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TREES AND LANDSCAPE

At key points in the site trees are proposed to coincide with views from the house or provide a 
marker for arrival. This connects the building and views with the immediate and wider landscape.

Small clusters of Birch, Alder or Rowan are proposed on arrival to the west of the outbuilding.

Urban details and manicured lawns are to be avoided. Native wildflower seeds are to be sown around 
the perimeter of the house, which will allow the buildings to sit in the landscape rather than ‘in a 
garden’. Small, contained areas in the courtyard and at the south terrace provide outdoor living 
space and simple growing spaces.

HEDGEROWS

Although traditional hedgerows exist along the west edge of the single-track road, the traditional 
hedgerows that once would have grown along the west boundary of the site have been lost. 

It is proposed that a native hedgerow consisting of a mixture of red hawthorn, black hawthorn, 
beech, crab apple is established along the west boundary of the site. (Refer to drawing). This will not 
only provide shelter from the elements, create additional ecosystems for birds and animals, but will 
contribute to a positive enhancement of the wider landscape and a re-establishment of an important 
historic landscape pattern.

EXISTING AND PROPOSED DRYSTONE WALLS

To the southwest of the site is an existing drystone wall that runs northwest to southeast across the 
site. There are also remains of a stone wall further west along the edge of the Caddell Burn. These 
have been identified as important characteristics of the Garnock valley agricultural landscape and it 
is proposed to retain and repair these walls to strengthen this historic characteristic of the site.

LANDSCAPE - CAPACITY REVIEW

LANDSCAPE

The proposed site is located within the ‘Garnock Valley’ in North Ayrshire. This area was a focus 
for communication, settlement, and industry, as well as agricultural activities. The agricultural 
landscape is distinct and features a dense network of hedges, fields, and pockets of woodland. 
Historic fields patterns, hedges, stone walls, boundaries, and farm steadings have been retained 
over the last few hundred years. Agricultural development patterns are therefore the dominant 
and special characteristic of this part of North Ayrshire.

The farm buildings within the Garnock Valley area of this part of North Ayrshire, are often sited 
on elevated positions or low hill tops and are often quite prominent in the landscape. Unlike 
other rural areas the farm buildings are larger in scale. They are often collections of buildings 
and form compact clusters.

The position of the proposed house is sited in an elevated are of the landscape, with fields on 
all sides. The collection of buildings emulates the traditional pattern of North Ayrshire Farm 
buildings, but in a contemporary way.

IMMEDIATE LANDSCAPE

The established landscape to the south and west is intimate with surviving drystone walls and 
small remnants of traditional hedgerows.  The Caddell Burn forms the boundary to the south 
with Dykehead road along the west boundary, with the reservoir beyond. Rolling agricultural 
landscape shapes the east side of the site, with further agricultural fields to the North. 

GARDEN/COURTYARD

The curtilage and ‘garden’ area fit with the North Ayrshire Agricultural concept. The landscape 
is left natural and incorporates sheltered areas and growing areas, which will support native 
fruit trees and vegetables. The internal courtyard and carparking areas will be formed with 
gravel from a local quarry.
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PROPOSAL 

VISIBILITY AND POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION TO THE WIDER LANDSCAPE

The proposed site at Dykehead Bridge is visible from a number of locations as seen on the next page. 
This fact has strongly informed the design process as the house and site can be seen from Dykehead 
Road and W Kilbride Road.

The design has therefore been conceived as a ‘building in the round’, a building without a rear 
elevation. The  proposed new house has a wider impact on the landscape than just the immediate 
site and an important aspect of the concept was to look at how the architecture and landscaping could 
contribute positively to the wider landscape and the wider identity of North Ayrshire.

The design is contemporary, sensitive, and unique; it is a response to the site, it’s climate, it’s views 
and North Ayrshire’s traditional rural vernacular and landscape. It is a unique piece of architecture, 
well designed with good quality materials, which sites sensitively and beautifully in the landscape. 

The unique form of the building(s) creates a strong silhouette in the landscape allowing the proposed 
house to have a positive impact on the immediate site and the wider north Ayrshire landscape.

TOP: VIEW FROM NEW DYKEHEAD ROAD, LOOKING NORTH
BOTTOM: VIEW FROM THE MAIN ROAD, LOOKING SOUTH
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PROPOSAL - CONSIDERING SURROUNDING VIEWS OF SITE 
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MAP OF NOTED SURROUNDING AREAS WHERE THE SITE IS VISIBLE

1. View looking north from neighbouring farm
2. View looking south from neighbouring farm on Dykehead Rd.
3. View looking southeast from W Kilbride Rd.
4. View looking southwest, turning the bend at W Kilbride Rd.

MUNNOCH 
RESERVOIR

SITE
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VIEW LOOKING EAST FROM THE MAIN ROAD 
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LANDSCAPE

The landscape around the house is to kept simple and mostly natural, reinforcing the ‘objects in the 
landscape design ethos. The established landscape to the south and west is intimate with surviving 
drystone walls and small remnants of traditional hedge rows.   It is proposed that the existing drystone 
walls be repaired and reinstated. 

As part of the landscaping strategy, it is proposed that the Hedgerows to the west, that create a 
boundary between the site and ‘Dykehead Road’ will be repaired and be reinstated with Blackthorn, 
Hawthorn, beech, and other traditional, native species, allowing the site boundary to be reinforced 
and gently integrated into the wider landscape.

The main spaces of the house will engage with this established landscape consisting of native planting, 
existing drystone walls and Cadell Burn that runs through the site.

The proposed dwelling house is sited on a lightly elevated position, with gables orientated north-
south. Finished floor level will be 150mm above ground level, allowing the building to be grounded 
and sited as per traditional north Ayrshire rural buildings.

Urban materials and details will be avoided in the landscape design. Boundaries: post and wire 
agricultural fence and drystane walls.

LANDSCAPING MATERIALS

Urban and suburban materials and details will be avoided. Materials will be chosen that are commonly 
seen and appropriate for the rural landscape and the rural policies.

Access Road
The new proposed access road will be formed from hardcore from the local quarry. No tarmac will 
be used on the road or parking except for within the access bell mouth as required by the roads 
department.

Car Parking/Inner Courtyard
The car parking area will be formed from gravel from a local quarry with simple timber edging allowing 
a gentle edge between parking and landscape.

VIEW SOUTHWEST OF SHELTERED COURTYARD

PROPOSAL - DESIGN
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ROAD & PARKING AREA

The access track will be simple hardcore and gravel from the local quarry and will avoid materials such as 
tarmac, which have a distinctly suburban character. The new parking area and drop off zone will be formed 
from simple hardcore and gravel from the local quarry and edged in larch and drystone wall.

We have positioned the car parking within the courtyard so that the cars are hidden from the man road and on 
approach to the new house. A stone wall provides additional screening of the cars and defines parking spaces 
and outdoor living/garden spaces.

DESIGN QUALITY & PLACEMAKING

The new dwelling house creates a sensitive, yet unique building that responds to its existing site and landscape. 
It is distinct in character, adaptable and resource efficient.  The building reinforces the local identity and has 
a positive contribution to the wider landscape

THE PROPOSED HOUSE IS DISTINCT IN CHARACTER

The proposed house responds to the existing site and landscape.

The building has a recognisable rural vernacular form that references specific agricultural characteristics in its 
massing and detailing.

Materials reflect their rural location and are both sustainable, durable and require little or no maintenance. 

VIEW LOOKING SOUTHEAST

PROPOSAL - DESIGN
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ORIENTATION

Particular attention has been made to maximising daylight and solar gain. The buildings are orientated 
with gables orientated north-south and with minimal openings to the north to reduce heat loss.

Large areas of glazing are positioned on south and west elevations to maximise solar gain.

The proposals have been modelled and sun light at different times of the day has been maximised. 

Rooflights have been positioned around the proposal to bring sunlight into the plan. Roof lights in 
the kitchen and dining spaces capture late evening sunlight. A roof light is positioned over the stairs 
bringing in morning and mid afternoon light down the stairs and into the lobby. 

The proposal has been developed to provide outdoor protected spaces to maximise opportunities for 
outdoor living throughout the seasons.

The prevailing south westerly winds are buffered by the mature tree and stone ruin. The ruin kitchen 
garden provides outdoor sheltered space away from the prevailing wind. 

THERMAL PERFORMANCE AND RENEWABLES

THERMAL PERFORMANCE

The proposal’s ‘employ a fabric first’ approach: a highly-insulated building, with high performance 
double or triple glazed aluminium clad timber windows.

Zinc and Timber Cladding have been chosen for aesthetic reasons but also due to their low 
maintenance, robustness, and longevity characteristics.

Where possible local materials will be specified and used.

A ground source heat pump or air source heat pump will be employed as the primary heating 
system. 

Underfloor heating from the heat pump will be installed trhoughout the Ground floor with 
radiators on tHE first floor. 

Duct work will be installed to allow for future renewables such as PV’s, wind turbine and battery 
storage. 

Space has been allocated within the plant room for a phased installation of these renewables. 
Any future installations of PV’s will be located on the outbuilding double roof formation.

Electric car chargers will also be incorporated into the proposals.
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PROPOSED BUILDING SUNPATHS
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PROPOSED BUILDING SUNPATHS



PROPOSAL VIEWS
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VIEW SOUTH FROM INTERSECTION AT PROPOSED ACCESS ROAD AND DYKEHEAD ROAD
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VIEW SOUTHEAST FROM DYKEHEAD ROAD
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VIEW EAST FROM DYKEHEAD ROAD WITH TEST MASSING FOR OUTBUILDING 
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VIEW SOUTH OF THE SHELTERED COURTYARD AND PARKING AREA
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VIEW OF EAST ELEVATION AND COURTYARD FRAMED BY DRYSTONE WALL
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VIEW NORTHEAST FROM DYKEHEAD ROAD AND DYKEHEAD BRIDGE
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VIEW NORTHEAST FROM WITHIN IMMEDIATE SITE
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GLAZED CONNECTION BETWEEN THE NORTHWEST 
BUILDING AND SOUTHWEST BUILDING 
 
This space creates a visual connection between the courtyard 
and the house. 
The glazed connection frames the view to the west, allowing the 
view to be enjoyed internally via a window seat, but also from 
the external courtyard.
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CIRCULATION SPACES INCLUDE LIBRARY AND STUDY SPACES 
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VIEW EAST THROUGH DINING AND KITCHEN AREA 
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KITCHEN AND DINING AREA WITH EXTENSIVE VIEWS 
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LOUNGE AREA LOOKING SOUTHEAST 
 
An important design aspect of the proposed house is it’s intimate relationship relationship with the Cadell Burn and surrounding landscape. The living 
space was positioned to capture this tranquil view via a large glazed corner window.


