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Leamington Spa Station Pedestrian Underpass Mural Improvements 

Design and Access Statement 

Summary 

Warwick District Council is the lead organisations of a major infrastructure project that is currently 

being delivered that will improve and enhance the Leamington Spa Station Forecourt and 

Underpass. The project is being delivered in partnership with the Coventry and Warwickshire Local 

Enterprise Partnership, Warwickshire County Council, Network Rail and Chiltern Railways. 

Approximate £2m is forecast to be invested in this scheme. 

One of the proposed outcomes of the project is an improved pedestrian underpass. The underpass is 

on a key pedestrian route to and from the station. The underpass will also be on the walking route 

for the Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games Lawn Bowl and Para Bowl events that will take 

place in Royal Leamington Spa’s Victoria Park between July and August 2022. 

The Leamington Station underpass is currently in a poor state from a visual perspective. Alongside 

other planned improvements within the underpass – which include repainting the underpass walls 

and upgrading the lighting - it is proposed that Warwick District Council will remove the 16 wall 

mounted murals currently installed in Leamington Railway Station underpass and replace them with 

14 new pieces of wall mounted artwork, informed by a public engagement campaign, using the same 

installation methodology but superior materials and accompanying wall mounted text. 

The intention is to improve the look and feel of this neglected but hugely important strategic 

location and improve the quality of experience of people visiting the area. The proposed artwork 

also doubles as a wayfinding mechanism, raising awareness of what the town has to offer. 

Existing 

The existing structure connects the Leamington Spa Station Forecourt to Sayer Close. The underpass 

structure is the property of Network Rail Ltd, who are responsible for its repair and upkeep. The 

footpath that runs the length of the underpass is adopted. The path is cleaned, and litter picked by 

Warwick District Council and maintained by Warwickshire County Council. Warwickshire County 

Council maintain the lighting in the underpass. CCTV in the underpass is operated and maintained by 

Chiltern Railways. 

There are currently 16 non-illuminated murals installed on the east and west elevations of the 

underpass. The murals show images of local and historic interest and a hand-painted in a lithograph 

style. The murals have been painted directly onto 8’ x 4’ marine ply and varnished. They are affixed 

to the walls on mounted wooden batons screwed into the walls. 

The murals have been in situ since 2011 and were designed, painted, and installed as part of an 

award-winning partnership initiative that involved Warwick District Council, Network Rail, Chiltern 

Railways, Warwickshire County Council and the Community Payback Service. The installation of the 

murals has proved extremely successful in significantly reducing instances of graffiti that had 

previously frequently affected the underpass.  

Although the murals were repaired and repainted in recent years having been affected by the damp 

conditions in the underpass and general aging of the materials they are still showing signs of age and 

wear. All organisations that were involved in the delivery of the original improvement initiative have 

been engaged with the proposals to replace the existing artwork and are agreeable with the plans.  



 

2 
 

The existing artwork is to be photographed and electronically archived by Warwick District Council’s 

Arts Section when removed. 

• Site Location Plan (1:1250) 

 

Proposed 

• Use 

The works proposed by Warwick District Council, acting on behalf of Network Rail Ltd involve 
replacing the existing 16 non-illuminated murals in the underpass and their fittings with 14 new 
pieces of artwork, accompanying wall mounted text and all-new fittings. 
 
The new installation is to comprise of 14 aluminium signage trays (seven on each side of the 

underpass) size 3.6m x 1.8m with 5mm folded returns. The trays are to be powder coated white and 

faced with full colour printed graphics on an anti-graffiti laminate. The laminate will be resistant to 

graffiti and wipe-clean to maintain to help maintain the appearance of the artwork. The laminate is 

also replaceable and new laminate can be applied on site without the need to uninstall and remove 

the signage trays. The signage trays will be installed on the underpass walls using concealed 

aluminium fixing rails and 3mm washers to elevate the signage trays from the walls slightly. 

Technical details can be seen in “DOC01 Sign Materials and Fixing Guide”. 

 
To accompany the 14 new wall mounted trays 2 additional installations in the underpass, comprising 

of individually cut aluminium letters reading ‘The Royal Leamington Spa Colour Palette’ are 

proposed that will complement the new artwork and support its interpretation. The lettering will be 

installed on two internal arches found towards the centre of the underpass facing north and south. 

Fixings for the lettering will be M4 threaded studs welded to the rear of the letter and 
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drilled/adhesive fixed to the wall. The maximum height of each individual letter will be 150mm and 

the maximum projection of the letters would be 20mm. The total height of the lettering installation 

is expected to be c. 585mm and the total width is expected to be c. 1689mm. 

• Layout 

No changes will be made to the layout of the structure 

• Scale 

No structural changes are being made; therefore, the scale of the structure will remain unaffected 

• Landscaping 

There is no existing landscaping as the structure sits alongside a public footpath 

• Appearance 

The proposed artwork, which is inspired by artist colour swatches, is routed in ‘place’: Each colour 

represents a person, building, landmark, or object synonymous with Royal Leamington Spa. Each of 

the 7 designs are based on a specific theme, which include: 

1. Arts and Culture 

2. Innovation 

3. Sports and Leisure 

4. Nature and the Environment 

5. Entertainment 

6. History 

7. Community 

 

The Royal Leamington Spa Colour Palette artwork contains a total of 42 different colours 

representing and celebrating people and places of local interest. The colours used in the artworks 

have been carefully considered given the location of the underpass. The artist has selected a palette 

of colours that can either be found in Royal Leamington Spa and the Conservation Area or are 

demonstrably representative of the local references included in the artwork.  

 

The drawings and technical details for the proposed designs are attached to the application as for 

reference (AP01-AP10). An explanatory note providing further additional information regarding the 

references in the designs is also attached (DOC02 Leamington Station Underpass Designs 

Explanatory Note). 

 

Each of the 7 individual pieces of artwork incorporates six blocks of colour surrounded by a white 

border. A ‘theme header’ is printed centrally along the base of the artwork.  Each individual block of 

colour contains a ‘local reference’ printed in the bottom third of the colour in contrasting black or 

white capital lettering. Within the colour block underneath the ‘local reference’ is a CMYK value for  

each of the individual colours in the artwork. 

 

Examples of the artist’s work can also be found in Birmingham’s Grand Central Station (image #4). 

 

• Access 
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Public access to and from the underpass is at ground level. 

Evaluation 

Warwick District Council Officers have explored a range of alternative creative interventions for the 

Leamington Station Underpass over the past 24 months. Officers feel the proposed intervention 

presents the best solution in relation to value for money, safety, maintenance, disruption to 

members of the public, and opportunities to meet several WDC strategic aims (placemaking, 

wayfinding, public engagement).  

The proposal learns from the current artwork in situ and replicates an installation methodology 

which has proved to be successful and has previously been approved by Planning and Conservation. 

The installation process will cause minimal disruption to the fabric of the tunnel and has been 

approved by Network Rail Ltd. 

The proposed artwork and quality of materials selected will support and contribute to 

enhancements being made to the Leamington Station forecourt, which are also taking place as part 

of station improvement works in advance of Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games visiting the 

town to enhance the visitor arrival at the station. 

The proposed design has been approved by Warwick District Council’s Birmingham 2022 

Commonwealth Games Project Board, Chaired by Chief-Executive Chris Elliott. It is also endorsed by 

Warwick District Creative Compact, a network of 19 organisations representative of the areas’ 

creative community. Furthermore, the designs were presented to Leamington Town Council 

(November 2021) and did not receive any objections. 

To ensure that the artwork is valued by the local community, Warwick District Council Officers, with 

the support of local Councillors, have run an engagement campaign - asking residents and visitors to 

the area what people, places, and objects they believe are synonymous with the town. The artist, 

with the support of officers, has subsequently developed a final design that draws from the public 

submissions and to inform the basis of the colour palette designs within the themes. This 

methodology of creative consultation is widely accepted as best practice and will ensure community 

ownership of the piece. The aim of the selection process is to also ensure that the final artwork will 

be inclusive and representative of the local community. 

Supporting images 

Image 1: Current murals in situ (west elevation) 
 

 
 
Image 2: Proposed sizes and spacing of new artwork 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

5 
 

 
Image 3: Proposed sizes and spacing of new artwork overlaid current artwork in situ 

 

 
 
 

Image 4: Final artwork set to size in situ (east and west elevations) 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Image 5: Example artwork with measurements and typeface details 

 

 
 
Image 6: Proposed lettering to be installed on internal arches inside Leamington Spa Station 
Underpass with measurements 
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Image 7: Examples of aluminium tray with folded edges 
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Image 8: Artist’s impression of proposed artwork in the Leamington Spa Station Underpass 

 

 

Image 9: Example of artist Stacey Barnfield’s work at Birmingham Grand Central Station 

 


