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Aberdeen City Council
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Broad Street, Aberdeen
AB10 1AB

FAO Ms Dineke Brasier

Dear Dineke,

134783: Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Acts Planning application 210524/MSC Approval of
Matters Specified in Condition 21 (Protection & Enhancement of the water environment) of Planning
in Principle ref. P140438 for the construction of 220 residential units and associated works at site area
N2 and N13, Countesswells.

Please refer to the attached Sketch and Drawing.

There are two small ditches / watercourses which are located within the vicinity of Areas N2 and N13 at
Countesswells. Both originate to the West of the proposed development areas.

Dealing with the southern ditch / watercourse first. This ditch previously originated to the east of
development area N5 and during the development of N5 it was intercepted, diverted and culverted and
now runs south in a culvert to feed into the head of the new Cults Burn. Field drainage from the N5
development area feeds into the culverted section of this watercourse. As a result of this the continuation
of this ditch that trends through area N13 no longer has any water supply or catchment and is dry. This
ditch will therefore be infilled during the earthworks to create the N13 development platforms.

The northern ditch / watercourse originates to the West of the former C128C, trends through
development area N1, through a section of culvert under the West Link and into the ditch that trends
West to East through areas N2 and N13. The proposals for this watercourse are that it will be culverted
through the N2 development area and will ultimately discharge, as it currently does, into the small
watercourse that trends East from the North East corner of the Countesswells development boundary
see Drawing No. 134782/2107 (attached). All sections of culvert have been designed to accommodate
greater than 1 in 200 year flows. The works will not change the main headwater catchment area for this
watercourse. It should be noted that this watercourse is currently culverted over a significant proportion
of its length (dashed sections on the attached sketch). While it is recognised that any additional culverting
of a watercourse is contrary to SEPA policy it is important to review these proposals in the wider context
of how surface water features have been addressed and incorporated into the wider Countesswells
Masterplan. The amalgamation of the linear agricultural ditch network and extensive engineering to
create the new Cults Burn have delivered significant net environmental and biodiversity benefits. It was
always recognised that in order to be able to free up the necessary space for the new Cults Burn corridor
that some smaller water features would need to be culverted through development parcels to achieve
the required development layout and density.




