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Our ref: NDM/ 22/ 40232

8th April 2022

Planning Department
Mid Suffolk District Council
Endeavour House
Ipswich
Suffolk
IP1 2BX.

Dear Sir/Madam

Proposed extension to farm building, Fleming’s Hall Farm, Bedingfield

I write with reference to the attached application for planning permission for the demolition of an
existing farm building and the erec tion of an extension to an adjacent farm building at Fleming’s
Hall Farm.

Background
The application site forms part of the existing farm complex at Fle ming ’s Hall Farm, located in an
area of generally open countrys ide around 1.5km to the south-east of the village of Bedingfield.
The farm forms part of an established family farming business, Bedingfield Hall Farms Ltd, whose
operations consist of arable, livestock and contract farming. The business currently farms around
350 hectares of its own land, as well as farming a further 325 hectares through contract farming
agreements. The main farm business operates from three farmyards at Fleming’s Hall Farm,
Bedingfield House Farm and Bedingfield Hall.

Proposals
It is proposed to demolish a farm building and extend an adjacent farm building by constructing a
lean-to addition to the north-eastern elevation of the building . The proposed extension, which
would be constructed in matching materials, would be used as a farm workshop, storage and to
provide improved staff welfare facilities. The extension would replac e an existing farm building,
which is used for the same purposes, but due to its size and out-dated facilities is no longer
considered fit for purpose. Access to the extension would be gained from the exis ting farm
entrance. Proposals for the residential conversion of a nearby farm building have also been
submitted separately.

AssessmentAssessment
Local planning policies, including Core Strategy Policy CS2, permit agricultural development in
countryside locations like this. National policy is also supportive of the development and
diversification of agricultural and other land-based rural businesses. The proposed extension is
required in connection with the continued operation of the farm and forms part of programme of
work s to update and rationalise the existing complex at Fleming’s Hall Farm. As noted above the
existing building is considered to be substandard. The principle of development is considered to
be acceptable therefore.

The proposed extension would be constructed in materials to match the existing building and
would replace an existing farm building which would be demolished. The extension would be
discreetly positioned at the centre of the farm complex and would be largely screened from view
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