DESIGN & ACCESS STATEMENT
1 CHARNWOOD DRIVE, LEICSTER FOREST EAST LE3 3HL 
References
This statement refers to a proposed change of use of a one bedroom self-contained flat to a hairdressing salon as shown on drawing no. 2021/9025/COU produced by AJS Architectural Services.

Siting
1 Charnwood Drive lies to the West of Leicester off the main A47 Hinckley Road in Leicester Forest East. The proposed retail units sit on the corner of Hinckley Road and Charnwood Drive on a prominent site visible from the A47. The area has a mix of residential and commercial properties and the building is currently used as a hairdresser’s and two self-contained flats. The section of Hinckley Road between Braunstone Crossroads and the outskirts of Leicester Forest East has a variety of shops and services fronting the main road and serves the local population with a good mix of amenities.
Massing & Scale

The proposal is to retain and remodel the existing first floor flat, as the changes are internal there will be no overlooking, overshadowing or infringement of privacy of the nearby houses and businesses.
Design
The redesign of the first floor flat will retain the integrity of the original building with no increase in size or change of character other than adding and re-siting of some windows and doors. 
Materials

The materials for the extension will be in keeping with the existing property with brickwork and detailing to match the existing design, the roof will be of the same height at present and of a flat design to prevent it being overbearing. The doors and windows will be upvc of a colour to be approved by Blaby District Council.

Landscaping

n/a.
Flood Risk
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Your selected location is in flood zone 1, an area with a low probability of flooding.

Policies
Adopted Core Strategy

Policy CS1 – Strategy for locating new development

Strategic objectives

i) To provide the appropriate quantity and mix of housing to meet the

needs of the District’s current and future populations;

ii) To optimise the provision of affordable housing to meet local needs;

iii) To deliver the infrastructure, services and facilities required to meet the

needs of the population of the District of Blaby, including those arising

from growth, and to make services accessible to all;

viii) To minimise energy use and use of valuable resources and to

encourage renewable energy production in suitable locations; and

x) To provide the appropriate quantity, quality and mix of employment

opportunities to meet the needs of the District’s current and future

populations and to meet strategic employment, education and training

needs.

xi) To deliver the transport needs of the District and to encourage and

develop the use of more sustainable forms of transport (Including

walking, cycling, other forms of non-motorised transport and public

transport).

Policy CS3 – Sustainable Urban Extension

Strategic objectives

i) To provide the appropriate quantity and mix of housing to meet the

needs of the District’s current and future populations;

ii) To optimise the provision of affordable housing to meet local needs;

iii) To deliver the infrastructure, services and facilities required to meet the

needs of the population of the District of Blaby including those arising

from growth and to make services accessible to all;

viii) To minimise energy use and use of valuable resources and to

encourage renewable energy production in suitable locations; and

xi) To deliver the transport needs of the District and to encourage and

develop the use of more sustainable forms of transport (Including

walking, cycling, other forms of non-motorised transport and public

transport).

Policy CS4 - Strategic Employment Site

Strategic objectives

x) To provide the appropriate quantity, quality and mix of employment

opportunities to meet the needs of the District’s current and future

populations, and to meet strategic employment, education and

training needs.

Policy CS6: Employment

Protecting Employment Land

7.6.9 In addition to providing sufficient employment land to meet growing

requirements, the Council will seek to protect the existing stock of

employment land and buildings which are considered to be fit for

purpose. Where possible, these will be enhanced. The BELPS

indicates sixteen key employment sites within the District. Whilst these

are of varying quality and have different occupancy rates, all are

considered to make an important contribution to the employment land

offer for the District. It is important that these sites are offered

protection.

National Planning Policy Framework
11. Making effective use of land

117. Planning policies and decisions should promote an effective use of land in meeting

the need for homes and other uses, while safeguarding and improving the

environment and ensuring safe and healthy living conditions. Strategic policies

should set out a clear strategy for accommodating objectively assessed needs, in a

way that makes as much use as possible of previously-developed or ‘brownfield’

land44.

118. Planning policies and decisions should:

a) encourage multiple benefits from both urban and rural land, including through

mixed use schemes and taking opportunities to achieve net environmental gains

– such as developments that would enable new habitat creation or improve

public access to the countryside;

b) recognise that some undeveloped land can perform many functions, such as for

wildlife, recreation, flood risk mitigation, cooling/shading, carbon storage or food

production;

c) give substantial weight to the value of using suitable brownfield land within

settlements for homes and other identified needs, and support appropriate

opportunities to remediate despoiled, degraded, derelict, contaminated or

unstable land;

d) promote and support the development of under-utilised land and buildings,

especially if this would help to meet identified needs for housing where land

supply is constrained and available sites could be used more effectively (for

example converting space above shops, and building on or above service

yards, car parks, lock-ups and railway infrastructure)45; and

e) support opportunities to use the airspace above existing residential and

commercial premises for new homes. In particular, they should allow upward

extensions where the development would be consistent with the prevailing

height and form of neighbouring properties and the overall street scene, is welldesigned (including complying with any local design policies and standards),

and can maintain safe access and egress for occupiers.

119. Local planning authorities, and other plan-making bodies, should take a proactive

role in identifying and helping to bring forward land that may be suitable for meeting

development needs, including suitable sites on brownfield registers or held in public

ownership, using the full range of powers available to them. This should include

identifying opportunities to facilitate land assembly, supported where necessary by

compulsory purchase powers, where this can help to bring more land forward for

meeting development needs and/or secure better development outcomes. 

Achieving appropriate densities

122. Planning policies and decisions should support development that makes efficient

use of land, taking into account:

a) the identified need for different types of housing and other forms of

development, and the availability of land suitable for accommodating it;

b) local market conditions and viability;

c) the availability and capacity of infrastructure and services – both existing and

proposed – as well as their potential for further improvement and the scope to

promote sustainable travel modes that limit future car use;

d) the desirability of maintaining an area’s prevailing character and setting

(including residential gardens), or of promoting regeneration and change; and

e) the importance of securing well-designed, attractive and healthy places.
