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DESIGN STATEMENT 
 

project:  proposed dwellings 
      Wasperton 
 
client:   Malvern Homes Ltd 

 
 

1.0  USE 
 

• The site is located within the Wasperton Conservation Area 
and comprises paddock land with a frontage of 122m facing 
north.  A topographical survey demonstrates the even 
nature of the site with few trees.  It is bounded by hedging 
facing the unnamed road which has a range of houses on 
the northern side. 

 

• The site sits within the rural village of Wasperton which was 
designated a conservation area in 2002.  It was mentioned 
in the Domesday Book and has an historical farming context 
historically.  Four Listed buildings sit within the conservation 
area, including Wasperton House and the church of St John 
the Baptist, however none of these are in close proximity to 
the site.  

 

• The village was characterized by original cottages linked by 
open spaces such as numbers 8 and 10, a pair of semi-
detached dwellings on the opposite side of the road.  The 
northern side of the lane has been infilled with modern, large 
dwellings of no particular architectural merit.   

  

• The proposals will show how a sensitively designed 
residential use will reinforce the character of the area whilst 
preserving the character of the conservation area and rural 
Warwickshire setting. 

 

2.0 AMOUNT 
 
• The proposals will respond to the distinctive rural 



characteristics of the site to provide dwellings with 
traditional designs reflective of their location.   

 

• The development will reflect the pattern of the north side of 
the road, having a range of house sizes with considerable 
gaps between.   

 

• Five family sized dwellings of mixed sizes are proposed with 
detached single or double carports. 

 

3.0 LAYOUT 
 

• In designing the layout careful consideration has been given 
to the existing village pattern.      

 

• Five detached dwellings are planned with different 
characteristics depending on their location within the site.  
Plots 1, 3 and 5 will be wider fronted to reflect the larger 
house sizes opposite whereas plot 3 and 4 are smaller, 
more modestly sized cottages. 

 

• Oak framed car ports will be positioned to echo the random 
existing street scene with varying building distances from 
the road.  Plots 1 and 5 will have carports forward of the 
house whilst plots 2, 3 and 4 have carports sited in line with 
the rear of the properties. 

 

• Proposed gardens will be minimum 15m in length thus 
providing good levels of amenity space and reinforcing the 
character of the area with large gardens. 

 

• The land to the south of the site will remain as paddock land 
and allotments to preserve the rural setting of Wasperton. 

 

• Plots 2 and 3 have been located so as avoid windows being 
directly opposite existing number 8 and 10 opposite. 

 

• Plots 1 and 5 will be sited a good distance from the eastern 
and western boundaries respectively to give less density to 
the edges of the development and reduce the impact of the 
built form. 

 

4.0 SCALE 
 

• The heights of the proposed dwellings are generally kept to 
7.5m by incorporating 1.5 storeys and dormer windows. 
This will help to preserve the openness of the countryside. 
Plot 3 is 8m in height in response to its more central location 
as can be seen from the indicative street scene. 
 



 

• Roofs are broken down into smaller elements to reflect the 
plan form which gives a staggered ridgeline to create a 
softer built profile against the skyline. 

 

• Oak framed carports will contribute to the rural setting and 
to the traditional design and will have minimal heights to 
reduce their impact on the setting.   

 

• All dwellings will have individually designed floor plans and 
elevations with their depth limited to keep rooflines as low 
as possible.   

 

• It is intended that the scale and massing of the proposals 
will enhance the conservation area by responding to the 
site's context.  

 

5.0  LANDSCAPING 
 

• A range of hard and soft landscaping features will be 
employed to respectfully enhance the scheme and respond 
to the rural setting.  Existing trees and hedging will be 
retained where possible.  New landscaping will be sensitive 
to its setting and ecologically sourced. 

 

• Proposed driveways will be kept to a minimum with porous 
surfaces to ensure water absorption.   

 

• Private gardens will be grassed with native hedging 
boundaries to enhance the setting whilst providing privacy 
for occupants. 

 

6.0  APPEARANCE 
 

• The appearance of the scheme has evolved to relate to the 
agricultural context.  The form and massing of each dwelling 
relates directly to its location within the site.   

 

• In terms of materials, a palette of locally themed materials 
is proposed to reflect the character of Wasperton and 
Warwickshire’s more traditional buildings.  A combination of 
‘reclaimed’ brickwork and bespoke oak framed upper floors 
with rendered infill emulate the theme of local historical 
buildings.  

 

• Steeply pitched roofs are tiled with plain clay tiles and have 
deep overhangs with exposed purlins, rafters and wallplates 
typical of the timber framed traditional buildings they take 
their precedence from.  

 
 

• Low key weatherboarded single-storey side elements help 
to break up the elevations into visually stimulating 



compositions of varying scale and mass, thereby reflecting 
the piecemeal development typical of country homes. 

 

• Timber casement windows and traditional external doors 
combined with well detailed inglenook chimneys further 
reinforce the rural theme.  Dormer windows and carefully 
designed traditional porches add to the individuality of each 
house, whilst the repeating use of quality materials unifies 
this development. 

 

• The rear facing elevations have a more open fenestration 
pattern including bi-fold doors and Juliet balconies to 
maximize views and the southerly aspect with no loss of 
amenity whilst still retaining the concept of traditional brick 
combined with oak frame. 

 

7.0  ACCESS 
 

• All dwellings provide access to disabled residents with a 
level threshold and wheelchair friendly doorways and wc at 
ground floor level.     

 

• Ground floor layouts are spaciously laid out with open-plan 
kitchen / diners to provide good family sized 
accommodation.  Each dwelling has a study in line with 
current working-from-home practices.  Bi-fold doors are 
located on the rear elevation enabling the occupier to open 
up the lounge and dining areas to make the outside space 
feel part of the living accommodation and thus enjoy the 
generous south facing gardens. 

 

• The first-floor accommodation provides four or five spacious 
bedrooms, with most of the dwellings having gallery 
landings.  Master bedrooms have Juliet balconies enjoying 
the extensive views over countryside.    

 

• All dwellings have an Oak framed carport with storage areas 
to the rear for bikes, bins and general garden paraphernalia 
to preserve the open feel of the land.    

 

• Each dwelling will be served by a driveway of no greater 
than 1 in 12 carefully sited to avoid the loss of hedging and 
trees.  Each dwelling has sufficient parking space for 
vehicles in addition to secure cycle and bin storage within 
the carports.     

 
 

                        8.0  CONCLUSION 
 

• The proposed residential development has been carefully 
designed to ensure the sensitive rural nature of Wasperton 
is preserved.  



  

• The resulting scheme of five bespoke dwellings will blend 
into the rural location with its staggered frontage reflecting 
the character of the area.  It is intended that the 
development will make a positive impact on the Wasperton 
conservation area thus preserving its rural identity.       


