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Personal Statement 

16 Palm Avenue | Sidcup | Kent | DA14 5JG 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

My wife and I purchased the property in June 2014.  

We are a family of 4 occupying the property, inclusive of our 2 young children. 

My place of work is based in Maidstone and my wife is based in Bromley. Our son, Jaxon, attends a specialist primary 
school based in Sidcup (Shenstone School) and our daughter attends a pre-school based in Chislehurst. 

When we purchased the property it required significant renovation works just to be habitable. Here are details of all 
the renovations and improvements we have made since taking ownership; 

• Replaced the electrical wiring throughout the property, meeting all legal and building code requirements 

• Installed a new combi boiler with new radiators and a supporting Nest Smart thermostat system 

• Every room was taken back to brick and replastered and decorated, including all ceilings 

• Fitted a new kitchen 

• Fitted a new bathroom 

• Paid for a dropped curb to be installed by the local authority 

• New driveway 

• New front garden walls 

• Painted the entire house 

• New room added to the rear of the property (under permitted development, single story) 

• Landscaped the rear garden  

• New hardwood decked area added to the garden 

• Electric vehicle charge point installed 

• New double glazed windows have been installed throughout the entire property 

• A new composite front door was fitted 

• Plantation shutters have been installed throughout the entire house 

• Loft insulation added to the property 

 

NEED 

In 2019 our son was diagnosed with Autism and Global Developmental Delay and is currently being non-verbal. He has 
complex needs from an educational and social perspective, for which he was granted and attends a place at a specialist 
primary school which is just a 10 minute drive from our home.  

As a family we are adapting our life to ensure that our son has the right level of support he requires to enable him to 
have the opportunity to fulfil his potential. All of the educational and social support our son requires has been built 
around where we currently live. We have immediate family living close to us that play a key role in supporting our son, 
and our family as a whole. 

The plans we submitted are designed to help meet our sons sensory needs. Our son requires his own bedroom tailored 
to meet his specific sensory needs creating the right environment he needs to sleep. Children who are on the Autistic 
spectrum can find sleeping a significant challenge. As a result our sons bedroom is not the right environment for any 
toys as this would create sensory stimulation preventing him from sleeping. 

Due to our sons needs currently our 3 year old daughter continues to share our bedroom. As parents we want our 
daughter to have her own space to enjoy which is not currently possible. 
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Our planned extension creates additional bedroom space on the 1st floor allowing our daughter to have a room of her 
own. The loft conversion on the 2nd floor would act as a dedicated sensory and therapy room for our son. 

It is our intention to create a sensory room on the 2nd floor which will allow us to have a very specific and dedicated 
environment that will have a range of sensory toys and sensory features to help with our sons continued development. 
If you take a few minutes and research what sensory / therapy rooms look like and the type of equipment they contain 
you will see they are far from a traditional children’s playroom. Each item is carefully selected to meet the individual 
child’s sensory needs.  

Our son benefits from larger rooms which is another driving factor in our proposed design for the downstairs living 
space. These larger spaces will allow him to have more freedom of movement which helps him regulate his sensory 
requirements. 

Our aim through this extension is to offer our son the best possible environment that meets his unique needs. During 
extended periods of time spent at home, such as school holidays our son will greatly benefit from the additional space 
and enhancements our proposed extension will offer. The school closures throughout the global pandemic last year had 
a huge impact on our son, we witnessed how not having access to these essential facilities via his school affected his 
development and has larger implications such as regression. It affected his mental health and he became frequently 
upset, frustrated and agitated. It was incredibly difficult to see, and we know how the approval of our planning 
application will resolve these difficulties and avoid our son having to experience unnecessary symptoms of his 
conditions.  

 
DESIGN 
 
We employed the architecture services of Escape Design (www.escape-design.co.uk) to create the design and required 
drawing for our extension. 
 
During our initial meeting with Kate we covered what my wife and I hoped to achieve, how we saw the extension, and 
our desire to have no negative impact on our neighbours. Kate provided valuable direction and guidance on what 
would be considered acceptable based on her previous experience. 
 
When we were given initial drawings from Kate I printed copies and supplied them to our neighbours. We then engaged 
in positive dialogue to ensure that they were happy with the plan’s before any application was submitted. 
 
As you can see we have letters of support from both our direct neighbours, numbers 14 and 18 Palm Avenue. I think 
you will agree that they not only support the plan’s but go as far as to endorse their desire to keep us as neighbours. 
 
The design we submitted is not only visually acceptable but is in keeping with other properties located within less than 
1 minutes walk from our front door. 
 
Based on the Appeal Decision carried out by inspector David Reed we have removed the rear dormer. David was happy 
with the other aspects of our application and as such we believe we now have a design that meets the requirements of 
the local authority. 
 
This change in design does reduce the size of the sensory room we need for our son but ultimately we can still make 
use of the available space. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.escape-design.co.uk/
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14 Palm Avenue – Letter supporting our planning application 
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18 Palm Avenue – Letter supporting our planning application 
 

 
 



5 
 

My wife and I have made use of every facility available to us to ensure that the design we submitted for our extension 
will be approved. We have worked with our neighbours, making sure they were consulted and their feedback was 
incorporated into our final design. 
 
We did this not only because it was the right thing to do but because of how important it is to our family that our 
extension is granted planning permission. 
 
As you have read in this document the driving force behind our extension is to create a positive and healthy 
environment that will support our sons sensory and developmental needs for the foreseeable future. Simply moving is 
not a viable option for us. Our sons school and entire support network has been built around where we currently live. In 
addition we would prefer to save him the undue stress that a new home would cause him. 
 
We implore you to please grant us our planning application.  
 
Regards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                        
 
 
 
 
Mr C Warner                                                                                Mrs L Warner 
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