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APPENDIX 2: LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY ASSESSMENT 
The sensitivity of the landscape character areas which may receive significant landscape effects are assessed below.  Landscape sensitivity is not absolute and 

can only be defined in relation to each development and its location.  To assess the sensitivity of a particular landscape it is good practice to consider the 

value attached to the landscape and its susceptibility to the particular form of change likely to result from the proposed development. Assessment text relates 

to sensitivity of the landscape receptor as a whole, to the proposed development, with additional comments regarding the Site where relevant. In the main 

this has been taken from the East Riding of Yorkshire Landscape Character Assessment (October 2018) (quotes shown in italics) as well as from local sources 

and site assessment. 

This assessment has been updated to take account of guidance LI TGN 02/21, with amendments marked in red text. In the course of the review, an error was 

noticed in the previous assessment which had resulted in the sensitivity being reported as Medium in the previous assessment appendix, but as Medium/Low 

in the LVA report. It was judged that the report judgement took precedence and better reflected the outcomes in the sensitivity assessment and this appendix 

has been modified accordingly.  

Host Landscape: LCA18a River Hull Corridor 

Factors affecting sensitivity 
Lower Sensitivity to Solar 
development 

Higher Sensitivity to Solar 
development 

Explanation Judgement 

Value attached to Landscapes 

Designated scenic quality No specific designation 
National or regional 
designation 

Part of the River Hull Headwaters SSSI is 
located to the north of the site.  

Regional/ Community 

Landscape condition/ 
quality 

Landscape in a poor state of 
repair with incongruous 
elements 

Landscape fully intact in good 
condition with limited 
incongruous elements 

Landscape in generally in good condition with 
limited incongruous elements 

Community 



Harmony Energy                             Skerne Solar Farm Landscape and Visual Appraisal   

2 

Host Landscape: LCA18a River Hull Corridor 

Factors affecting sensitivity 
Lower Sensitivity to Solar 
development 

Higher Sensitivity to Solar 
development 

Explanation Judgement 

Rarity and/or 
representativeness 

Commonplace elements, 
features, or the landscape 
itself. Not a good example of 
the landscape type. 

Presence of rare elements or 
features or rarity of the 
landscape itself. Very 
representative landscape. 

No rare elements within the landscape but 
generally representative of the LCA  

Community 

Distinctiveness Commonplace elements 
and features, or the 
landscape itself. Lacking 
distinctive and strongly 
expressed character and 
with no important 
relationship to a settlement. 

Presence of rare elements or 
features or rarity of the 
landscape itself. Landscape 
with a distinctive and clearly 
expressed character and/or 
with an important 
relationship to a settlement. 

No rare elements within the landscape but 
generally representative of the LCA, plays no 
key role in the setting of Driffield.  

Community 

Conservation Interests 
Low presence of wildlife, 
earth, archaeology or historical 
interests 

High presence of wildlife, 
earth, archaeology or historical 
interests 

” Although the corridor is intensively farmed 
there are pockets of wetland habitat that are 
important to the biodiversity of the East 
Riding.” 
“The river and adjacent habitats support a 
range of wetland habitats that contribute to 
the character of the area.” 
 

Regional / 
Community 

Natural Heritage Low presence of ecological or 
geological / geomorphological 
interest. 

Low presence of ecological or 
geological / geomorphological 
interest. 

” Although the corridor is intensively farmed 
there are pockets of wetland habitat that are 
important to the biodiversity of the East 
Riding.” 
“The river and adjacent habitats support a 
range of wetland habitats that contribute to 
the character of the area.” 
 

Regional / 
Community 

Cultural Heritage Low presence of archaeology 
or historical interests 

High presence of archaeology 
or historical interests 

No specific interest noted. Community 
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Host Landscape: LCA18a River Hull Corridor 

Factors affecting sensitivity 
Lower Sensitivity to Solar 
development 

Higher Sensitivity to Solar 
development 

Explanation Judgement 

Cultural associations 
No specific cultural 
associations. 

Strong cultural associations 
which contribute to 
perceptions of natural beauty. 

“Three scheduled monuments are found 
within this LCT relating to medieval 
settlements.” 
“Driffield Navigation is important to the 
character of the corridor” 

Community 

Amenity and recreation 
Limited amenity/recreational 
function where experience of 
the landscape is important 

Well used for recreation where 
experience of the landscape is 
important. May contain 
National Trails or other long 
distance routes. 

“The recreational value of the area is the 
result of the navigation of the river, Public 
Rights of Way along the river banks, …. The 
River Hull corridor is a tranquil and attractive 
area that attracts visitors and this is 
influencing the character of this corridor that 
was once a commercial transport route to 
Driffield.” 

Regional / 
Community 

Wildness/ Sense of 
Remoteness / Tranquility 
Perceptual (Wildness and 
Tranquillity) 

Busy evidence of human 
activity 

Remote, peaceful or sense and 
tranquility, solitude and 
emptiness 

Remote, peaceful or with a 
sense of wildness. Dark 
skies. 

“The River Hull corridor is a tranquil and 
attractive area…” 
Generally a rural landscape however human 
activity is evident in the road network, nearby 
settlements and electricity network of pylons 
and small wind turbines in the area. 

Community 

Perceptual (Scenic) Landscape with no 
particular scenic / visual 
appeal. 

Landscape with strong 
appeal to the senses, 
particular visual. 

“The River Hull corridor is a tranquil and 
attractive area that attracts visitors”.  

Regional / 
Community 

Function No important blue/green 
infrastructure function or 
important relationship with 
national landscape 
designation. 

Landscape with important 
blue/green infrastructure 
function or strong 
relationship that is 
important to a national 
landscape designation. 

The river and canal corridor to the north of 
the site has an important local role as blue / 
green infrastructure, though not the site 
itself. 

Regional 

Overall Judgement of Value Regional/Community 
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Host Landscape: LCA18a River Hull Corridor 

Factors affecting sensitivity 
Lower Sensitivity to Solar 
development 

Higher Sensitivity to Solar 
development 

Explanation Judgement 

Susceptibility 

Scale 

Landscapes where scale of 
development is similar to or 
smaller than scale of receiving 
landscape 

Landscapes where scale of 
development is larger than 
scale of receiving landscape 

Generally a medium scale, rural landscape 
with areas of larger and smaller fields   

Medium / Low 

Landform 
Smooth regular flowing, or 
uniform landscapes  

Dramatic and rugged 
landscapes  

“It comprises low lying arable land...” 
regular in pattern.  

Low  

Openness/enclosure 
Enclosed and sheltered 
landscapes 

Open and exposed landscapes 

Generally an open rural landscape with 
occasional tree cover and established 
hedgerows providing a sense of enclosure. 
Woodland blocks along the water courses and 
to the south of the site.  

Medium 

Land cover, complexity and 
patterns 

Complex, intimate or mosaic 
cover or complex or irregular 
patterns 

Extensive areas of simple or 
regular landcover or simple and 
sweeping lines, linear feature 
and patterns 

“Field pattern is generally regular and field 
boundaries consist of field drains 
and in places hedgerows. There are few 
trees.” 

Medium / Low  

Built Environment 
Contemporary masts, pylons, 
industrial elements, buildings 
infrastructure, settlements 

Established, traditional or 
historic built character  

“Settlement and built form is 
limited north of Beverley…” 
Electricity pylons and  

Medium 

Views and intervisibility 
Visually contained and have 
limited inward or outward 
views 

Extensive views within or of the 
area with distant horizons. 

The flat nature of the landscape, hedgerows 
and tree cover of landscape contain visibility.  

Medium / Low 

Landscapes that form 
settings, skylines, 
backdrops, focal points 

Generally low lying landscapes 
without distinctive landform or 
horizon 

Areas with strong features, 
focal points that define the 
setting or skyline 

Generally low lying, flat landscape without 
distinctive horizons 

Low 

Overall Judgement of Susceptibility Medium/Low 
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Host Landscape: LCA18a River Hull Corridor 

Factors affecting sensitivity 
Lower Sensitivity to Solar 
development 

Higher Sensitivity to Solar 
development 

Explanation Judgement 

Overall Judgement of Sensitivity Medium/Low 

 


