
Design & Access Statement 
  
Proposal:  New Stable Block to house camelids (alpacas) 
Address: Mount Flirt Farm, Common Lane, Soudley, SY6 7HQ 
Date: 10/12/2021 
Planning Ref: 21/04516/FUL Mount Flirt Farm 
  
  
Introduction 
  
This Design & Access Statement accompanies a full planning application for the construction of a new 
stable block located at Mount Flirt Farm.  
  
The purpose of the new stable block is to provide additional capacity to that of the stable block as 
previously approved under Planning Reference 18/04560/FUL dated 20/12/2018.  The new stable 
block is for camelid (alpaca) housing and welfare. 
  
The Site 
  
Mount Flirt Farm primarily comprises of 10.23 hectares (25.28 acres) of pastureland.  The location of 
the new stable block site is approximately 50m North-East of the previously approved stable block and 
is approximately 325-350m from the B4371 public highway to the North and approximately 500m to 
the public highway (Common Lane) due South.   
  
Context 
  
The new stable block (234 sq. metres) has been constructed at a location to suit the day-to-day 
maintenance and general welfare of the camelids (alpacas) to allow safe access to multiple adjacent 
pasturelands for grazing and exercise. 
  
The option to use other existing storage barns is not suitable as these are located due North of the 
required location with no safe means of access to the pastureland and fields for grazing and 
exercise.  Additionally, access to the existing storage barns is across the main hardstanding access 
route to the property, which would not be conducive to safe access for the camelids (alpacas). 
  
Male and female alpacas must always be segregated as they can become extremely aggressive.  The 
applicant Mr Graham Head and his partner had in recent seasons tried to use an existing barn but due 
to the location and its distance from the grazing areas this was unsuccessful.  The difficult access to 
grazing areas and poor weather conditions resulted with the male alpacas having to be kept inside for 
circa 4 months – this proved not to be in the best interest of the alpacas health and wellbeing. 
 
The new stabling allows un-restricted access to the grazing land every day for the herd and has been 
positioned to allow access to multiple fields. 
  
Materials/Architecture 
  
The new stable block is a steel framed agricultural building.  The roof is clad in box profile roof sheets 
(Plastisol Anthracite Grey) with vertical cladding to all sides (Plastisol Goosewing Grey). 
 
The stable block is 27m long with two end return wings each 12m long, and with a maximum ridge 
height of 3.0m.  The floor area will be split into five separate areas by means of 5 bar double steel 
gates, allowing the safe segregation of the alpacas for welfare and feeding. 
  
 
 



Access Statement 
  
Access to the site which runs through Mount Flirt Farm remains unchanged.  The public highway 
access to the South will not be affected.  Access into the stable block is from the central sliding door 
to the Northwest central area, with additional sliding doors to the Northeast and Southwest wings to 
allow safe access for the camelids (alpacas) to the adjacent fields for grazing and exercise. 
  
Landscaping 
  
When choosing the most appropriate location for the new stable block, extreme care was taken to 
ensure visual impact to any neighbouring properties and highways was appropriately considered, 
additionally the material colours were chosen to blend sympathetically into the surrounding backdrop 
and environment.  Therefore, given its non-obtrusive location and reduced ridge height to that of the 
stable block as approved under 18/04560/FUL it has not been considered necessary to introduce a 
specific landscaping proposal.  There are no other features or unique vegetation near the site that will 
be affected by the new stable block. 
  
Flood Risk 
  
The site is not in a flood risk area, and it is ascertained that the positioning and datum height of the 
stable block together with the existing land drainage system is satisfactory. 
  
Conclusion 
  
The new stable block will provide the appropriate accommodation for the safe welfare and housing of 
the camelids (alpacas). 
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