
	  

Chapelton	  of	  Elsick	  
Walking	  and	  Cycling	  Strategy	  
	  

1	  	   	   Introduction	  and	  Purpose	  

1.1 The	  vision	  behind	  the	  new	  settlement	  of	  Chapelton	  stems	  from	  the	  principles	  of	  

sustainable	  urbanism.	  This	  design	  philosophy	  promotes	  walkable	  neighbourhoods	  

offering	  a	  range	  of	  house	  types,	  as	  well	  as	  shops	  and	  jobs	  all	  in	  one	  place	  intended	  

to	  lessen	  car	  dependency	  and	  promote	  a	  sense	  of	  wellbeing	  and	  community.	  	  

1.2 On	  this	  basis,	  particular	  design	  attention	  has	  been	  given	  to	  how	  the	  development	  

will	  be	  traversed	  internally	  by	  sustainable	  modes	  of	  transport.	  Equally,	  extensive	  

thought	  has	  been	  devoted	  to	  how	  this	  connectivity	  will	  be	  externalised	  thus	  

promoting	  safe	  and	  useable	  sustainable	  routes	  linking	  Chapelton	  with	  Newtonhill	  

and	  the	  wider	  walking	  /	  cycling	  network	  in	  the	  region.	  

1.3 This	  walking	  and	  cycling	  strategy	  has	  been	  prepared	  in	  support	  of	  the	  approved	  

planning	  application	  for	  Phase	  1a	  of	  Chapelton	  (ref:	  APP/2011/3103)	  and	  specifically	  

in	  response	  to	  requirement	  under	  Condition	  30	  of	  said	  planning	  permission	  which	  

states:	  

‘No	  part	  of	  the	  development	  shall	  be	  occupied	  until	  such	  time	  as	  a	  walking	  and	  

cycling	  strategy,	  demonstrating	  connectivity	  to	  Newtonhill	  generally	  in	  

accordance	  with	  proposals	  identified	  in	  the	  supporting	  Transport	  Assessment,	  

has	  been	  submitted	  to	  and	  approved	  in	  writing	  by	  the	  Planning	  Authority.	  

1.4 This	  Statement	  identifies	  how	  the	  very	  first	  residents	  of	  Chapelton	  will	  access	  key	  

services	  in	  Newtonhill	  by	  sustainable	  means.	  Keys	  services	  have	  been	  identified	  as	  

Newtonhill	  Primary	  School	  and	  Tesco	  Metro.	  

1.5 It	  is	  important	  to	  note	  that	  once	  complete,	  Phase	  1a	  of	  Chapelton	  will	  deliver	  802	  

new	  homes	  together	  with	  associated	  retail	  and	  commercial	  development,	  

community	  facilities	  and	  infrastructure.	  It	  should	  also	  be	  recognised	  that	  on	  

occupation	  of	  the	  487th	  unit,	  Aberdeenshire	  Council	  have	  a	  target	  to	  provide	  

Chapelton’s	  first	  primary	  school.	  Therefore	  as	  Chapelton	  grows	  it	  will	  gradually	  

become	  self	  sufficient,	  developing	  its	  own	  critical	  mass	  capable	  of	  supporting	  its	  own	  



	  

key	  services	  and	  as	  a	  result	  trips	  to	  external	  key	  services	  in	  Newtonhill	  will	  diminish	  

over	  time.	  	  

1.6 However	  whilst	  the	  level	  of	  Chapelton	  residents	  travelling	  to	  Newtonhilll	  will	  

diminish	  over	  time,	  Newtonhill	  residents	  may	  well	  travel	  into	  Chapelton	  to	  benefit	  

from	  the	  new	  retail,	  leisure	  and	  commercial	  opportunities	  available.	  This	  strategy	  

therefore	  identifies	  a	  clear	  route	  between	  Chapelton’s	  first	  neighbourhood	  and	  the	  

existing	  community	  of	  Newtonhill	  to	  facilitate	  sustainable	  travel	  between	  the	  two	  

areas.	  

1.7 	  Please	  refer	  to	  the	  following	  drawings	  in	  connection	  with	  this	  Statement:	  

• dwg	  no.	  859-‐127-‐B	  (walking	  and	  cycling	  strategy	  plan)	  –	  illustrates	  

Chapelton’s	  internal	  sustainable	  connections.	  

• dwg	  no.	  rev	  30.05	  –	  demonstrates	  connectivity	  within	  the	  wider	  region.	  

• dwg.	   TPL	   1	   -‐	   indicates	   specific	   existing	   connections	   to	   key	   service	   centres	  
within	  Newtonhill.	  

	  

2 Internal	  Connectivity:	  Walking	  	  

2.1	   The	  very	  layout	  of	  Chapelton	  has	  been	  designed	  to	  ensure	  pedestrian	  trips	  are	  

catered	  for.	  The	  entire	  development	  is	  based	  upon	  the	  principles	  of	  creating	  

walkable	  neighbourhoods	  that	  are	  safe,	  functional	  and	  that	  provide	  a	  sense	  of	  place.	  	  

2.2	   The	  layout	  of	  the	  site	  is	  designed	  around	  the	  principle	  of	  providing	  permeability	  

throughout	  by	  all	  means	  of	  transport.	  As	  a	  result,	  walking	  trips	  are	  likely	  to	  be	  the	  

preferred	  choice	  for	  short	  distance	  travel.	  

2.3	   All	  of	  the	  internal	  attractions	  (neighbourhood	  shops,	  neighbourhood	  focal	  points	  

e.g.	  primary	  schools/community	  centres)	  are	  situated	  within	  walking	  distance	  to	  

every	  residence.	  These	  neighbourhood	  centres	  will	  also	  be	  principal	  locations	  for	  

local	  employment	  enabling	  those	  employees	  not	  working	  from	  home	  the	  

opportunity	  to	  access	  their	  workplace	  on	  foot.	  	  

2.4	   The	  whole	  of	  phase	  1a	  is	  within	  five-‐minute	  walk	  of	  Cairnhill	  neighbourhood	  centre	  

which	  will	  accommodate	  a	  range	  of	  shops	  and	  services	  including	  a	  school.	  



	  

2.5	   Concerns	  regarding	  personal	  safety	  typically	  have	  the	  greatest	  potential	  to	  influence	  

pedestrian	  activity.	  Generally,	  this	  is	  a	  perceived	  threat	  created	  as	  a	  result	  of	  poorly	  

lit	  and\or	  maintained	  routes	  remote	  from	  activity	  and	  regular	  observation.	  	  In	  order	  

to	  avoid	  this,	  walking	  routes	  have	  been	  designed	  to	  a	  high	  standard	  incorporating	  

well-‐lit,	  highly	  visible	  thoroughfares	  to	  encourage	  higher	  footfall.	  	  

3 Internal	  Connectivity:	  Cycling	  	  

3.1 Chapelton	   is	   built	   around	   several	   neighbourhood	   centres	   and	   employment	   hubs.	  

Each	  centre	  contains	  a	  variety	  of	  different	   land	  uses	  which	  act	  as	   centralised	  hubs	  

within	   the	   development.	   	   All	   cycle	   routes	   interconnect	   between	   the	   centres	   and	  

to\from	   all	   other	   potential	   areas	   of	   trip	   attraction	   and	   generation	   (areas	   of	  

residence,	  employment,	  outlying	  parks,	  open	  areas,	  schools	  etc).	  	  

3.2 The	   cycle	   network	   has	   been	   designed	   in	   accordance	   with	   the	   principles	   outlined	  

within	  the	  policy	  document	  ‘Designing	  Streets’	  which	  details	  the	  safe	  use	  of	  shared	  

surfaces	  for	  pedestrians,	  cyclists	  and	  motorists.	  	  

3.3 The	  principles	  of	   ‘Designing	  Streets’	  have	  been	   integral	   to	   the	  development	  of	   the	  

detailed	  design	  for	  Phase	  1a,	  and	  have	  been	  discussed	  in	  depth	  with	  Aberdeenshire	  

Roads	  through	  the	  Quality	  Audit	  process.	  All	  the	  ‘lanes’	  within	  Phase	  1a	  are	  designed	  

to	  shared	  surfaces	  to	  facilitate	  walking	  and	  cycling.	  

3.4 Dedicated	   advisory/mandatory	   cycle	   lanes	  will	   only	   be	   necessary	  where	   there	   is	   a	  

need	  to	  overcome	  a	  conflict	  between	  high	  numbers	  of	  vehicles	  or	  high	  speeds	  and	  in	  

the	  urban	  fringe	  linking	  adjoining	  employment	  areas.	  

3.5 Within	   Phase	   1a	   this	   is	   only	   realised	   on	   Greenlaw	   Road	   which	   provides	   the	  main	  

vehicular	  access	  from	  Cairnhill	  to	  the	  strategic	  road	  network.	  	  

3.6 Having	   identified	   the	   network	   (and	   associated	   standards)	   within	   the	   masterplan,	  

cycle	   parking	   is	   being	   provided	   to	   further	   encourage	   and	  maintain	   a	   high	   level	   of	  

cycling	   primarily	   in	   the	   urban	   centres.	   Drawing	   number	   859-‐127-‐B	   identifies	   the	  

locations	  of	  cycle	  parking	  within	  Cairnhill	  neighbourhood	  centre.	  

	  

	  



	  

4	   Connectivity	  with	  Newtonhill	  	  

4.1	   Ensuring	  Chapelton	  is	  connected	  to	  Newtonhill	  and	  its	  key	  services	  is	  a	  fundamental	  

element	   to	   the	   early	   success	   of	   Chapelton,	   integrating	   the	   new	   community	   with	  

existing	  amenities.	  	  

4.2	  	   The	  proposed	  walking	  and	  cycle	  routes	  within	  Chapelton	  connect	  with	  the	  adjacent	  

area	   of	   Newtonhill	   to	   the	   east	   via	   the	   existing	   A90	   flyover.	   Drawing	   number	   859-‐

127-‐B	  incorporates	  the	  approved	  Newtonhill	  junction	  detail	  which	  links	  Phase	  1a	  to	  

the	  neighbouring	  residential	  area.	  

4.3	   Drawing	  numbers	  rev	  30.05	  and	  859-‐127-‐B	  both	  illustrate	  how	  Phase	  1a	  will	  connect	  

with	  Newtonhill	  via	  the	  approved	  infrastructure	  works,	  namely	  Greenlaw	  Road	  and	  

the	   Newonthill	   Junction.	   This	   new	   infrastructure	   proposes	   pedestrian	   and	   cycle	  

priority	  routes	  which	  link	  with	  existing	  pedestrian	  and	  cycle	  infrastructure	  providing	  

a	  safe	  and	  useable	  route	  over	  the	  A90	  flyover	  and	  into	  Newtonhill.	  

4.4	   Drawing	   number	   rev	   30.05	   illustrates	   that	   connections	   are	   proposed	   with	  

Aberdeenshire	  Cycle	  Route	  5	  and	  NCR	  1/North	  Sea	  Cycle	  Route.	  In	  addition	  links	  to	  

the	  Causey	  Mounth	  along	  the	  historic	  drove	  are	  also	  identified.	  

	   Routes	  to	  Key	  Services:	  Chapelton	  Phase	  1a	  -‐	  Newtonhill	  

4.5	   Once	  on	  the	  east	  side	  of	  the	  A90	  flyover	  people	  travelling	  on	  foot	  or	  by	  bike	  to	  Tesco	  

will	  continue	  on	  the	  existing	  route	  until	  reaching	  a	  mini	  roundabout	  at	  the	  entrance	  

to	  the	  Tesco	  site.	  At	  this	  point	  patrons	  frequenting	  Tesco	  are	  anticipated	  to	  continue	  

on	  the	  left	  hand	  side	  and	  enter	  the	  Tesco	  site.	  

4.6	  	  	  	  	  	  	   For	  those	  travelling	  on	  to	  Newtonhill	  Primary	  School,	  the	  dropped	  kerb	  at	  the	  Tesco	  

roundabout	   leads	   on	   the	   existing	   zebra	   crossing	   point	   which	   allows	   safe	   crossing	  

towards	   Cairnhill	   Road	   in	   order	   to	   reach	   the	   existing	   walking/cycling	   path	   which	  

connects	  to	  Newtonhill	  Road.	  Once	  at	  the	  end	  of	  the	  existing	  dual-‐purpose	  path,	  it	  is	  

expected	   that	  people	  will	   use	   the	   second	   zebra	   crossing	  point	   to	   safely	   cross	  over	  

Newtonhill	  Road	  and	  then	  continue	  northbound	  via	  St	  Crispins	  Road	  to	  Newtonhill	  

Primary	  School.	  Drawing	  number	  TPL	  1	  illustrates	  this	  suggested	  route.	  

	  


