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The property is currently used for the community as a church hall. The intended use is that of a Day 

Nursery. The proposal is to use the property as an OFSTED registered childrens day nursery. Nursery 

opening hours will be 8am to 6pm Mondayto Friday. The nursery will offer care for 3 main age 

groups; 0 to 2, 2 to 3 and 3 to 5 years. They will be taught in three distinct separate areas with 

separate staffing trained specifically for that age range. 

 

The owners currently own two other very successful day nurseries in Wyre. Little Explorers Thornton 

has been rated OFSTED Outstanding. Little Explorers Carleton is awaiting first inspection, but has 

been evaluated as 'Outstanding' by Lancashire’s local area advisors. 

 

Owner Emma Rathbone is part of the Leading Early Years team for Lancashire, comprising of a team 

of outstanding Early Years Leaders with the aim to raise standards across the county. 

 

The nusery will adhere to OFSTED floor space requirements for the building, providing care for a 

maximum of 78 children. The owners intend to create a stimulating outdoor area for the children to 

use in the existing outdoor plot, whilst retaining ample parking for the pickup and drop off of 

children Monday to Friday. 

 

The nursery will employ approximately 20 staff who will be able to benefit from the use of the bus 

stop outside of the church and its associated transport links. 

 

The nursery's ethos embodies working closely with the local community and the children will 

therefore benefit from links with the church, local rest homes, library and local businesses. The other 

afforementioned Nurseries have the accreditation of 'Forest School'. The planned Bispham setting 

would benefit from accreditation of 'Beach School'. A Beach School aims to improve children's 

knowledge about their local coastal environment by connecting them to nature and teaching them 

to protect our environment. 

 

Amy Crook 


