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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 
1. Site Details 
 

Site Name: Carnbroe B2 New 
 

Site Address: Land at Carnbroe Road 
Carnbroe 
Lanarkshire 
ML5 4UW 
 

National Grid Reference: 274905, 662967 
 

Site Ref Number: CS306134  
 

Site Type:1 Macro 

 
2. Pre-Application Check List 
 
Site Selection 
 

Was an LPA mast register used to check for suitable sites by the operator or the LPA? Yes No 
If no explain why: 

Was the industry site database checked for suitable sites by the operator: Yes No 
If no explain why: 
 

 
Annual rollout consultation with LPA 
 

Date of last annual rollout information/submission: N/A 
Name of Contact: N/A 
Summary of outcome/main issues raised: 
 
These are no longer issued but information specific to the Local Planning Authority can be provided upon request. 

 
Pre-application consultation with LPA 
 

Date of written offer of pre-application consultation: 14/02/2022 
Was there pre-application contact:  Yes No 
Date of pre-application contact: N/A 
Name of contact: N/A 
Summary of outcome/main issues raised: 
 
Pre-application consultation has preceded this submission on the above date. This submission included a written 
description of the proposal, a consultation plan, discounted site information and draft plans. The LPA have not responded, 
and it has been considered appropriate to progress to a formal application stage and to discuss any concerns that may 
arise as part of the planning application process. 
 
 

 
 

 
1 Macro or Micro 
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Ten Commitments Consultation 
 

Rating of Site under Traffic Light Model: Green Amber Red 
Outline of consultation carried out: 
 
The following parties have been informed of this proposal: 

• Coatbridge South Ward Councillors 
• Fulton MacGregor MSP 
• 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27 Sandpiper Crescent 

 
Summary of outcome/main issues raised: 
 
2No. residents have registered an objection based upon concerns relating to health and safety, house prices and visual 
impact. The MSP has also raised concern on behalf of constituents. 
 

 
School/College 
 

Location of site in relation to school/college: 
N/A 
 
Outline of consultation carried out with school/college: 
N/A 
 
Summary of outcome/main issues raised: 
N/A 
 

 
Civil Aviation Authority/Secretary of State for Defence/Aerodrome Operator consultation (only required for an 
application for prior approval) 
 

Will the structure be within 3km of an aerodrome or airfield? 
 

Yes No 

Has the Civil Aviation Authority/Secretary of State for Defence/Aerodrome Operator been 
notified? 

Yes No 

Details of response: 
N/A 
 

 
Developer’s Notice 
 

Copy of Developer’s Notice enclosed? Yes 
 

No 

Date served: 20/04/2022 & 
22/04/2022 

 
The landowner could not be contacted via the address given on the Registers of Scotland title reference LAN79242l so 
an advert has been placed in the Coatbridge and Airdrie Advertiser on 20/04/2022. Notices have also been sent to other 
relevant parties, i.e. Miller Homes and the Council on 21/04/2022 
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3. Proposed Development 
 
The proposed site: 
 
The proposed development is located upon the grassed verge on the western side of Carnbroe Road in southeast 
Coatbridge. The site is located on the edge of a predominantly residential area. The topography in the immediate locale 
is relatively. 
 
 

 
Enclose map showing the cell centre and adjoining cells: 
 
This can be supplied upon request. 
 
The intention is for the proposed base station site to provide improved, new and up to date network services, including 
5G, to those customers living, working and visiting / travelling in the local area. The operational context of the 
development has been explained in further detail below. 
 
 
 

 
Type of Structure: 
Description: 
 
The proposal incorporates the following: 
 

• 20m high street furniture style mast with 6No. antennas (Grey RAL7035) 
• 2No. 300mm dishes (Grey RAL7035) 
• 4No. cabinets (2No. 1898x550x1521mm; 1No. 750x5000x1520mm; 1No. 655x364x1015mm) (RAL6009 Green) 

and  
• All ancillary development 

 
All apparatus has been limited to a minimum amount and dimension for the achievement of an efficient and up-to-date 
telecommunications service to be achieved. 
 
Overall Height: 
Height of existing building: As above / as per plans 

 
Equipment Housing: 
Length: As above / as per plans 

 
Width: As above / as per plans 

 
Height: As above / as per plans 

 
Materials: 
Tower/mast etc – type of material and external colour: As above / as per plans 

 
Equipment housing – type of material and external colour: As above / as per plans 
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Reasons for choice of design: 
 
The design of any communications infrastructure is dictated primarily by operational requirements and secondly by the 
development’s setting.  From an operational perspective, the operator must ensure the following when devising a final 
design solution for any site:  
 

• Antennas need to be located at a height and specifically orientated to transmit effectively and efficiently 
without signal being impeded to an unacceptable degree; 

• Dish links (if required) achieve a direct line of site connection with other base station sites within the network; 
and  

• GPS modules (if required) achieve a direct satellite link.  
 
To confirm the specifics for the antennas and dish the operator would usually undertake panoramic assessment to 
determine what is the minimum height for transmission equipment to be located in a context of local topography and 
clutter, such as manmade or natural features, and what antenna tilts and orientation are required to provide an 
effective solution. 
 
Please also note that 5G technologies operate in higher frequency bands than older technologies and therefore 
attenuation of the radio signal is naturally higher and more prone to the effects of clutter. This means that operators 
will often require a higher structure or antenna position to achieve the same degree of coverage footprint as preceding 
generations.  
 
These operational requirements then lead to the nomination of a mast type that is both sized appropriately and 
structurally capable of supporting the necessary transmission equipment and that is sympathetic to the setting in which 
the base station sits. 
 
It is also important to ensure that the development will comply with ICNIRP guidelines. 
 
In all cases Cornerstone is committed to limiting the size and amount of apparatus to an operational minimum. 
 

 
4. Technical Information 
 

ICNIRP Declaration attached 
 
ICNIRP public compliance is determined by mathematical calculation and implemented by 
careful location of antennas, access restrictions and/or barriers and signage as necessary. 
Members of the public cannot unknowingly enter areas close to the antennas where exposure 
may exceed the relevant guidelines. 
 
When determining compliance, the emissions from all mobile phone network operators on the 
site are taken into account. 
 

Yes No 

 
Frequency: 
 

800-3800MHz 
 

Modulation characteristics2 2G (900 or 1800)  
 

 
2 The modulation method employed in 2G (GSM) is GMSK (Gaussian Minimum Shift Keying) which is a form of Phase modulation 
The modulation method employed in 3G (UMTS) is QPSK (Quad Phase Shift Keying) which is another form of Phase  Modulation 
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 3G (900 or 2100)  
4G (800 or 2600)  
5G (400 to 3800) 
 

Power output (expressed in EIRP in dBW per carrier) 
 

Maximum 35 dBW 

 
In order to minimise interference within its own network and with other radio networks, the 
lead operator:  
 

• Vodafone Limited  
 
Operate their network in such a way the radio frequency power outputs are kept to the lowest 
levels commensurate with effective service provision. 
 
As part of their network, the radio base station that is the subject of this application will be 
configured to operate in this way. 
 
All operators of radio transmitters are under a legal obligation to operate those transmitters 
in accordance with the conditions of their licence. Operation of the transmitter in accordance 
with the conditions of the licence fulfils the legal obligations in respect of interference to other 
radio systems, other electrical equipment, instrumentation or air traffic systems. The 
conditions of the licence are mandated by Ofcom, an agency of national government, who are 
responsible for the regulation of the civilian radio spectrum. The remit of Ofcom also includes 
investigation and remedy of any reported significant interference. 
 
The telecommunications infrastructure the subject of this application accords with all relevant 
legislation and as such will not cause significant and irremediable interference with other 
electrical equipment, air traffic services or instrumentation operated in the national interest. 
 

 

Height of antenna (m above ground level) As per plans 
 

 
5. Technical Justification 
 
Enclose predictive coverage plots 
 

Reason(s) why site required e.g. coverage, upgrade, capacity (map attached if required): 
 
Coverage Requirement 
 
In this instance the applicant is seeking to address the following specific coverage requirement: 
 

• The proposed development will provide up-to-date multi-generational (3G, 4G, 5G) telecommunications 
coverage to the predominantly residential area within south eastern Coatbridge, which has significant capacity 
and coverage demands upon mobile communications networks.  

 
Existing coverage 

 
 
The modulation method employed in 4G (LTE) is 64 QAM (Quadrature Amplitude Modulation) which is another form of Phase Modulation 
The modulation method employed in 5G is 256 QAM (Quadrature Amplitude Modulation) which is another form of Phase Modulation 
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In this instance the operator has previously provided 3G and 4G coverage to the wider locale via the existing base 
station (Cell Ref: VF032461) at land east of Shanks and McEwan, Carnbroe Road. However, the area south of Carnbroe 
is to be redeveloped for residential, as per planning reference 15/01792/PPP, and the operator has been served with 
a notice to quit this site, hence the need for the subject proposal as a replacement solution.  
 
The operator is now seeking to deploy a replacement base station nearby, retaining and improving the existing 
customer network experience and allowing the provision of further 5G services. 
 

 
6. Site Selection Process – alternative sites considered and not chosen  
 

Site Address NGR Reason for discounting 
1 VF032461 at land east of 

Shanks and McEwan, 
Carnbroe Road 
 

274634, 
662687 
(approx.) 

The area south of Carnbroe is to be redeveloped for residential, as 
per planning reference 15/01792/PPP. As such the operator has 
been served with a notice to quit this site, hence the need for the 
subject proposal as a replacement solution.  
 

2 Land at Carnbroe (Orchard) 
Farm Orchard Farm 
Carnbroe Road 
 

274685, 
662352 
(approx.) 

A 40m high mast and associated development was consented under 
reference 20/00015/FUL. The development is being progressed by 
EE. Whilst the Cornerstone operators are looking to share this site 
an agreement has not yet been reached with all the parties 
involved, hence the need for the subject proposal as a backup 
solution.  
 

3 Land west of railway line, 
251 Glasgow and Edinburgh 
Road Coatbridge 
 

274418, 
662777 
(approx.) 

This land has previously been consented for a Waste Processing 
Plant, as per planning reference 15/01820/S42 and has been the 
subject of several subsequent planning proposals. It has been 
suggested that this development will be progressed and as such a 
development solution here cannot be progressed at present. 
 

4 Street furniture 
development at Drummore 
Avenue 
 

247874, 
663078 
 

A development proposal at this location was taken to pre-
application stage in July 2021, (ref: 21/01367/PREAPE). However, 
the presence of underground services and negative feedback on the 
proposal has resulted in the developer seeking to identify an 
alternative location that may be more acceptable on balance; hence 
the subject development being taken to pre-app stage. 
 

5 Street furniture at Sweethill 
Terrace 
 

Various Development along this road would have no less impact upon 
residential amenity and was not considered to be as preferable by 
the operator. 
 

6 Other street furniture 
development within 
residential area west of 
Carnbroe Road 
 

Various An alternative development at this area was investigated but 
impact upon residential amenity was considered greater in this area 
than the subject solution. Additionally, further legal assessment has 
confirmed that issues associated with ownership of the grassed 
verges would prevent development on such land being progressed. 
Further to this, most pavements are limited in width and could not 
accommodate the required apparatus without impeding safe 
pedestrian use. 
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7 Other street furniture 
development within 
residential area east of 
Carnbroe Road 
 

Various An alternative development at this area was investigated but 
impact upon residential amenity was considered greater in this area 
than the subject solution. Additionally, further legal assessment has 
confirmed that issues associated with ownership of the grassed 
verges would prevent development on such land being progressed. 
Further to this, most pavements are limited in width and could not 
accommodate the required apparatus without impeding safe 
pedestrian use. 
 

 
If no alternative site options have been investigated, please explain why: 
 
N/A 
 
Environmental information: 
 
The site is not subject to any natural or built heritage designations.  
 
Land use planning designations: 
 
The land is not designated for any specific purpose 
 
Additional relevant information: 
 
How Mobile Networks Operate 
 
Cellular networks are made up of several individual cell areas, each of which has a base station within it. A good analogy 
for describing a cellular network is that of a patchwork quilt with each cell area being one of the many patches that are 
sewn together making up the network ‘quilt’.  
 
The base stations themselves will require a supporting structure, such as a mast or high building, to support antennas 
and dish whilst elevating these transmission elements above clutter, such as tall trees, buildings, or topography that 
could otherwise impede signal.  Associated cabinets for housing radio equipment and power connections are also 
deployed to service the antennas. Base stations then receive and transmit to mobile devices using radio waves. The 
antennas operate like an aerosol spray with signal transmitted along a central orientation and dissipating with distance. 
The dishes operate on a direct line of sight basis, linking with dishes on other base station sites elsewhere within the 
wider network. The dish links also link the base station to a master control centre that manages the call handover 
process that occurs when a mobile user moves from one cell area to another. They also provide telemetric monitoring 
to ensure the site is working properly and offer remote maintenance. 
 
In the early days of mobile communications, peripheral locations, high-level topographies and large-scale masts were 
often identified in order that transmission from a new base station could cover an expansive geographical area. 
However, whilst this approach was viable for early network generations, the number of mobile handset users has 
dramatically increased with time, as have the advancements in mobile technology itself. As a result, the cellular 
network construction and operational criteria have changed too.  Because modern networks use higher frequencies 
with faster data rates whilst serving significantly increased numbers of mobile device users, typical network cell areas 
(i.e. the geographical area targeted for coverage for which a base station development provides a solution), are now 
smaller in their geographical expanse and tend to be directly proportionate to the number of users within it. They are 
also therefore greater in their number with base stations operating at a lower power output than their predecessors.  
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Mobile connectivity and service is required where customers live, work and play and good connectivity allows people 
to access a wide range of essential services including emailing; downloading apps; social media; helping with 
homework; researching local events, businesses or transport timetables; managing personal finances; shopping; 
contacting local authorities; arranging medical appointments; general business functions; and much, much more. 5G 
coverage and superfast mobile broadband data capacity demand will continue to increase exponentially with the 
introduction of IoT (Internet of Things), machine to machine connectivity, automated transport/industry and other 
‘smart’ applications. To this end the existing shared infrastructure within the built environment has had to be reviewed 
and adapted as appropriate. 
  
It is critical to understand that the UK’s four Mobile Network Operators (MNOs) all utilise different technology 
spectrums to provide their mobile service.  The spectrums the Operators utilise are allocated by Ofcom, as industry 
regulators on behalf of UK Government, through licence agreements with each of the individual MNOs.  As such, each 
MNO must utilise the spectrum licenced to them.  Each part of the RF spectrum has variations in terms of RF 
propagation.  Therefore, the four individual MNO networks, and their sharing arrangements, cannot be compared 
directly and there will be variations in how all four networks are deployed and developed.  For this reason, all MNOs 
have a completely different network configuration they need to fit within and build 5G service around.  Therefore, the 
network has to be built differently, with different antennas and equipment, to take account of those spectrum and 
licence variations and this will lead to necessary infrastructure variations cell to cell, depending on site specific demand, 
local constraints and requirement.  As such, the various networks will have variations in how their infrastructure is 
deployed and developed. 
 
Public Benefits 
 
It is undeniable that mobile communication is now a key part of sustainable development and a vital tool in our 
personal lives and in all business and government operations. Indeed, the demand for faster and improved mobile 
connectivity continues to grow with modern society now expecting to be able to make use of mobile devices to their 
full potential where people live, work and travel. Each new generation of mobile communications technology has 
provided us with higher speed, better connection, and many more advanced features on our mobiles, and now with 
5G, we can expect to experience an even more extensive range of telecommunication services. There is, therefore, 
currently a drive by the Government to ensure that all communities, both urban and rural, have access to the most up 
to date mobile technology, given the clear sustainability, social and economic benefits for doing so.  

 
Good connectivity allows people to access a wide range of essential services and a further explanation on some of 
these key benefits is provided below: 
  

• Economic benefits 
  
- Creating more productive and cost efficiencies for businesses 
- Businesses offering online services can extend their products to a broader audience 
- Local areas and businesses can benefit from tourists and visitors as hotels, attractions, and restaurants 

can be booked online from anywhere in the world 
- Business owners and services like doctors can provide a faster and more cost-effective service by offering 

both online appointments and ordering 
- Digital connectivity facilitates economic growth, something which the Government is keen to progress 

and promote 
- 5G’s ability to deliver real-time information (low latency), ultra-fast speeds (critical for high-definition 

images and video), increased capacity and heightened security will also facilitate learning on the job 
procedures, thanks to technologies such as Augmented Reality (AR) goggles, which, for example, can give 
the likes of engineers real-time instructions on how to fix a machine on a production line.   

 
• Social benefit 
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- Mobile communications can help people to stay in touch wherever and whenever, which can help 

improve social wellbeing 
- Convenient access to online commerce or businesses 
- Contacting emergency services is easier, especially in remote areas 
- Giving the ability to manage our personal finances and information 24/7 
- Using a mobile wherever you go can provide better personal security 
- Having access to social networking sites and applications can keep people entertained with their lifestyles 

and interests 
- Access to real-time transport information or timetables 
- Smart meter reads for utilities such as gas or electric 
- Contacting local authorities 
- Promotion of smarter and productive ways of working. For example, working from home can help 

minimise commuting which can provide better work and home life balance 
  

• Sustainability and Environmental benefits 
  

- Facilitating remote access to services, education, and commerce, reducing the need to travel and in turn 
minimising carbon emissions.   

- Better monitoring and control of energy consumption through climate change technology, smart 
metering and smart energy grids. 

- 5G infrastructure requires fewer heat generating electronic components. 
- 5G enabling of the Internet of Things (IOT) sensor deployment can manage and alert us to pollution risks, 

health hazards and flood risk. 
- Provision of smart technologies within the agricultural sector will facilitate more efficient and less 

wasteful practices helping to limit negative impacts. 
- 5G networks allow monitoring of traffic flow resulting in less congestion and better air quality. They also 

make driverless cars possible; a means of transport that offers better fuel efficiency.  
- Smart cities and buildings can rely upon 5G networks to enable buildings and infrastructure to use 

automated energy saving through better and more efficient lighting, heating, cooling and other 
operations. 

  
• Health benefits 

  
- Support the delivery of healthcare provision and accessibility by enabling people greater access to online 

services, NHS appointment reminders, reminders to take medicines, make appointments etc.  
- Patients across the country are now becoming accustomed to using remote healthcare services such as 

NHS 111, virtual GP appointments, and ordering online deliveries of essential medical supplies.  
- 5G’s ability to deliver real-time information (low latency), ultra-fast speeds (critical for high-definition 

images and video), increased capacity and heightened security are going to be fundamental in scaling the 
patient benefits of remote healthcare and keeping medical records secure and private.  For instance, trials 
have shown that connecting ambulance crews to expert resources using 5G allows paramedics to work 
with doctors and conduct specialist procedures in real time whilst on the road. 

  
• Education benefits 

  
- Facilitates access to educational establishment databases or booking systems for securing places for the 

likes of school dinners, field trips, extra-curricular activities, student/teacher reviews, etc. 
- Provides access to school/college/university apps for setting and submitting homework/coursework, 

ensuring news and notifications are delivered efficiently, and for parent/student/teacher interactions. 
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- The relationship between 5G and education is evolving at a massive rate with educators exploring the 
relevance of Virtual Reality (VR) technologies for education and training.  Crucially, VR can support remote 
learning, allowing students a presence in the classroom even when working elsewhere. 

 
Who will be affected by a lack of coverage? 
 
In considering the merits of the subject application, it is important to give due cognisance to those that would be 
impacted upon if the current network requirement for Vodafone Limited was not to be addressed. The following 
paragraphs will provide some context on this issue using recent statistics and data. 

 
According to approximate figures produced by www.which.co.uk in an article dated 17 May 2021 and titled ‘Who are 
the biggest UK mobile networks’3, Vodafone Limited, (an MNOs – Mobile Network Operators), and their respective  
Mobile Virtual Network Operators (i.e., Asda Mobile, Lebara and Voxi), make up approx. 17.5M mobile users, equating 
to approx. 21% of the market. 

 
It is therefore fair to assume that a similar percentage of the mobile device users in the local area will be relying on the 
operator in question to provide uptodate mobile network coverage at the earliest opportunity.  
 
How people use their mobile devices 
 
Society’s reliance on mobile connectivity was increasing before the pandemic and has since increased.  It is also fair to 
assume that increased use of and expectation for reliable mobile digital connectivity will see this upward trend 
continue given a widespread societal shift to a mix of previously normal and home-working practices and also face-to-
face and remote-learning in the educational sectors. 

 
The reader will also appreciate that those living in lower income households are less likely to have fixed line broadband, 
tending instead to be reliant on mobile connectivity for online access. It is they who will find reliable uptodate mobile 
digital connectivity an essential service, rather than a luxury, for all sorts of reasons including working from home, 
education, accessing services online, shopping online, and keeping in touch with friends and family amongst other 
things.  These households will be further disadvantaged if the current infrastructural need is not met.  
 
Another important factor to consider is the impact a lack of uptodate network services will have upon local businesses, 
including those working from home and recent start-ups. As an example, Ofcom in its Online Nation 2020 report states 
that a shift in consumer behaviour regarding business-focused video calling services has occurred since lockdown, 
with these being:  
 

‘…perceived to provide a better replacement for face-to-face interaction, whereas previously it was mainly 
used to communicate with friends or family abroad or far away.’   

 
Those continuing to work from home in the target coverage area, and those businesses and other establishments that 
continue to operate with reduced face-to-face contact and that use the operator’s network, including via their MVNOs, 
will all benefit from the provision of improved network services, and this is recognised as an essential part of the post-
pandemic economy recovery.   
 
The Covid-19 pandemic and its context with the provision of mobile network services 
 
One must consider the operational context of modern communications in the management of the pandemic.  
 

 
 
3 https://www.which.co.uk/reviews/mobile-phone-providers/article/best-mobile-networks-overview-amhDx1F0z41t#who-are-the-biggest-uk-mobile-
networks 
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There will undoubtedly be long-term implications on the way we do business, socialise and function and in 2020 the 
Scottish Government’s Digital Directorate, a part of Business, Industry and Innovation, published a statement in 
relation to telecommunications infrastructure deployment in a context of the Covid-19 pandemic4, stating that: 

 
“Digital connectivity has never been more vital than it has proven to be during the last few months, whether 
supporting our health and emergency services or in enabling people to work or study from home and stay 
connected to friends and family. 
 
The telecoms sector is also critical in supporting the development and growth of Scotland’s economy, especially 
in more remote areas and in support of a resilient and green recovery from the impacts of COVID-19.” 

 
Mobile communications have been a key element in maintaining operational businesses, education and social 
interaction during the pandemic facilitating working from home initiatives and as an alternative to face-to-face contact 
for patients and the more vulnerable persons in our society to stay in touch with friends and family members who 
could no longer visit them in hospital, in care, in isolation or when shielding. In instances where students/pupils could 
not attend schools or colleges, mobile communications have been a key facilitator in remote learning. Indeed, many 
establishments have now adopted the use of bespoke apps or the likes of ‘seesaw’ or ‘google classrooms’ for teachers, 
students and parents/guardians to interact on a daily basis. Such apps allow schools/colleges to record what is 
happening, set and receive homework/coursework, and to notify parents of important information about operations, 
such as temporary closures or Covid-19 regulations. Whilst these apps can be used on many devices and work with 
both Wi-Fi and mobile communications networks connections, the dependence upon the latter is undoubtedly 
significant given the ease with which one can do so.  
 
Government Ambition and Legislative Reforms 
 
The subject proposal must be considered in a wider context of current Government guidance and ambition which 
clearly recognises the benefits that modern communications networks bring. The reader will also be aware that a 
number of legislative reforms have already taken place to support the provision of improved and of up-to-date network 
services for all, the most recent of which was the April 2021 revision to Part 20, Development by electronic 
communications code operators, Class 67. 
 
The Third National Planning Framework 
 
NPF35 recognises the role that modern communications systems must play in achieving sustainable economic growth 
and advocates a general presumption in favour of allowing the development for modern communications. It 
encourages a more positive approach to how LPAs view new development proposals with an emphasis on the 
important benefits modern communications bring, for example helping to achieve sustainable economic growth and 
the need for access to high quality mobile services in all areas, both rural and urban. 
 
The Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) 
 
The SPP6 recognises the importance of the contribution of high-quality electronic communications to economic growth, 
and states that planning authorities should take account of the economic and social benefits of proposed infrastructure 
when determining applications. It also reiterates that development should be designed as sensitively as possible in a 
context of the specific technical requirements faced by the operator, acknowledging that technical constraints often 
place limitations on design flexibility and options. 
 

 
 
4 https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-statement-to-telecommunications-operators-on-build-and-maintenance-of-networks/ 
5 http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0045/00453683.pdf  
6 http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0045/00453827.pdf  
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Paragraph 293 of the SPP clarifies this, stating: 
 

“The planning system should support:  
 

• development which helps deliver the Scottish Government’s commitment to world-class digital 
connectivity;  

• the need for networks to evolve and respond to technology improvements and new services; 
• inclusion of digital infrastructure in new homes and business premises; and  
• infrastructure provision which is sited and designed to keep environmental impacts to a minimum.” 

 
Paragraph 299 goes on to confirm that: 
 

“All components of equipment should be considered together and designed and positioned as sensitively as 
possible, though technical requirements and constraints may limit the possibilities.” 

 
With regards to the issue of health and safety, Paragraph 300 provides the following guidance: 
 

Planning authorities should not question the need for the service to be provided nor seek to prevent 
competition between operators. The planning system should not be used to secure objectives that are more 
properly achieved under other legislation. Emissions of radiofrequency radiation are controlled and regulated 
under other legislation and it is therefore not necessary for planning authorities to treat radiofrequency 
radiation as a material consideration”.  

 
Planning Advice Note 62 – Radio Telecommunications (PAN62) 

 
The PAN 7  gives advice on the sequential process of site selection and design, illustrating how transmission and 
associated equipment can be sensitively installed. It also explains why additional base stations are needed to serve the 
growth in customer demand and in response to changing technical requirements, including the third generation of 
mobile phones. 
 
Local Plan 
 
The North Lanarkshire Local Plan8 2012 includes Policy ‘EDI3 Assessing Economic Development and Infrastructure 
Proposals’ , the relevant sections of which state: 
 

“A Utilities Development 
The Council supports in principle recycling centres, all forms of renewable energy generation and 
telecommunications proposals, subject to: 

3 Telecommunications  
there being no reasonable possibility of sharing facilities or using existing buildings or structures, and 
development being sited and designed to reduce visual and environmental impact” 

 
This, along with the NPF, is the primary policy test for the subject proposal and it is important that decision makers 
realise the difficulty in applying general policy criteria to such niche infrastructure development, especially when one 
considers the functionally led design criteria needed to ensure effective operation.  
 

 
 
7 http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2001/09/pan62/pan62-  
8 https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2020-06/North%20Lanarkshire%20Local%20Plan.pdf 
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Other 
 

Please also note that the proposal should be considered in a context of the following recent Government publications: 
 

• The Scottish Government Consultation on the relaxation of Planning Controls for Digital Communications 
Infrastructure, August 2016,9 confirms that: 
 
“World class digital connectivity is vital to Scotland’s economy, whether in relation to improving the ability of 
business to operate effectively in attracting inward investment; the delivery of public services; contributing to 
a low carbon environment and having strong, connected communities in urban and rural areas. Digital 
connectivity takes on greater significance in Scotland, helping to address some of the disadvantages of physical 
distances between places.” 

 
• The Scottish Government Mobile Action Plan, June 2016,10 outlines its aims as this: 

 
“Ensuring high quality digital connectivity across all of Scotland is a priority for the Scottish Government (SG). 
We have set out an ambition for the availability of world class digital connectivity across Scotland, and we 
recognise that improved mobile connectivity is an integral part of delivering that ambition” 

 
• Digital Strategy for Scotland, March 2017,11 sets out a vision for Scotland setting out plans to ensure: 

 
“…that we put digital at the heart of everything we do – in the way in which we deliver inclusive economic 
growth, reform our public services and prepare our children for the workplace of the future…”  

 
“It recognises the profound challenges that digital poses for the nature of work, for society and for both the 
world and domestic economies. It also accepts that no single organisation can hope to have the answers to 
these questions and therefore looks to create a culture and environment of partnership in which we take 
collective action to ensure that nobody is left behind and we all remain safe, secure and con dent about the 
future.”  

 
The fact that each of these publications are recent and are on a national basis places significant weight on the 
benefits attached to proposals for improved communications and infrastructure and provide a counterbalance 
to any perceived visual/environmental impact. 

 
• 5G: Strategy for Scotland12 confirms the Scottish Government's aspiration is for Scotland to be at the forefront 

of this revolution and, ultimately, to establish the whole country as a leading 5G digital nation. The strategy 
confirms that 5G will be transformational for businesses, public services and for individual citizens. It is 
suggested that enhanced 5G capability could reduce business start-up costs, stimulate exports and increase 
the use of cost-reducing technologies such as cloud computing. It could provide easier access to healthcare, 
education and online shopping for people, wherever they live in the country. 

 
Planning Summary  
 
A summary as to why the subject proposal adheres to all relevant policy criteria is outlined below: 
 

• Operational requirement 
 

 
9 http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2016/08/5901  
10 http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Economy/digital/Publications/SGMAP  
11 http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0051/00515583.pdf 
12 https://www.gov.scot/publications/forging-digital-future-5g-strategy-scotland/ 
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The subject proposal, which is essential infrastructure, will provide a solution for maintaining 3G, and 4G 
network services and establishing a new 5G solution to the benefit of those living, working and 
travelling/visiting the local area.  

 
• Siting 

The siting of any new base station development is directly linked to operational need. In this instance, the 
coverage requirement relates to the provision of services to a predominantly residential area. An exhaustive 
site selection process has preceded the nomination of the subject site and it is our contention that the subject 
proposal offers a suitable site option for this coverage requirement. Please refer to the discounted site options 
above for details. However, any alternative site suggestions will be gratefully received and duly investigated 
at any stage in the planning process.  

 
• Design 

Similar to siting requirements, the design of any new base station development is directly linked to operational 
need. It also has to be tailored to the bespoke nature of the site in question and requires consideration in a 
context of topography, proximity to other natural and manmade features, planning policy and other local 
sensitivities. Following the nomination of the subject site, a well-considered design process has been 
implemented with the applicant having to balance technical requirements with the minimisation of visual 
impact. Given the height requirements to achieve an effective coverage solution above both natural and 
manmade designations and ICNIRP Certification, a 20m mast is necessary. In light of the roadside nature of 
the site, a street furniture style mast has been proposed. A minimum amount and size of apparatus has been 
proposed and a lesser sized mast simply would not be able to provide an efficient coverage solution from this 
site. 
 

• Colour scheme 
The proposed mast will be grey in colour. This has been deemed most appropriate as it allows for best 
absorption against the built forms of the surrounding streets and the predominantly grey skyline. The 
proposed cabinetry will also be coloured green, as per standard manufacturing specification. 

 
• Impact upon trees 

The development will be set in a context of existing vegetation and trees. Whilst some lo-level scrub will be 
cleared to facilitate the works, this will be undertaken to as sensitively as possible, minimizing impact upon 
nearby trees. The trees adjacent to the site are not TPOd and no arboricultural impact assessment is deemed 
to be necessary. 

 
• Flooding 

The proposed site is not in an area identified as having any significant flood risk. A flood risk assessment is not 
therefore deemed to be necessary. 

 
• Cumulative Impact 

Although there are ground-based telecommunications base station sites present in the wider locale, 
cumulative impact will not pose any significant issue.  
 

• Impact upon built heritage 
The development is not set in a close context of any built heritage sensitivities and impact upon those that 
exist in the wider area is considered to be both acceptable and outweighed by benefit. 

 
• Impact upon natural heritage 

The development is not set in a close context of any such sensitivities. This is a non-issue. 
 

• Impact upon residential amenity 
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The development is set in a context of several residential properties, but the site’s offset positioning from 
their frontal facades and location on the peripheries of the residential area will mean unacceptable impact 
upon residential amenity has been minimized as far as is operationally possible. Any harm that may occur 
would also be well outweighed by benefit. 
 

• Impact upon general amenity 
The roadside nature of the site will mean that the development remains visible within the public domain. 
However, it will benefit from a backdrop and context of street lighting and buildings and any impact will be 
minimal. Any harm would also be well outweighed by benefit. 

 
• Benefit 

As indicated above, the proposed essential infrastructure will allow local residents, businesses and visitors in 
the locale to access the many social and economic benefits associated with modern communications network 
services. High quality and reliable communications infrastructure are essential for economic growth and social 
well-being and the demand for mobile data in the UK is increasing rapidly as households and businesses 
become increasingly reliant on mobile connectivity. The infrastructure must therefore be in place to ensure 
supply does not become a constraint on future demand.  There should be no doubt that the Government fully 
supports the development high quality communications infrastructure and decision makers must appreciate 
that the NPF advocates that local planning authorities should also support the expansion of electronic 
communications networks where impact is deemed to be acceptable or outweighed by benefit.  

 
• Weighing up Harm versus Benefit 

Introducing any new infrastructural element into a street scene will undoubtedly result in some degree of 
visual impact. However, the impact that will occur as a result of this essential infrastructure being deployed 
here is considered to be both acceptable and outweighed by the many benefits of providing an effective 
modern communications service. 

 
• Health  

An ICNIRP Certificate has been supplied. As such, the issue of health is not a material planning consideration. 
However, for the benefit of further information on this matter, we would refer the reader to the additional 
supporting information that has been submitted with this application. 

 
We trust that the above and enclosed information is to your satisfaction and would be happy to expand upon any 
aspect of this proposal if required. 
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