
Daylight and Sunlight assessment for proposed extensions and alterations to Maple House, 

Ingleton, application number 2021/23182/HH 

Introduction 

Maple House is a detached double storey property set within a small cul-de-sac off Brookacre in the 

residential area of Ingleton. 1 Ash Villa lies to the north of the property, with a single ground floor 

(assumed) habitable room window on its south elevation, opposite the existing garage to Maple 

House. There is 2.755m between the walls of both properties. 

Currently, the window does not pass the 25° obstruction check for daylighting when measured 

against the existing garage. Whilst the proposed development will add height in this section, setting 

the eaves and ridge at 1.4m and 1.3m above existing, respectively, the window will continue to have 

over 25° of the sky obstructed. 

Daylighting 

The Skylight Indicator in Appendix A of Site Layout Planning for Daylight and Sunlight – A Guide to 

Good Practice has been used to calculate the Vertical Sky Component. This calculation method is 

used to calculate the Vertical Sky Component at a window reference point (or room) with non-

continuous or complex obstructions. This method is more accurate than the BRE Guidelines 

obstruction check which determines that suitable daylight is achieved when a 25° vertical angle 

taken from the centre of the window is kept unobstructed. 

The BRE Guidelines state that if the Vertical Sky Component is greater than 27% then enough 

skylight should still be reaching the window of the existing building. Any reduction below this level 

should be kept to a minimum. If the Vertical Sky Component, with the new development in place, is 

both more than 27% and more than 0.8 times its former value, then occupants of the existing 

building will not notice the reduction in the amount of skylight. 

Daylighting calculations 

Vertical Sky Component as existing = 34% 

Vertical Sky Component as proposed = 27% 

Reduction ratio = 0.8 of former value and therefore not noticeable 

Conclusion 

The new extension will not have a significant impact on the daylight enjoyed by the neighbouring 

property. The existing ground floor level (assumed) habitable room window on the south elevation 

of 1 Ash Villa currently benefits from a reasonable Vertical Sky Component level and, though there 

will be a reduction in skylight reaching the room, the reduction is very small and within BRE guideline 

recommendations. As such, the calculation concludes that the occupants will not notice any 

reduction in the amount of daylight. 

  



Sunlight assessment 

Summer (June 21st) 

EXISTING WITH PROPOSED EXTENSION 

10.00am 10.00am 

12.00pm 12.00pm 

2.00pm 2.00pm 

 

  

Window Window 



Winter (December 21st) 

EXISTING WITH PROPOSED EXTENSION 

10.00am 10.00am 

12.00pm 12.00pm 

2.00pm 2.00pm 

 

  

Window Window 



Conclusion 

The new extension will not have a significant impact on the sunlight enjoyed by the neighbouring 

property. The existing ground floor level (assumed) habitable room window on the south elevation 

of 1 Ash Villa currently benefits from unobstructed sunlight during the Summer but not the Winter. 

The position of the proposed extension does not obstruct any more direct sunlight to the window 

than the existing dwelling already does, as the existing garage blocks direct sunlight in the mornings, 

whilst the existing 2-storey element of the house blocks it in the afternoons. 

 

Summary 

The new extension will not have a significant effect on the daylight enjoyed by the existing dwellings. 

The new extension will not have a significant effect on the sunlight enjoyed by the existing dwellings. 

 

 

 

 

 


