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Design and Access Statement for 99-101 High Street, Sevenoaks, TN13 1LH 

Our site is formed from two buildings fronting central Sevenoaks High Street and perpendicular to 

pedestrianised Dorset Street, forming a rectangular plot. Both properties are regarded as a single 

entity with a ground floor area of 54.9 sq m. The building comprises Basement, Ground and First 

floors with a mezzanine Second floor to part of the building. There is no off street parking with the 

site. This area is predominantly of retail use with a mix of class A2 & A3 dispersed within. Vehicular 

access to Dorset Street is restricted to access only.  

The main front door to the premises is accessed via a footpath on the High Street with a level 

threshold. The site is conveniently located for public car parks within the town centre. It is also con-

veniently located for public transport and is close to the central bus terminus from which there are 

frequent bus services to nearby towns and villages. There are also train links to London from Sev-

enoaks station which is approximately 1km to the North West. 

As a local farming family we are keen to keep listed buildings occupied, especially with the decline 

in retail, and not wanting to see empty High Street properties.   

We also own 8 Dorset Street and 6 The Shambles (currently let as a barbers and coffee shop) and 

keeping these central buildings occupied long term is important to us for the character of our home 

town. Through Covid we did not charge rent when they could not open, and only half rent when 

they restarted, it is that important to us that they survive in the town long term. Reasons to come 

into town post-Covid will gradually evolve, maybe into less retail and more business/leisure use, 

and our tenants will hopefully help keep the town thriving. 

The setting of this building, in such a prominent position in town, lends itself to a beautiful office 

space.  Our prospective tenants are local and no longer wish to commute into London, and their 

daily needs are filled without walking very far to our other properties. Unfortunately the upstairs 

ceilings in this listed building are too low for them personally, but are hopeful that over time they 

will expand upstairs with less tall staff. 

We have no design principles to offer as we are not changing the building in any way from its previ-

ous use. They have been used as offices for an estate agent from 2013 onwards and so the footfall 

will not increase, which we feel is important for a listed building. The current signage on the gabled 

North elevation of the building will be painted over white, to obscure the oversized and poorly posi-

tioned sign that is currently there. The proposal looks to retain the ambience of the conservation 

area street scene 

We understand from 1 September 2020 Class A1/2/3 & B1 are to be treated as Class E, unless 

they are a listed building, when it would then need Listed Building Consent.   

 

 


