2 staff  15 attendees plus 2 staff 15 attendees plus 2 staff 2 staff 12-15 attendees 
Tuesday  Set up for school session School session 

 
School session 
 

Clear up after school 
session 

Lodge clubs and 
activities 

2 staff 30 children plus 6 adults 30 children plus 6 adults 2 staff 12-15 attendees 
Wednesday Set up for school session School session 

 
School session 
 

Clear up after school 
session 

Lodge clubs and 
activities 

2 staff 30 children plus 6 adults 30 children plus 6 adults 2 staff 12-15 attendees 
Thursday Set up for school session School session 

 
School session 
 

Clear up after school 
session 

Lodge clubs and 
activities 

2 staff 30 children plus 6 adults 30 children plus 6 adults 2 staff 12-15 attendees 
Friday Forest school Forest school 

 
Lodge clubs and activities Lodge clubs and 

activities 
Lodge clubs and 
activities 

10 children plus 3 staff 10 children plus 3 staff 12-15 attendees 12-15 attendees 12-15 attendees 
Saturday Set up for wood working 

class 
Traditional wood working 
class 

Traditional wood working 
class 

Clear up after wood 
working class 

Lodge clubs and 
activities 

2 staff  15 attendees plus 2 staff 15 attendees plus 2 staff 2 staff 12-15 attendees 
Sunday Set up for wood working 

class 
Traditional wood working 
class 

Clear up after wood 
working class 

  

2 staff  15 attendees plus 2 staff 2 staff   
 


