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 Introduction 1.

Background 
1.1 Phlorum Limited was commissioned by Parker Dann to compile an Ecosystems 

Services Action Statement, in relation to the proposed development at Pondtail 
Wood, Albourne, BN6 9EB. 

1.2 It is understood that this Statement must address the following: 

 Purpose and objectives for the proposed works; 

 Detailed design(s) and/or working method(s) to achieve stated objectives; 

 Extent and location/area of proposed works on appropriate scale maps and 
plans; 

 Timetable for implementation of the construction phase demonstrating that 
works are aligned with the proposed phasing of development; 

 Persons responsible for implementing the construction phase works; 

 Details of initial aftercare and long-term maintenance; and 

 Details for disposal of any wastes arising from works. 

1.3 The proposed development area is shown in Appendix D.  

1.4 It is understood that the proposed development involves the erection of an 
agricultural building.  

1.5 The site is mostly surrounded by mixed plantation woodland with areas of neutral 
semi-improved grassland, ruderal vegetation, and continuous and scattered scrub. 
There is a pond at the centre of the site and a number of drainage ditches run 
through area. 

1.6 The National Grid Reference for the centre of the site is TQ26051441. The survey area 
extended over approximately 4.1 hectares (ha). 

1.7 This document has been developed with reference to the findings contained within 
the previous ecological survey report compiled by Phlorum (Preliminary Ecological 
Appraisal, 2020). Recommended surveys (great crested newts and reptiles), 
precautionary working practices and mitigation measures pertaining to hazel 
dormice, bats, breeding birds, badgers and stag beetles are provided in this 
document. 

1.8 This document has been compiled in the context of the proposals stated in this 
introduction and based on information made available by the client at the time. 
Alterations to the scheme and changes in ecological legislation might necessitate 
amendments to this document at a later stage.  
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Responsibilities 
1.9 The list below provides information on the roles and responsibilities for the ecological 

works and design on site. 

 The Site owner, or site manager, will be responsible for ensuring that the 
long term maintenance is carried out as specified in this document. 

 The Architect and Planner will be responsible for the implementing the 
Ecological designs into the plans for the site. 

 The principal contractor on site will be responsible for ensuring that the 
Ecological designs/method statement are complied with during the 
demolition and construction phase of the works. 

 Phlorum Limited will be responsible for providing ecological assistance to the 
project, as and when required. 

Legislation 
1.10 British reptiles and nesting birds are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 

1981 (as amended). Some rare bird species also receive protection under Schedule 1 
of the act. Great crested newts, bats and hazel dormice receive protection under the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and the Conservation of Habitats 
and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended). Badgers are afforded protection under 
the Protection of Badgers Act 1992. Stag beetles are listed as a Species of Principle 
Importance for the UK and are also listed on the Sussex Rare Species Inventory. 
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 Conservation Objectives 2.

Conservation Objectives 
2.1 The conservation objectives for the development site are to enhance the biodiversity 

of the site wherever possible with regard to the site potential and constraints and the 
nature of the proposed development. 

Site Potential 
2.2 Aerial photography and Multi-Agency Geographical Information for the Countryside 

(MAGIC, 2020) in combination with the site visits shows that the site is situated within 
a rural setting. Agricultural fields bound the site to its east and south, while further 
woodland and the Singing Hills Golf Course are located to the north and west. The 
village of Albourne is located approximately 2km to the north-east and the village of 
Woodmancote is 2.2km to the west of the site.  

2.3 There is a single pond with several drainage ditches running through the site, there is 
another drainage ditch within 250m and a further 3 ponds within 500m of the site. 

Statutory Sites  

The site is within the South Downs National Park and there is a further two Statutory 
Sites within 2km of the site, Wolstonbury Hill SSSI and Beeding Hill to Newtimber Hill 
SSSI.  

Non-statutory Sites  

The closest non-statutory designated site is Newtimber Chalk Quarry LGS and it is the 
only Non-Statutory Site within 2km of the site.  

Habitats 
Site Summary 

2.4 The main habitats recorded within the site are described below. Additional details are 
shown on the proposed development area in Appendix D.  

Neutral Semi-Improved Grassland 

2.5 On the eastern side of the site is an area of neutral semi-improved grassland which is 
currently being used as a tree plantation. Species noted include bird’s-foot trefoil 
(Lotus corniculatus), creeping buttercup (Ranunculus repens), Yorkshire fog (Holcus 
lanatus) and perennial ryegrass (Lolium perenne). 
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Standing Water 

2.6 At the centre of the site is a single pond which was highly vegetated with species 
including soft rush (Juncus effusus), pendulous sedge (Carex pendula) and cattail sp. 
(Typha sp.).    

Mixed Plantation Woodland 

2.7 Mixed plantation woodland surrounds the majority of the site and still maintains 
ancient woodland indicators with species including spurge laurel (Daphne laureola), 
willow sp. (Salix sp.), common primrose (Primula vulgaris), Pine sp. (Pinus sp.) and 
hazel (Corylus avellana). 

Ruderal Vegetation 

2.8 There is a large area of ruderal vegetation at the central western area of the site 
which continues to follow around the eastern side. Species noted include wild teasel 
(Dipsacus fullonum), common mallow (Malva sylvestris), spear thistle (Cirsium vulgare), 
common comfrey (Symphytum officinale) and common nettle (Urtica dioica).   

Continuous Scrub 

2.9 To the east of the pond is a section of continuous scrub with species including 
brambles (Rubus fruticosus agg.), common nettles, hedge bindweed (Calystegia 
sepium), common sorrel (Rumex acetosa) and willowherb (Epilobium sp.).    

Scattered Scrub 

2.10 There is a scattered scrub across the eastern half of the site with species including 
brambles, red valerian (Centranthus ruber), common honeysuckle (Lonicera 
periclymenum) and buddleia (Buddleja davidii).     

Bare Ground 

2.11 There are several areas of bare ground through the site which are used as tracks for 
site access.     

Row of Trees 

2.12 Along the eastern boundary of the site is a row of trees with species including holly 
(Ilex aquifolium), pine sp. and hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna).     

Drainage Ditch 

2.13 There are a number of ephemeral drainage ditches running through the site. 

Protected Species 

2.14 Legislation relating to the protected species referred to in this section is included in 
Appendix C. 
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2.15 The following paragraphs detail the suitability of the on-site habitats to support 
protected species and include information from the data search for protected, rare 
and otherwise notable species returned within a 2km radius.  

Reptiles  

2.16 Overall the site was assessed as having moderate potential to support breeding 
reptiles and a high potential to support foraging and commuting reptiles. 

Great Crested Newts 

2.17 It is considered that the site offers a moderate potential for breeding newts and a 
high potential for foraging and commuting newts.  

Bats  

2.18 Overall it is considered that the site offers a high potential for foraging bats and a 
low potential for roosting bats.  

Birds 

2.19 Overall it is considered that the site offers high potential for breeding birds.    

Badger 

2.20 Overall, the site offered moderate potential for breeding badgers and high potential 
for foraging and commuting badgers.   

Hazel Dormice 

2.21 Overall it was considered that the site offered a high potential to support breeding 
dormice.   

Stag Beetles 

2.22 Overall, the site offered a moderate potential for stag beetle.  

Site Constraints 
2.23 The site is located in a rural location surrounded by ancient woodland and arable 

land. 

2.24 The development proposal includes the erection of an agricultural building. 

Considerations  
2.25 Appropriate consideration shall be given to wildlife features present on the site 

before and during construction phases. 

2.26 Opportunities for biodiversity enhancement post construction are examined in 
Chapter 5. 
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2.27 An Ecosystems Services Action Statement (Appendix C) outlines how the proposed 
development will enhance the natural environment and peoples interactions with it.  

2.28 Proposed habitat enhancement measures, their management and maintenance 
should be undertaken by the client or their appointed contractors.  



Ecosystems Services Action Statement 
Pondtail Wood, Albourne 

9853 ESAS Rev0.Docx Date: 24 July 2020 Page 7 of 18 

 
 

3. Pre-Construction 

Reptiles 

3.1 At this stage, reptile surveys have not been undertaken. The PEA report (Phlorum, 
2020) recommended that reptile surveys are carried out at the site, prior to any 
construction work.  

3.2 The results of the reptile surveys will be used to determine presence or likely absence 
and distribution of reptiles within the site. 

3.3 The results of the surveys will then be used to inform mitigation proposals for this 
species group. 

Great Crested Newts 

3.4 At this stage, great crested newt surveys have not been undertaken. The PEA report 
(Phlorum, 2020) recommended that great crested newt surveys are carried out at the 
site, prior to any construction work. 

3.5 The results of the great crested newt surveys will be used to determine presence or 
likely absence of great crested newts on-site and at all of the ponds within 500m. 

3.6 The results of the surveys will then be used to inform mitigation proposals for this 
species group. 

Bats  

3.7 Current proposals do not involve the removal of the mixed planation woodland on-
site. If this changes then bat activity transects are recommended for the site in order 
to provide information on if and how bats are using the site. Removal of this 
woodland has the potential to negatively impact on bats through the loss of roost 
sites, and through direct disturbance/ impacts to individual bats. 

3.8 Should these surveys reveal evidence of bats using the woodland or any other feature 
within the proposed development area, for roosting purposes, a licence will need to 
be obtained. A European Protected Species Mitigation Licence will be obtained from 
Natural England once full planning permission is in place. The application will require 
the drafting of a detailed mitigation strategy including timing and construction 
methods in addition to the mitigation measures proposed.  

3.9 If a bat is found at any stage of development, works must cease. A suitably qualified 
ecologist must then be called, to review the requirements of getting a licence, and to 
supervise the continuing works, as required by the ecologist.  
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Birds  

3.10 In order to avoid any potential impact on breeding birds, the clearance of the site 
should be undertaken outside of the main bird nesting season which runs from 
March to August inclusive1, with clearance works possible between September and 
February. Where this is not possible, an ecologist would need to check the vegetation 
for active nests and signs of bird breeding activity. 

3.11 In the event that a nest is found, an exclusion zone around the nest must be 
established. The extent of the buffer area will be determined by the ecologist at the 
time and will depend on its location and proximity to the works. Works will then 
cease within this buffer area until the young birds have fledged. The buffer area will 
be delineated by tape which will either be attached using stakes or tied around trees. 

3.12 The ecologist will monitor the nest over a period of a few weeks and inform the on-
site contractors when the nest is no longer in use, enabling works to continue in this 
area.  

Badgers  

3.13 No badgers are believed to be living on site, but the area might be used by foraging 
and commuting badgers.  

3.14 Throughout construction, all on-site contractors must be made aware of the potential 
presence of badgers in the locality and a tool box talk should be given by a qualified 
ecologist immediately prior to the start of construction works to discuss the potential 
for badgers to pass through the site and to provide information on legislation and 
the ecology of this species.  

Hazel Dormice 

3.15 Current proposal do not involve the removal of the mixed plantation woodland on-
site. Although there is habitat on-site that was considered suitable for supporting 
dormice, it is not felt that this will be significantly impacted by the proposed 
development. Therefore, a precautionary approach to the clearance of the site should 
be sufficient for protecting any dormice present.  

3.16 All vegetation clearance work must be undertaken in the presence of a suitably 
qualified ecologist, who will guide the schedule of works. 

3.17 If this changes then hazel dormice surveys are recommended for the site in order to 
provide information on if and how hazel dormice are using the site. Removal of this 
woodland has the potential to negatively impact on hazel dormice through loss of 
nesting sites, and through direct disturbance/ impacts to individual hazel dormice. 

                                                             
1 It should be noted that this is the main breeding period. Breeding activity might occur outside this period (depending on the 
particular species and geographical location of the site) and thus due care and attention should be given when undertaking 
potentially disturbing works at any time of year. 
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Stag Beetles 

3.18 A precautionary approach to the clearance of all deadwood should be taken during 
works. Where possible the standing dead wood on-site should be retained as part of 
the works. Where any dead trees pose a health and safety risk, the above ground 
section should be felled and the arisings stacked on the ground. The tree base and 
root system of these trees should be retained where possible. 

3.19 Where it is not possible to retain these areas, the root system of the dead trees must 
be removed under an ecological watching brief and any larvae encountered must be 
removed to suitable retained deadwood habitat elsewhere around the site 
boundaries. 

Invasive Plants 

3.20 No INNS listed on Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981 (as amended) 
were seen on-site during the survey. 

3.21 Buddleia (Buddleja davidii) and red valerian (Centranthus ruber) however, were seen 
on-site during the survey and although neither is on the Schedule 9, they are 
considered invasive non-native species that should be appropriately controlled. A 
Member of the Property Care Association Invasive Weed Control Group will be 
contacted to advise on the control for these species. 
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4. During Construction 

Reptiles 

4.1 Currently no reptile surveys have been carried out. As stated in Chapter 3, these need 
to be carried out prior to any construction work. 

4.2 The results of the surveys will then be used to inform mitigation proposals for this 
species group. 

Great Crested Newts 

4.3 Currently no great crested newt surveys have been carried out. As stated in Chapter 
3, these need to be carried out prior to any construction work. 

4.4 The results of the surveys will then be used to inform mitigation proposal for this 
species group. 

Bats  

4.5 Current proposals do not involve the removal of the mixed planation woodland on-
site. Therefore, a precautionary approach to works should be sufficient to safeguard 
this protected species. 

4.6 The use of high intensity lighting which would illuminate the woodland must be 
avoided during the works period to ensure that suitable habitat for bats are 
maintained. 

Birds  

4.7 Contractors will remain vigilant throughout the works and any breeding or nesting 
behaviour observed or suspected on site should be reported immediately to the 
project ecologist. All works must cease until advice has been sought from the 
ecologist. 

4.8 The ecologist might need to re-visit the site to inspect the nest and in the event that 
an active nest is confirmed, an exclusion zone around the nest would be established. 
Works would have to cease within this buffer area until the young birds have fledged. 

Badgers  

4.9 All trenches should be covered at night or if this is not possible, ramps must be 
installed into the trenches to enable badgers to escape should they enter the 
excavations. All materials must be stored safely, and lids securely fitted.   

Hazel Dormice 

4.10 Current proposal do not involve the removal of the mixed plantation woodland on-
site. Therefore, a precautionary approach to site works should be sufficient for 
protecting any dormice present. 
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4.11 If a dormouse is found at any stage of development, works must cease. A suitably 
qualified ecologist must then be called, to review the requirements of getting a 
licence, and to supervise the continuing works, as required by the ecologist.  

Stag Beetles 

4.12 A precautionary approach to the clearance of all deadwood should be taken during 
works and is considered sufficient to safeguard this protected species. Where possible 
the standing dead wood on-site should be retained as part of the works 
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5. Post Construction - Enhancement 

Habitat Enhancement and Management 
5.1 New development offers the opportunity for habitat enhancement in accordance with 

national and local planning policy. Specific habitat enhancement measures and 
maintenance practices which pay attention to wildlife are detailed below. 

Wildlife Measures  
Bat Boxes 

5.2 The redevelopment offers an opportunity to create bat roost features in the form of 
bat boxes. Two bat boxes will be installed on the site. There are a range of bat boxes 
available such as the Schwegler 2F, or other makes of a similar design, such as 
Chavenage Bat box. The exact make can be selected to suit the development and bat 
species in the locality See Appendix B – Bat and bird box designs for specific details 
of the bat box. 

5.3 The boxes should be installed at appropriate locations in sheltered positions but 
exposed to the sun for part for the day. These are normally with south-east, south, or 
south-west facing aspects, although south and south-west orientation is normally 
best. They should be installed at least between 3-6m from ground level. Bat boxes do 
not need annual inspection/cleaning, and should be left alone unless under the 
supervision of a suitably licence bat ecologist. 

5.4 Specific locations and installation of the bat boxes will be decided once all works 
have been completed to avoid any unnecessary disturbance to roosting bats. 

5.5 Once installed the boxes should be inspected annually by a licensed ecologist outside 
the hibernation period: between September and March for evidence of usage by bats.  

5.6 Where the bat boxes have not been used, the possibility of re-siting them to more 
suitable areas should be explored and advice should be sought from the project 
ecologist. 
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Bats and Lighting 

5.8 The BCT (Bat Conservation Trust) have produced a guidance note with collaboration 
with the ILP (Institute of Lighting Professionals) titled ‘Bats and artificial lighting in the 
UK’2 and dated 2018.  

5.9 Artificial lighting is thought to increase the risk of predation; consequently bats are 
thought to modify their behaviour to this threat. The illumination of a roost can cause 
disturbance, which might result in a roost being abandoned. Light falling on a roost 
might delay when bats emerge from the roost and could shorten the time available 
to forage for food. The peak of nocturnal abundance is at and soon after dusk; 
therefore delaying emergence might result in missed foraging opportunities for bats. 
Excessive light can also block flights paths to and from roosts.  

5.10 In addition artificial lighting can affect the feeding behaviour of bats. Firstly, lit 
conditions can pose as a barrier to movement and secondly, certain light sources 
attract different ranges of inspects. Studies have shown that noctule, Leisler’s bat, 
serotine and pipistrelle congregate around mercury lights that attract insects. 
However, further studies have shown that slower-flying broad winged species such as 
long-eared bats, Myotis species (Brandt’s bat, whiskered, Daubenton’s bat), 
barbastelle, and greater and lesser horseshoe bats generally avoid all street lights.  

5.11 Bats less tolerant to light are put at a disadvantage and lighting might affect their 
foraging behaviour.  

5.12 The spectral impacts of light can also impact on bat behaviour. Slow flying bats, such 
as Plecotus and Myotis species avoid white and green light, but fast flying bats, such 
pipistrelles species have been found to be more abundant in these areas. Both slow-
flying and fast-flying bats have been found present in red light areas, compared to 
dark control.  

5.13 Development provides the opportunity to enhance the site’s value for foraging bats 
and to minimise indirect impacts from lighting associated with the new building. This 
can be achieved by following accepted best practice (Institute of Ecology and 
Environmental Management 2006, Institute of Lighting Professionals 2018): 

 The level of artificial lighting including flood lighting should be kept to a 
minimum, particularly around the site boundaries;  

 LED lights are preferred to low pressure sodium lights, which in turn are 
preferred to high pressure sodium or mercury lamps, and lights should be 
directed low with minimal light spillage; 

 ideally the site boundaries should be kept dark, preferably at bat emergence (0-1 
hour after sunset) and during peak bat activity periods (e.g. 1.5 hours after sunset 
and 1.5 hours before sunrise); and 

                                                             
2 BCT and ILP (2018). Guidance Note 8 Bats and artificial lighting - Institution of Lighting Professionals. [online] Available at: 
https://www.theilp.org.uk/documents/guidance-note-8-bats-and-artificial-lighting/. Bat Conservation Trust and the Institute of 
Lighting Professionals [Accessed 21/01/2019]. 
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 Artificial lighting should not directly illuminate any potential bat commuting 
areas such as boundary features particularly along the north and south of the 
site. Similarly, any newly planted linear features or buffer areas around the site 
boundary should not be directly lit. 

Bird Boxes 

5.14 As a measure to enhance the biodiversity value of the site, additional breeding bird 
provision will be installed on the walls of the new building or in the remaining trees. 
This will include a Schwegler bird house or 1B makes, or similar designs from 
alternative suppliers, and a Schwegler sparrow terrace 1SP. 

5.15 The bird boxes will be installed under the eaves of the building in the positions 
shown in Appendix A. The boxes should be installed at appropriate locations which 
are generally given to be facing north-east or north-west, although this matters little 
providing that the box entrance is sheltered from the prevailing wind and rain and 
sheltered from direct sunlight, and at least 2m from ground level.  

5.16 Once installed the boxes should be inspected annually outside of the main nesting 
bird season: between September and February, for evidence of nesting birds 
(evidence might include presence of an old nest and eggs, feathers and/or bird 
droppings). 

5.17 If old bird nests are found, these should be removed and where possible, the nest 
box cleaned with warm water. 

5.18 Where the bird boxes have not been used, the possibility of re-siting them to more 
suitable areas should be explored and advice should be sought from the project 
ecologist. 

5.19 Specific locations and installation of the bird boxes will be decided once all works 
have been completed to avoid any unnecessary disturbance to breeding birds (see 
Appendix C for bird box specifications).  

Log Piles  

5.20 It is recommended that log piles are included in the site to provide habitat for 
reptiles, great crested newts and stag beetles. The log piles will be made from neatly 
stacked cord wood, locally sourced where possible, and stacked approximately 1m in 
height, either in a pyramidal/cuboid shape (bound with wire to prevent them 
breaking apart over time) or stacked against a semi-mature/mature tree trunk. 
Arisings from any felled trees within the site could be used to construct the log piles. 

5.21 Log piles are ideal environments for reptiles; the surface of the structures might be 
used for basking and they might also be used as a refuge from predators. The dead 
wood also supports a diverse invertebrate fauna; a food source for reptiles. 

5.22 These should be maintained and repaired as necessary as part of the long-term 
management at the site. 
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Wildlife Planting 

5.23 The site can be enhanced through native plants and those known to have a high 
value to wildlife which can be incorporated in to the final design. A list of plants with 
value to wildlife is given in Appendix A. The areas chosen for this purpose will 
decided after the construction works to minimise disturbance to wildlife.  

Pond 

5.24 The pond can be enhanced through native planting with species including, but not 
limited to, curled pondweed (Potamogeton crispus), broad-leaved pondweed 
(Potamogeton natans), yellow flag iris (Iris pseudacorus), water mint (Mentha aquatica) 
and brooklime (Veronica beccabunga). 

Water 

5.25 It is suggested that water run-off is collected in water butts from the new building. 
This can then be used to water the land as required. This will serve to slow the water 
entering the landscape. 

5.26 If a new entrance track is to be laid it is suggested that a Permeable Drive material is 
used to reduce flood risk and slow water flow into the environment, whilst also 
allowing it to be available to the plants in the vicinity.  

5.27 Where rain water cannot be collected in a barrel it can enter soakaways which will 
again serve to slow down the water flow into the environment and ensure it is locally 
available for vegetation on site.  

Light  

5.28 As well as the issues caused by lighting highlighted with regard to bats, lighting can 
cause pollution and waste energy. It is proposed that low energy lighting is used on 
the site if required and in conjunction with timers and sensors to avoid these issues.  
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6. Maintenance 

Long Term Maintenance  
6.1 As stated earlier the proposed habitat enhancement measures, their management 

and maintenance should be undertaken by the client or their appointed contractors. 

Bat Boxes 

6.2 As stated in chapter 5, bat boxes do not need annual inspection/cleaning, and should 
be left alone unless under the supervision of a suitably licence bat ecologist. 

Bird Boxes 

6.3 Schwegler nest boxes are simple to install, inspect and clean and are built to last at 
least 25 years against damage by weather, rot or natural predators. The installation, 
inspection and cleaning should be undertaken by the clients appointed contractor. 
Inspection, and cleaning if necessary, should be undertaken outside of the main bird 
nesting season which runs from March to August inclusive3. 

Pond 

6.4 The pond should be kept from becoming too shaded by the removal of overhanging 
branches. This will serve to provide light for aquatic plants, and also reduce leaf fall 
into the water. 

6.5 The pond should have litter removed as and when required, and not less than 
annually, to maintain the aquatic habitat. Dumped rubbish must be removed as soon 
as is noticed and monitored bi-monthly. 

6.6 Ponds are not to be stocked with fish. 

6.7 Ponds are to be monitored for invasive non-native species. Should these be 
identified, an ecologist must be contacted to provide specialist advice and remove 
the species.  

6.8 The pond should be periodically de-silted and have the reeds thinned as required. 

Wildlife Planting 

6.9 All plants and vegetation will need to be maintained according to their individual 
requirements. However, shrubs should not be cut during the bird breeding season. 

6.10 Lower growing grasses and plants should be cut carefully in a controlled phased 
clearance if done during the active reptile period in order to enable wildlife to escape 
unharmed.  

                                                             
3 It should be noted that this is the main breeding period. Breeding activity might occur outside this period (depending on the 
particular species and geographical location of the site) and thus due care and attention should be given when undertaking 
potentially disturbing works at any time of year. 
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Waste  
6.11 Any waste generated will be disposed of in accordance with current legislation. The 

waste will be segregated as required, and stored in suitable containers. All waste 
removed off site will have an appropriate Transfer Note, or Consignment Note, as 
required.  

6.12 Where possible the waste hierarchy will be followed: 

 Waste prevention; 

 Reuse; 

 Recycle/ composting; 

 Other recovery; and 

 Disposal. 

6.13 During the ongoing maintenance of the site vegetative waste will be generated, 
primarily from grass cuttings and shrub/plant pruning. The vegetative waste will be 
composted where possible, although if there are diseased plants then these will be 
removed from site, and not composted, where appropriate. 
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Suggested Compensatory Planting  

This section provides a list of plants which are of proven value to wildlife. The list is not 
exhaustive and merely provides a guide for suggested planting for wildlife value. Planting 
should be tailored on a site by site basis. The list includes some native and ornamental 
species however the emphasis should always be on the use of predominantly native species.   

N = Native, NN = Non-native.  

This list includes species that might be harmful if handled or ingested. Schedule 9 (Part 2) of 
the Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981 (as amended) includes a list of invasive plants, 
including aquatic species, that should always be avoided in planting schemes.   

Large Shrubs 

Hedge veronica/Hebe (Veronica spp.) NN 

Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) N 

Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) N 

Rose: dog rose (Rosa canina), field rose (R. arvensis), burnet rose (R. pimpinellifolia) N  

California lilac (Ceanothus spp.), (C. arborea) NN 

Wild privet (Ligustrum vulgare) N 

Common holly (IIex aquifolium) N 

Barberry (Berberis spp.) (B. darwinii), (B. thunbergii), (B. x stenophylla) NN 

Daisy Bush (Olearia spp.), (O. x hastii), (O. macrodonta) and (O. traversii) NN  

Firethorn (Pyracantha coccinea) NN 

Hazel (Corylus avellana) N (C. maxima) NN 

Viburnum (Viburnum spp.), wayfaring tree (V. lantana) N, guelder rose (V. opulus) N, 
laurustinus (V. tinus) E Note: V. lantana can become invasive in more open habitats. 

Dogwood (Cornus sanguinea) N  

Broom (Cytisus scoparius) N 

Escallonia (Escallonia macrantha) NN  

Hardy fuchsia (Fuchsia magellanica) NN 

Buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica) N 

Spindle (Euonymus europaeus) N 

Tutsan (Hypericum androsaemum) N 

Yew (Taxus baccata) N 

Trees 

Cherry (Prunus spp.), wild cherry (P. avium), bird cherry (P. padus), domestic plum (P. 
domestica) N or cherry plum (P. cerasifera) NN  



 

 

Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) N 

Apple (Malus spp.), edible apple (M. domestica), crab apple (M. sylvestris) N 

Pear (Pyrus spp.), edible pear (P. communis) NN 

Small-leaved lime (Tilia cordata) N 

Silver birch (Betula pendula) N 

Yew (Taxus baccata) N 

Black poplar (Populus nigra) N 

Beech (Fagus sylvatica) N 

Climbers 

Jasmine (Jasminum spp.), summer jasmine (J. officinale), winter jasmine (J. nodiflorum) NN 

Ivy (Hedera helix) N 

Climbing hydrangea (Hydrangea anomala ssp. petiolaris) NN 

Honeysuckle (Lonicera spp.) (L. periclymenum) N  

Clematis (Clematis spp.) NN 

Hop (Humulus lupulus) N  

Firethorn (Pyracantha atalantioides) NN 

Nasturtium (Tropaeolum majus) NN  

Bulbs 

English bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta) N 

Squill species (Scilla spp.) N/NN 

Snowdrop (Galanthus nivalis) N 

Winter aconite (Eranthis hyemalis) E 

Crocus species (Crocus spp.) NN 

Wild Daffodil (Narcissus pseudonarcissus) N  

Onion species (Allium spp.) N/NN. N.B.  Allium triquetrum (three cornered leek) and Allium 
paradoxum (few-flowered leek) are Schedule 9 invasive plant species. 

Wood anemone (Anemone nemorosa) N 

Lesser celandine (Ficaria verna) N 
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Bat and Bird Box Designs  

Bird Boxes 

Example Type Dimension  
D x W x H (cm) 

Target Species Location 

 

Schwegler Nest Box 
1B 

Hole-fronted 

26mm entrance hole 

16 x 16 x 23 Multi-purpose, including: blue-, 
marsh-, coal and crested tit and 
possibly wren. All other species are 
prevented from using the nest box 
due to the smaller entrance hole. 

Suitable walls or semi-mature/mature trees and 
shrubs; attached to a tree trunk or hung from 
branches. Ideal points include discrete areas 
away from predators, such as against walls, 
plant and metal supports. 

 

 

Schwegler Bird 
House 

32mm entrance hole 

15 x 21 x 33 Multi-purpose, including: great-, 
blue-, marsh- and coal tit, redstart, 
nuthatch, pied flycatcher and 
sparrows. 

Fixed to a semi-mature/mature tree trunk, wall 
or fence using the hanging bracket on the back. 

Between 1.5 m and 3 m high, and should be 
sited higher if your area has a particularly high 
cat population. 



 

 

Example Type Dimension  
D x W x H (cm) 

Target Species Location 

 

Schwegler Sparrow 
Terrace 1SP  

20 x 43 x 24.5 House sparrow. It might also 
occasionally attract tits, redstarts 
and spotted flycatchers. 

In an elevated position such as on post/platform 
within dense shrub/tree planting or on top of 
lighting columns. Alternatively, they could be 
attached to the side of a building. 

The terrace can be fixed on to the surface of a 
suitable wall or incorporated into the wall. It is 
suitable for all types of houses in built-up areas, 
and on industrial and agricultural buildings such 
as barns, sheds and factories. Due to its weight 
(15kg), it is not suitable for fences or garden 
sheds. Ideally place the terrace two metres or 
more above the ground. Either install on the 
surface of the wall using the plugs and screws 
provided, or install directly into the wall 
Cleaning is not necessary. The front panel can 
be removed by turning the screw hook. 

 

 

  



 

 

Bat Boxes 

Example Type 
Dimension  

D x W x H (cm) Target Species Location 

 

2F Schwegler Bat 
Box (General 
Purpose) with or 
without Double Front 
Panel 

16 x 16 x 33 Without panel: 

Particularly successful with brown 
long-eared bat. Also used by noctule. 

With panel: 

Ideal for crevice-dwelling species: 
pipistrelles, Myotis species 
(particularly Daubenton’s), Leisler’s 
and serotine. 

On trees or buildings and at a height of 3 to 6m.  

In open sunny positions and in groups of 3 to 5 
facing different directions.   

Please note that once bats have inhabited a 
roost site they may only be disturbed by 
licensed bat workers. 

 

Chavenage Bat Box 10 x 18 x 38 Small crevice-dwelling bats e.g. 
pipistrelles. 

On trees in gardens or woodland and also on 
house walls. 2.5 - 5m high on a building, 
mature tree or vegetation line (trees/tall hedge) 
or on a feeding/flight route in partial daytime 
sun. 

Please note that once bats have inhabited a 
roost site they may only be disturbed by 
licensed bat workers. 
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Ecosystems Service Statement  

Following from the guidance provided by the South Downs National Park Authority, the 
information below outlines how the proposed development at Pondtail Wood, Albourne, 
aims to improve the natural environment, and benefits people gain from it. 

The aspect of the proposed development is stated, followed by the letters of the opportunity 
to enhance the use of the natural environment from the list beneath.   

1. Building on a small development footprint: A, B, H, and I. 
2. Installation of a water butt, permeable driveway (if applicable) and soakaway A, C, D, 

E and G 
3. Building materials to be resourced locally and other materials to be reused or 

sourced from ethical supply chains: E and I. 
4. Retention of biological habitat within the plan, with minimal additional hardstanding: 

A, B, C, D, G, H, I, J, and K. 
5. Installation of bat and bird boxes: B, J, and K. 
6. Safeguard wildlife habitats and protected species: B. 
7. Installation of log pile house, compost heap and pond management: B, C, G, H, I, J 

and K 
8. Protection and retain existing trees: F and K. 
9. New native planting including a wildflower area: B, F and K. 
10. Lighting to use timer and low energy bulbs to reduce carbon and light spill: I.  

 

A) Sustainably manage land and water environments; 

B) Protect and provide more, better and joined up natural habitats; 

C) Conserve water resources and improve water quality; 

D) Manage and mitigate the risk of flooding; 

E) Improve the National Park’s resilience to, and mitigation of, climate change; 

F) Increase the ability to store carbon through new planting or other means; 

G) Conserve and enhance soils; 

H) Support the sustainable production and use of food, forestry and raw materials; 

I) Reduce levels of pollution; 

J) Improve opportunities for peoples’ health and wellbeing; 

K) Provide opportunities for access to the natural and cultural resources which contribute to 
the special qualities. 
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Phlorum Limited 
Head Office & Registered Office: 
Unit 12 
Hunns Mere Way 
Woodingdean 
Brighton 
East Sussex 
BN2 6AH 
T: 01273 307 167 
 
Northern Office: 
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Towers Business Park 
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Didsbury 
Manchester 
M20 2YY 
T: 0161 955 4250 
 
Western Office: 
One Caspian Point 
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Cardiff Bay 
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T: 029 2092 0820 


