
1.0 OUTLINE SPECIFICATION FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF LANDSCAPE WORKS AT CHAPEL ROAD HESKETH BANK PRESTON PHASE 2
Ground Preparation Prior to Topsoil Spread

1.1 To promote drainage and healthy plant growth all compacted areas which are to receive grass/turf are to be ripped in dry conditions twice to a depth of 400mm, at 1.5m centres and in traverse directions. Planting beds shall be excavated to 300mm below finished levels and break up a further 200mm to relieve compaction and remove all debris larger than 100mm to tip. 
Topsoil

1.2 Import topsoil as necessary to make up any deficiency of topsoil on site and to complete the work. Topsoil shall be to BS 3882. Salvaged topsoil contaminated with subsoil, rubbish, oil-based products, or other materials toxic to plant life will not be used. Any contaminated topsoil will be disposed of in an approved manner. Topsoil shall be spread over ripped subsoil in layers not exceeding 150mm and firm each layer before spreading the next. When topsoil is reasonably dry and workable, grade to smooth flowing contours, with falls for adequate drainage, removing all minor hollows and ridges. Topsoil levels may be adjusted by final grading ensuring that there is nowhere less than 150mm of topsoil.

Overall minimum topsoil depths after firming and settlement to be:

1. Shrub areas: 300mm

2. Turfed/Grass Areas: 150mm

Finished levels of topsoil after settlement, unless otherwise stated, shall be:

1. 25mm above adjoining paving, kerbs manholes, etc,

2. 25mm higher for shrub areas than for adjoining grass areas,

3. Married-in with adjoining soil areas.

Ground Preparation for Planting

1.3 Spray off grass/weeds within areas to be planted, using 'Roundup' in strict accordance with manufacturer’s instructions. Cultivate planting areas to depth of 200mm to a medium tilth. Ensure satisfactory marrying-in with adjacent areas. Grade slopes and other areas uniformly, eliminating minor hollows and ridges as necessary. Collect and remove from site all stones and other debris over 50mm in diameter.

1.4  Excavate tree pits: 750 x 750 x 600 deep for standard trees. Break up bottom of pit to a depth of 200mm. Break up sides of pit with a fork. Place a 100mm drainage  layer of clean stone or gravel (not limestone) to tree planting pits to ensure tree pit does not retain water. Installation of irrigation pipes will also be required on all Standard Trees. Excavate shrub planting pits to 200x200x200 deep.
Planting Works

1.5 Generally; Plant material shall comply with the National Plant Specification. Landscape and planting operations shall be carried out using methods described in BS 4428 and in accordance with 'Handling and Establishing Landscape Plants' (HTA). All pits and planting areas are to be excavated and prepared prior to the commencement of planting and inspected prior to the commencement of planting.

1.6 Before planting, remove any non-perishable containers and carefully prune any badly damaged roots. Plants shall be planted to the same depth as previously grown. All the roots of bare-rooted stock shall be dipped in Alginure root-dip or similar. Backfilling material shall be a previously-prepared thorough mixture of 80% by volume topsoil excavated from the pit and additional topsoil as required and 20% by volume of peat-free tree planting compost. Add approved slow release fertiliser to pits when backfilling (150g for standard trees, 50g for transplants and shrubs).

1.7 Water all plant material thoroughly immediately after backfilling.

Mulching

1.8 Mulch tree pits, hedge and amenity shrub planting beds with medium-textured bark mulch 50mm thick.

Standard Trees

1.9 Trees to be single staked and secured with neoprene ties. Stakes to be round, 100mm diameter 3 metres high, driven vertically before planting at least 200mm below the bottom of the pit.
Consolidate material around the stakes during backfilling. Secure tree firmly but not rigidly with two ties of approved type. During planting, firm soil around tree with finished levels 30-50mm above surroundings to allow for settlement.

Amenity Shrubs

1.10 Plant upright or well balanced with best side to front. Carefully open up the roots from the potted plants and plant returning excavated topsoil, packing around evenly-and heel well in. Immediately after planting shrubs, carefully cut back any damaged, dead or diseased branches and remove any weak, thin or malformed growth. Where and to the extent appropriate for the species, cut back to encourage growth.

Grass Seeding

1.11 Areas which are to receive seed to be levelled and brought to a fine tilth. Remove stones on surface exceeding 20mm. To avoid compaction do not work with wet soil.

1.12 Amenity grass seed to be fresh; do not use seed purchased for previous seasons.

1.13 Sow seed during Spring or early Autumn. Spread seed evenly at the specified rate(s) and according to suppliers' instructions, applied in two equal sowings in transverse directions.

Lightly harrow or rake. On light soils, roll and cross-roll after seeding using a lightweight Cambridge roller.

1.14 During establishment of grass areas, ensure that sufficient water is applied using a fine rose or sprinkler to encourage healthy growth.

Turfing 
1.15 Prepare the soils as for grass seeding and lay amenity grade turf. The turf should be laid when weather and soil conditions are suitable in accordance with BS 4428:19892code of Practice for general landscaping operations (excluding hard surfaces)”. No turf should be laid in exceptionally dry or frosty weather or in other unsuitable conditions. Newly laid turf shall be watered within 3 hours of laying and again after 24 hours and watered frequently until the sward is fully established. Any open joints in the turf following shrinkage shall be filled with fine topsoil brushed in to achieve an even surface and watered in.
Initial Amenity Grass Cutting

1.16 When grass/turf initially reaches 75mm it should be cut to a length of 50mm, with 3 no. subsequent cuts until the grass is established. Any bare patches will require over seeding in accordance with manufacturers over seeding rate to ensure full grass coverage prior to handover.
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