
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

Tree Survey Report 

 

Braemar Golf Club – Proposed Tennis Court 

Client:  Braemar Golf Club 

 

 

29th October 2021 

Ref: BGC-2110-TR 

8th November 2021 

Ref: BGC-2110-TR-A 



 

 
 

   
Braemar Golf Club 2 

 

 

Tree Survey 

Braemar Golf Club– Proposed Tennis Court 

Contents 

Summary  ................................................................................................................................... 3 
Introduction  ................................................................................................................................... 3 

Scope of Survey .................................................................................................................................................. 3 
Study Aim ............................................................................................................................................................ 3 
Study Objectives: ................................................................................................................................................ 3 
Limitations ......................................................................................................................................................... 4 
Desk Study ......................................................................................................................................................... 4 
Site Visit and Tree Assessment Methodology ............................................................................................... 4 

Site Description & Proposed Development ........................................................................................ 5 

Site Location ....................................................................................................................................................... 5 
Site Description .................................................................................................................................................. 5 
Development Proposals ................................................................................................................................... 6 
Tree Preservation Orders / Conservation Areas ............................................................................................ 6 
Tree Species in Survey Area ............................................................................................................................. 6 

Arboricultural Impact .......................................................................................................................... 6 

Car Park Area ..................................................................................................................................................... 6 
Materials Storage Area ..................................................................................................................................... 6 
Bus Drop Off Area ............................................................................................................................................. 6 
Tennis Courts ...................................................................................................................................................... 7 
Trees to be felled................................................................................................................................................ 7 
Tree Management Works ................................................................................................................................. 7 
Tree Protection .................................................................................................................................................. 8 

Bat Roost Potential .............................................................................................................................. 8 
Site Photos 9 
Arboricultural Method Statement ..................................................................................................... 11 

General ............................................................................................................................................................... 11 
Sequence of Operations ................................................................................................................................... 11 
General Precautions ......................................................................................................................................... 12 
Supervision and Monitoring ........................................................................................................................... 12 
Contingency Plans ............................................................................................................................................ 12 
Damage Limitation ........................................................................................................................................... 13 

Appendix A: Tree Schedule .......................................................................................................... 14 
Appendix B: Tree Life Stages from BS 5837 ................................................................................ 19 
Appendix C: Tree Life Stages from BS: 5837 ............................................................................... 20 
Appendix D: Drawings ................................................................................................................. 20 
Appendix E: Legislation, Guidance and References ................................................................... 20 
Appendix F:  Professional Qualifications ..................................................................................... 21 
Appendix G: Contact Details ......................................................................................................... 21 
Appendix H: Protective Barrier & Ground Protection - BS: 5837 - 2012 ....................................... 22 

 

8th November 2021 

Ref: BGC-2110-TR-A 



 

 
 

   
Braemar Golf Club 3 

 

Tree Survey 

Braemar Golf Club– Proposed Tennis Court 

Summary 

The proposal is for two tennis courts and car parking on an area of existing hardstanding/ 
parking. 

A total of 76 trees have been surveyed. 
The trees are semi-mature to mature, with the majority being aspen and birch. 
Eight trees are to be removed for health and safety 
Sixteen trees are to be removed to accommodate the development 

The car park in the area of trees 28 and 30 will be laid over existing hard standing, with no 
excavation and the rootplates of these trees will not be damaged. Any incursions into the 
rootplates of the retained trees are minor and will not damage the health of the trees.  

 

Introduction 

Scope of Survey 

Astell Associates have been instructed by Moxon Architects Ltd on behalf of Braemar Golf Club 
to advise on trees and the constraints on development at Braemar Golf Club.  

This report is intended to accompany the Planning Application as a document supporting the 
application and demonstrating that the implications of the proposed development on the 
arboricultural, landscape and cultural (conservation) value of the trees on the site have been 
fully considered. 

Study Aim 

The aim is to identify any tree constraints to inform the proposed development of the site..  

Study Objectives: 

• Map the location and characteristics of the trees and tree groups within and adjacent to the 
site, which could be affected by the development proposals 

• Identify trees which would be removed as part of normal arboricultural management (i.e. 
dead/unviable trees) 

• Assess trees for bat roosting potential 
• Identify any constraints or threats which may impact future management of the trees. 
• Provide outline management recommendations to designed to retain trees and tree groups 

on or adjacent to the site 
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Limitations 

 This is a preliminary assessment from ground level and observations have been made solely 
from visual inspection for the purposes of assessment for planning and the proposed 
development.  

 No invasive or other detailed internal decay detection instruments have been used in 
assessing trunk condition. 

 No soil samples have been taken and no soil analysis carried out. 

 The conclusions relate to conditions found at the time of inspection. The recommendations 
contained within this report (Tree Schedule) are valid for a period of one year only.  

 Any significant alteration to the site that may affect the trees that are present (including level 
changes, hydrological changes, extreme climatic events or other site works) may necessitate 
a re-assessment of the trees and the site. 

 It should be noted that this survey is not a tree safety inspection. It is carried out in order to 
inform the planning process 
 

Desk Study 

A desk study has been carried out to ascertain any Tree Protection Orders or Statutory 
designations for the area (Ancient Woodland or National Forest Inventory) 

Site Visit and Tree Assessment Methodology 

 A site visit was undertaken on 13 October 2021 by Nigel Astell.  

 Trees have been surveyed from ground level with binoculars to survey features at height. 

 The Visual Tree Assessment method (Mattheck and Breloer, 1994) has been used to assess 
the trees. 

 Standards and methodology from BS5837:2012 – ‘Trees in relation to design, demolition and 
construction – Recommendations’ (BSI, 2012) and Arboricultural Association Guidance Note 7 
‘Tree Surveys: A Guide to Good Practice’ have been used, along with the Aberdeen Local 
Development Plan Supplementary Guidance: ‘Trees and Woodlands’ (2017)  

 A Hypsometer has been used to establish tree heights, with visual estimates being used for 
trees in close proximity. 

 All trees with a diameter of over 12cm (15cm in woodland) have been numbered with plastic 
‘letratag’ numbers. 

 Trees have been surveyed for tree species, height, number of stems, stem diameter, branch 
spread, tree category and suitability for retention. 

 Trees have been surveyed from ground level for bat roosting potential to inform of any 
further survey work that may be required on trees affected by the proposals. 

 Canopy spread has been estimated by pacing and dimensions given to N, S, E & W. 

 The trees have been positioned by a topographic survey carried out by Phase Surveys. 

 Details of surveyed trees are provided in The Tree Survey Schedule, Appendix A.  Refer to 
drawing BGC-2110-AA, which is a plan showing the location of each tree and its arboricultural 
tree category.  
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Site Description & Proposed Development  

Site Location 

 

Figure 1. Site location outlined in red. Grid ref: NO150903. Postcode: AB35 5XX. 

Site Description 

 
Figure 2. Aerial photograph of site, showing site boundaries marked in red.  

 

The site is the parking area of the Braemar Golf Club, a golf course approximately 1 km south of 
Braemar.  It is situated within the Cairngorms National Park and it is surrounded by area of 
woodland, hills with heather moorland, and farmland. The parking area is an area of 
hardstanding surrounded by aspen poplars and is approximately 0.5 ha in size. The golfcourse 
surrounds the parking area on the north, south, and east sides. There is a small area of birch 
wood to the west of the parking area, a small part of which also falls within the site boundary.  
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Development Proposals 

The development proposal is for the construction of two tennis courts, the restoration of the 
parking area, and the construction of a bus drop-off lay-by. 

Tree Preservation Orders / Conservation Areas 

The site is not situated within a Conservation Area, and there are no Tree Preservation Orders at 
the site.  

Tree Species in Survey Area 

Common Name Scientific name No  Common Name Scientific name No 

Aspen Populus tremuloides 46  Field maple Acer campestre 1 

Birch Betula pendula 24  Horse chestnut Aesculus hippocastanum 2 

Bird cherry Prunus padus 1  Willow Salix sp. 1 

Copper beech Fagus sylvatica 1 

 

Arboricultural Impact 

Car Park Area 

The existing car park is hard standing, which has been laid to within one meter of the trees along 
western edge. In areas, grass and other perennials have colonized the parts of the hard standing 
which are infrequently used. This has given the car park a ‘wavy’ edge. 

Blended hardcore is to be laid over the existing carpark surface to renovate the carpark. This will 
not affect the rootplates of the trees surrounding the carpark on the north and south sides. The 
parking area is to be extended to the west, into the grass/hardcore area under the trees. This 
extension will be within the Root Protection Area of Aspens 28 and 30 trees, both mature B-class 
trees. As there is no excavation, only up-filling of the surface layer, these two trees will be 
unaffected. 

There will be no excavation to create the car parking area. The new graded surface will be 
spread over the existing level, and compacted. 

Materials Storage Area 

The proposed material storage location in the north of the site is within the root protection area 
of six C-class aspens. Of these, trees 8, 10, 11 and 12 will have to be felled to make way for the 
storage area. Trees 9 and 13 have rot in their trunks and are to be felled for woodland 
management. 

Bus Drop Off Area 

The bus drop-off lay-by is to be constructed on an area of birchwood in the west of the site, 
necessitating the felling of 11 trees (birch trees 57, 58, 59, 61, 62, 63, 69, 70 and 72, Willow 60 and 
Bird Cherry 66). After these trees have been felled the roots and topsoil will be excavated and 
sub-base imported and spread. This will be covered with a tarmacadam road surface. A small 
amount of the root plates of trees 64, 68 and 71 will be affected by the excavations in the 
forming of the bus parking area, but the damage will be minor and will not affect the health of 
these trees. 
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Tennis Courts 

Semi-mature birch trees 55 and 56 will have to be felled for the proposed tennis court. No other 
trees area affected by the proposed tennis courts. 

The netting of the tennis court will be attached to posts embedded into the ground. Augers will 
be used to drill holes in which the net supports can be placed and concreted in. These small 
holes will not affect the root plates of these trees.  

The western tennis court adjacent to the car park is located on top of the existing car park, and 
the playing surface can be installed on this existing hard standing, with no damage to the roots 
of the trees under it. The eastern tennis court is to be constructed on topsoil, outwith the root 
protection areas of the trees. Topsoil can be excavated in this area and sub-base imported to 
form the tennis court, without affecting the root plates of retained trees. 

Trees to be felled 

The following trees will be felled for the proposed development:  

8 Horse chestnut 10 Aspen 11 Aspen 12 Aspen 

55 Birch 56 Birch 57 Birch 58 Birch 

59 Birch 60 Willow 61 Birch 62 Birch 

63 Birch 66 Bird Cherry 69 Birch 70 Birch 

72 Birch    

 
The following trees will be felled for woodland management or health and safety:  

9 Aspen 13 Aspen 16  Aspen  24  Aspen 

25  Aspen 49  Aspen 52  Aspen 54  Aspen 

 
Tree Management Works 

It is recommended that the following trees should be deadwooded for management. 

4 Aspen 14 Aspen 15 Aspen 17 Aspen 19 Aspen 

20 Aspen 21 Aspen 22 Aspen 31 Aspen 33 Aspen 

37 Aspen 39 Aspen 44 Aspen 45 Aspen 47 Aspen 

48 Aspen 51 Aspen    

 
In addition, Aspen 51 should have its canopy thinned to remove splitting branches. 
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Tree Protection 

All trees shown as retained within the tree table and site plans that accompany this report will 
be protected in accordance with British Standard BS: 5837 2012 - Trees in Relation to Design, 
Demolition and Construction, prior to the commencement of any development activity at the 
site.  

Tree Protection fencing will be erected in the location shown in Drawing BGC-2110-TP 
(Appendix D). Details of fencing can be found in Appendix H.  

Tree felling and remedial tree works should be undertaken before this fencing is erected.  

After any tree felling and remedial tree works have been completed, the tree protection fencing 
must be erected before any demolition, site preparation or construction work commences, i.e. 
as the first operation on site following Planning Approval.  

The tree schedule with details of each tree is given in Appendix A 
 

Bat Roost Potential 

As part of the tree survey, all trees were surveyed from ground level for features which indicate 
that they could have bat roosting potential. This includes features such as holes and cavities, 
cracks / splits in major limbs, loose bark. Such features are more commonly found on mature or 
veteran trees. 

None of the surveyed trees has bat roosting potential, when surveyed from ground level. 
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Site Photos 

 

Photo 1:  
View north, showing the 
line of aspen on the 
north boundary of the 
site. Trees 9, 10, 11 and 12 
will be felled for the 
materials storage area. 

 

Photo 2:  
View northwest, 
showing aspens 
surrounding the parking 
area. 

 

Photo 3:  
View south, showing the 
birchwoods in the west 
of the site. 
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Photo 4:  
View south, with the 
birchwoods on the right 
and the aspens to the 
west of the parking area 
on the left. 

 

Photo 5:  
View south, showing the 
group of aspens and one 
copper beech in the 
southeast corner of the 
site, adjacent to the 
pavilion. 

 

Photo 6:  
View southeast, showing 
the group of trees on the 
southeast corner of the 
site and semi-mature 
birch trees 55 and 56 on 
the east boundary, 
which are to be felled for 
the tennis courts. 
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Arboricultural Method Statement 

General 

This is an Arboricultural Method Statement highlighting the sequence of operations that will be 
undertaken.  

This section sets out the basis for all proposed works in relation to the proposed development in 
proximity to trees located within the development site boundary and for those trees outside the 
development site boundary where they overhang the site or where their RPAs extend into the 
site. 

Copies of this Arboricultural Method Statement document will be available for inspection on site 
and will form the basis of the management of all works relating to the trees on the site for the 
Site Agent/Project Manager following commencement of the project. 

The developer will inform the Local Planning Authority of the Arboricultural Consultant 
overseeing and monitoring the works related to the trees retained on site and will notify the 
Local Planning Authority within twenty-four hours if the Arboricultural Consultant is replaced. 

Sequence of Operations 

1. All tree works detailed on the tree schedule (Appendix A and Arboricultural Impact section) 
will be carried out to BS:3998. 

2. The tree protection fences will be marked out by the Arboricultural Consultant together 
with the site manager, all as per plan BGC-2110-TP. 

3. The tree protection fences will be erected by fencing contractors. 

4. The tree protection fences will consist of a scaffold framework in accordance with Figure 2 
of BS 5837:2012 (Appendix D). Alternatively wooden posts can be sunk into the ground for 
75cm and deer netting (Rylock) attached to a height of 1.8m. This fencing will have 
horizontal battens at 1.0 and 1.8m and will have diagonal supports where necessary. 

5. The tree protection fencing will be inspected by the arboricultural consultant and its correct 
position and construction will be confirmed in writing to the architect and client. 

6. Protective barrier site notices (similar to those presented in Appendix E) will be attached to 
the exterior of the tree protection fencing where they can be read easily by site personnel. 

7. The tree protection fences will remain in place until completion of the main construction 
phase. 

8. The appointed arboricultural consultant will visit the site monthly and inspect the tree 
protection fencing to ensure it is still correctly positioned. This will be confirmed in writing 
to the project manager. 
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General Precautions 

9. No materials which are likely to have an adverse effect on tree health with be stored or 
discharged within 10m of the base of a tree which is to be retained. Further considerations 
will be given to storage of materials upslope of retained trees to minimise the risk of 
spillages leaching down-slope and contaminating the root protection area of a tree. 
Such materials include, but are not limited to: 

 Oil 

 Bitumen 

 Cement 

10. No fires will be lit within 20m of the base of any tree which is to be retained. 

11. Concrete mixing will not take place within 10m of the base of any tree which is to be 
retained. 

12. Other than works detailed in this method statement, or approved by the local planning 
authority, no works (including the storage or dumping of materials, or the storage or 
operation of plant or machinery) shall take place within the construction exclusion zones 
set out by the tree protection fences. 

Supervision and Monitoring 

An Arboricultural Consultant will be responsible for monitoring of all operations relating to 
arboricultural issues and will issue a written confirmation of completion of the following 
operations: 

 All tree works. 

 The erection of tree protection fences in accordance with plan BGC-2110-TP. 

 The excavation of trenches for any services close to trees. 

A record of site visits completed by the arboricultural consultant will be maintained for 
inspection on site, and copies will be forwarded to the project manager. 

Any operations within the Construction Exclusion Zones of retained trees including the 
dismantling and erection of tree protection fencing will be overseen and supervised by the 
appointed arboricultural consultant. 

Contingency Plans 

In the event of unforeseen incidents occurring which may adversely affect or impact the welfare 
or security of trees, the site manager will inform the Arboricultural Consultant at the earliest 
opportunity, and not more than one working day following the incident. 

The arboricultural consultant will visit the site to inspect and assess the conditions and make 
appropriate recommendations. The Local Planning Authority Tree Officer will be informed by the 
Arboricultural Consultant of such incidents and recommendations will be submitted for approval 
by the Local Planning Authority. 

A record of such incidents and recommendations shall be maintained by the Arboricultural 
Consultant. 
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Incidents which merit such contingency plans include: 

 Accidental/unauthorized damage to the limbs, roots, or trunk of trees 

 The spillage of chemicals within or adjacent to a root protection area 

 The discharge of toxic materials/waste within or adjacent to a root protection area 

 The unscheduled or unsupervised breaching of the tree protection fence 
 

Damage Limitation 

Any operations within the Construction Exclusion Zones of retained trees including the 
dismantling and erection of tree protection fencing will be overseen and supervised by the 
appointed arboricultural consultant. 

Where excavation is required within the Root Protection Area, this will be undertaken by hand, 
from within the footprint of the plot and should be overseen by the appointed arboricultural 
consultant. 
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Appendix A: Tree Schedule 

No Species 
Dia at 
1.5m 
(cm) 

Canopy Radius (m) 
Height 

(m) 
RPA 
(m) 

Age Class Description Action  
N S E W 

1 Birch 17, 16 2 3 2 2 5 2.8 M B Tree appears healthy. Retain. 

2 Birch 42 4 4 4 4 7 5.0 S/M B Multi-stemmed from 1.25 m. Tree has multi-branched canopy. Retain. 

3 Aspen 20 1 2 3 1 8 2.4 S/M C Canopy one-sided to east, tree appears healthy. Retain at present. 

4 Aspen 57 6 6 5 5 15 6.8 M B Tree leans northeast, some deadwood and snags, appears 
healthy. 

Remove deadwood and retain. 

5 Aspen 71 6 6 6 6 17 8.5 M B Some deadwood, but tree appears healthy. Remove deadwood and retain. 

6 Horse chestnut 16 4 3 4 4 6 1.9 S/M C Top of tree has come off in past but tree is recovering.  Retain and inspect at regular 
intervals. 

7 Field Maple 17, 15 4 4 3 3 6 2.7 M B Twin-stemmed from base, some damage on northeast limb but 
tree appears healthy. 

Retain. 

8 Horse chestnut 23 4 3 2 3 7 2.8 S/M B Tree appears healthy. Fell for proposed materials 
storage area. 

9 Aspen 43 5 4 5 3 13 5.2 M C Originally twin-stemmed from 2.5 m. South limb has come off and 
there is rot on the surface. 

Fell for management. 

10 Aspen 71 7 8 6 3 18 8.5 M C Deadwood and snags apparent. Fell for proposed materials 
storage area. 

11 Aspen 56 8 1 5 3 16 6.7 M C Twin-stemmed from 11 m. Tree leans northeast. There is 
deadwood and snags and the tree has a one-sided canopy north. 

Fell for proposed materials 
storage area. 

12 Aspen 45 2 1 3 1 17 5.4 M C Tree has a substantial deadwood and a small canopy. Fell for proposed materials 
storage area. 

13 Aspen 57 7 6 5 2 19 6.8 M C Twin-stemmed from 8 m, with deadwood and snags apparent. 
North limb suppressed. 

Fell for management. 
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No Species 
Dia at 
1.5m 
(cm) 

Canopy Radius (m) 
Height 

(m) 
RPA 
(m) 

Age Class Description Action  
N S E W 

14 Aspen 67 6 7 4 3 18 8.0 M C Tree leans northeast, some deadwood and snags. Remove deadwood and retain. 

15 Aspen 55 8 2 4 6 17 6.6 M C Tree leans northeast, with a substantial amount of deadwood 
in the canopy. Tree has a one-sided canopy northeast. 

Remove deadwood and inspect 
at regular intervals. 

16 Aspen 35 4 5 2 1 14 4.2 M U Twin-stemmed from 6 m, with a suppressed canopy. Substantial 
amounts of deadwood. 

Fell for health and safety. 

17 Aspen 51 6 7 5 4 18 6.1 M C Substantial amount of deadwood in canopy. Fungal 
fructifications apparent from 0.8 to 2.4 m. 

Remove deadwood and 
inspected at regular intervals. 

18 Aspen 57 7 3 3 5 18 6.8 M C Twin-stemmed from 3 m, substantial lean north, with a one-
sided canopy north, appears healthy. 

Retain at present. 

19 Aspen 50 6 3 5 3 19 6.0 M C One-sided canopy north, some deadwood apparent, appears 
healthy. 

Remove deadwood and retain. 

20 Aspen 58 5 4 4 6 18 7.0 M C Tree has a one-sided canopy north, with deadwood and snags. Remove deadwood and retain. 

21 Aspen 67 7 4 7 6 19 8.0 M C Twin-stemmed from 9 m. Lean north, with deadwood and 
snags. 

Remove deadwood and retain. 

22 Aspen 71 7 3 8 7 17 8.5 M C Tree has a one sided canopy and slight lean north. Deadwood 
and snags apparent. 

Remove deadwood and retain. 

23 Aspen 19 2 2 2 2 8 2.3 M B Tree has a slight lean north, appears healthy. Retain. 

24 Aspen 70 5 4 1 8 19 8.4 M C Tree leans north and has  a one-sided canopy north. Substantial 
deadwood present. 

Fell. 

25 Aspen 75 4 7 7 8 18 9.0 M U Twin-stemmed from 7 m, deadwood and snags apparent. 
Substantial cavity at 1.8 m to south, with substantial rot. 

Fell for health and safety. 

26 Aspen 11 2 2 2 4 16 1.3 S/M B Canopy suppressed by neighbouring tree (25). Retain. 

27 Birch 10 1 1 1 1 5 1.2 S/M B Canopy suppressed by neighbouring trees (25 & 28). Retain. 

28 Aspen 37 4 6 5 5 14 4.4 M B Tree appears healthy. Retain. 

29 Birch 16 1 2 1 2 8 1.9 S/M B Twin-stemmed from 3 m, tree appears healthy. Retain. 
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No Species 
Dia at 
1.5m 
(cm) 

Canopy Radius (m) 
Height 

(m) 
RPA 
(m) 

Age Class Description Action  
N S E W 

30 Aspen 37 5 6 6 7 14 4.4 M B Twin-stemmed from 2.5 m, tree appears healthy. Retain. 

31 Aspen 36 8 2 7 2 19 4.3 M C Tree leans north, with a one-sided canopy northeast. 
Deadwood apparent. 

Remove deadwood and retain. 

32 Aspen 42 7 2 5 7 17 5.0 M C Tree leans northwest. Canopy one-sided northwest. Retain at present. 

33 Aspen 66 6 7 4 7 16 7.9 M C Twin-stemmed from 2.5 m, one-sided canopy west. Deadwood 
apparent and there is a cavity with some rot to west at 1.75. 

Remove deadwood and 
inspected at regular intervals. 

34 Aspen 44 4 5 2 4 18 5.3 M C One-sided canopy south. Tree appears healthy. Retain at present. 

35 Aspen 41 3 5 2 2 18 4.9 M C One-sided canopy south. Tree appears healthy. Retain at present. 

36 Aspen 19 1 3 1 1 13 2.3 S/M C One-sided canopy south, tree suppressed by neighbouring tree. Retain at present. 

37 Aspen 46 4 5 3 1 17 5.5 M C One-sided canopy south. Deadwood and snags apparent. Remove deadwood and 
inspected at regular intervals. 

38 Aspen 41 6 1 4 3 18 4.9 M C Twin-stemmed from 8 m. One-sided canopy north, appears 
healthy. 

Retain at present. 

39 Aspen 58 6 5 5 1 17 7.0 M C Tree leans northeast, one-sided canopy southeast. Deadwood 
apparent. 

Remove deadwood and retain. 

40 Aspen 47 5 4 4 2 18 5.6 M B Tree appears healthy. Retain. 

41 Aspen 26 4 1 3 2 12 3.1 S/M B Tree appears healthy. Retain. 

42 Aspen 14 4 - 3 2 9 1.7 S/M C Suppressed tree with a one-sided canopy northeast. Retain at present. 

43 Aspen 18 1 3 2 - 7 2.2 S/M C Tree leans south, with a one-sided canopy south. Retain at present. 

44 Aspen 21 2 3 1 1 14 2.5 S/M C Tree has a one-sided canopy south. Deadwood apparent Remove deadwood and retain. 

45 Aspen 22 3 3 2 1 15 2.6 S/M C Tree has a one-sided canopy south. Deadwood apparent Remove deadwood and retain. 

46 Aspen 33 4 3 3 3 11 4.0 M C Twin-stemmed from 4 m, leans north, appears healthy. Retain at present. 

47 Aspen 58 7 2 5 6 16 7.0 M C Tree leans north, with a one-sided canopy north. Deadwood 
apparent. 

Remove deadwood and retain. 
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No Species 
Dia at 
1.5m 
(cm) 

Canopy Radius (m) 
Height 

(m) 
RPA 
(m) 

Age Class Description Action  
N S E W 

48 Aspen 61 5 4 5 6 15 7.3 M C Tree leans west and is twin-stemmed from 2.5 m . Canopy 
mainly one-sided west with substantial deadwood. 

Remove deadwood and 
inspected at regular intervals. 

49 Aspen 31 3 2 4 2 16 3.7 M U Tree leans east, with a one-sided canopy northeast. There is a 
cavity with rot at 1.5 m.  

Fell for health and safety. 

50 Copper beech 16 3 2 4 3 8 1.9 S/M B Tree has a slight lean north, with a one-sided canopy north, 
appears healthy. 

Retain. 

51 Aspen 64 7 5 4 4 16 7.7 M C Tree leans east and is twin-stemmed from 2 m. Tree has a one-
sided canopy east with deadwood, snags, and splitting 
branches apparent. 

Thin canopy to remove splitting 
branches and remove 
deadwood. Retain and inspect 
at regular intervals.. 

52 Aspen 36 6 5 4 - 14 4.3 M U Tree leans east, with a one-sided canopy east. The tree is hollow. Fell for health and safety 

53 Aspen 45 5 4 4 1 14 5.4 M C Tree leans northeast, with a one-sided canopy east. Retain at present. 

54 Aspen 35 1 3 2 1 14 4.2 M U Tree leans south, with a one-sided, dying, canopy southeast. 
There is a cavity at 3.5 m to southeast. 

Fell for health and safety. 

55 Birch 24 2 2 2 2 7 2.9 M B Tree appears healthy. Fell for proposed tennis court. 

56 Birch 14 2 2 2 2 6 1.7 S/M B Tree appears healthy. Fell for proposed tennis court. 

57 Birch 21 4 2 3 2 9 2.5 M B Twin-stemmed from 2.5 m, with a one-sided canopy north, 
appears healthy. 

Fell for proposals. 

58 Birch 18 3 2 4 1 9 2.2 M B One-sided canopy north, tree leans north. Fell for proposals. 

59 Birch 19 3 2 1 2 10 2.3 M B One-sided canopy north, tree leans west. Fell for proposals. 

60 Willow 31 7 6 2 3 11 3.7 M C Canopy suppressed to east. Tree originally three-stemmed from 
base. West limbs have been removed. 

Fell for proposals. 

61 Birch 13 1 1 1 1 10 1.6 M C Canopy suppressed by neighbouring trees. Fell for proposals. 

62 Birch 15 2 2 2 1 10 1.8 M B Tree appears healthy. Fell for proposals. 

63 Birch 21 1 2 2 1 11 2.5 M B Tree leans east, with a one-sided canopy east-southeast. Fell for proposals. 
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No Species 
Dia at 
1.5m 
(cm) 

Canopy Radius (m) 
Height 

(m) 
RPA 
(m) 

Age Class Description Action  
N S E W 

64 Birch 26, 19 4 5 2 3 11 3.9 M C Twin-stemmed from 1 m, leans south with a one-sided canopy 
south and southwest. 

Retain at present. 

65 Birch 16, 14, 8 3 2 1 2 10 2.7 M B Three-stemmed from base, appears healthy. Retain. 

66 Bird Cherry 27 3 4 3 3 10 3.2 M B Tree appears healthy. Fell for proposals. 

67 Birch 18, 12, 6 4 1 2 3 11 2.7 M B Tree has a slight lean north, appears healthy. Retain. 

68 Birch 14, 13 3 2 2 2 10 2.3 M B Twin-stemmed from 1 m, appears healthy. Retain. 

69 Birch 16, 14 5 3 3 2 12 2.6 M B Twin-stemmed from 0.8 m, appears healthy. Fell for proposals. 

70 Birch 18 3 2 2 1 11 2.2 M C Tree leans south, appears healthy. Fell for proposals. 

71 Birch 12, 12, 
12, 12, 

12, 11, 6 

3 3 4 4 10 3.5 M C Multi-stemmed from base, appears healthy. Retain at present. 

72 Birch 20 3 2 3 2 12 2.4 M B Twin-stemmed from 1.8 m, appears healthy. Fell for proposals. 

73 Birch 16, 15 3 4 5 5 12 2.6 M B Twin-stemmed from base, appears healthy. Retain. 

74 Birch 14, 12 2 3 2 1 11 2.2 M B Twin-stemmed from 1.2 m, appears healthy. Retain. 

75 Birch 18 2 2 3 - 10 2.2 M B Tree is suppressed to west but appears healthy. Retain. 

76 Birch 16 2 1 2 1 10 1.9 M C Tree leans north, with a one-sided canopy north, appears 
healthy. 

Retain at present. 
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Appendix B: Tree Life Stages from BS 5837 

Table 1: Cascade chart for tree quality assessment 

Category and definition  Criteria (including subcategories where appropriate) 
Identification 
on plan 

Category U 
Trees which cannot be retained 
long-term (for longer than 10 
years) 

 

• Trees that have a serious structural defect which puts them at risk of collapse, including those that will become unviable 
after removal of other trees  

• Trees that are dead or dying 
• Trees infected with pathogens which could affect the health and/or safety of nearby trees, or very low-quality trees which 

suppress trees of better quality 

NOTE Category U trees can have existing or potential conservation value which might be desirable to preserve.  

DARK RED 

 

TREES TO BE CONSIDERED FOR RETENTION 
 
 1    Mainly arboricultural values 2    Mainly landscape values 3    Mainly cultural values, 

including conservation 
 

Category A 
Trees of high quality and value: in 
good condition; able to persist for 
long (a minimum of 40 years). 

Trees that are particularly good examples of their 
species, especially if rare or unusual; or those that 
are essential components of groups (e.g. the 
dominant and/or principal trees within an avenue). 

Trees, groups or woodlands of 
particular visual importance.  
 

Trees, groups or 
woodlands of significant 
conservation, historical, 
or other value (e.g. 
veteran trees)  

LIGHT 
GREEN 

 

Category B  
Trees of moderate quality with an 
estimated remaining life 
expectancy of at least 20 years  

Trees downgraded from category A because of 
impaired condition (e.g. presence of minor 
defects, including unsympathetic past 
management or storm damage).  

Collections of trees (in groups or 
woodlands) with a higher rating than 
they would have as individuals.  

Trees with some 
conservation or other 
cultural value  
 

MID BLUE 

 

Category C  
Trees of low quality with an 
estimated remaining life 
expectancy of at least 10 years, or 
young trees with a stem diameter 
below 150 mm  

Unremarkable trees of very limited merit or such 
impaired condition that they do not qualify in higher 
categories  

 

Trees present in groups or woodlands, 
without significantly greater collective 
landscape value; and/or trees offering 
low or only temporary landscape 
benefits  

Trees with no conservation 
or other cultural value  

GREY 
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Appendix C: Tree Life Stages from BS: 5837 

Y Young  
SM Semi-mature 
EM Early-mature  
M Mature 
OM Over-mature 
V Veteran 

 

Appendix D: Drawings 

BGC-2110-AA: Arboricultural Assessment 
Plan showing existing site layout, positions of all trees, root protection 
areas, canopy spread and arboricultural assessment. 

BGC-2110-TP: Tree Management and Root Protection Areas 
Plan showing the proposed development, indicating trees to be felled or 
retained, root protection areas, canopy spread and tree protection fencing 
or other tree/root protection measures. 

 

Appendix E: Legislation, Guidance and References 

• BS5837:2012 - Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction – Recommendations 
(BSI, 2012), 

• Arboricultural Association Guidance Note 7 Tree Surveys: A Guide to Good Practice 
Aberdeen Local 

• Development Plan Supplementary Guidance: Trees and Woodlands (2017) 
• Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (as amended) 
• Health & Safety at Work Act 1974 
• Construction (Design & Management) Regulations 2015 
• Scottish Government Policy on the Control of Woodland Removal 
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Appendix F:  Professional Qualifications 

Nigel Astell has been involved in arboriculture for over 40 years. He holds degrees in Botany and 
Zoology and is a member of the Arboricultural Association and The Chartered Institute of 
Environmental and Ecological Management. 

Aaron Meijer has a BSc in Applied Biology and has worked in the ecology field for several years, 
both in the UK and in the Netherlands.  

 

 

Appendix G: Contact Details 

Client:  Braemar Golf Club  
 

Architect:  Moxon Architects Ltd 
Ardoch, Crathie, 
 Aberdeenshire 
AB35 5UN  
 

Environmental Consultant:   
Astell Associates 
10 Polston Road 
Maryculter  
Aberdeen 
Ab12 5GY 
Tel 01224 734372 
email: info@astellassociates.co.uk 

  

mailto:info@astellassociates.co.uk
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Appendix H: Protective Barrier & Ground Protection - BS: 5837 - 
2012 

Figure 2 which is taken from BS: 5837 2012 “Trees in Relation to Design, Demolition & 
Construction – Recommendations” illustrate the systems to be employed for ensuring an 
adequate Construction Exclusion Zone about retained trees. Refer to BS: 5837 2012 for more 
details.  

 
1. Standard scaffold poles 

2. Heavy gauge 2m tall 

galvanized tube and 

welded mesh infill 

panels. 

3. Panels secured to 

uprights and cross 

members with wire ties. 

4. Ground level. 

5. Uprights driven into the 

ground until secure 

(minimum depth 0.6m) 

6. Standard scaffold clamps 

 

 

 

Figure 2:   Protective Barrier  

All-weather notices should be attached to the barrier with words such as:  

“CONSTRUCTION EXCLUSION ZONE – NO ACCESS”. An example is shown above. 


