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Introduction 
The purpose of this report is to compare noise levels from different street furniture using a basic 

sound level decibel meter. The recordings are not official laboratory noise levels and should not be 

used in any other way than a rudimentary comparative like for like comparison. 

The sound level decibel meter used: 

 

The JCDecaux units tested in this report are two Communication Hub units in Stoke on a very sunny 

day. The levels of brightness and fan speeds are shown in the screen shots.  

 

The recordings were taken by walking up to the units with the noise level meter from approximately 

10 meters away and circling the unit, testing sound levels at different heights. Note: At 

approximately 10 meters distance the noise of the units was not discernible.  
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JCDecaux Hub Units 
Stoke SOT7202DD 
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Maximum noise recorded 72.4dB. The location of the maximum reading was in the centre of the 

unit just below the ad case door on the advertising face. 

 

Stoke SOT7204DD 
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Maximum noise recorded 73.5dB. The location of the maximum reading was in the centre of the 

unit just below the ad case door on the advertising face. 
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Comparative Readings 

BT InLink  
Junction of Newton St and Portland Street. 
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Maximum recording 83dB.  

Ocean Outdoor 

1. Portland Street near Pret a Manger 

 

Maximum recording 86.3dB. 
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2. Manchester Piccadilly Gardens 
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Maximum recording 84.9dB.              
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Conclusions 
Nosie levels recorded 

 

 Maximum 
Noise 
level 

Approximate position of recording from ground. 
(all located approximately at the centre of the unit 

from right to left) 

JCD Hub 1 72.4dB 455mm 

JCD Hub 2 73.5dB 455mm 

BT InLink 83dB 1200mm 

Ocean 1 86.3dB 100mm 

Ocean 2 with 
touchscreen 

84.9dB 400mm 

 

 

Ambient noise levels during the recordings tended to vary between 50-60dB. 

All recordings were taken on sunny and hot days (above 25°C). 

The perceived noise on the BT InLink product was considerably higher due to the height and 

direction of the noise (closer to ear level and directed frontward). 

The JCDecaux units appeared considerably quieter due to the height and direction of the noise 

(lower and directed downwards). 

Further tests would be required to determine exact levels but the above recordings appear to 

depict an accurate portrayal. 


