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"What Descartes did was a good step. You have added much several ways, and especially in taking the colours of thin plates 

into philosophical consideration. If I have seen a little further it is by standing on the shoulders of Giants." 
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‘We are only the trustees for those who come after us’ 

William Morris 

 

‘the history of architecture is the history of the sense of space’ 

August Schmarson 1893 
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1. Summary 
This is a Conservation Statement and Impact Assessment for the proposed planning application to 

undertake works to 5 Hurst Green, Brightlingsea, Essex CO7 0HG.  

The property is not listed but is within Brightlingsea Conservation Area. There is no conservation 

area appraisal.  

The site is within the setting of the Grade II listed Brown Owl House and within the wider setting of 

27/28 & 29/30 Hurst Green.  

This Heritage Statement has been written with the proposed scheme, as per Wright Ruffell Cameron 

drawings: 

• 1785 – SK02c  Proposed Layouts and Elevations   

 

1.1. Aims and results  

The aim of this statement is to recognise the significance and character of the heritage assets and to 

assess whether the works have affected the significance, character, or setting of the heritage asset.     

1.2. Purpose of Report  

This report has been drafted to allow for planning purposes.  

A site visit was undertaken as part of the report.  

 

2. Methodology 
This heritage statement follows the requirements to comply with National Policy Planning 

Framework (2019) section 16 this statement provides:  

• An understanding/describe the significance of the heritage asset 

• An understanding/contribution to the setting of heritage assets 

• An assessment of the impact of the proposed works on the heritage asset 

• An assessment of the impact of the proposed works on the setting of the heritage assets 

 

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF 2019), paragraph 189 which states 

‘In determining applications, local planning authorities should require an applicant to 

describe the significance of any heritage assets affected, including any contribution made by 

their setting. The level of detail should be proportionate to the assets’ importance and no 

more than is sufficient to understand the potential impact of the proposal on their 

significance. As a minimum the relevant historic environment record should have been 

consulted and the heritage assets assessed using appropriate expertise where necessary...’ 

This statement has been undertaken with the consideration of the level and extent of the proposed 

works and is not to be considered as a full historical report or conservation plan. 

In addition, it follows the guidance of  

Andy
Text Box
1785-P01
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• Planning Practice Guidance on Conserving and Enhancing the Historic Environment (2014) 

• Conservation Principles, Policies and Guidance for the Sustainable Management of the 

Historic Environment (Historic England, 2008)  

• Historic Environment Good Practice Advice in Planning Note 3: The setting of Heritage Assets 

(2nd Ed., Historic England 2017)  

This report will not comment on the local planning policies.  

2.1 Information Sources Consulted  
This Heritage Statement has been prepared using a variety of resources to provide an understanding 
of the site and the wider setting. Sources include: 

• Local Authority website 

• National Heritage List for England (NHLE) via Historic England – Search the List 

• Heritage Gateway  

• Information, historic maps, and photographs (online)  

• Google Searches 

 

3. The Site 
The site is located within Brightlingsea, a coastal town situated between Colchester and Clacton-on-

Sea, at the mouth of the River Colne, on Brightlingsea Creek.  

Its traditional industries included fishery (with a renowned oyster fishery) and shipbuilding. With the 

decline of these industries, the town is largely a dormitory town for Colchester. 

Brightlingsea is a limb of Sandwich, one of the Cinque Ports. The town retains an active ceremonial 

connection with the Cinque Ports, electing a Deputy from a guild of Freemen. 

3.1. Site Description  

The property is two storey, detached house, with attached single garage.  

 
Figure 1 – 5 Hurst Place  
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3.2. Development of Site  

 Historic Maps  

The earliest OS map (1874) shows the site as Hearse Green, with limited development around the 

green and the White Lion Public House on the corner.  

By 1880-81 the site has been developed with the detached houses.  

 
Figure 2 – OS Map, published 1897 

Historic Photographs  

The Historic England ‘Red Box’ collection did not have any pictures of the site or Hurst Green.  

A Google Search did not identify any historic photographs or postcards of the site.  

3.3. Site Analysis 

The site visit was undertaken on 28 August 2020. This sought to identify the character of the area.  

Exterior  

The property is two storey, detached house, with attached single garage. Constructed as a simple 

square plan in red brick (the side elevation has been rendered), with a simple pitched roof with slate 

roof covering. The ground floor has attractive stone parapet detail to the bay window (and still 

retains the flat roof detail) and an open, columned porch to the front entrance door.  

The front elevation has had replacement timber windows, removing the timber sash windows (as 

seen on the adjoining, identical style house) with simple fixed/ fanlight style windows.  

Interior 

Not inspected.  
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Grounds  

The property has a small front garden, enclosed with a low-level wall (rendered) and a side boundary 

of red brick.  

3.3. Identification of other Heritage Assets  

The Brown Owl House sits on the corner of the Hurst Green and the High Street, and therefore its 

setting is considered to include the site. To the east of Hurst Green is a group of Grade II listed 

properties (27/28 & 29/30) which are in the wider setting of the site.  

Within the wider setting there are several listed buildings, most of which are focused on the High 

Street. The site is not considered to be part of the setting for these designated heritage assets.    

 

Figure 3 - designated heritage assets, shown as blue triangles (listed buildings). Taken from 
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/map-search?postcode=CO7%200HG&clearresults=True 

3.4. Setting of the Asset  
The NPPF states that the setting is  

The surroundings in which a heritage asset is experienced. Its extent is not fixed and may 

change as the asset and its surrounding evolve. Elements of a setting may make a positive or 

negative contribution to the significance of an asset, may affect the ability to appreciate that 

significance or may be natural.  

 

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/map-search?postcode=CO7%200HG&clearresults=True
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Figure 4 - Google Earth map showing the setting of the site. Orange shows the location of No.5, yellow is plot for 7. Taken 
from https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@51.8104604,1.0309319,225m/data=!3m1!1e3 

  
 
Figure 5 - Conservation Area map. Blue shows 5-7 Hurst Green. Taken from 
https://www.tendringdc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/planning/heritage%2C%20conservation%20%26%20trees/co
nservation%20areas/Brightlingsea%20-%2014.09.87%20-%202nd%20Extension.pdf 

https://www.google.co.uk/maps/@51.8104604,1.0309319,225m/data=!3m1!1e3
https://www.tendringdc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/planning/heritage%2C%20conservation%20%26%20trees/conservation%20areas/Brightlingsea%20-%2014.09.87%20-%202nd%20Extension.pdf
https://www.tendringdc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/planning/heritage%2C%20conservation%20%26%20trees/conservation%20areas/Brightlingsea%20-%2014.09.87%20-%202nd%20Extension.pdf
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3.5. Criteria for assessing Significance  
The criteria used for assessing significance is based upon the Historic England guidance – 

Conservation Principles: Policy and Guidance and their renewed Statements of Heritage Significance: 

Analysing Significance in Heritage Assets (2019) 

Significance has been categorised into three main headings:  

• Archaeological interest: the potential of a place to yield evidence about past human activity  

• Architectural or artistic interest: the ways in which people draw sensory and intellectual 

stimulation from a place   

• Historic interest: the meaning of a place for the people who relate to it, or for whom it 

figures in their collective memory or experience 

In some circumstances, scientific or technical value may be considered as a building may have used 

new technology or materials to achieve the design.  

The NPPF (2019) confirms that significance is:  

The value of a heritage asset to this and future generations because of its heritage interest. 

The interest may be archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic. Significance derives not 

only from a heritage asset’s physical presence, but also from its setting. For World Heritage 

Sites, the cultural value described within each site’s Statement of Outstanding Universal 

Value forms part of its significance. 

Each of these values is rated low; medium or high significance to provide an overall understanding of 

the building or place.  

3.6. Assessment of Significance  
The significance of the site is its setting within the conservation area.     

Archaeological Interest  

The Historic Environment Record (HERs) provides a record of the former site of the windmill to the 

north of the No 7.  

The standing structure has limited standing archaeological significance.  

The archaeological interest is of low significance.  

Architectural and Aesthetic Interest  

The building reflects the development of Hurst Green, and compliments the range of architectural 

styles found within the dwellings facing the Green. The simple style responds to the choice of 

architecture for the end of the C19, with attractive architectural details to the bay and porch.   

 The architectural and aesthetic interest is of low significance, but 4 & 5 should be recognised as a 

positive contribution to the character of this part of the conservation area.   

Historic Interest 

The dwelling reflects the development of Brightlingsea throughout its long history. The loss of 7 is 

unknown.  
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The 1902 Kelly’s Directory shows a long list of private residents, indicating the social status of this 

town. Whilst these properties are not of high social class, they do represent middle class, due to 

their size, being detached and the architectural details.  

The historical interest is of medium significance.  

 

4. Proposed Scheme  

4.1. Requirements for Change 

The proposed scheme looks to restore the property and create an extension to the rear, infilling the 

‘L’ shaped building.  

4.2. Design Considerations 

The proposed design respects the design of the original building but infills the section to the rear to 
allow for a larger kitchen space.   
 

4.3. Mitigation and Enhancement 

At present, No. 5 needs general maintenance and there is an opportunity to improve the appearance 
of the property with the replacement of windows. These elements will enhance its contribution to 
the character of the conservation area.  
 
The site of 7 is now overgrown. Whilst many open spaces contribute to the character of the area, the 
open space here breaks the building line around the attractive green square. The sensitive infilling of 
the space can provide a positive contribution to the character of the conservation area.  
 

4.4. Proposed Scheme 

Whilst the schemes for No 5 & 7 Hurst Green are being submitted as separate applications, from a 
heritage consideration they can be considered together.  
 
5 Hurst Green 
The proposed scheme looks to undertake essential maintenance and replace the existing timber 
windows with timber sash windows. These works are considered to enhance the appearance of the 
property and its contribution to the character of Hurst Green.  
 
The scheme includes a single storey extension, infilling the space created from the existing ‘L’ 
shaped building. This area cannot be seen from the public realm.  
 
7 Hurst Green  
The proposed scheme looks to create a new dwelling reflecting of the style of No 5. The two-storey 
element responds in scale with No. 5, however, due to the long-term needs of the client the 
proposed scheme has an extended ground floor to allow for a fully accessible ground floor living 
accommodation.  
 

4.5. Condition of Asset  

Under the NPPF, the local authority should not consider the condition of the building where there is 

evidence of deliberate neglect of, damage to, a heritage asset.  
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5. Planning History 
The local planning authority website provided the following history online:  
 
Property History - 100090623441 | 5 Hurst Green Brightlingsea Colchester Essex CO7 0HG 
Planning Applications (2) 

▪ Reduce large branch to Acacia growing in garden of 1 Hurst Green. 
Ref. No: 04/02051/TCA | Status: Approval – Full 
 

▪ 1 No. Pine - Fell. 1 No. Swamp Cypress - Reduce height by 40%. 1 No. Acacia - Remove 
deadwood, remove dying branches and shape accordingly. 

Ref. No: 20/00227/TCA | Status: Approval – Full 
 
There is no planning history for 7 Hurst Green.  
 

5.1. Pre-application  

No pre-application was undertaken for this submission.  

 

6. Impact Assessment 
In 2008, the then English Heritage (now Historic England) published their ‘Conservation Principles, 

Policies & Guidance’, which provided a framework and guidance on which to assess proposed works 

to historic buildings and other heritage assets.  

Within this document, they defined ‘conservation’ as: 

‘the process of managing change to a significant place in it setting in ways that will best 

sustain its heritage values, while recognising opportunities to reveal or reinforce those values 

for present and future generation’ 

It is this advice and ethos that the proposed impact of the works is assessed against the ‘special 

architectural and historic interest’ and significance of the building and its setting. 

6.1. Criteria for assessment  

The impact assessment will review the proposed works and how these may have an impact on the 

heritage asset and its significance. Not all works to a designated heritage asset will have a negative 

impact, some works will have neutral or positive impact on the significance or character.  

6.2. Impact on the setting of the Listed Building and Character of the Conservation Area 

The proposed scheme looks to undertake essential maintenance to No. 5, including the replacement 
of unsympathetic windows with timber sash windows and to create a single-storey extension to the 
rear of the property.  
 
The proposed maintenance works and replacement of the windows is considered to improve the 
appearance of the building, reinstating the original design, and therefore is a positive improvement 
to the house and to the character of the area.  
 
The proposed extension cannot be seen from the public realm and therefore is not considered to 
cause harm to the character of the conservation area. The proposed extension is small and not 
within the setting of the listed building (Brown Owl House).  

https://idox.tendringdc.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?previousCaseType=Property&keyVal=I655FDQBV1000&previousCaseNumber=000S8PQBBU000&previousCaseUprn=100090623441&activeTab=summary&previousKeyVal=000SHLQBLI000
https://idox.tendringdc.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?previousCaseType=Property&keyVal=Q61XIVQB0NC00&previousCaseNumber=000S8PQBBU000&previousCaseUprn=100090623441&activeTab=summary&previousKeyVal=000SHLQBLI000
https://idox.tendringdc.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?previousCaseType=Property&keyVal=Q61XIVQB0NC00&previousCaseNumber=000S8PQBBU000&previousCaseUprn=100090623441&activeTab=summary&previousKeyVal=000SHLQBLI000
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6.3. Summary  

The proposed scheme looks to enhance the appearance of the property and therefore is considered 

to be an improvement to the character of the conservation area.     
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Appendix 1 – Photographs  

 

 
Figure 6 – 5 & 7 Hurst Green  

 
Figure 7 – looking from the green towards the site 
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Figure 8 – the gap is unusual within the street scene  

 
Figure 9 – looking towards the main road  
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Figure 10 – the side elevation of 5 Hurst Green  

 
Figure 11 – No 7  
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Figure 12 – variety of buildings surround the green  

 
Figure 13 – the change of architecture reflects the development of the area  
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Appendix 2 – Maps 

 
Figure 14 - 1900 OS Map 
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Figure 15 – published 1897 

 

Figure 16 - published 1923 
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Appendix 3 - Historic Environment Records (HER) 
Search:    Brightlingsea                          Accessed:  7/09/20 

 

Figure 17 - HER's. Taken from https://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/Results.aspx 

Statutory Data 

The National Heritage List for England  44 results  |  |  

   

National Designation Decisions 

Designation Decision Records (De-
listed entries) 

No records matched your search 
 |  

Designation Decision Records (Non-
designated entries) 

1 results 
 |  

   

Non-Statutory National Data 

Historic Milestone Society Database  No records matched your search  |  |  

HE PastScape 56 results  |  |  

National Trust HBSMR No records matched your search  |  

Parks and Gardens UK No records matched your search  |  |  

https://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/Results.aspx
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ContentPlaceHolder1$TabContainer1$TabPanel1$ctl03$ctl02','')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ContentPlaceHolder1$TabContainer1$TabPanel1$ctl198$ctl02','')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ContentPlaceHolder1$TabContainer1$TabPanel1$ctl198$ctl02','')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ContentPlaceHolder1$TabContainer1$TabPanel1$ctl201$ctl02','')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ContentPlaceHolder1$TabContainer1$TabPanel1$ctl201$ctl02','')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ContentPlaceHolder1$TabContainer1$TabPanel1$ctl75$ctl02','')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ContentPlaceHolder1$TabContainer1$TabPanel1$ctl180$ctl02','')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ContentPlaceHolder1$TabContainer1$TabPanel1$ctl183$ctl02','')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ContentPlaceHolder1$TabContainer1$TabPanel1$ctl186$ctl02','')
https://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/Resource_Desc.aspx?resourceID=5
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/
https://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/Resource_Desc.aspx?resourceID=8
https://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/Resource_Desc.aspx?resourceID=7
https://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/Resource_Desc.aspx?resourceID=1972
http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/1972/index.cfm
https://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/Resource_Desc.aspx?resourceID=2
http://www.pastscape.org.uk/
https://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/Resource_Desc.aspx?resourceID=6
https://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/Resource_Desc.aspx?resourceID=858
http://parksandgardens.org/
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PMSA An error occurred  |  

NMR Excavation Index  21 results  |  |  

Church Heritage Record 2 results  |  |  

   

Local Records 

Essex HER 150 results  |  |  

   

 

 
 
 

Essex HER  |  |  

 
Name: Windmill Site at Mill Farm, Brightlingsea - Location uncertain 

SMR Number: 47482 

Type of record: Monument 

Grid Reference: TM 091 168 

Map Sheet: TM01NE 

Parish: BRIGHTLINGSEA, TENDRING, ESSEX 

Summary 
Windmill Site at Mill Farm, Brightlingsea - Location uncertain 
Full description 
Post Mill. Probably post type, said to have stood on north west side of Hurst Green, Brighlingsea. 
Had probably moved to great bently by 1762. <1> 
 
<1> Farries, K, 1981-1988, Essex Windmills, Millers and Millwrights, Volumes 1 to 5 (DESC TEXT). 
SEX20474. 
Monument Types 
POST MILL (Post Medieval - 1540 AD to 1900 AD) 
Sources and further reading 

<1> DESC TEXT: Farries, K. 1981-1988. Essex Windmills, Millers and Millwrights, Volumes 1 to 5. 

Search results generated by the HBSMR Gateway from exeGesIS SDM Ltd. 
Contact Resource Provider 

 

 
 
  

javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ContentPlaceHolder1$TabContainer1$TabPanel1$ctl189$ctl02','')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ContentPlaceHolder1$TabContainer1$TabPanel1$ctl192$ctl02','')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ContentPlaceHolder1$TabContainer1$TabPanel1$ctl204$ctl02','')
javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$ContentPlaceHolder1$TabContainer1$TabPanel1$ctl54$ctl02','')
http://www.esdm.co.uk/
mailto:heritage.conservation@essexcc.gov.uk?subject=Heritage%20Gateway%20Comment%20for%20record:%20MEX1040421
http://www.pmsa.org.uk/
https://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/Resource_Desc.aspx?resourceID=304
http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/304/
https://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/Resource_Desc.aspx?resourceID=1040
https://facultyonline.churchofengland.org/about-the-church-heritage-record
https://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/Resource_Desc.aspx?resourceID=1001
http://unlockingessex.essexcc.gov.uk/
https://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/Results_Single_Print.aspx?resourceID=1001&uid=MEX1040421
https://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/Gateway/Resource_Desc.aspx?resourceID=1001
http://unlockingessex.essexcc.gov.uk/
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Kelly’s Directory  
1894 

 
 
 
 
 
1902 
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