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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Purpose 
 
This Design & Access Statement is written to support the application for planning consent at 1 Cattle Market, 
Hexham for the extension and alteration of the existing private dwelling. It is to be read in conjunction with 
drawings 1393_PA01, PE01, PE02, PE03, PE04, PE05, PP01, PP02, PP03, PP04, PP05, PP06 and PP07; and the 
Outline specification of works. 

1.1 Design Approach 
 
Seeking planning permission for:  Change of Use from retail to residential use to upper floors of No.1 Cattle 
Market and all floors of No.2 Eastgate, installation of 3 no. Conservation style roof lights, removal of outside 
modern WC block and flat roof lobby in rear yard, re-instatement of windows and doors on the Eastgate 
elevation, re-instatement of ghost sign to gable elevation of No.1 Cattle Market. 

The design approach is to reorganise the internal layout of the existing buildings in such a way that the building 
has a sustainable future with a smaller retail unit and two self contained residential units in the form of town 
houses. 

The following elements of the property are to be altered 
 Demolition of lean-to toilet block and single storey flat roof extensions in the courtyard. 
 Re-introducing windows of the original proportions to the Eastgate elevation 
 Restoring the front elevation to its original appearance and finish, retaining the existing sash windows 

and providing secondary internal glazing. 
 Creating a new entry to the front residential unit from the courtyard. 
 Reinstating pedestrian access from Eastgate. 
 Reorganising the internal layout to provide a two bedroom house, a one bedroom house and a smaller 

retail unit with modern staff facilities 
. 
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1.2 Use 
 
The buildings are currently vacant having previously being used as a retail pharmacy, with the shop on ground 
floor in the front and middle blocks, storage on the 3 upper floor of the front block and staff facilities on the first 
floor of the rear block. 
 

1.3 Amount 
 
There is no change to the scale or volume of the existing buildings, the proposed works reorganize the interior 
layout to form a smaller retail unit and two town houses in the front and rear blocks. 
The elevations are to be renovated with historic window/door openings reinstated. 
 

1.4 Layout 
 
The existing layout has been altered from the historical layout to accommodate a retail pharmacy across the 
whole site. Originally the building was subdivided into three distinct areas, with retail and residential areas 
(please refer to the Heritage Statement). 
The proposed scheme involves subdividing the buildings into a smaller retail unit with residential above both 
with access from a communal lobby retaining use of the original shop entrance. The rear block will be converted 
into residential with access from the revitalised courtyard and will include the reinstatement of the historic 
façade. 
 

1.5 Scale 
 
There is no proposed changed to the scale or massing of the existing buildings, all external works involve the 
repair of facades, reinstatement of historic windows and doors and the addition of conservation roof lights to 
the rear elevation of the front block. 

 

1.6 Landscape 
 
The existing Buildings are bounded on two sides by roads and public footpaths (Cattle Market & Eastgate), the 
other two boundaries are formed with party walls of adjoining properties. The only external space is the 
courtyard which is fully enclosed and links the rear of the retail/front residential units and the main entrance to 
the rear residential unit. The proposals allow for the demolition and removal of a brick/slate lean-to toilet block 
and a flat roof brick porch extension neither of which are not original features. With the courtyard opened up a 
new external stairs will allow access to the front residential unit. There is some historical evidence to suggest 
that there was an original entrance to the half landing. 
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1.7 Appearance 
 
The existing buildings retain many historical features of the original properties, the shop front is of particular 
merit and is to be retained in its entirety. 

There is evidence of an original signage on the Eastgate elevation of the front block, it is intended to retain and 
restore so far as is practical when remedial works are carried out to the render/paint finish to the façade. 

All other works are designed to restore the original appearance of the buildings forming this application. 

 

1.8 Access 
 
The site is located on the corner of Cattle Market and Eastgate B6306 which is a busy road junction within the 
central business district of Hexham. The retail unit and front residential unit (1 Cattle Market) have level access 
from the footpath into a common lobby and then into the respective properties. The second residential unit (2 
Eastgate) is accessed through a communal entrance into the courtyard affording level access. In addition to this 
primary access there is a secondary access using the reinstated historical access from Eastgate which is accessed 
using a single step from the rear of the footpath. 
All three properties benefit from the communal rear access into the court yard using a reinstated historical door 
opening in the single storey block linking the front and rear residential units, this doorway is set back to mitigate 
against the restricted width of the footpath adjacent to the building. 
All three properties have access to a secure bin store from the courtyard, the bin store will have a new opening 
onto Eastgate formed from an historic window opening, allowing ease of access for emptying the bins. 

 
 

 

  


