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Introduction 

This Planning, Design and Heritage Statement has been prepared to accompany 

the planning for the proposed changes to shopfronts and reconfiguration of internal 

layouts at Parkgate Chambers, Parkgate, Darlington DL1 1GA. 

 This statement seeks to outline; 

• A description of the site and surroundings; 

• A summary of the proposed development; 

• Access / parking; and 

• Heritage. 

 

The Site & Building 

The application relates to Parkgate Chambers which occupies a prominent position 

on the corner of Parkgate and Borough. The building subject to this application is 

currently in a state of deterioration which has the potential to impact the overall 

character of the area. 

 

The application site suits within the “Parkgate Conservation Area”.   

The site lies on a main road (B6280) Parkgate Street. 

 

  

Image showing the site’s location (red dot) within the Parkgate Conservation Area. 
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As this located on Parkgate street the proposed scheme has been designed to fit in 

with the locality with minimum impact on the surrounding character including visual 

amenity. Careful consideration will be given to the materials, style, and scale of the 

and the proposal will be a high-quality design and in keeping with the surrounding 

building.  

Proposals 

 

The purpose of the proposal is to create change to the shop front of the ground 

floor. 

 

The proposals seek to provide a positive contribution to the area. With the poor 

condition of the original glazing bars and fasciae and current mixed materials at first 

floor level. The variety of colours at the ground floor level break up the façade with a 

loss of harmony.  Therefore, the new shops fronts will restore this harmony by creating 

better symmetry to the front façade.  

 

The design has been carefully designed to fit in with the locality with minimum 

impact on the surrounding character including visual amenity. Careful consideration 

will be given to the materials used within the new shop front will be chosen to closely 

to complement the existing building.  

 

The existing design has become a magnet for antisocial behavior and littering due 

to the recessed alcove. The new design has removed the recessed entry points and 

the design is more in keeping with surrounding properties premises. 
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Existing Elevation  

 

 

Proposed Elevation 
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Access 

 

The site current access leads directly to Parkgate street and Borough Road and this 

will be retained after the proposed works. 

Pedestrian access will also be maintained from Parkgate street and Borough. 

 

Level disable access to the ground floor units will be maintained as part of the 

improvement works. 

 

Parkgate Chambers is a sustainable location and easily accessed via public 

transport or walking distance from Darlington town centre.  

 

Public Parking will be available on the main street to the front of the property as well 

as Parkgate car park which is located to the rear of the building. 

 

In 2016 - 2017 Darlington Hippodrome Grade II Listed Heritage Assets was brought 

back to its former glory with restoration of the distinctive exterior of the theatre and 

the beautiful Edwardian auditorium, a modern new entrance and promenade 

gallery. The proposed change of shop front will bring a positive impact by continuing 

to update and revitalise the area. 

 

Conclusion  

 

Throughout this report and accompanying documents for the planning application / 

appraisal of the site in relation to its surrounding has been undertaken to inform the 

proposed shop front.  

 

The proposal has been sympathetically designed to ensure that the existing 

character has been maintained. This has been achieved through the selection of 

appropriate materials and careful design, upgrade + repair of the shopfront, 

conserving it for the future. 
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The development proposals would therefore be in accordance with the relevant 

provisions of the development plan and there are no material considerations which 

indicate that the application should be refused. We therefore respectfully request 

that planning permission be granted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


