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INTRODUCTION  

 

A pre-application was submitted reference SPA/20/0106 in relation to a 

tourist facility within this holding. 

During the past season, a provision has operated under permitted 

development rights. 

The original proposal was for Shepherd’s Huts to house the tourists.  

This proposal has been investigated and whilst the idea is basically the 

same, the accommodation to be provided in this proposal is bell tents 

within the overall land holding, but relocated from the pre-app. 

 

Planning History 

20/0467/COU Change of use of land and erect four shepherds huts for 

seasonable tourism and exercise/team building purpose APPLICATION 

RETURNED 15.10.2020. 

 

Policy summary 

National Planning Guidance 

• Planning Policy Wales Edition 10 (December 2018) 

• TAN 15 – Nature Conservation and Planning 

• TAN 12 – Design 

 

Development Plan Policy 

The following policies of the Caerphilly County Borough Local Development 

Plan up to November 2021 – adopted November 2010 are relevant to the 

determination of this application.  This is not an exhaustive list, therefore 

other policies may apply. 

Policy SP5: Settlement Boundaries 



Policy SP6: Place Making 

Policy SP10: Conservation of Natural Heritage 

Policy SP21: Car Parking Standards 

Policy CW2: Amenity 

Policy CW3: Design Considerations: Highways 

Policy CW15: General Locational Constraints 

Policy CW19: Locational Constraints: Rural Development & Diversification 

 

SUMMARY OF THE PROPOSAL 

 

In the Pre-application proposals, the plan for a tourist facility was anticipated 

to comprise of shepherd huts sited closer to the working area of the holding.   

The proposal as submitted to provide tourist accommodation is sited further 

away to the east in the fields at the end of the holding and now comprises 

Bell tent accommodation.  This siting is to provide the visitors with a more 

comprehensive countryside experience. 



The accommodation is accessed by an existing track on foot or by farm 

vehicles running along the extent of the holding.  The working section of the 

holding is retained near to the entrance of the site. 

The accommodation has been available through the present period of 

restraint under permitted development rights and the demand for such a 

facility in Caerphilly is now proven.  The Applicants’ site would in future  

adequately support up to six tents.  This addition would be a second phase 

following necessary approvals. 

Tog Farm is situated on the Caerphilly – Rudry Road, 3.00 miles to the east 

of Caerphilly Town Centre. 

It sits in the river basin below Mynydd Rudry and Rudry Common. 

there are many public footpaths close by leading to extensive country walks, 

including the Rhymney Valley Ridgeway Walk. 

The site has good hard access direct from the highway via a private drive, 

which will be updated and has adequate visibility.  This provides direct 

access to the Meet and Greet and Car Parking facility. 

The users can walk the lane to the accommodation or are transported in farm 

vehicles. 

 

CHARACTER 

 

The proposal is sited in screened countryside and views are only possible 

from mountain sides each side of the river valley. 

Only one permanent structure is proposed, that is the sanitary facility which 

will be rusticated in the general form of an agricultural building. 

The tents themselves are approximately 5.00 mtrs. diameter and 5 mtrs. in 

height. 



 

ACCESS 

 

This has been described in the Introduction, but it is safe, allows cars to enter 

and leave without interference with the main highway.  Good vision is 

available – refer to detail drawing PA-04. 

 

MOVEMENT 

 

The small holding is active and animal well being is especially important in 

relation to the tourist visitors.  Both have to be respected and kept apart 

unless under expert supervision. 

The access track within the site and the fields which hold the animals is 

separated from the camping area. 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 

 

The whole on site proposal is based on sustainable principals, the use of 

Carbon is based consumables is limited. 

 

PLANNING POLICY 



 

Having studied the response to the Pre-app, it is considered that the 

provision of tourist accommodation at this location is fully supported by the 

LDP. 

There is a significant demand for this type of facility and will increase the 

overall viability of the holding. 

 

CONCLUSIONS  

 

It is considered that this offers new dimension facilities in the Caerphilly Area  

for this small holding.  The trial run carried out under Permitted Development 

by the Applicants give them confidence that they will add a successful 

enterprise on their small holding and whilst the Pandemic has possibly 

increased demand, there is continued growth and popularity for this type of 

vacation and enhances availability in the heart of Caerphilly Borough. 

 

 

 

 

 

    


