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INTRODUCTION

1.1. Neo Environmental Ltd has been appointed by Renewasle Energy Systems Ltd (the
“Applicant”) to undertake a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment Addendum for the
proposed installation of pole-mounted CCTV to a consented solar farm {the “Development”)
on lands at Stour Fields, Wix Lodge, Bradfield, Essex (the ‘Application Site”). Please see
Appendix 3 drawing GBSG 30606 for the layout of the proposed Development.

1.2, This Addendum provides supplementary information associated with the Landscape and
Visual Impact Appraisal (LViA] produced in August 2013 as part of the planning application
(Tendring District Council ref no: 13/00896/FUL) for a ﬁrnnosad sclar farm development and
associated infrastructure at lands at Wix Lodge, Bradfield, Essex, CO11 25R c. 300m northwest
of the village of Wix. In particular, the Landscape Addendum has been grovided in response
to & pre-application consultation with Tendring District Council, the Local Planning Authority,
regarding the proposed installation of CCTV at the existing solar farm, Following pre-
subrnission discussions between the Applicant and Tendning District Council, given the limited
potential for additional impacts, it was considered that the preparation of an Addendum to
the onginal LVIA [dated August 2013, that was submitted to accompany the application
13/00896/FUL) would be sufficient in order to address any relevant concerns,

1.3 A Landscape and Visual Impact Appraisal (LVIA} considening the potential direct and indirect
effects of the Proposed Development upon the landscape resources, views and visual amenity
within the existing landscape and visual baseline across a3 Skm study area was provided in
August 2013, The LVIA stated: "4 ZTV was produced to 5km rodius from the site boundaries
and used to aid in the selection of suitoble viewpoints It was found that many of the potential
viewpaoints selected during the desktop onalysis were in fact screened by various landscope
features and elements During the site wisit it was found that the wisibifity of the proposed
development will be lorgely retained within 1.5km of the site boundary. The views fram each
viewpaint are highlighted in the photographs included in the appendix " — paragraph 5.6.4,
LVIA 2013. The LVIA assessed the host Landscape Character Areas; that is, the LCA within
which the Application Site is located.

1.4, Following a document search and review of the Planning Application 13/008S6/FUL, it was
noted that the Delegated Decision Officers Repart dated 14 November 2013 made comments
regarding an omission in the submitted LMIA. The Addendum addresses this omission and &
supported by additional Figures: Figure 1.1 Essex and Southend-on-5ea Landscape Character

— ——Aregsamd figore 2 -Tendring DistrictCouncit- LendscapeCharscterAreas—See Figure L. Iand—
Figure 1.2, Appendix 1 of the Addendum.
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METHODOLOGY

The methodology followed for this addendum is contained within Section 5.2 Methodology

of the LVIA 2013 and the methodology followed for assessing potential landscape and visual
effects is within Section 5.3 Landscape and Visual Impact Methodology of the original LVIA

2013,
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BASELINE CONDITIONS

Pre-application Consultation

1.6. Following pre-submission discussigns between the Applicant and Tendring District Council,
given the imited potential for additiunal impacts, it was considered that the preparation of
an Addendum to the onginal LVIA {dated August 2013, that was submitted to accompany the
application 13/00896/FUL) wguld be sufficient in order to address any relevant concerns.

1:7 ! & Landscape Addendum has therefore been prepared, together with 2 photomontages of the
propesed CCTV from viewpuints VP1 and VP3 of the 5 viewpoints that were assessed in the
2013 LVIA,

Review of Delegated Decision Officer Report: comments on the submitted LVIA,
14 November 2013 '

18. In terms of landscape haseline, the Consultation Responses note:

“The applicant has also submitted o Londscape: Visual Impact-Assessment (LVIA) in order to
show the likely impoct ond effects of the solar farm development upon the existing londscape
character and landscope element such as londform, vegetation and visual omenity. . Section
5.4.2 entitled Landscape Character makes reference to both National and County Landscape
Charocter Assessment (LCA) but does nol refer to the Tendring District Coundl LCA. The LVIA
should take account of this document.”

1.9, And the Consultation Responses add:

“The application site is situated in the Bromley Heoths Landscape Area gs described in the
Tendring District Landscape Character Assessment.”

1.10.  This Addendum takes account of the Tendring District Landscape Character Assessment’.

Planning Baseline

111,  On 9 October 2017, Tendring District Council, along with Braintree and Colchester Councils
submitted their Local Plans and accompanying docuoments to the Planning Inspectorate for
examination, in accordance with Regulation 22 of the Town and Country Planning (Local

A

Planming} (England} Regulations 2012 Tendring District Council formally adopted the
1Eﬂdrtng District Council Local Plan 2013 = 20332 and Beyond: MNorth Essex Authonties’ Shared

L1Application no, 13/00895/FUL Instaliation of a 14.96MWp solar farm and the associated infrastructure, Wix
Lodge, Colchester Road, Wix, Essex = Delegated Decision Officer Report dated 14 November 2013
- Land Use Consultants (November 2001} Tendnng District Council Landscape Character Assessment Yolumes 1

& 2, prepared for Tendring District Council

ENVIRONMENTAL
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Strategic Section 1 Plan. Section 2° 1s under examination and the Council is currently holding
public consultation on the Main Modifications and associated documents, closing on 31™
August 2021. Local and emerging Planning Policies are discussed in Section 5.4.4.2 of the LVIA.

1.12.  Existing policies include:

e Policy QL11 - Environmental Impacts and Compatibility of Uses
& Policy EN1 - Landscape Character :
=  Policy ENGb — Habitat Creation

¢ Policy EN13a — Renewable Energy

113.  Proposed policies in the emerging Local Plan (2012), listed in the LVIA were:

= Policy PLAS: The Countryside Landscape
*  Policy PLAG: The Historic Environment
s Pohcy PLAS: Listed Buildings

* Policy PLA1D: Renewable Energy Installations

1,14, Relevant Adopted [2021) policies in Section 1 of the Tendring District Local Plan 2013 - 2033
include:

1.15. Policy SP7: Place Shaping Principles (Supersedes part of QL11)

"Place Shaping Principles
All new development must meet high standards of urban and architectural design.
Development frameworks, masterplans, design codes, and other design guidance
documents will be prepared in Consultation with stakeholders where they are needed
to support this obyective.
All new development should reflect the following ploce shaping principles, where
applicable

o Respond positively to local character and context to preserve and enhence the

quality of existing places and their environs, ...

o Protect and ephance ossets of historical or notural value; Incorporate

biodiversity creation and enhancement measures,

o Enhance the public realm through odditional landscaping, street furniture and

other distinctive features thot help to create o sense of place,

* Tendring District Council (June 2017) Tendring District Local Plan 2013 - 2033 and Beyond - Publication Draft

Final. Section 2

ENVIRONMENTAL
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o Provide on integrated and cannected network of bicdiverse pubhc cpen space
and green and blue infrastructure, thereby helping to alleviote recrectional

pressure on designated sites,

o Include meagsures to promote enviconmental sustoinabifity  including
addressing energy ond water efficiency, and provision of apgropriate water aned
wastewater and flood mitigation measures Including the use of open spoce to

provide flora ond founa rich sustoinoble drainoge solutions; and

o Protect the omenity of existing ond future residents and users with regard to

noise, wibration, smell, loss of ight, overbearing and overlooking.”

1.14. Relevant proposed paolicies in Section 2 of the Tendring District Local Plan 2013 — 2033° that
were submittad to the Planning Inspectorate in 2017 include:

» Policy SPL 3 SUSTAINABLE DESIGN

Part A: Design. All new development fincluding changes of use) should moke o positive
contribution to the quality of the local environment ond protect or enhance local

character, The following criteria must be met:

a. new bulldings, alterations and structures are well designed and maintain or enhance

local chorocter ond distinctiveness;

b. the developrent relates well to its site and surroundings particularly in relation to its

stting, height, scale, massing, form, design and materials;

€. the development respects or enhances views, skylines, landmarks, existing street

patterns, open spaces and other locally important features;

d.the design and layout of the development mointains or enhances impartant existing
site features of landscape, ecological, heritage or amenity value; Tendring District Local

Plan - Publication Draft Final 93 Sustainable Ploces 3

"

e boundary treatments and hord and soft landscaping are designed as an integral part
—_ - ——af-the-development-refiecting -the-funstion-ond-character-offthe development-and-is—
surroundings. The Council will encourage the use of locally distinctive materials in

boundary treatments,

* Tendring District Council Local Plan October 2017 Final Draft — currently out to consultation August 2021

new
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* Port B: Practical Requirements- New development (including changes af use) must meer

procticol requirements. The following criteria must be met;

0. occess to the site is procticable and the highway network will be able to safely
uccommodate the additional traffic the proposal will generate and nat lead to an

unacceptobile increase in congestion;

b. the design and loyoul of the development mamtains and/or provides safe ond

convenient access for pedple with mobility imparirments*,

c. the development incorporates or provides measures to minimise opportunities for

crime and anti-sociol behaviour;

d. the applicant/developer can demonstrate how the proposal will minimise the
praduction of greenhouse gases and impact on climate change as per the current

regulations and policies in this plan;

e. buildings and structures are designed ond orientated to ensure odequate doylight,

cutlook ond privacy for future and existing residents;

[ provision 1s made for private amenity space, waste storoge, separation and recychng

facilities, vehicle and eycle parking; and

g the development reduces flood risk ond opportunities are token to integrate
sustoinable drainage within the deévelopment, creating omenity and enhancing

brodiversity.

* On housing developments of 10 or mureldweﬂmgﬁ, 10% of market housing should be
to Building Regulations Part M (4) 2 'odaptoble and accessible’ stondord, For affordable
homes, 10% should be to Bulding Regulations Part M {4) 2 and 5% should be to Part M
{4) 3 'wheelchair-user' stundards {Ref. Tendrning District Housing Viabidity .Assessment
12 May 2017)

*  Part C: Impacts and Compatibility. New development (including chonges of use) should
be compatible with surrounding uses and minimise any adverse environmental impacts.

The following criterio must be met:

. the development will not have a materially domaging impact on the privacy, doyhght

or other amenities of occupiers of nearby properties;

new
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b the development, including ony additonol road traffic arising, will not have
unacceptable tevels of pollution on: oir, land water (including ground water), amenity.
heoith or'safety through noise, smell dust light heat wibration, fumes or other forms
of pollution or nuisance: 94 Tendring District Local Plan - Publication Draft Final 3

Sustoinable Places

¢, the health safety or omenity of any orcupants or users of the proposed development

will not be materially harmed by any pollution from an existing or committed use; and

d alf new development should have regard to the most up to date odopted Essex

NMineral Locol Plan,

Y

The development has considered cfimate change adagtation measures and technology
from the butset including reduction of emissians, ranewable ond fow carbon, passive

design, and through green infrastrue ture technjqueswhere apgropriate.

When considering new development applicants and developers should avoid adverse
impacts upan the environment, Where this is not possible, mitigotion measures should

be put forward, As o last resort, cormpensate for adverse environmentol :'mﬁnr:rs.

Any measures necessary tg meet the abgve requirements are to be estoblished by the
applicant/developer. This Policy contributes towards achieving Objec tives 6, 7 and 8 of
this Local Plon. *

= Paolicy PPB Tourism

"To otiract visitors to the Tendring District and supoort economic growth In tourism,
the Councll will generally support proposals that would help to improve the tourism
appeal of the District to visitors, subject to other relevant policies in the Local Plon. In

particular, the Council will support opprogriate proposals for:

~.educational field centres or focilities associoted with renewoble energy, nature
conservation, heritoge, coostol protection, maoritime activities and/or the enjoyment of

the countryside and coost,....”

* PPL3The rural landscape

“Palicy PPL 3 THE RURAL LANDSCAPE The Council will grotect the rural landscope and
refuse planning permission for any proposed development” which would cause

overriding harm to its charocter or appearance, including to:

new
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a. estucries, rivers and undeveloped coast,

b. skylines and prominent wews including ridge-tops and plateou edges,
c. traditional buldings ond settiement settings;

d. native hedgerows, trees and woodlands;

e. pratected laneés, other rural lanes, bridleways .and feotpaths; and

[, registered parks and gardens.

Development proposals affecting protected londscapes must poy porticular regard to
the conservation and enhancement of the speciol character ond appearance of the
Dedharn Vale AONE, ond its setting, and the setting af the Suffolk Coast and Heaths
AONB, including any relevant AE.:WH Management Plan objectives. New development
which would rmpact upon the proposed extension to the Suffolk Coast and Heaths
AONS, or its setting, should hove specific regard to any special landscope qualities of

the arep offected

Elsewhere, development proposals should have regard to the Natural England
Character Area profiles for the Greater Thames Estuary (No.81) and the Northern
Thames Basin (No.111) and the Counci’s Londscope Charocter Assessments, as

relevant, and should protect and reinforce identified positive landscape quahities.

New development within the rural landscape should minimise the impact af light
pollution on the site and is surroundings, in order to protect rural amenity and

brodnersity.”
= PPL4 Biodiversity and geodiversity

“Sites designated for their international, European and national importance to noture
conservation. including Ramsor sites; Special Protection Areas (SPAS); Speciol Areas of
Conservation (SACs), Marine Conservation Zones (MCZs), Nationol Noture Reserves
(NNRs); ond Sites of Speciol Scientific Interest (SSSis) will be protected frnh
development likely to hove an adverse effect on their integrity. As a minimum, there
should be no sgnificant impacts upon ony protected species, Including Eurcpean
Protected Species and schemes should consider (and include provision, as may -be
relevant for) the preservation, restoration or ré-creation of priority habitats. ecological
networks and the protection and recovery of protected species populations. Proposals

for new development should also hove regard to any published locol Recreational

new
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Disturbance Avoldance and Mitigotion Strategies and include ony meosures which may
be necessory to support the mims of the strategy, to help to mitigote any hkely
recregtional impacts arising from the development. Proposals for enhancement of
special interest and features will be supported subject to other matenal planning

considerations,

Sites designated for their local importance to noture conservation, including Local
Wildiife Sites (LoWs), Anclent Woodlands Protected Verges and aged or veteron trees
will be protected from development likely to have on adverse impact on-such sites or
Jeotures Proposois for enhancement of special interest and features will be supported,

subject to other motertal plonning considerations.

Proposals for new development should be supported by on appropnate ecological
assessment, Where new development would harm biodiversity o« geodiversity, planning
permission will only be gronted in exceptional circumstances, where the benefits of the
development demonsémbfy outweigh the horm coused ond where odeguate mitigation
or, as o fost resort, compensation megsures are inchided, to ensure no net lass, ond

preferably a net goin, in biodiversity.

Proposols for new infrostructure ond mojor development should consider the potential
for enhanced biodiversity, appropriate to the site and its location, including, where

appropriate, within Green Infrastructure.

Any proposed develogment on sites which maoy suppeort protected species wifl require o
relevant survey(s), undertaken by o suitobly gualified ecologist If protected species are
present, a suitoble mitigation plan will be required prior to planming permission being

granted ”
= PPL7 Archaeology

*Proposals for new development which would affect, or might affect, archoecibgical
remains will only be permitted where accompaonied by an oppropriote desk-based

ossessment Where :denﬂﬁed as necessary within that desk-haEd ossessment @

written scheme of investigation including excovation, recording or prote: tion and
deposition of archoeological records in @ public archive will be required to be submitted
to, and approved by, the Local Planning Authority, Proposals for new development

which are not able to demanstrate that known or possible orehaeclogical remains will

new
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be suitably protected from loss or harm, or have an appropriate level of recording, will

not be permitted.”
s PPL 10 renewable energy generation

"Proﬁasufs for renewable energy schemes will be considered having regard to their
scale, impact (including cumulative impoct) and the amount of energy which is to be
generoted. Proposals for new development shauld consider the potential for renewable
energy genergtion, approprigte to the site and its location, and ‘should include
renewable energy installations, or be designed to focilitate the retro-fitting of

renewable energy installations.” -

Landscape Baseline

Landscape Designations

117. Landscape designations on site and within the Skm ZTV study area around the site boundaries
are discussed in Section 5.4.4.4 of the LVIA 2013, '

1.18. Recapping the 2013 WVIA, at a national scale the Application Site is within the National
Craracter Area (NCA) 111 The Morthern Thames Basin® The key characteristics of this NCA
are described in paragraph 5.4.4.1 of the LVIA 2013 and the MCA was assessed. Within the
Skm radius study area are three National Landscape Character Areas, NCA 82 Suffolk Coast
and Heaths, NCA 81 Greater Thames Estuary and the NCA 111 The Northern Thames Basin.
(refer to Appendix 5.1: Figure 5.1 of L\VIA 2013).

1.19.  Atacounty level, the Essex and Southend on Sea LCA identified 7 Landscape Character Types
{LCT) and 35 Landscape Character Areas (LCA). The site lies wathin LCT E London Clay
Landscapes, and LCA E3 The Tendring Plain”, The key charactenstics of LCA E3 The Tendring
Plain are described in paragraph 5.4.4.2 of the LVIA 2013. Note: the assessed LCA E3 was
erroneocusly titled Tendering Foothills™ The effects of the then proposed solar farm on the
landscape character of the NCA 111 The Morthern Thames Basin and the County LCA E3 The
Tendrning Plain were assessed in Table 5-6 of the LVIA 2013,

1.20.  Within the Skm radius ZTV study areas are the county-wide {EsSex and Southend-on-Sea LCA)
broad Landscape Character Types: LCT E London Clay Landscapes, LCT F Coastal Landscapes,
and a small area of LCT C River Va Ile;r Landstapes; and also the finer grained Landscape
Character Areas: LCA E2 South Colchester Farmlands, E3 The Tendring Plain, E4 North ;
Colehester Farmiands, F5 North Blackwater & Colne Coastal Farmiands, F8 Hamford Water, '

]

" Matural England (2014} National Character Area profiles
® Chris Blandford Associates {2003) Essex and Southend on Sea Council Landscape Character Assessment,
commissioned by Essex County Council and Southend on Sea Borough Council as part of the replacement

structure plen review.
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F9 Stour Estuary Slopes, and F10 Stour Estuany and a smeall area of LCA CB Stour Valley. These

are illustrated in this report, Appendix 1: Figure 1

1.71. A small part of the northern Skm radius 2TV study area covers the county.wide Suffolk
Landscape Character Types’ (LCT) Rolling Estate Farmlands LCT and the county-wide suffolk
Seascape Character Types® (SCT) Inland Navigable Waters 5CT and Saltmarsh & Inter-tidal
Flats 5CT. The Landscape and Seascape Character Types are not subdivided into hiner-grained

character areas.

1.232. The Tendning District Landscape Character Assessment 2001%identifies 8 distinct landscape
types {LCT) and 3¢ landscape character areas (LCA) which share a unique and distinct identity
recognisable at a district sca e. Landscape Character Areas within the Skm ZTV study area
include: LCA 7A Bromley Heaths, LCA 64 Stour Valleys, LCA 8A Tendring and Wix Clay Plateau,
LCA BE Ramsey Valley System, LCA 4A The Oakley Ridge, LCA 34 Hamford Coastal sl pes, and
small areas of LCA 20 Hamford Orained Marshes and Islands, LCA 1E Stour Estuary Marshes,
LCASC Cattawede Miarshes, LCA 8B Clacton and the Sokens Clay Plateau and LCA 7B St Osyth

[ Great Bentley Heaths. See Appendix 1 Figure 2 of this Adderdum.

1.23; The LVIA 2013 stated: "A 2TV was produced to Skm radius from the site boundanes and used
to ald in the selection of sultable viewpeints. It was found that many of the potential
viewpaints selected dunng the desktop analysis were 1n fact screenad by various landscaps
features and elements. During the site visit 1t was found that the wisibility of the proposed
development will be [argely retained within 1.5km of the site boundary. The views from each
viewpo!nt are highlighted in the photographs included in the appendin” — paragraph 5.6.4,
LViA 2013

1.24. In view of this, a 2km radius has been adopted far the consideration of potential landscape
receptors  and appraisal of landscape effects. The theoretical visitility of the Proposed
Development (ZTV coverage) on Landscape Character Areas within 2km of the Application
Site is described in Table 1 below. This is used as a means of identifying which landscape

character areas require appraizal,

Tahle 1: Landscaps Baseline Character Ascassmant

Theoretical Visihilit

CF

Mational Character Areas

! suffolk County Council Landscape Character Assessment 2008, revised 2011 available at: Wap - Suffolk
Landscapes
% Suffolk County Council Seascape Character Assessment 2018 avalable at: Seascape Typolagy - Suffolk
Landscapes

* LUC {Movember 2001} Tendring District Londscope Character Assessment, prepared for Tendring District Council

nei
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NCA 111 MNorthern
Thames Basin™”

Host MCA, this is considered more fully in the Addendum. The NCA Profile is
described in Section 5.4.4.1 National & Regional Landscape Character, page
10 of the LVIA 2013,

Essex County Counc

il & Southend-on-5ea Borough Council Landscape Character Assessment 20035

C8 Stour Valley

The LCA is more than 2km from the Application Site boundaries. It is
considered unlikely that there will be effects an the character of this LCA. It
is not given further consideration in this report.

E2 South
Colchester
Farmlands

The LCA is more than 2km from the Application Site boundaries. It 1s
considered unlikely that there will be effects on the character of this LCA. It
1s nat given further consideration in this report.

E3 Tendring Plain

Host County LCA, this considered more fully within the addendum. {The LCA
Profile 1s described in paragraph 4 6.7, pages 145 — 149 of the Essex &
Southend on Sea LCA)

E4 North The LCA is more than 2km from the Application Site boundaries. It 15
Calchester considered unlikely that there wil! be effects on the character of this LCA. It
Farmlands 1s not given further consideration in this report.
F5 North The LCA s more than 2km from the Application Site boundaries. Its
Blackwater & considerad unhikely that thare will be effects on the character of thes LCA. It
Colne Coastal 15 not given further consideration in this report.
Farmlands
F& Hamford Water | The LCA is more than 2km from the Application Sité boundaries. It is
considered unlikely that there will be effects on the character of this LCA, 1t
i5 not given further consideration in this report.
| Fa Stour Estuary The LCA is more than 2km from the Application Site boundaries, It Is
1 Slopas considered unlikely that there will be effects on-the character of this LCA. It

15 nat gwven further consideration in this report.

F10 Stour Estuary

The LCA is more than 2km from the Application Site boundaries. It is
considered unlikely that there will be effects on the character of this LCA. It
is not given further consideration in this report.

Suffolk County Council {& District Councils) Landscape Character Assessment {2008}

Ralling Estate
Farmiands LCT

The LCA is more than 2km from the Application Site boundaries. It s
considerad unlikely that there will be effacts on the character of this LCA. It
is not given further consideration in this report.

Suffolk County Council (& District Councils) Seascape Character Assessment {2018)

Inland Navigable
Waters SCT

The LCA s more than 2km from the Application Site boundaries. it is '
considered uniikely that thare will be effects on the character of this LCA. It
is not gwen further consideration in this report.

" Natural England (2013) NCA 111 Northern Thames Basin, {rel no. NE4G6) available at NCA Profile:111 Northern
Thames Basin - NE4EE (naturalendland.org.uk)
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Saltmarsh & Inter-
tidal Flats SCT

The LCA 15 more than 2km from the Apphcation Site boundanes Itis
considared unlikely that thare will be effects on the character of this LCA. It
Is not given further consideration in this repart.

Tendning District Council Landscape Character Assessment (2001)

1E Stour Estuary

The LCA 15 more than 2km from the Applicanon Site boundaries It is

Marshes considered unlikely that there will be effects on the character of this LCA. it
Is not given further consideration in this report

2D Hamford The LCA 15 more than 2km from the Application Site boundaries, It 15

Drained Marshes considered unlikely that there will be effects on the character of this LCA. It

and Islands Is not given further consideration in this report

3A Hamford The LCA 15 more than 2km from the Application Site boundaries. It is

Coastai Slopes considered unlikely that there will be effects on the character of this LCA. It
iz not given further consideration in this report

44 The Dakley The LCA1s more than 2km from the Application Site boundaries. It 15

Ridge considered unlikely that there will be effects on the character of this LCA. It
1s not given further consideration in this report

5C Cattawade The LCA 15 more than 2km from the Application Site boundanes. Itis

Marshes considered unlikely that there will be effects on the character of this LCA. It

is not given further consideration in this report

BA Stour Valley
System

Naorth of the Application Site, within 2km of the Apglication Site boundaries,
this Is considered more fully within the addendum

6E Ramsey Valley
System

The LCA is more than 2km from the Application Site boundares. Itis
considered unlikely that there will be effects on the character of this LCA. It
Is not given further consideration in this regort

74 Bromley
Heaths

The Host Local LCA, this is considered more fully within the addendum.

7B 5t Osyth /
Great Bentley
Heaths

The LCA is more than 2km from the Application Site boundaries. It is
considered unlikely that there will be effects on the character of this LCA It
is not glven further cansideration in this report

8A Tendring and
| wWhsClayPlatean—

South of the Application Site, thie LCA includes the willage of Wi, and is
—within-2knrof theAppiicationSite boundaries. This I considerad more-fully
within the addendum
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1.25, Paragraphs 1.4.15 to 14 .17 Eveluoting Sensitivity af Londscape and Appendix B of the kssex
& Southend-on-Sea LCA " —considers the sensitivity of the landscape character areas to forms
of development; these are presented n the LCA Appendi B summary matrix of character
areo sensitiaity evoluations.

1.26. The sensitwity of the County LCA (E3) Tendring Plain is Low for large scale ‘open uses’ {which
are not defined) and High for ‘Utilities development i.e. masts, pylons’, and High for
‘Incremental small scale developments’. However, the LCA notes that, ”éens:t:uﬁy 15 not
absolute but 1s likely to vary according to the type/scale of change being considered....It also
highlights issues that could be considered in greater detail ot o locol level..” Regarding
landscapes of High sensitivity, it states: “the landscape is very sensitive to this type of
development/change due to the potentiol for very odverse impacts on: distinctive physical and
cultural components or key charocteristics;..strength of character/condition of the
landscape; ..landscape of high intenisibility/visual exposure;... with very imited opportunities
fer miigation”. Impacts of the development and other change.are “unlikely to be copable of
being absorbed. . presumption against development unless over-riding need.” Careful design
and choice of materials are Important to m:EegratE the proposed CCTV within the County
Landscape Character Area,

127, The LCA E3 Tendning Plain Profile (Paragraph 4.6.7, pages 145 to 149 inclusive of the Essex &
Seuthend -on-Sea LCA), outlines its characteristics and sensitwity, and refers to: “Some widely
visible masts in the north of the area” and "Northwest to southeast aligned pylon route”. These
vertical structures are much taller in companson than the proposed CCTV posts.

National NCA 111 The Northern Thames Basin

Location and baseline description:

1.28. The NCA 111 The Northern Thames Basin covers a broad aiea of land from the north of
londor eastwards to the borough of Colchester and the District of Tendring. Key
characteristics of The NCA 111 The Northern Thames Basin are described in the paragraph.
54.4.1 of the LVIA 2013.

County LCA E3 Tendring Plain

Location and baseline daseription:

1.29. The County LCA E3 Tendnng Plain is the host landscape character area within which the
Application Site 1s located. Paragraph 5.4.4.2 of the LVIA 2013 outlines the key characteristics
of the County LCA E3 Tendring Plain. paragraph 5.4.4.2 of the LVIA 2013 "Key Characteristics

nclude:
"' Welcome (rochford.gov.uk) Chrs Blandford Associates (2003) Fssex & Southend-on-Sea Landscape Character
Assessment :

new

ENVIRONMENTAL



Stour Flelds Solar Farm Page 19 of 62

. Lar_ge flat fermiand platecu, dissected by occasional small narrow valleys,

= Aroble land use dominates, but with some pasture and orchards,

s Stroight and regulor field patterns with mainly low trimmed hedgerows.

»  Widely dispersed blocks of woodlond/smoll copses, sparse tree cover in the north

s Former heathland character near Colchester®”

1.20. The Tendring Plain LCA's overall character 15 descnbed as: "The Tendning Plain s a low,
relatwely flat plateau with extensive arable land use on loamy, sandy and clay soils. Typically
the fields are large and regular. Apart from a few localised clusters of woodlands/copses they
are very widely dispersed. As a result the area has a generally open character and there are
frequent wide views in which the small settlements, scattered hedgerow trees, and occasional
lines of pyplars punctuate the low hyrizuns, Small river/stream valleys cutting through the
broad plateau have a contrasting enclused character and more intimate scale. Pylons, high
masts and majur roads visually interrupt the landscape in parts.”

Condition

1.31. The landscape condition is described as.

o Hedgerows: "in moderate condition. Same are very fragmented”,
= Settlements: “in moderate condition, Cut of charae ter suburban infill porticularly from

the 1960's and 197(Ys arcurs in some”.

Trends for Change

1.32.  Past, present and future issues and trends for change are idertified as:

s “Former heothland on sandy soils around Colkhester were lost as a result of late
enclosure,

= Significant loss of .':e;:z'gerows and hedgerow trees has occurred in parts associeted with
arable intensification since the Second World War,

# (Current and likely ongoing trends for change include pressures for major transportation
developments, urbar development pressure on the edge of Calchester, and use of the

arza for large telecommunication mosts. Changes in agricultural subsidy regimes may:

bring possible opportunities for restoration ¢f hedgerows, small woodlands and

heathlond.”

Y Paragraph 4,6.7, page 145, Essex & Southend-on-Sea LCA 2003

Nned
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Sensitivity:

1.33.  The Essex and Southend-on-Sea LCA 2003 evaluates the sensitivity of the landscape to types
of development in Toble Tendring Plain (£3) Sensitivity Evaluation, page 149 of the LCA. The
sensitivity of Tendring Plain to:

s Utilties development 1.e. masts, pylons: Key sensitivities include: moderate to high
interwisbility; tranquil @reas in the northeast and south of the area. The landscape
senstivity level is Medium.

* Llaorge scole ‘open uses” Key sensitivities include: moderate to Fugh intervisibility, simple
large sca'e field pattern. Possible opportunities to absorb change with restoration of

woodland, hedgerow s, heathland. The landscape sensitivity level is Low,

1.34. Taking into account the judgements of susceptibility and value, overall sensitivity is judged to
be Medium.

LVIA conclusion

1.35. Table 56 ot the LVIA 2013 (page 21) considers the significance of impact on the LCA Tendring
Plain {referred to as Tendering Foothills £3 in the table) to be Minar adverse.

District LCA 7A Bromley Heaths

Location and baseline description:

1.345. The Bromley Heaths lie within the Heathland Plateaux Landscape Character Type [LCTY, The
Heathland Plateaux are described as "large scale, flat agricultural plateaus, generally above
25m AQD; covering a large part of the western half of Tendring District. Their extent is defined
by the glacial loams and gravels that create acid soils giving them a heathy character and
identifying them as separate landscape type from the Clay Plateaux to the east of the
district.”. The Proposed Development is located within this LCA.

1.37.  Keycharacteristics of the LCA 74 Bromley Heaths are:

=« “Exposed and windswept plateau corresponding to the highest gpart of the district,

* [Deep. coarse, Ipamy and often stoneless brown sods which support o high grade
agricultural land

» lorge stale productive arable fields divided by low gappy hedgerows where hedgerow

oaks stand out as sithouettes agmnst the skyline.

134 UC (November 2001) Tendnng Landscape Choracter Assessment prepared for Tendring District Council
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» Apple orchards around Arleigh, Elmstead and Frating are sheltered by belts of poplor or
fast growing Leylandi,

Farmer heaths largely converted to smallholdings or regenerating as woodland. Small

greas of remnont heath survive

s Neglected oak/sweet chestnut coppice with ground flora typicol of ocidic woodiand
soils.

s Lowdensity rural settlément pattern of scattered farms and halls, harmlets, willages ond
small market towns.

= Network of narrow lanes connects the scattered farms and wilfages and roadside verges
often contain gorse and bracken

s Dromatic, dominating skyscape.”

1.38. Inaddition, the Bromley Heaths LCA is described as; “an elevated plateau that extends from
Colchester to Wix in the east and Thorrington in the south. it corresponds to the highest part
of the district. . The large scale, open plateau is dominated by large scale, geometric fields
indicative oof late enclosure .. The present day settlement pattern and road infrastructure is
based on the medieval system of farms and willages..This 1s an exposed and windswept
plateau where the sky dominates n any view. As a result, landscape character is greatly
affected by the state of the sky and communication towers, pylons and other vertical
struciures stand out as prominent elements. .Church towers are also wisible landmark
features.”

Condition

139, Though the area has "strong field patterns, distinctive settlement character and supports
areas of heathland, ancient wocdland and a2pple orchards” the loss of landscape features
such as hedgerows and trees, 2.g. due o Dutch elm disease, has eroded the landscape
character so the Tendring LCA {2003) evaluates the landscape character as moderate, and
states, “Landscape condition isin decline”, '

Trends to change

1.40. Threats and changes to landscape character include:

—= % TAfiinG of Vilage Greens ond former heatis with BUNt development Teading fo 105 of
settlement structure, communal areas and villoge focus |
s | gssof acid grossiond ond heath hobitats.
= Introduction of dense coniferous shelter belts in place of poplar.

s loss of ancient deciduous woodland, neglect of troditional management such as
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» Hedgerow loss associated with expansion of fields ond agricultural intensification.

»  Urhanising impoct of service facilities, inciuding buildings ond lighting, ossocioted with
the A120 (7).

®  Pressure for exponsion of built development on the edges of Colchester and
suburbanisation of the landscape. .

*  Pressure for lorge scele built development at major road junctions and sorme highly
sensitive plateau edges — with potential for a very high visual impact.

*  Pressure for communication mosts on high ground, particularly on the edges of the
ploteou.

*  Road improvements including signage, line painting and widening which threaten the
intimate rural character of the historic lanes.

* Impact of light pollution on the landscape at might.

Sensitivity:

1.41, The Tendring District Council LCA, page 133, describes the sensitvity of the Bromley Heaths
plateau landscape to be "visually sensitive as a result of its open and rural charocter and long
views. The remaining heaths, wiloge greens, ancient woodlands, hedgerow trees, listoric lones
and ummproved grosstonds/roadsicdle verges ore the features that are most sensitive to
change, Areas of porticular sensitivity to bwilt development are those on the edge of the

- plataau cverlaoking the Stour Valley System (64)..." The landscape recommendations for this
LCA are to conserve the rural character and historic elements of the landscape and to enhance
woodland cover, hedgerow condition and heathland character. The guidance includes
{specific :o this Application):

» Caonserve shelter belts of native species such as ook and polor, resisting the use aof
Leylandy hedges or plastic sheeting in place of native windbreaks.

* Promote management of hedgerows as coppice, particularly elm hedges which would
be attacked by Dutch elm disease if left to grow, with ook and ash standards feft to form
future mber trees.

*  Particufar care should be token in the siting of communication masts or other verticol
elements — these have the potentiol to be highly visible in this open landscage...

s  Opportumties exist for creation of some innovative londscapes ond architecture
provided they fit with the scale of the londscape, utilise local materials and planting
SpECIES ..

» Useof full cut-off ights ond sensitively designed lighting schemes can reduce the impact

af ight pollutian on the rural environment and night skies.
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o (Conserve views to important londmarks such os monorial holls and church towers and'

conserve the setting of these features.”
1.42. The sensitivity of landscape receptors in LCA E3 Bromley Heaths is considered to be High,
LVIA conclusion
1.43.  The District LCA E3 Bromley Heaths is not assassed in the LVIA

District LCA 6A Stour Valley System

I.ﬁ:atinn and baseline description:

144.  The Stour Valley System LCA lie within the Clay Valleys Landscape Character Type (LCT), they
are described as. "steep sided hidden’ valleys that hove eroded through Quaternary deposits
inta the unde}fymg London Cloy. The valleys often extend to a fong distance inland and these
landscape features create topagraphical variety within the flat Tendring Ploteau. The clayey
soils ore sfowly permeable and seasonally woterlogged, supporting pasture and large areas of
deciduous woodland...the cloy valleys hove traditionally been devoid of settlement,...The
shallower slopes have been exploited for agriculttre resufting in an open landscope of large
fields, but the steeper slopes remain well wooded... " The Proposed Development is located c.
S0m south and ¢. 110m east of LCA 64 Stour Valley Systemn at the nearest points.

155 Key characteristics of the LCA BA Stour Valley System are:

= “Sputhern stopes and scenic tributary valleys of the Stour, forming a setting to one of
the most important wildiife estuaries in Europe and a setting to the Suffolk Coasts and
Heaths AONB

s Steep wooded sides form o rural bockdrop to the open waters of the Stour Estuary

s Tributary valleys provide hidden landscapes where thick hedgerows with hedgerow
oaks divide fields of orable and pasture. _

o Dramatic buildings, including guayside worehouses, maltings, church spires and towers,
provide facal points along the river.

* = Leafy lones drop steeply down rh;e valley sides providing scenic drives.
_ = BI352gnd mginline railwgy poss alang the coost with outstapding views of the estuary. =

:;.lnd Suffolk shore. '

s Histaric port of Manningtree and village of Mistley are located an southern bank of the
Stour Estuary facing the Suffolk landscape aeross the mile-wide river.

» . The oreg north-west of Lawford forms part of the Dedham Vale AONB"

*
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Condition

1.44. The landscape character of the LCA 6A Stour Valley System Is descrbed as: "rich in historic
and ecological interest s well as being valued for its scenic qualities,..escaped the pressures
of ogricultural intensification ond built development ossociated with the more easily accessible
flatter areas of the district. The landscope shows good survival of characteristic features such
a5 the steep woaded valleys sides, historic lanes and impréssive buildings ossociated with
ancient ports. It shows strong landscape character™. The landscope condition is described as

"good with well managed wandinnds, actively managed formiond and survivol of historic lones
ond halls...Overall londscape condition may be described os good.”

Trends for Change

147.  Pressures ‘or change on the LCA BA Stour Valley System include:

» “Logss of structure and species diversity of the troditionolly coppiced weodiands through
cessotion of coppice management.

o Spread of sycamore, rhododendron and other invasivefexotic species into native
decduous woodland threatening the locally distinctive species compasition of the
waedignds. :

s [oss of hustoric industriol ond quayside buildings through changes in function of the
ports af Monmingtree and Mistley. Pressure for built development on the outskirts of
Manningtree, Mistley and Lawford.

®  Pressure for road improvements and faster inks along the estuary threateming the rural

. character of the minor roads and leafy Fanes: e
Sensitivity

1.48. The sansitivity of the LCA 1= described as ' "The valley sides are lighly Sensitive to wisual Change
because they form an impartant rural setting to the apen waters af the Stour Estuary and are
visible from the Suffolk Coast ond Heaths AONE os well as from craft on the open water. The
valley sides northwest of Lowford form pert of the Dedham Vole AONB. The ancient
woodlaonds, streamside vegetation, histonc lanes and landmark historic buldings are
particularly sensitive to change.” The landscape management strategy 15 to conserve the
wooded setting of the Stour Estary.

149.  The sensitivity of landscape receptors in LCA 6A Stour Valley System s considered to be High.
LVIA conclusion

130.  The District LCA 6A Stour Valley System is not assessed in the LVIA.
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District LCA 8A Tendring and Wix Clay Plateau

Location and baseline description:

151, The LCA BA Tendring and Wix Clay Plateau lie within the Clay Plateaux Landscape Character
Type (LCT). The Clay Plateaux are large scale, gently undulating agncultural clay landscapes
that make up the eastern part of the Tendring Plateaux. Thay are typically lower than the
Heathland Plateaux, lying below 25m AOD. The Proposed Uevelopment 15 located ¢ 116m
north of LCA 8A Tendring and Wix Clay Plateau

1.53. Key characteristics of the LCA 8A Tendring and Wix Clay Plateau are:

e “Gently undulating rural agricultural plateau In the northeast of Tendnng underiain by
London Clay

» Remote rural arable fondscape of large scole, geometric fields divided by low, aappy
hedgerows with occosional hedgerow frees

» Smaoll remnants of ancient woodlonds hove a neglected coppice with standards

stricture.
s Ancient settlement pottern of scattered farmsteads and villages
» \Villoge greens are tvpjcuf of villages, aithough many of these greens have been infilled
by housing
e Network of narrow lanes connects the scattered forms and villages

s Views af church towers and spires across the landscope.”

1.53.  The landscape character of the LCA BA Tendring and Wix Clay Plateau is described as: "a gently
undulating rural agricultural ploteau, underiam by Landon Clay, in the northeast of Tendring
....minar undulations resuiting from the mingr tnbutary streams which flow south into Holland
Brook or east into Ramsey Creek and Hamford Water. Standing water is o common feature in
oreos of poorest drainage.... The ploteou s exposed to the easterly winds from the North Seg
and rows of poplars are sometimes used as windbreaks elsewhere the arable landscape is
divided by low gappy hedgerows, with occasronal mature hedgerow caks ..low density, rural
settlement pottern of scottered formsteads and villages Some hamlets have developed
ground g manor hall, for exomple... Tendring...Other villoges were bullt up around a willage
green, for example,. Wix Green.. Goose Green. ... Wix s the largest vifloge in the choracter area,

_developing from g crossing of twe rogds ot 'Wick's Cross .. Anetwork cf nerre wicres conpects
the scattered farms and villoges, These tend to follow ancent routes olong ridges where there
gre good wviews over the landscape. The A120(T) by contrast, crosses the londscope on
embankment and in cutting, bearing no relotion to [ondscope structure or topogrophy.”
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Condition

154,  The condmion of the tharacter of the LCA ks deseribad as: "o highly rural egricultural landscape
with o low density pottern of settiement. It is arable dominated but includes intact remnants
of ancient woodland. However, the loss of londscape features as o result of past agricultural
intensification and Dutch elm disease means that landscope character of this oreo hos been
eroded. Overall character is considered to be moderote”

155, The condivon of the landscape 1s descnibed as “intensively cultivated. The loss of landscape
Sfeatures such as the willoge greens, roadside commans, hedgerows and anciént woodlonds as
a result of agricuftural intensification and Dutch elm disease means that landscope diversity
and condition has been declining over many years”.

Trends to change

1.54. Pressures for change on the LUA BA Tendring and Wix Clay Plateau include;

»  "lLoss of elms reducing sense of intimacy and enclosure.

s loss of ancient deciduous woodlond and general shrinking of the woodland resource,
Neglect of troditional woodland ond tree manogement such as coppicing ond
polfarding !

* Spread of inva Sive exotic species such as sycamore and rhododendron, displacing native
species in the woodlonds. Introduction of conifers inte native deciduous woodlands
resulting o change in character ond loss of species diversity.

* Loss of troditional permaonent postures, and now absence of grozing amimals to
mawttain aregs of grassiond.

® Hecgerow loss associated with expansion of fields and ogricultural intensification

= nfiling of villoge greens with built development or road buiding leading to loss of
settlement structure ond focus. Pressure for development ond incremental
extension/enlorgement of rural settlements -ond loss of individual settlement identity.

s Roodimprovements, including signage, hine painting and widening wiich thregtens the
intimate rural character of the historic lanes.

s [ght pollution —effect on dark skies"and the mght landscape.”

Sensitivity

1.57.  The sensitivity of the LCA 15 descnibed as: “the londscope s visually sensitive a5 g resull of ifs
open and rural charocter and long wiews — here the inappropriate siting or location of any
development such os & farm building or toll structures has the potential to have a high visual
impoct, However the woodionds ond gently undulating topography prowide some
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cpportunities to integrate development Areas of particufar seasitivity to built development
are those on the edge of the plateou towards the Homford Coastol Sfopes (34) and overlooking
the Stour Valley System (64), the Holland Valley system (60} and Ramsey Valley System (6E).”
The landscape management strategy for the LCA "should be to conserve the rural character
ond settlement pottern ond to enhance the condition of woodlands and hedgerows.” Guidance
relevant to this Praposed Development includes:
= (onserve hedgerows as important wildiife habitats ond londscope feotures ond
promote management of hedgerows as coppice, with oak stendards left to form future
timber trees. Consider opportunities for relnstotement of hedges, particularly where
they hiave been lost from highly wisible locations
e Particular core should be taken in the siting of communication masts or other vertical
elements - these have the potential to be highly vistble in this open londscoge This also
applies for large scale ruro! buwidings e g. for agriculture.
s Useof full cut-off lights and sensitively designed lighting schemes con reduce the impoct
of light pollution on might skies
s Maintoin wews to, ond the settings of, Importont landmorks such os church towers and

spires.”

158, The sensitivity of landscape receptors in LCA BA Tendrfing and Wix Clay Plateau s considered

to be High
LVIA conclusion
159, The Tendring District LCA BA Tendring and Wix Clay Plateau are not assessed in the LVI4A 2013,

Visual Baseline

and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) 2013 identified the extent of theoretical

1.60. The Landsca
visibility of the current Solar Farm and identified visual receptors considered in the appraisal.

Viewpoints that were used to assess effects onreceptors, including reasaons for their selection
were also discussed (see Table 2 below), For this current Proposed Development, Tendring
District Council have requested photomontages to be prepared for viewpaints VP1 and VP3

of the LVIA 2013,

Table 2: Extract from Table 5.5 Selected Viewpoint Locations (LVIA 2013) (updated to include PROW referencesk
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VP1: Junction of Bradfield | 658m northeast | Representative views available to local

Raad with Spinnel’s Lane, by resigents and road users towards the
the publicc bench {near 5ite

PROW 183_4)

VP2: Public Footpath along | Sm south Representative views of walkers and
lane off of the A120 towards residents of Wix Lodge

Wix Lodge

VP3: Public Footpath | 332m Representative views of walkers and
[PROW 183 _5) on private | northwest wisitors to the Guest House and Caravan
lane to Dairy House Guest site

house, off Bradfield Road

VP4: Cansey Lane, on the | 1.5km Representative of views of -esidants on
edge of Bradfield northwest the edge of the town
VF5: Cansay Lane 860m Representative views of local road users
southwest and a few residents along this protected
laneway

161, A location map of viewpaints and images taken from these viewpoints outside the site
boundanes are mcluded in the LVIA 2013 within 5.1 Appendix
e 5.1 Appendix Figure 5.3 Viewpoint Location Map
» 5.1 Appendix Figure 5.5 Viewpoints Outside Site: View 1 {VP1) and View 2 {VP2)
= 5.1 Appendix Figure 5.6 Viewpoints Quiside Site View 3 {VP3) and View 4 (VP4).

162. These viewpaoints were assessed in Table 5-7 of the LVIA 2013,
Settlernents

163,  Settlements and individual residential properties are discussed in Section 5.4.4.4 surrounding
Area of the LVIA 2013. The visual effects on residential receptors at these settlements and
properties are assessed in Table 5.8 Assessment on Settlements in the LVIA 2013,

Highways, Public Rights of Way & Cycle Routes

L4, The Essex County Council’s interactive PROW map identifies several routes adjacent or nearby
the Application Site. These PROW are also identified on Tendring District Council’s (Essex
Highways) interactive PROW map by the names shown in brackets These include:

]
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1.G5.

* PROW 183 34 (Public Footpath no 34 Wix)' hes c. 110m west of the site at its naarest
point by Wix Lodge. The PROW runs north frc;m Colchester Road through frelds to Wix

Lodge and then continues northwards to Daryhouse Lane along an access track.

= PROW 183_25 {Public Footpath no 25 Wix). runs along the south boundary of the
Application Site, following the route of the access track to Wix Lodge from Colchester
Road,

= PROW 183_29 (Public Footpath no 29 Wi runs through open fields, ¢. 160m east of
the Application Site boundary at the nearest point, from Wix & Wrabness Primary

School, Colchester Road to Bradfield Road.

e PROW 183 5 (Public Footpath no 5 Wix) 1s c. 384m northwest of the Apphcation Site
boundary at the nearest point, and runs along the private access track to Dairyhouse

Farm from Eradfield Road. Viewpoint VP2 15 situated on this PROW,

s PROW 1834 (Public Footpath no'd4 Whx) 15 ¢ 673m nartheast (at the nearest point} of
the Application Site boundary, running eastwards from Bradfield Road, north of Wix
Abbey towards Burnt Ash Farm. The access to this PROW is close to Viewpoint VP1 {c.
27m north of VP1)

The highway, PROW, national cycle and footpath trails are assessed in Table 5.8 Assessment
of Routes & Paths of the LVIA 2013.

Cumulative Impact Baseline

1.G66.

1.67.

168,

Asearch was completed in 2013 of Tendring, Colchester and Barbergh District Councif s online
planning registry of existing, approved and proposed solar farm developments within Skm of
the propeosed solar farm (see paragraph 5.10 of the LVIA 2013, Using this search as the basis,
anaother search will be undertaken to identify which of thése solar farms has CCTV facilities.
In addition, the search will be updated to include existing approved and proposed salar farms
and CCTV provision within the Skm ZTV study area.

In 2013, there were no exisung approved or proposed solar farms within Skm of the
boundaries of Stour Fields solar farm. The nearest sofar farm was a Consented 13MW solar

farm at lands north of Frowick Lane, St Osyth (ref. 13/00360/FUL) ¢ 9.5km southeast of the
Stour Fields solar farm.

A search of the Tendring, Calchester and Barbergh District Councils” planning portals found
these current existing and Consented solar farms within tha Skm study area. There are no
current proposals, requests for scoping opinions, or pre-application consyltations for ground
mounted sofar farms within the Skm study area.
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Table 3: Solar farms with CCTV within Skm of Stour Fields Selar Farm

Existing/Cansented

Comment

L8 fTOm

Application Site

Stour Fields salar

Existing salar farm.

13/01139/FUL

Exusting

Lawford,
Manningtree, Essex
COL11 ZNF

Mo CCTV proposed

13/00896/FUL farm, Wix Lodge, Proposed U.Ukm. The
Existing Colchester Road, Development Application Site
Wix oy
Barm Farm, Wix | Pele mounted CCTV
14/00918/FUL Road, Bradfield, | on 3m heaight posts | c. 1.24km north of
Exsting Manmingtree, (CCTVY  at  2.8m the site
011 25P height)
Aldhams Farm,
Dead Lane, €. 5.3km

northwest of the

sife

15/00147/FUL

Existing

Green
(Jakiey Road, Wi,
Essex CO11 25E

Farm,

an

Pole mounted CCTV

24m height

. 1.27km east of

site

20/01384/FUL

Consented

Land south of
Primrose Hall,
Primrose Lane,

Harwich,

Eszex CO12 SNEB

Ramsey,

CCTV (cond 6) pole

mounted on 2.4m

| height posts

c. 1.45km

northeast of site
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PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

Site Description

169,  The site selection and description are within Section 5.4.4 Site Selection & Description of the
LVIA 2013 internal and external images of the site are contained in Figures 5.3 to 5.8 of the
Appendix (5.1) of the LVIA 2013

Description of Proposed Development

1.70: A description .of the existing, operational solar farm is contamed within Section 5.5
Description of Development of the LVIA 2013 It is now proposed tonstall CCTV around the
periphery of the existing salar farm. Briefly, the Proposed Development includes: :

e 48no pole mounted CCTY cameras, on 3m height posts, will be located within the solar
farm, offset 2m from the boundary security fencing. The CCTV layout plan and standard

detail drawings GBSG 30606, GBSG 50-18 and GBSG SD-1D are contained 1n Appendix
3 of the Addendum).

= CCTV posts are fabricated from 100mm steel box section, hot dipped galvanised to 150
14713, {Standard Drawing GBSG SD-1A, Appendix 3 of the Addendum)

171, The Proposed Development has been designed within the confines of the existing solar farm
and within field boundaries, retaining the existing site’s elements, features and agricuitural
land use, which already cpntrihute to the rural character.

172, The proposed 3m height-CCTV posts will extend 0.8m above the existing 2.2m helghtsecurity
fence; will be of the same height as thé existing Client substation (3.0m height) and will be
lower in height than the existing-inverter/transformer units (3.45m height}, and Distribution
Network Operator substation {3.945m height).

1.73. Operational Solar Farms with pole-mounted CCTV within the study area include Barn Farm, c.
1.24km north and Green Farm c. 1.27km east of the Proposed Development. Other elec tricity
. Infrastructure features include double-posted wooden pylons with overhead cables that run

_through the existing-Stour Fislds solac farm in awest toeastalignment, broadly.parallel to the

A120, and wooden telegraph poles that run along Bradfield Road and lanes in the lccal area

1.74.  Once operatignal, the proposed pole-mountad CCTV will be located along the site bo undary
of the existing solar farm on agricultural lands within the host LCA {NCA 111 Ne rthern Thames
Basin, County LCA E3 Tendring Plain, District LCA 7A Bromiey Heaths). This will directly affect
the landsca pe character of the adjacent fields.
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175. The Approved mitigation measures and landscape management plans, drawing no
C96G6D6_LP_DlrevC Figure 5.2 Landscape Proposal {Discharge of Conditions Application no.
13/01466/DISCON, Tendring District Council), including the retention of the existing
surrounding field hedgerows, trees and shelterbelts, will help contain the Proposed
Development within the local area, hmiting the overall wisibility of the CCTV within the
immediate rural landscape and wil! help to integrate the Proposed Development within the
landscape throughout the operational period and will coninbute to conserving the key
characteristics of the County LCA E3 Tendring Plain and District LCA 74 Bromley Heaths. The
proposed CCTV layout has been incorporated in the amended (re-numbered) landscape
drawing, NEOOOSO2_001I revB LEMP, Figure 5, Appendix 1 of the Addendum.
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APPRAISAL

176,

The potential lantdscape and wisual effects of the Proposed Development on receptors are
assessed below.

Potential Landscape Effects

Landscape Effects on NCA 111 The Northern Thames Basin

Sensitivity

177

The NCA 111 The Northern Thames Basin covers a broad area of land fram the north of
London eastwards to the borough of Colchester and the District of Tendring. Key
characteristics of The NCA 111 The Northern Thames Basin are subject to pressures and
trends for change, these include:

Woodland: woadland management e.g. coppice management, tree planting targeted
within the Community Forests, deer impact on woodland flora and succession of tree
SPECIes 15 an INcreasing pressure.

Hedgerows: Low levels of hedge management, planting and restoration. Localised loss
of hedgerows due to creation of larger fields and loss of elm trees to Dutch elm disease,
Agricultural land use: overall loss of mixed and general cropping and horticulture since
1998, reduction in livestock farms, livestock numbers and decline in cattle numbers
and reduction of grazing intensity. Loss of character of agricultural land due to
inappropriate management of set aside land, redundant traditional barns and other
farm bulldings, in the London Clay lowlands, mineral extraction is replacing some
farmiand

Heathland habitat: Reductions in heathland extent and cuality caused by development
pressure, |ack of active management (including traditioral grazing practices), resulting
in woodland succession, cutting for amenity, recreational pressure, -
Orchards: Decline in orchards,

Heritage sites: Nine sites on the Historic _ETTE... land at risk register, threats to heritage
sites due to need for urban expansion, management of agricultural land

Water and hydrology (Nitrate vulnerable zones): In the Essex area, nitrates affecting
grﬁundwa{er and surface water, with greater effect on groundwater towards the coast
Phosphorus is having an increased impact on the health of river systems in the Essex

part of the NCA,

nedd
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s |nvasive species e.g. Himalayan balsam, floating pennywort, affecting land and nver

systems.

1.78. The sensitivity of landscape receptors in NCA 111 Northern Thames Basin is considered to be
Low to High. Reference Table 5-6: assessment on local landscape and designated landscapes,

LVIA 2013,
Appraisal of construction effects:
1.7%. Durning the temporary Construction phase there will be a notable increase of Construchion

activity occurring around the periphery of the Application Site. The works will have a localised
temporary effect on a small portion of the MCA 111 Northern Thames Basin.

1.0, The Proposed Development will locally alter the character of the NCA 111 Northern Thames
Basin. The scale and magnitude of landscape change is judged to be Medium locally, reducing
to Low/Neghgible beyond . 1km distance from the Application Site boundary. Taking account
of the Low to High sensitity of this landscape and short duration of the construction phase,
there will be a Temporary Major/Moderate adverse to Temporary Minor adverse landscape
effect locally and a Temporary Minor adverse to No Change effect within the NCA 111
Northern Thames Basin as a whole,

Appraisal of operational effects:

18l.  The existing Stour Fields solar farm and the Proposed Development will be partially screened
from view by existing vegetation, shelterbelts, trees, hedgerows and landform, as seen invery
localised combined, successive and sequential views with the timber twin-posted pylons and
cperational Green Farm Solar Farm and Barns Farm Solar Farm, viewed from the A120,
Bradfield Lane and PROW network within the NCA 111 Morthern Thames Basin

182,  The upper part of the CCTV posts will also be seeniocally in combined wviews with the existing
timber twin -posted timber pylons and overhead cables, and timber telegraph poles which are
evident against the skyline in the localarea of the NCA 111 Northern Thanhes Basin, The extent
of wsibility 1s indicated in Photomontages VP1 and VP3 {see Figuras 3a, 3b, 4a, 4b in Appendix
1 of the Addendum.

133,  The Proposed Develepment will locally alter the internal character of the agricultural fields
within the Apphcation Site, Field pattern and landform will remain unaltered. The size/scale
of change is considered to be medium locally ' within around c. 1km of the site.

1.84. Owverall, the magnitude of landscape change for the Northern Thames Basin 15 judeged to be
Medium locally, extending to approximately 1km radius from the Proposed Development,
reducing with distance and as the solar farm's mitigation planting matures. Taking account of
the low to high sensitivity of the landscape this will result in 3 Major/Moderate adverse to
Minor adverse landscape effect experienced locally and a Minor adverse to no change effect
for the Northern Thames Basin as a whole. The degree of landscape effect will reduce locally
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to Moderate/Minor adverse locally by ¢, Year 5 as the proposed mitigation planting matures
helping to further contain and integrate the pole-mounted CCTV within the landscape of the
Application Site.

Appraisal of decommissioning effects:

1,86, Achwities across the Application Site will be similar to those of the Construction Phase. The
disturbed lands will be reinstated to 2 similar agncultural use. A similzr magnitude ef change and degree
of landscape effect 15 anticipated for the decommissiomng phase. This will result in a very localised
Temporary Major/Moderate adverse to Temporary Minor adverse landscape effect locally and 2
Temparary Minor adverse to No Change effect within the NCA 111 Northern Thames Basin as a whole
during decommissioning, '

Post Decommissioning

1.B7. Post decommissioning the mitigation planting which will have matured will be retained
resulting in a localised Minor Beneficial effect.

Potential for Future Cumulative Effects:

1.88. Given the medium magnitude of landscape change predicated across a localised arza of
Northern Thames Basin, and the location of operational Barn Farm 5olar Farm, Green Farm Solar Farm,
and other elements of existing energy infrastructure, the cumulative magnitude of changea for this LCA
will be medium and the cumulative landscape effect will be Major/Moderate adverse to Minor adverse.

Landscape Effects on County LCA E3'Tendring Plain

Sensitivity:

1.85. The Essex and Southend-on-5ea LCA 2003 evaluates the sensitivity of the landscape to types
of development in Table Tendring Plain (E3) Sensitivity Evaluation, page 149 of the LCA. The
sensitivity of Tendring Plain to:

s [ltifities deuéff.rpmem i.e. masts, pylons: Key sensitivities include maoderate to high
Intervisibility; tranquil areas in the northeast and south of the area. The landscape

sensitivity level is Medium,

= large scole 'open uses”; Key sensitivities include: moderate to high intervisibility, simple
large scale field pattern. Possible opportunities to absorb change with restoration of

woodland, hedgerows, heathland. The landscape sensitivity level is Low

1.86. Taking into account the judgements of susceptibility and valug, overall sensitivity 1s judged to

Nnew
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Appraisal of construction effects:

1.37. During the temporary construction phase there will be a notable increase of construction
activity occurring around the periphery of the Application Site, The warks will have a localised
temporary disturbance to a small portion of the rural landscape of Tendring Plain LCA.

1.88.  The Proposed Development will locally alter the character of Tendning Plain. The scale of
change 15 considered to be medium locally up to around ¢. 1km representing a localised
geographical extent

189,  The magnitude of landscape change is judged to be Medium locally, reducing to Low beyond
a distance of around ¢, 1km. Taking account of the medium sensitivity of this landscape and
short duration of the construction phase, there will be a Temporary Moderate adverse
landscape effect locally and a Temporary Minor adverse effect within Tendring Plain as a
whale.

Appraisal of operational effects:

1.80. The existing Stour Fields solar farm and the Proposed Development will be partially screened
from view by existing vegetation, shelterbelts, trees, hedgerows and landform, as seen invery
localised combined, successive and sequential views with the timber twin-posted pylons and
operational Green Farm Solar Farm and Barns Farm Solar Farm, viewed from the A120,
Bradfield Lane and PROW netwaork within the County LCA E3 Tendring Plain

181.  The upper part of the CCTV posts will also be seen locally in combined views with the existing
timber twin-posted timber pylons and overhead cables, and timber telegraph poles which are
evident against the skyline in the local area of the County LCA E3 Tendring Plain. The extent
of visibility 15 indicated in Photomontages VP1 and VP3 (see Figures X¥ and XX in Appendix X
of the Addendum.

1.92. The Proposed Develapment will locally alter the Internal character of the agricultural fields
within the Application Site. Field pattern and landform will remain unaltered. The size/scaie
of change 15 considerad to be medium locally within around c. 1km of the site,

1.93.  Overall, the magnitude of landscape change for the Tendning Plain 15 judged to be Medium
locally, extending to approximately lkm radius from the Proposed Develapment, reducing
with distance and as mitigation planting associatéd with the existing solar farm matures.
Taking account of the medium sensitivity of the landscape this will result in a2 Moderate
adverse landscape effect experienced locally and a Minar adverse effect for the Tendring Plain
as a whole. The degree of landscape effact will reduce locally to Moderate/Minor adverse
locally by ¢. Year 5 as the solar farm's mitigation planting matures helping to further contain
and integrate the pole-mounted CCTV within the landscape of the Application Site.
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Appraisal of decommissioning effects:

1594, Activities across the Application Site will be similar to those of the Construction Phase, The
disturbed lands will be reinstated to a similar agricultural use, A similar magnitude of change
and degree of landdcape effect is anticipated for the decommissioning phase. This will result
In a very localised Temporary Moderate adverse and a Temparary Minor adverse landscape
effect on the Tendring Plain as a whole during decommissioning,

Post Decommissioning

1.05. _' Past r.‘i'ecu:rmmmsmmng the mitigation planting which will have matured will be retained
resulting in 2 localised Minor beneficial effect.

Potential for Future Cumulative Effects:

1.95. Given the medium magnitude of landscape change predicated across a localised area of LCA
E3 Tendnng Plain, and the location of cperational Barn Farm Solar Farm, Green Farm Solar
Farm, and other elements of exsting energy infrastructure, the cumulative magritude of
change for this LCA will be medium and the cumulative landscape effect will be Moderate
adverse,

Landscape Effects on the District LCA 7A Bromley Heaths

Sensitivity:

1.87. Page 133 of the TendringDC LCA describes the sensitivity of the plateau landscape to be
"visually sensitive as a result of its open ond rural charocter ond long views. The remaiming
heaths, village greens, ancient woodlands, hedgerow trees, historic lanes and umimproved
grosslands/roadside verges are the features that ore most sensitive to change. Areas of
particulor sensitivity to built development ore those on'the edge of the ploteou overlooking
the Stour Valley system (84).."

1.598. The landscape recommendations for this LCA are to conserve the rural charactar and historic
slements of the landscape and to enhance woodland cover, hedgerow condition and
heathland character, The guidance includes (specific to this Application):

s "Conserve shefter belts of native species such as ook ond polor, resisting the use of

Leylondii hedges ar plastic sheeting in place of native windbreaks. =

=  Promote monagement of hedgerows as coppice, particularly elm hedges which would
be attacked by Dutch elm disease if left to grluw, with ook ond ash stondards left to form
future timber trees. .

s Particular care should be token in the siting of communication masts ar other vertical

elements — these hove the potential ta be highly visible in this apen londsope. . (and
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from Tendnng LCA volume 2: ‘isolated elements may act as landmark features but
severol can lecd (o o cluttered skyline”)

= Opportunities exist for creation of some innovative landscapes and architecture
provided they fit with the scale of the londscape, utiise local materials ond pleriting
species ...fand fram Tendring LCA volume 2: "The large scale open londscape means-
that particular care must be taken in siting and design. Any new development, even of
single farm buildings hos the potential to be hughly wisibie over long distances

*  Use of full cut-off lights and sensitively designed lighting schemes can reduce the impact
of hght pollution on the rural environment and might skies. _

*  (onserve views to wmpaortant landmarks such es manorial holls ond church towers and

conserve the setting of these features.”

199,  The intervisibility with the District LCA 7A Bromley Heaths within the 2km study area and the
Proposed Development is imited by intervering vegetation, particularly the vegetation
immediately surrounding the proposed development.

1.100. Taking into account the judgements of susceptibility and value from the submutted LVIA, the
overall sensitivity is judged to remain as High.

Appralsal of construction effects:

1.101. During the temporary construction phase there will be a notable increase of construction
activity occurning around the periphery of the Application Site. The works will have a localised
temporary disturbance to a small pertion of the rural landscape of local LCA 7A Bromley
Heaths.

1.102. The Proposed Development will locally alter the character of the District LCA 74 Bromley
Heaths. The scale of change 15 considered to be medium locally up to around ¢ 1km,

1.103. The magnitude of landscape change is considered to be Medium locally, reducing to Low
beyond a distance of around ¢ 1km. Taking account of the medium sensitvaty of this
landscape and short duration of the construction phase, there will be a Temporary Moderate
adverse landscape effect locally and a Temporary Minor adverse effect within the District LCA
74 Bromley Heaths as a whole

Appraisal of operational effects:

1.104. The existing Stour Fields solar farm and the Proposed Development will be partially screened
from view by existing vegetation, shelterbelts, trees, hedgerows and landfarm, as seenin very
loczalised combined, successive and sequential views with the timber twin-posted pylons and
operational Green Farm Solar Farm and Barns Farm Solar Farm, wiewed from the A120,

Bradfield Lane and PROW network within the District LCA 74 Bromley Heaths.
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1.105. The upper part of the CCTV posts will also be seen lecally in combined views with the existing
tirmber twin-posted imber pylons and overhead cables, and timber telegraph poles which are
evident against the skyline in the local area of the Local LCA 7A Bromley Heaths The extent
of visibility is Indicated in Photomontages VP1 and VP3 {see Figures 3a, 3b, 4a 4b in Appendix
1 of the Addendum.

1.106. The Proposed Development will locally alter the internal character of the agncultural fields
within the Application Site. Field pattern and landform will remain unaltered. The size/scale
of change is considered to be medium locally within around c. 1km of the site

1.107.  Overall, the magmitude of landscape change for the Distnct LCA Bromley Heaths s judged to
be Medium locally, extending to approximately 1km radius from the Proposed Develogment,
reducing with distance and as mitigation planting matures. Taking account of the medium
sensitivity of the landscape this will result in a Moderate adverse landscape effect
expenenced locally and a Minor adverse effect for the LCA Bromley Heaths as a whole The

. degree of landscape effect will reduce locally to Moderate/Minar adverse locally by c. Year 5
as the proposed mitigation planting matures helping to further contain and integrate the
pole-mounted CCTV within the landscape of the Application Site.

Appraisal of decommissioning effects:

1.108. Activities-across the Application Site will be similar to those of the Construction Phase. The
disturbed lands will be reinstated to a similar agricultural use. A similar magnitude of change
and degree of landscape effact is anticipatad for the decommissioning phase. This will result
in a very localised Temporary Moderate adverse and a Temporary Minor adverse landscape
effect on the District LCA Bromley Heaths as a whole during decommissioning.

Post Decommissioning

1.108.  Post decommissioning the mitigation planting which will have matured will be retained
resulting In a localised Minor beneficial effect.

Potential for Future Cumulative Effects:

1.1:0. Gwen the medium magnitude of landscape change predicated across 2 localised area of
District LCA 74 Bromley Heaths, and the location of operational Barn Farm Solar Farm, Green
Farm 5olar Farm, and other elements of existing energy infrastructure; the cumulative
magnitude of change for this LCA will be medium and the cumulative landscape effect will be
Moderate adverse.

Nnew
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Landscape Effects on District LCA 6A Stour Valley Systemn
Sensitivity

1.121.  The sensitivity of the LCA 6A Stour Valley Systems is described as: "The valley sides are highly
sensitive to visual change because they form an important rural setting to the open waters of
the Stour Estuery and are wisible from the Suffolk Coast and Heaths AONB as well as from craft
on the open woter. The valley sides northwest of Lawford form part of the Dedham Vole AONS
The ancient woodlands, stregmside vegetation, historic lanes and landmark historic buildings
are particularly sensitive to change.” The landscape management strategy is to conserve the
wooded setting of the Stour Estuary.

1122, The landscape recommendations for this LCA are to conserve the wooded setting to the Stour
Estuary with 1ts histonc ports, ancent woodlands, rural fanes and low density rural
settlement. The management guidance includes (specific to this Application):

s “Conserve the ecological structure and landscape character of woodlonds by
reintroduction of traditional management techniques such as coppicing.

* Conserve the rural character of the lones and minor roods, such as the 81352 ond the
hstoric lanes. Resist rood improvements thot would threaten this character.

* [nsure built development does not intrude onto the highly sensitive crests of slopes

where it would be conspicuious on the skyline or restrict important views.”

11i3.  The intervisibility with the LCA 6A Stour Valley Systerms within the 2km study area and the
proposed development is limited by intervening landform and vegetation, including the
vegetation immed ately surrounding the proposed development,

1124, Taking nto account the judgements of susceptibility and value from the submitted LVIA, the
overall sensitivity is judged to remain as High. '

Appraisal of construction effects:

1.125. During the temporary construction phase there is likely to be an increase in construction
tratfic on local roads, and visible construction activity accurring around the periphery of the
Application Site. The works will have a localised temporary disturbance to a small portion of
the rural landscape of the District LCA BA Stour Valley Systems.

11i6. The Proposed Development will locally alter the character of the LCA 64 Stour Vailey Systems.
The scale and magritude of change is considered to be low locally, reducing ro negligible
beyond a distance of around c. 1km from the site boundary.

L117. Taking account of the high sensitivity of this landscape and short duration of the construction
phase, there will be a Temporary Moderate/Minor adverse landscape effect locally and a No

Change effect within the LCA 6A Stour Valley Systems as 3 whole.
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Appralsal of operational effects:

1.1i8. The Proposed Development has been designed within the confines of the existing solar farm
and within field boundaries, retaining the existing site’s elements, features and agncyltura
land use, which alraady contnbute to the rural character.

1119, The Proposed Development will locally alter the character of the LCA 64 Stour Valley Systems.
The scale and magnitude of changs 15 considered to be low locally, reducing to neghgible
beyond a distance of around c. 1km from the site boundary,

1120, The existing Staur Fields solar farm and the Proposed Development will be partially screenad
from view by intervening landfarm, vegetation, and bulldings from within the LCA 6A Stour
Vailey Systems, '

1121, Overall the magnitude of landscape change for the LCA 64 Stour Valley Systems s judged to
be Low locally, {within 1km) reducing to Negligible with distance from the Proposed
Development, ant as the solar farm’s mitigation plantng matures Taking account of the high
sensitivity of the landscape this will result in a Moderate/Minor adverse landscape effect
experienced locally and No Change effect for the LCA 6A Stour vallgly Systems as a whole The
degree of landscape effect will reduce to Minor adverse locally by ¢. Year 5 as the existing
mitigation planting (assocciated with the solar farm) matures further, helging to further
contain and integrate the pole-mounted CCTV within the landscape of the Apphcation Site.

Appraisal of decommissioning effects:

1.122.  Activities across the Application Site wili be similar to those of the Construction Phase, The
disturbed lands will be reinstated to a similar agnicultural use. A simifar magnitude of change
and degree of landscape effect is anticipated for the decommissioning phase. This will result
in a very localised Temporary Minor adverse and a No Change landscape effect on the LCA BA
Stour Valley Systems as a whole dunng decommissioning,

Post Decommissioning

1.123, Post decommissioning the mitigation planting which will have matured will be retained
resulting in a localised Minor beneficial effect and a No Change |andscape effect on the LCA
64 Stour Valley Systems as a whole,

‘Landscape Effectson District'LCA 8A Tendringand WixClayPlateau——— ——

Sensitivity

1.124. The sensitivity of the LCA Is described as: “the londscope is visuglly sensitive os o result of its
open ond rural choracter and lang views — here the inapproprigte siting or location of any
development stuch os a form building or toll structures hos the potentiol to have a high visual
impact. However the woodlonds and gently undulating topography provide some
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opportunities to integrate development. Areas of particuiar sensitnvity to built development
are those on the edge of the plategu towards the Homford Coastal Slopes (34) and overlooking
the Stour Valley System {(64), the Holland Valley system (600 and Ramsey Valley System (6€}."
The landscape management strategy for the LCA “should be to conserve the rural character
and settlement pattern and to enhance the condition of woodlands and hedgerows.” Guidance
relevant to this Proposed Development includes;

= (onserve hedgerows os importont wifdlife hobitots ond landscape features and
promote management of hedgerows as coppice, with ook stondards left to form future
timber trees. Consider opportunities for reinstatement of hedges, particularly where
they have been fost fraom highly visible lacations.

®  Particuigr care should be taken in the siting of communication mosts or other verticol
efements — these have the potential to be hughly visible in this apen landscape. This also
applhes for iarge Scale rural buildings e.g. for agriculture.

*  Useof full cut-off ights and sensitively designed lighting schemes con reduce the impact
of ight pollution on mght skies. {ond from LCA Volume 2: "Visual impact and the effects
of light pollution on night skies are important consideration in this rural area.”

®  Maintain views$ b0, and the settings of, important landmarks such as church towers and

spires.”

1125,  The intervisibility with the LCA BA Tendring and Wix Clay Plateau within the 2km study area
and the proposed development is limited by intervening fandform, vegetation and buildings,
including the vegetation immediately surrounding the existing solar farm and Proposed
Development.

3

1126. Taking into account the judgements of susceptibility and value from the submitted LVIA, the
overail sensitivity 1s judged to remain as Medium.

Appraisal of construction effects:

L127. During the temporary construction phase thare is likely to be an increase in construction
traffic on the A120 and local roads, and visible construction activity occurring around the
periphery of the Applcation Site. The works will have a localised temporary disturbance to a
small partion of the'rural landscape of the District LCA 8A Tendring and Wix Clay Plateau,

1.128. The Proposed Development will locally alter the character of the LCA 84 Tendring and Wix
{lay Plateau. The scale and magnitude of change 15 considered to be medium to low locally,
reducing to low beyond a distance of around c. 1km from the site boundary,

1.122. Taking account of the medium sensitivity of this landscape and short duration of the
construction phase, there wil be a Temporary Moderate adverse to Temporary Minor
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adverse landscape effect lacally and a No Change effect within the LCA 84 Tendring and Wix
Clay Plateau as a whale. :

Appraisal of operational effects:

1.130. The Proposed Development will I{}célw alter the character of the LCA BA Tendning and Wix
Clay Plateau. The scale and magnitude of change 1s considered to be medium to low locally,
reducing to low beyond a distance of around ¢ 1km from the site boundary,

1.131. Theexisting Stour Fields solar farm and the Proposed Development will be partially screened
fram view by intervaning landform, vegetation, and buildings from within the LCA 8A Tendring
and Wix Clay Plateau.

1.132. Overall the magnitude of landscape change for LcA 8A Tendring and Wix Clay Plateau is
judged to be Medium to low locally, {within 1km) reducing to Low with distance from the
Proposed Development, and as the solar farm’s mitigation planting matures. Taking account
of the medium sensitivity of the landscape this will result in a Moderate/Minar adverse to
Minor adverse landscape effect expenenced locally and No Change effect for the LCA 84
Tendring and Wix Clay Plateau as a whole. The degree of landscape effect will reduce ta Minor
adverse locally by ¢. Year 5 as the existing mitigation planting (associated with the solar farm}
matures further, helping to further contain and integrate the pole-mounted CCTV within the
landscape of the Application Site.

Appraisal of decommissioning effects:

1.133. Activities across the Application Site will be similar to those of the Construction Phase, The
" disturbed lands will be reinstated to a similar agricultural use. A similar magnitude of change
and degree of landscape effect.is anticipated for the decommissioning phase. This will result
in a very localised Temporary Moderate adverse and a Temporary Minor adverse landscape
effect on the LCA BA Tendring and Wix Clay Plateau as a whole during decommissioning.

Post Decommissioning
1.134. Post decommissioning the mitigation: planting which will have matured will be retained

resulting in a localised Minor beneficial effect and a No Change landscape effect on the LCA
BA Tendring and Wix Clay Plateau as a whaole,

Visual effects
1.135. The LVIA 7013 states: "The following section considers the potential impact of the proposed
" development duning its operation on the visual omenity of the areg and various receptors The
extent of views of the proposed development will be influenced by the height of the panels
topography of the site ond surrounding lands, vegetaotion includidg hedgerows, individual trees

and woodlands and also bullt structures.”

ENVIRONMENTAL



Stour Fields Solar Farm Page 44 of 62

1,136,

A ZTV was producea to 5km out from the site and used to aid in the selection of suitable
viewpoints. It was found that many of the potentiol wewpoints selected during the desktop
analysis were in fact screened by various londscape features and elements. During the site visit
it wos found thot the visibelity of the proposed develogment will largely be retoined within
1.5km of the site bourdary. The views from each viewpaint ore lighlighted in the photographs
included in the appendix”. Extracts from LVIA 2013, section 5.6.4 Visual Assessment

Viewpoint Locations and Phetomontages

1137

The LVIA 2013 identfied 5 wewpoints, selected "to determine the solar formt's potentiol
visibulity from various receptors found across the study area and how sensitive they are to
change..” quote from Section 5.4.5 Visual Baseline of the LVIA 2013. Photomontages and
assessment of the Proposed Development from VP1 and VP3 have been reguested by
Tendring Borough Ceuncll. Photomontages of VP1 and WP3 are illustrated in Appendix 1,
Figures 3a, 3b, 4a, 4bof this Addendum

Duration of effects

1138.

All construction and decommissioning visual effects are considered to be short term,
temporary and reversible, All operational visual effects are considered to be long term and

reversible.

Visual effects on Appraisal viewpoints

1.139.

The appraisal of visual effects from the five viewpoints selected to represent views aof the
Proposed Development are set out in Table 3 below {This tabie is based upon Table 5.7 of the
LViA 2013.)

Table 3: Assessment on viewpoints, views of Proposed Development (CCTV and 3m height posts)

Viewpoint

reference and

sitivity of _ Significance of
location from : Magnitude of Change 2
Heceptors
roposed
ar farm
VPl High to Low. Low, Cunsbruion perod
Temporary
Junction of Residents Looking west across the ops :
aradfield : r IJd Ir B et r)r L1 ”]"’” Moderate/Minor
Bradfiel near this ield towards the Proposes
== S “t_ Sl : e . Adverse to
Road with ungtion, evelppment and existing solar ; :
i L : f g Temporary Minar
Spinnel’s walkers, farm, potential views will be Adverse
Lane, by the cyclists (all partially screened by the
public High). mature trees, bramble and Operational:
bench maturing hedgerow (planted as i
Road users a mitigation measure 1‘ the : Moo M
i et LI e = AL H
658m NEof | (Low) L SR Adverse to Minor
the A UNE Folaniary) , Adverse
development) along the site’s
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Application boundaries. The upper parts of | Decommissioning:
Site some proposed CCTV posts will Temporary
be visible above the vegetation | pdoderate /Minor
or through gaps n it Adverse to
See VP1 Photomontage Year | [emporary Minor
0 and Year 5, Appendix 1, Adverse
Figure 3a, 3b of this Poist it
Addendum. decommissioning:
Some potential views from Minor Beneficial
established houses will be
further screened by front
garden hedges.
Recantly planted roadside traes
cn Bradfield Road near this
junction will, as they mature,
partially screen views of tre
proposed development from
houses,
A number of houses on
Bradfield Road will have upper
floor views looking above and
beyond these fiald boundzries. 1
Careful selection of matenals
will contribute to reducing the
visual prominence of the
Proposed Development while
existing mitigation measures
associated with the solar farm
will provide screening
VP2 High: Medium ta Low Construction:
Public PROW users | The tall line of hedgerows and I:;Fg;ﬁgdﬂm
Footpath e.g. walkers, trees helps to screen much of £
dlong lane off | Residents of | the solar farm and Proposed Termporory
the A120 Wix Lodge Development from views on Moderate/Minor
towards Wix {associated this path. Some of the s
Lodge with the Proposed Development will be
application) visible at the site entrance gate | Operational
Sm Sf“f ]:he e.g. two CCTV posts and Major/Moderate
L securlty keypad, Pactof the | Adverseto
STE Application Site will be visible Moderate/Minor
above planted gaps in the Adverse
hedge (until existing mitigation
hedgerow infill planting has DL S
matured)] and at the gate Temporary
entrances and at the end of the Major/Maderate
treeline opposite Wix Lodge Adverse to
Temporary
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and farm buildings where the Noderate/Minor
hedge s lower, Adverse
Further along the lane to Dairy | Post-
House potential views are decormmissioning:
similarkyscreened by a Moderate/Minor
continuous line of hedgerow. Beneficial
Careful selection of materials
will contribute Lo reducing the
visual prominence of the
Proposed Development while
existing mitigation measures
associated with the solar farm
will provide screening
VP3 High: Medium: Construction;
Public Receptors The open fields from Bradfeld I:;gni’rﬁigdemte
Footpathne | include Dairy | Road up to the caravan site Adverse
5 Wix on House allow for clear views of the
private lane residents Proposed Development and the | Operotional:
to Dairy and wvisitors existing solar farm. Views from | Major/Moderate
House to the the caravan site are largely Adverse
Guest guesthouse, | screened by the adjoining )
house, off caravan site | hedge but with some small Decommissioning:
Bradfield and walkers. | gapsinit. Views from the Ten?pamw
Road house are imited to upper floor Mojor/Moderate
S VIEWS 35 iL5 hﬁundam. hedge Adverse
ot:the screens other potential views. Post
Apphcation See VP3 Photomontage Year AECOnNASIOning:
Site 0 and Year 5, Appendix 1, WRdarasosncie:
Figure 4a, 4b of this
Addendum.
Careful selection of materials
will contribute to reducing the
visual prominence of the
Proposed Development while
existing rmitigation measures
associated with the solar farm
will provide screening
VE4 Low-High! MNone: Construction: Na
Cansay Lang, Receptors Looking across the fields in the Charwe
on the edge include direction of Dairy House, Operational: No
of Bradfieid residents potential views of the Proposed | Change
= and road Development and existing solar
Hsgionaly users farm are screened by the Decommissioning.
designated No Change

hedgerows and single trees
found along the field edges of
the intervening farmland,
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| Protected
Lanet?))

1.5km NW of
the
Application
Site

Existing vegetation and |
mitigation measures associated
with the solar farm will provide
SCrEETHNE

Post-
decommissioning:
No Change

VPS5

Cansey Lang
by Lipstone
House

(Regionally
designated
Protected
Lane}

860m 5W of
tha
Application
Site

Low-High

Receptors
Include twa
residential
properties
and local
road Users

MNane

Views from the rear of
properties are blocked by thei
boundary hedges. Views from
the lane are similarly blocked
by the line of hedgerows
running along the solar farm’s
western boundary and adjacent
fields.

Existing vegetation and _
mitigation measures associated
with'the solar farm will provide
SCreening

]
1

Construction: No
Change

Operational No
Change

Decommissioning.
No Change

Post-
decammissiomng.
No Change

Settlements and individual residential properties:

1.120.  The LVIA states: “The ZTV shows that the proposed solar farm will be potentially visible from
o number of settlements within 5kmof the site. Potential views will be affected by other nearby
buildings, vegetation within the grounds of properties and along intervening field boundories
os well os distance from the site.” Extract from LVIA 2013 Section 5.6.4.2 Settlements. Theza
were assessed in Table 5-8 of the LVIA. The assessment of the Proposzed Development of CCTV
and 3m posts is based on this table, which has been reproduced and amended to account for

the Proposed Development here:

Table 4: Asseszment of Settlements, Clusters and lsolatad Residential Propertles

Significance of

Settlement, Magnitu

Impact

A number of High Na Change to Low: Construction |
TSINgIE farm i Tempora
: JI' ¥ Potential views from fkdt .
dwellings and : P Moderate/Minor
sattlements of properties within Wix to the Aharee i No
south are screened oy their
boundary vegetation and the Change

4 g - i E i - + T T 1
Essex County Council December 2015} Tendring District: Protected Lones Assessment — This study forms
supporting infarmation to County level and District level Planning Policies to protect historic lanes across the

County. Cansey Lane, Bradfiald Heath is a Protected Lane,
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Wix; 241m south
and 475m west,

Bradfield;
1.62km
naorthwest, and

Stones Green;
Zkm southeast

dense line of trees along the
Wix Bypass that buffers Wix
from the A120,

Potential views from Wix east
of the site are largely
screenad by existing hedges,
trees and other vegetation
along house boundaries and
surrounding the existing solar
farm. There are a small
number of properties on
Bradfield Road with ground
floor and/or upper floor
vigws, Views will also be
softened and partially
screened by recently planted
trees along Bradfield Road as
they mature.

Fram Bradfield, views will be
largely screened by the
vegetation, hedges and trees
found to the rear of thaze
properties and intervening
field boundaries ncluding
along Daryhouse Lane, There
will be a handiul of properties
with upper floor distant views
towards the existing solar
farm and Proposed
Development,

Views from Stane Green
{south of Wix) will be fully
screened by hedgerows found
alang the roadside and
surrounding farmland.

The relately flat topography
together with the presence of
hedgerows, trees and
buildings helps to screen
many potential views of the
Proposad Development from
the surrounding settlements.

Careful design and selection
of matenals will contnbute to
minimising any visual
prominence of the Proposed
Development while existing
vegetation and hedgerow
planting mitigation measuras

Operotional

Moderate/Minor
Adverse to No
Change

Decommissioning:
Temporary
Moderate/Minor
Adverse to No
Change

Post-
decommissioning:
Minor Beneficial
to No Change
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associated with the solar farm
will provide screening.

See also VP1 and other
references to housing in Table
3 above.

2 to Skm

Settlements of:
Tendering Green,
Z.6km

southwest,

Horsley Cross:
2.6Em west,

Goose Green;
3.3km
southwest,
Wrabness;
3.47km
northeast,
Beaumount;
3.7km southeast,

Great Oakley;
3.7km southeast,

Mistley; 3.8km
northwest and,

Tendering,
4.16km south

Mo Change

Thera will be nochange to
the existing viaws from other
settlements beyond 2km o
the site. As potential views
are fully screened by existing
vegatatipn and buildings
found within the intervening
landscape.

f

Construction: No
Change

Operational No
Change {

Decommissioning
No Chonge

Post-
G'EECIrT?fF'JJSS'Jﬂﬂ,'!!g.'
No Change

Highways, Public rights of way, national cycle and footpath routes:

1.121.

“The ZTV shows the solar farm being potentially visible along a number of ditferent routes.

The potential wisual impact along these routes will be Influenced by the presence of

vegetation and buildings within the surrounding landscape, as well as the speed and direction

Table §: Assessment of routes and paths {taken from Table 5-8 LVIA 2013 page 29}

Distance

£k

Magnitude of Change
E [

of travel.” Section{unnumbered): tourist and main routes sequential impacts. LVIA 2013

Significar

None-Low

The solar farm will be largely screened by
vegetation along this route and within the
surrounding farmland, Theére will be some views
directly southeast of the site where the short,

Impact
Construction:
Ne Change o
Temporary Minor
Adverse
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lower section of the site’s boundary hedge
allows views into the site from the road.
However, such views will be glimpses and very
brief.

Limited filtered views and glimpsas of the
Proposed Development and existing solar farm
will be anticipated during winter months
following leaf fall.

Careful selection of materials will contribute to
reducing the visual prominence of the Proposed
Development  while  existing  mitigation
megsures assocated with the solar farm will
provide screeming

Cpergtional: No
Change to Minor
Adverse

Decommuissioning:
No Change to
Temporary Minor
Adverse

Post-

decommissioming:
Na Change to
Minor Beneficial

81035 None: Construction: No
The mature hedgerows and lines of trees found | Change
along the intervening field boundaries screen all | Operational:  No
views towards the selar farm. Change
Decommissioning:
No Change
Post-
decommissioning:
No Change
B1352 Mone: Canstruction: No
The mature hedgerows and lines of trees found | Change
along the intervening field boundaries screen all | Operononol:  No
views towards the solar farm. Change
Decommissioming:
Ne Change
Post-
decommuissioming:
No Change
Local Routes
Heath Road, MNone — Low: Construction; No
Wix Road These local roads are found within the vicinity Change to

Bradfield Road,
Colchester Road,
Cansey Lane,

of the proposed solar farm. Potential views of

the solar farm are well screened by hedgerows
and trees found along the site and intervening
field boundaries

The development will be wisible along two shart
sections of Bradfield Road. Both views will be
looking across the adjeining open farmland into
the site from the bend by Wix Abbey, Wix and
the entrance to Dairy House Farm.

Limited filtered views of the Proposed
Development and existing solar farm will be
anticipated during winter months following leaf
fall,

Temporary Minor
Adverse

Operational:  No
Change to Minor
Adverse
Decommissioning:
Mo Change to
Temporary Minor
Adverse

Fost-
decammissioning;
No Change to
Minor Beneficial
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Careful selection of maternials will contribute to
reducing the visual prominence of the Proposed
Development while existing tree and hedgerow
planting mitigation measures associated with
the sotar farm will provide screening

Other local | Mone: Construction: Mo

routes Potential views from other minor local roads are | Change

screened by intervening  vegetation and | Operational:  No
buildings, Change

Careful selection of materials will contribute to | Decommissioning:
reducing the visual prominence of the Proposad | No Change
Development while existing tree and hedgerow | puep.

planting mitigation measures associated with | g ommiceinning:
the solar farm will provide screening No Charge ’

PROW, National and Regional Trails

National Cycle | None: Construction: No
Routes No.51

Alang this route potential views will be screened | Change

by roadside hedgerows, field hedgerows and | Operafiocnal:  No
changes in the local topography., Change
Decommissiomng:
No Change

Past-
decommissioning:
No Charge
Construction: No
Change

MNone: Operational No

The solar farm site will not be visible from this Change
route due to vanations in the local topography

Essex Way Trail :
and screening provided by both vegetation and

Decomrmissioning

buildings found across the surrounding AL
landscape. Post-
decommissioning:
No Change
Local Metwork of | None-High: Construction; No
Public Footpaths | the majority of potential views of the Proposec | Change to Major
& Bridieways Development travelling along these PROWS will | Adverse
be screened by the field hedgerows found Operationa:  No
across the surrounding lands, Change to Major
= | e Proposed Development will be partially | -Adverse—————
visible from the footpaths which are found Decommissioning:
within the surrounding farmiand. This includes No Change to
Public Footpaths running off Bradfield Road, Major Adverse
Colchester Road and A120, including; Public Post-
Footpaths no 25 Wix, no 34 Wix, no S Wix Bino decommissioning: -
289 Wix. No Change to

Minor Beneficial
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Careful selection of materials will contribute to
reducing the visual prominence of the
Proposed Development, Existing tree and
hedgzrow planting mitigation measures
associated with the solar farm provide partial
screening which will increase to screening as
the hedgerows and trees mature throughout
the operational and decommissioning pariods
and limited filtered views of the Proposed
Development and existing solar farm will be
antiopated duning winter months following leaf
fall.

The impact of these potential views on users
‘will be greatest from gaps in the hedgerows,
lengths of low hedgerow or looking across open
farmiand.
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MITIGATION MEASURES

1.142. Exsting hedgerow and tree planting mitigation measures associated with the existing solar
farm will provide screening of the Proposed Development. See Figures 3a+b and da + b
Appendix 1 of this Addendum

11£3. The CCTV posts are designed to be |ow in height, at the same height and lower than existing
sub-stations at the solar farm and no more than 800mm mgher than the security fencing that
bounds the existing solar farm, In addition, the careful choice of materials and fimish will
minimise the visual prominence of the proposed CCTV and posts such that they appear less
noticeable 1n the landscape where they are able to be =een above existing and matunng

vegetation or through gaps invegetation, including views possible after leaf-fall during winter.

RESIDUAL EFFECTS

1124, The tops of some CCTV posts will ramain visible above existing hedgerows and above the
planted hedgerow mitigation measures of the solar farm. And there will be limited visibility
of the CCTV posts through jntervening vegetatinn, trees and hedgerows in winter following
leaf fall, CCTV posts and keypads at the site entrance will be visible from the nearby public
footpath throughout the lifetime of the Proposed Develnpment.

CUMULATIVE EFFECTS

Potential for Future Cumulative Effects:

11£5. A search of the Tendring District Council, Colchester District Council and Barbergh Oistrice
Councils” planning portals found these current existing and consented solar farms within the
Skm study area. There are no current proposals, reguests far scoping opimons, or pre-

application consultations for ground mounted solar farms within the Skm study area,

Table 3: Solar farms with CCTV within Skm of Stour Fialds Solar Farm

Application Site

Stour Fieldssolar | .
Existing solar farm.

13/0089€/FUL farm, Wix Lodge : 0.0km. The
= i This Proposed ]
Existing !5 Colchester Road, Application Site
: Development.
; | wix |
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Barn Farm, Wix | Paole mounted CCTV ]
14/00918/FUL Road, Bradfield, | on 3m height posts | c. 1.24km north of
Existing Manningtres, {CCTV  at 2.8m the site

CO1125P height)

Aldhams Farm,
13/01139/FUL Dead Lane, c. 5.3km

_ Lawford, Mo CCTV proposed. northwest of the
Existing ; L
Manningtree, Essex Site
CO11 2NF
Farm, | Pol
15/00147/FUL Green arm ole mounted CCTV .77 Bt of
: Oakley Road. Wix, | on  24m  height ar
e
Existing Essex CO11 2SE posts.

land south of
20/01384/FUL s e (LT riesie 6] pale ¢. 1.45km

Primrose Lane, | mounted on 2.4m ot af i

northeast of site
Lonsented Ramsey, Harwich, | height posts!
Essex 0012 5NB

1145, The design, materials and proposed height of the CCTV posts relative to the height and detail
of the 2xisting solar farm fencing and mfrastructure means that they will be well integrated
with the ewisting solar farm. As the CCTV posts are of 3m height, the intervening landform,
vegetation including mitigation planting associated with the existing solar farm, and bulldings
found within the landscape will mean that cumulatve landscape or visual impacts will be

equivaent of that of the axisting solar farm.

1147, Magnitude of Change: Medium (Construction); Medium ({Operational):

{Decommissioning) and Negligible [Post-Decommissioning).

Medium

1148, Degree of Visual Effect on transient receptors (A120 and minor roads): Temporary Moderate
adverse {Construction); Minor adverse (Operational Year 0) reducing to Minor/No change
(Operational Year 5) as the mitigation boundary planting matures; Temporary
Moderate/Minor adverse (Decommissioning); No Change to Minor beneficial (Post

Decommussioning).
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

118,

1.150.

1.151.

12153

1:153:

This Landscape Addendum prowvides supplementary nformation associated with the
Landscape and Visual Impact Appraisal (LV|A) produced in August 2013 as part of the planning
application (Tendring District Council ref no: 13/00895/FUL) for a proposed solar farm
development and assoclated infrastructure at lands at Wix Lodge, Bradheld, Essex, CO11 25R
€. 300m northwest of the willage of Wix, The Landscape Addendum has been provided in
response to a pre-application consultation with Tendring District Council, regarding the
proposed installation of CCTV at the existing solar farm.

Tendring District Council.requested a Landscape Addendum of the LVIA {August 2013) and
agreed the provision of 2 photomontages of the proposed CCTV, for viewpaints VP1 and VP3
of the list of 5 external viewpoints that were assessed in the 2013 LVIA.

Following a document search and review of the Planning Applicatioh 13/00826/FUL, it was
noted that the Delegated Decision Officers Repyrt dated 14 hovember 2013 made comments
regarding an omission in the submitted LVIA, “The applicant has also submitted a Landscape
Visuol Impact Assessment (LVIA) in order to shaw the likely impact and effects of the solar
farm development upon the existing landscape chararter and landscape element such as
landform, vegetaotign and visual amenity.” and, "Section 5.4.2 entitled Londscope Choracter
makes reference tg both Nationaf and County Londscope Character Assessment (LCA) but does
not refer to the Tendring District Counril LCA. The LWIA should take account of this document.”
This Addendum addresses this omission and is supported by additional Figures: Figure 1.1
Essex and Southend-on-Sea Landscape Character Areas and Figure 1.2 Tendring District
Council Landscape Character Areas. See Figure 1.1 and Figure 1.2, Appendix 1 of the
Addendum. i

The Application Site is within the National Character Area (NCA) 111 The Northern Thames
Basin. The key characteristics of this NCA are described in paragraph 5.4.4.1 of the LV1A 2013
and the NCA was assessed. At a county level, the Essex and Southend on Sea LCA, the
Application Site js within LCT E London Clay Landm:abe&, and LCA E3 The Tendring Plain. The
key characteristics of LCA E3 The Tendring Plain are described in paragraph 5.4.4.2 of the LVIA
2013, Note: the assessed LCA E3 was erroneously titled ‘Tendering Foothills’ The effects of
the solar farm on NCA 111 The Northern Thames Basin and the County LCA E3 The Tendring
Plain were assessed in Table 5-6 of the LVIA 2013. At a District level, the Application Site is
within LCA 7A Bromley Heaths. This.has been assessed in this Addendum,

Within the Skm radius ZTV study areas are county-wide (Essex and Southend-on-Sea LCA)
Landscape Character Areas: LCA E2 South Colchester Farmlands, E3 The Tendring Plain, E4
North Coichester Farmlands, F5 North Blackwater & Colne Coastal Farmlands, F8 Hamford
Water, F9 Stour Estuary Slopes, and F10 Stour Estuary and a small area of LCA C8 Stour Valley.
These are illustrated in this report, Appendix 1; Figure 1.1,
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1154, ‘Withun the Skm ZTV study area are the District (Tendring District Landscape Character
Assessment 2001) Landscape Character Areas {LCA): LCA 7A Bromley Heaths, LCA 6A Stour
Valleys, LCA BA Tendring and Wix Clay Plateau, LCA 6E Ramsey ‘u:’aliev System, LCA 44 The
Oakley Ridee, LCA 3A Hamford Coastal Slopes, and small areas of LCA 2D Hamford Drained
Marshes and Islands, LCA 1E Stour Estuary Marshes, LCASC Cattawede Marshes, LCA 8B
Clacton and the Sokens Clay Plateau and LCA 7B St Osyth / Great Bentley Heaths,

1.155. Ouring field surveys, it was noted that intervisibility of the Application Site was limited to
around 1 5km. Therefore, a 2km radius has been adopted for the consideration of potential
landscape receptors and appraisal of landscape effects and identification of the LCA which
require appraisal.

1.156. A cumulative search of similar applications was completed in 2013 of Tendring, Colchester
and Barbergh District Council’s online planning registry of existing, approved and proposed
solar farm developments within Skm of the proposed solar farm {see paragraph 5.10 of the
LYIA 2013. Using this search as the basis, another search will be undertaken to identify which
o these solar farms has CCTV facilities. In addition, the search will be updated to include
gxisting, approved and proposed solar farms and CCTV provision within the Skm ZTV study
area,

1157, In 2013, there were no existing, approved or proposed solar farms within Skm of the
boundaries of Stour Fields solar farm. The nearest solar farm was a Consented 13MW solar
farm at lands north of Frowick Lane, 5t Osyth (ref. 13/00360/FUL) c. 8.5km southeast of the
Stour Fields solar farm. A search of the Tendring, Colchester and Barbergh District Councils’
pianning portals found these existing and consented solar farms within the Skm study area.
There are no current proposals, requests for scoping opimions, or pre-application
consultations for ground mounted solar farms within the Skm study area.

1.158. Al construction and decommissioning visual effects are considered to be short term,
temporary and reversible. All operational visual effects are considered to be long term and
reversible,

1.152. The design, matenals and proposed height of the CCTV posts relative to the height and detall
of the existing solar farm fencing and infrastructure means that they will be well integrated
with the existing solar farm. As the CCTV posts are of 3m height, the intervening landform,
vegetation including mitigation planting associated with the existing solar farm, and bulldings
found within the landscape wil mean that cumulative landscape or visual impacts will be
equivalent of that of the existing solar farm.

1160. The Proposed Development will locally alter the character of the NCA 111 Norsthern Thames
Basin. The scale and magnitude of landscape change is judged to be Medium locally, reducing
to Low/MNeghgible beyond c. 1km distance from the Apglication Site boundary and as the solar
farm’s mitigation planting matures. Taking account of the Low to High sensitivity of this
landscape and short duration of the construction phase, there will be a Temporary
Major/Moderate adverse to Temporary Minor adverse |andscape effect locally and a
Temporary Minor adverse to No Change effect within the NCA 111 Northern Thames Basin as

new

ENVIRONMENTAL



Stour Fields Solar Farm Page 57 of 62

a whole Taking account of the medium sensitivity of the |andscape this will result in a
Major/Moderate adverse to Minor adverse landscape effect experienced locally and a Minor
adverse to No Change effect for the Northern Thames Basin as a whoie. The degree of
landscape effect will reduce locally to Moderate/Minor adverse locally by c. Year 5 as the
proposed mitigation planting matures helping to further contain and integrate the pole-
mounted CCTV within the landscape of the Application Site. During decommissioning, the
disturbed lands will be reinstated to similar agricultural use. A similar magnituﬁe of change
and degree of landscape effect Is anticipated for the decommissioning phase. This will result
in 2 very localised Temporary Major/Moderate adverse to Temporary Minor adverse
|andscape effect locally and a Temporary Minor adverse 1o No Change effect within the NCA
111 Morthern Thames Basin as a2 whole during decommissioning. Post decommissioning the
mitigation planting which will have matured will be retained resditing in a localised Minor
Beneficial effect.

1.161. The Proposed Development will locally alter the character of County LCA E3 Tendring Plain.
The scale of change is considered to be medium locally up to around c. 1km representing a
localised geographical extent. The magnitude of {andscape change is judged to be Medium
locally, reducing to Low beyond a distance of around.c. 1km. Taking account of the medium
sensitivity of this landscape and short duration of the construction phase, there will be a
Temporary Moderate adverse landscape effect locally and a Temporary Minor adverse sffect
within Tendring Plain as a whole. The degree of landscape effect will reduce locally to
Moderate/Minor adverse locally by ¢. Year 5 as the solar farm’s mitigation planting matures
helping to further contain and integrate the pole-mounted CCTV within the Jaﬂdsr:ape of the
Application Site, There will be a very localised Temporary Moderate adverse and a Temporary
Minor adverse landscape effect on the Tendring Plain as 2 whole during decommissioning.
Post decommissioning the solar farm’s mitigation planting will have matured and will be
retained resulting in a localised Minor beneficial effect.

1.162. The Proposed Development will locally alter the character of the Distnct LCA 7A Bromley
Heaths. The scale of change is considered to be medium locally up to around c. 1km.The
magnitude of landscape change is considered to be Medium focally, reducing to Low beyond
adistance of around ¢. 1km, reducing with distance and as the solar farm's mitigation planting
matures. Taking account of the medium sensitivity of this landscape and short duration of the
construction phase, there will be a Temporary Moderate adverse landscape effect ke cally and
a Temporary Minor adverse effect within the District LCA 7A Bromley Heaths as a whole,
During operation, the Proposed Development will locally alter the internal character of the

. agricultural fields 'm.rlthm the Appln:a[mn Site. Field pattern and landform will remain
unaltered, ?a_-ung account of the medium 5&ns1tr~.r|t'y of the ian_::i;é;ﬂ? t[::wts_x;n!i?saﬂ-t“:?a
Moderate adverse landscape effect experienced locally and a Minor adverse effect for the
LCA Bromley Heaths as a whole. The degree of landscape effect will reduce locally to
Moderate/Minor adverse locally by c. Year 5 as the solar farm's mitigation planting matures
'helping to further contain and integrate the pole-mounted CCTV within the landscape of the
Application Site. During decommission, activities across the Application Site will be similar to
those of the Construction Phase. The disturbed lands will be reinstated to asmilar agricultural
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use and a similar rmagnitude of change and degree of landscape effect is anticipated for the
decommissioning phase. This will result in a very localised Temporary Moderate adverse and
a Temporary Minor adverse landscape effect on the LCA Bromley Heaths as a whole during
decommussioning. Post decommissioning the solar farm's mitigation planting will have
matured and will be retained resulting in a locahised Minor beneficial effect.

1.1G2. The Proposed Development will locally alter the character of the District LCA 6A Stour Valley
Systems. The scale and magnitude of change 15 considered to be low locally, reducing to
negligible beyond a distance of around c. 1km from the site boundary and as the solar farm's
mitigation planting matures. Taking account of the high sensitivity of this landscape and short
duration of the construction phase, there will be a Temporary Moderate/Minor adverse
landscape effect locally and a No Change effect within the District LCA 64 Stour Valley Systems
as a whole during the construction phase.Dunng the operational phase, there will be a2
Moderate/Minor adverse landscape effect expernienced locally and No Change effect for the
LCA 6A Stour valley Systems as a whole. The degree of landscape effect will reduce to Minor
adverse locally by ¢. Year 5 as the existing solar farm's mitigation planting matures further,
helping to further contan and integrate the pole-mounted CCTV within the landscape of the
Application Site. During decommission, activities acrass the Application Site will be similar to
those of the Construction Phase, The disturbed lands will be reinstated to a similar agricultural
use. A similar magnitude of change and degree of landscape effect is anticipated for the
decommissioning phase. This will result in a very locahised Temporary Minor adverse and a
Mo Change landscape effect on the LCA 6A Stour Valley Systems as a whole during
decommissicning. Post decommissioning the mitigation glanting which will Have matured will
be retained resulting in a localised Minor beneficial effect and a No Change landscape effect
on the LCA BA Stour Valley Systems as a whole

1.164. The Proposed Development will locally alter the character of the District LCA 8A Tendring and
Wix Clay Plateau. The scale and magnitude of change is considered to be medium to low
lacally, reducing to low beyond a distance of around ¢, 1km from the site boundary and as the
salar farm's mutigation planting matures, Taking account of the medium sensitvity of this
landscape and shart duration of the construction phase, there will be a Temporary Moderate
adverse to Temparary Minor adverse landscape effect locally and a No Change effect within
the LCA BA Tendring and Wix Clay Plateau as a whole. During operation, there will be a
Moderate/Minor adverse to Minor adverse landscape effect experienced locally and No
Change effect for the LCA 8A Tendnng and Wix Clay Plateau as a whole. The degree of
landscape effect will reduce to Minor adverse locally by c. Year 5 as the existing solar farm’s
mitigation planting matures further, helping to further contain and integrate the pole-
mounted CCTV within the landscape of the Application Site. During decommission, activities
across the Application Site will be similar to those of the Construction Phase. The disturbed
lands will be reinstated to a similar agricultural use. A similar magnitude of change and degree
of landscape effect is anticipated for the decommissioning phase. This will result in a very
locahsed Temporary Moderate adverse and a Temporary Minor adverse landscape effect on
thie District LCA BA Tendring and Wix Clay Plateau as a whole during decommissioning, Post
decommissicning the solar farm’s mitigation planting will have matured and will be retained
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resulting in a localised Minor beneficial effect and a No Change landscape effect on the
District LCA 8A Tendring and Wix Clay Plateau as a whole.

1.165. The appraisal of visual effects from the five viewpoints selected to represent views of the
Froposed Development are set out in Table 3. The visual effects on receptors (residents,
walkers, cyclists and road users) from 5 viewpaoints are:

» Viewpoint VP1. Construction period Temporary Moderate/Minor Adverse to
Temporary Minor Adverse, Operational Moderate/Minor Adverse to Minor Adverse,
Decommissioning: Temporary Moderate/Minor Adverse to Temporary Minor Adverse,
Post-decommissioning. Minor Beneficial.

¢ Viewpoint VP2 Construction: Temparary Major/Moderate Adverse to Temporary
Maderate/Minor Adverse, Operational: Major/Moderate Adverse to Moderate/Minor
Adverse, Decommissioning: Temporary Major/Moderate Adverse to Temporary
Moderate/Minor Adverse, Post-decommissianing: Moderate/Minor Beneficial

e Viewpoint VP3: Construction: Temporary Major/Moderate Adverse Operational
Major/Moderate Adverse, Decommissioning: Temporary Major/Moderate Adverse,
Post-decommussioming: Minar Beneficial

=« Viewpaint VP4 Construction: No Change, Operational: No Change, Decommissioning:
No Change, Post-decornmissioning No Change

= Viewpoint VPS: Construction: Ne Change, Operational- No Change, Decommissioning:

No Change, Post-decommissioning: No Change

1.1G6. The visual effects on settlements and residental properties was assessed in table 4 :

s Sottlements and properties 0.5km to 2km from the Application Site: Construction:
Temporary Moderate/Minor Adverse to No Change, Dberatimak Moderate/Minor
Adverse to No Change, Decommissioning. Temporary Moderate/Minor Adverse to No
Change, Post-decommissioning: Minor Beneficial to No Change

= Ssttlemenis and properties Ekm to 5km from the Application Site: Construction: No
Change, Operational: No Change Decommissioning: MNe Change, Post-

decommissioning: Ne Change

1.167. The visual effects on users of highways, public nghts of way, national cyde and footpath
routes was assessed in Table 5:

= A120: Construction: No Change to Temparary Minor Adverse, Cperational: No Change

to Minor Adverse, Decommissioning: No Change tc Temporary Minor Adverse, Post-

decommissicning, No Change to Minor Beneficial |
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= B1035: Construction: No Change Operational: No Change , Decommuissioning: No
Change , Post-decommissioning: No Change,

= B1352: Construction: Mo Change, Operational: No Change, Decommissioning: No
Change , Post-decommussioning: No Change

» Local routes: Heath Road, Wix Road, Bradfield Road, Colchester Road, Cansey Lane:
Construction: No Change to Temporary Minor Adverse, Cperational: No Change to
Minor Adverse Decommissioning: No Change to Temporary Minor Adverse, Post-
decommissioning. No Change to Minor Beneficial

+ Other lpcal routes: Construction: No Change, Operationak No Change
Decommissioning: No Change , Post-decommissioning: Na Change

= NCNM 51 Construction: No Change, Operational: No Change, Decommissioning: No
Change , Post-decommissioning: No Change

+ [Essex Way Navtonal Trail: Construction: No Change , Operational: No Change ,
Decommissioning: No Change , Post-decommissioning: Mo Change

= Local Network of Public Footpaths & Bridleways: Construction: No Change to Major
Adverse , Operational: No Change to Major Adverse , Decommissioning: No Change to
Major Adverse , Post-decommussioning: No Change to Minor Beneficial

Cumulative landscape effects

1.168. Gwen the medium magnitude of landscape change predicated acrass a localised area of NCA
111 Mortkern Thames Basin, and the location of operational Barn Farm Solar Farm, Green
Farm Soler Farm, and other elements of existing energy infrastructure, the cumulative
magnitude 'of change for the NCA 111 Morthern Thames Basin will be medium and the
cumulative landscape effect will be Major/Moderate adverse to Minor adverse.

1.162. Gwen the medium magnitude of landscape change predicated across a localised area of
County LCA E3 Tendring Plain, and the lecation of operational Barn Farm Solar Farm, Green
Farm Soler Farm, and other elements of existing energy infrastructure, the cumulative
magnitude of change for this LCA will be medium and the cumulative landscape effect will be
Moderate adverse

L1.1?IJ. Gwen the medlum magnitude of landscape change predicated across a localised area of
District LCA 74 Bromley Heaths, and the location of operational Barn Farm Solar Farm, Green
Farm Soler Farm, and other elements of existing energy infrastructure, the cumulative.
magnitude of change for this LCA will be medum and the cumulative landscape effect will be
Moderate adverse.
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Cumulative visual effects

1.171, Magmitude of Change: Medwm (Construction) Medwwm (Operational]; Medium
{Decommissioning) and Megligible {Post-Decommissioning).

1.172. Degree of Visual Effect on transient receptors {A120 and minor roads). Temporary Moderate
adverse {Construction): Minor adverse {Operational Year 0] reducing to Minor/No change
{Operational Year S} as the mitigation boundary planting matures; Temporary
Moderate/Minor adverse (Decommissioning); Mo Change to Minor beneficial (Post
pecommissioning).

Mitigation measures

1.173. Existing hedgerow and tree planting mitigation measures associated with the existing solar
farm will provide screening of the Proposed Development.

1.174.' The CCTV posts are designed to be low in height, at the same hElghl:.and lower than exising
sub-stations at the solar farm and no more than 600mm higher than the security fencing that
bounds the existing solar farm. In addlitien, the careful choice of materials and fimsh will
n‘ginimt':.e the visual prominence of the proposed CCTV and posts such that they appear less
noticeahle in the landscape where they are able to be seen above existing and matunng
vegetation or through gaps in vegetation, including views possible after leaf-fall during winter,

Hesil:luél effects

1.175. The tops of some CCTV posts will remain visible above existing hedgerows and above the
planted hedgerow mitigation measures of the solar farm. And there will be imited visibility
of the CCTV posts through intervening vegetation, trees and hedgerows In winter following
leaf fall. CCTV posts and keypads at the site entrance will be visible from the nearby public
footpath throughout the lifetime of the Proposed Development
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APPENDICES

Appendix 1 Figures
* Figure 1 Essex LCA
s  Figure 2 Tendring LCA
* Figure 33 VP1 Year O
® Figure 3b VP1 Year 5
*  Figure 4a VP3 Year O
s Figure 4b VP2 Year &

* FigureS LEMP

Appendix 2 Methodology (LVIA 2013)

* Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment Methodology

Appendix 3 Proposal Drawings
= GB5G 30606 Stour Fields Layout Plan
e (5B5G SD-1A Camera pole construction
« GBSGSD-1B Camera pole construction

s GBSGSD-1D Camera po'e construction
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APPENDIX 2: LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT METHODOLOGY:

Extract from Neo Environmental (August 2013} Wix Lodge Solar Farm & Associgted Infrostructure: 5.
Landscope and Visual Impact Assessrment

“5.2 METHODOLOGY
5.2.1 BEST PRACTICE AND GUIDANCE

This LVIA assessment follows the relevant best practice and guidance including:

s  Guidelin e:; on Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (GLVIA second Edition), Landscape Institute
and Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment, 2002 {Ref 1);

» Llandscape Character Assessment: Guidance for England and Scotland (The Countryside Agency and
Scottish Natural Hentage 2002, prepared by the University of Sheffield and Landuse Consultants
2002) (REF 2). |

5.2.2 STUDY AREA

The extent of the study area for the LVIA was confined to Skm from the site boundary. The landscape
and visual baseline data was collected within Skm of the proposed development Site. Similarly, a Zone
gf Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) was developed out to this limit, to show the potential -.r:s:hﬂm.r'of the
development, see figure 5.2 1n the Appandix. This extent of visibility will be further canfined by
screening provided by elements such as vegetation or buildings, not accounted for by the ZTV.

5.2.3 DESKTOP SURVEY

A desktop review was undertaken of relevant existing data relating to the site and within the study
area. Information including:

+ Ordnance Survey Maps 1:25,000, 1:50,000 in digital form (Ref 3);

= Agrial mapping {Ref 4];

= Planning Policies, Maps and Guidance produced by Tendring District Council {Ref 5);

s Essex County Council Development & Strategic Plans (Ref 6);

* Listed designated sites sourced from MAGIC [Ref 7} and English Heritage websites (Ref 8):

' Meo Environmental {August 2013) Wix Lodge Salar Farm & Assoclated Infrastructure: 5. Landscape and Visual
Assessment
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e Llandscape Character Areas Assessments undertaken by Matural England {Ref 9) and Essex County

Council and Southend an Sea Council {Raf 10

5.2.4 5ITE SURVEY

Following the desktop study, a field visit was carried out in June 2013 to gain a greater understanding
of the landscape character and visual amenity of the study area, This helped to correlate and vahdate
the data collected by the desktop study, It was also used to collect photagraphic representations
which are included in the appendix of this report

5.2.5 ZONE OF THEORETICAL VISIBILITY

& ZTV {Zone of Thearetical Visibihty) was produced to show the putential visinhty of the sofar farm
within the local area, yut to 5km from the proposed development boundary see Figure 5 2. The ZTV
is bazed on S50m Digital Terrain Data {OTM) derived from Ordnance Survey Landform Panorama Data
It does not account for any iIntervening vegetation or buildings which may otherwise provide s ome
degree of screening 1t15 a useful tool in understanding where the sojar farm may be potenbally
visible and in the selertiyn of viewpoints fur analysis

5.3 LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT METHODOLOGY

5.3.1 LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY:

The sansitivity of a landscape relates to the existing landscapes ability to adapt to change as a result
of the proposed development and its proposed changes, fram construction through to operation. The
sensitivity of the landscape is graded into three categones; High, Medium and Low,

Table 5-1: Landscape Sensitivity Criterla

A landscape of important charactenstics, features or of a particularly distinctive
character, Typically designated to naticnal importance. Little abil ty to tolerate any

change

& landscape of relatively ardinary, moderately valued characteristics of local

importance. Has some tolerance to change, if appropriate development,

A landscape with poorly defined landscape characteristics and features that are of

fittlevaluerorinterestywith - highrpotentisholerancetothange—

5.3.2 VISUAL SENSITIVITY:

The sensitivity of views will depend on a number of factors including the type of receptors and their

actvity, context of the views, frequency and duration of views.
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Tabla 5-2: Visual Sensitivity Criteria

Residents with principal views from dwellings,

Recreational areas including footpaths, cycle routes and other rights of way.
Views from public open spaces and important landscape features of physical,

historical or cultural interest.

Medium Recreational actwity including playing frields, hunoing, and water based

(*

actvities ete
Schools

Workers (Outdoaor).

Worker {Indoors) with views from the buldings.

Road and rail users with views in passing at speed and not central to view,

5.3.3 LANDSCAPE & VISUAL MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE:

The magnitude of landscape change is the scale or degree of change upon the land resource, nature
of the effact and its duration. The magnitude of visual change will result in the scale and dagree of
change n existing views from the addition and or removal of features within the landscape. These
views will further be affectad by the durabwon, dstance and extent of change of views upon receptors
and their gitivities

Table 5-3: Magnitude Of Landscape & Visual Change

Total loss of or major altaration to kay elaments/featuras/characteristics of the
baseline, Le. pre-development lndscape or view and/or introduction of
elements considered 1o be totally uncharacteristic when set within the attributes

of the reczeiving landscape

Partial loss of or afteration to key elements/features/characteristics of the
baseline, 1 .e. predeve opment landscape or view and/or introduction of elements
that may be prominent but may not necessarily be cons!dered to be substantially

uncharacterstic when set within the attributes of the receling landscape

Minor loss of or alteration to key elements/features/characteristics of the

i
baseline, ie. pre-development |andscape or view and/ or 'ntroduction of |
elements that may not necessarily be considerad to be uncharacternistic when set

; i
within the attributes of the receiving landscape. {

Very miror loss of or alteration o key elements/features/characteristics of the

baseline, ie. pre-development landscape or wiew and/ or introduction of |
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elements that are not uncharactenstic with the surrounding landscape-

approximating the 'no change' situation.

5.3.4 SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT:

The significance of effect of the proposed development was determined by cross referencing the
andscape or visual sensttivity wath the predicted magnitude of change against the matnx in the table
below, This matrix approach while helpful (s not a prescnptive tool and should also allow for

professional judgment in determining the significance of effect

Table 5-4: Significance Of Landscape And Visual Effects Matrix

Landscape & Vi

Sensitivity

High Medium Low Neghgible/None
High Major Major/Moderate | Moderate/Minor | No Change
Medium Major/Moderate iModerate Minor Mo Change
Low _i_.“.."..';d{*rf;r_-;-:,."l"-.-ﬂlr:ur wnor Minar Mo Change

fl

Theze effects can be either adverse or beneficial, graded as Major, Moderate, Minor or Mo Change
depending on the degree of change [0 the sensitivity of the feature or view. These effects may be of

temporary or permanent, direct or indirect and experienced differantly across a range of distances

Those landscape and visual effects that have been graded as Major or Major/Moderate are
considered under the ‘Town and Country Planning {Environmental iImpact Assessment] (England and
Wales) Regulations 2011 as significant. Although, this should not necessarly mean the effects are
unacceptable, these may be reduced if mitigation measures are fully implemented or reversible if the

project is decommissioned.”
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