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Notice to Interested Parties 

  
The survey was undertaken with all proper and reasonable skill and care, in a professional 
manner, and in accordance with accepted standards, methodologies and guidelines. This 
report is based on the evidence recorded at the site at the time of the survey.  We cannot 
guarantee that the survey findings provide a complete list of the species present and 
their abundance on the site.  However, the information gathered is sufficient to provide 
an assessment of the ecological interest on the site and justify the recommendations 
provided in this report. 
 
Note: As a guide the information provided in this report is valid for 12 months. 
 
Copyright 
 
© This report is the copyright of Code 7 Consulting Ltd.  Any unauthorised reproduction or 
usage by any person is prohibited. 
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Executive Summary 
 
This report is submitted to Cornwall Council (CC) in support of a planning submission for 

alterations and extensions to Brickworks cottage at Trelonk Farm, Ruan High Lanes, Cornwall at 

OS Grid reference SW886 412.  The survey was undertaken within the proposed development 

footprint as shown on Plan 1. 

 

Desk studies, along with an extended Phase 1 survey were undertaken on the 25th February 2022. 

The surveys were undertaken in order to establish biodiversity baselines and to enable potential 

development impacts on biodiversity to be assessed and opportunities identified for biodiversity 

enhancement on the site.  There is currently no requirement to provide for Biodiversity Net Gain 

for a small site development.  Nevertheless, opportunities for biodiversity mitigation and 

enhancement have been provided in the report. 

 

The site adjacent to the Upper Fal Estuary and Woods Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and 

the Fal and Helford Special Area for Conservation (SAC) the boundaries of which are shown on 

Plan 3. The proposal does not lie within the boundaries of a designated site and will not have a 

direct impact upon the conservation objectives of the designated sites.  A Habitats Regulations 

Assessment (HRA) of the site is likely to be required due to the proximity of the SAC site 

The site is a residential dwelling and garden.   The proposal is for a two-story extension to the 

northern elevation, single extensions to the east and west elevations of the property and the 

creation of a new garage. 

 

The findings of the preliminary field surveys recorded the following: 

• No Priority Habitat was recorded at the site. 

• Priority Species – no priority species were recorded on the site during the Phase 1 survey. 

• The Cottage – There are features of bat roost potential including (i) slate hanging at the 

northern and southern gable ends and roof structure of the cottage and (ii) the roof structure 

and slates on eastern and western elevations of the northern single storey lean-to extension. 

Insufficient information is available to assess the impact of the proposal on Priority Bat 

Species.  Recommendation: Further bat surveys are required to establish the current bat use, 

if any of the roof structure of the building.  The level of mitigation/compensation, if required, 

will be determined by the Phase 2 surveys. 

• Dense scrub.  An area of dense scrub is located above the rock face/retaining wall located 
along the eastern side of the building.  This is not Priority Habitat but would provide habitat 
for nesting birds as well as shelter and a feeding resource for birds and potentially also 
feeding habitat for bats. 

• Species-poor Garden hedge along the western boundary of the site is not Priority Habitat.  
Nonetheless, the small number of trees/shrubs are likely to provide potential habitat for 
nesting birds. 

• The built-up ground surrounding the southern and western sides of the property comprises 
paving and gravel and are of negligible biodiversity value. 

• Grassland field.  This is species-poor agriculturally improved grassland and is not Priority 
habitat.   

• There are opportunities for biodiversity enhancement in particular for nesting birds and 
roosting bats.  The provision of a new species-rich native hedgerow along the eastern 
boundary would mitigate for the loss of dense shrub habitat in providing nesting habitat for 
birds.  A locally appropriate mix of native trees and shrubs species is recommended.   
 



  

 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 

Code 7 Consulting Ltd was instructed to undertake an extended Phase 1 habitat 

survey together with a preliminary bat survey at Brickworks Cottage, Trelonk 

Farm, Ruan High Lanes, Cornwall.  

 

This report presents the findings of the surveys.   

 

1.1  Objectives 
 

The objectives of the ecological survey were to: 

• Complete an extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey of the site 
• Undertake a preliminary bat survey of the Brickworks Cottage  
• Identify potential habitat/structures for protected species or species of 

conservation concern. 
• Evaluate the constraints that the presence of any habitat or species of 

conservation concern may place on the development proposal at the site. 
 
1.2 Bat Legislation 
 

All bats are afforded full protection under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 

amended); the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 as well as under the Habitat 

Directive, as enacted in the UK by the Conservation (Natural Habitats etc.,) 

Regulations 1994 (as amended 2010, 2012).  Under Annex II of the European Habitats 

Directive all bat species within the UK are designated as European Protected 

Species (EPS). In combination the legislation makes it an offence to: 

• Intentionally or recklessly/deliberately injure, take or kill any bat 

• To possess a bat (unless obtained legally) whether alive or dead 

• Intentionally or recklessly/deliberately damage, destroy or obstruct access to 
any place that bats use for shelter, or protection whether bats are present or 
not 

• Intentionally or recklessly/deliberately disturb a bat whilst it is occupying a 
structure or place that it uses for rest or shelter 

• Deliberately disturb bats in such a way that is likely to significantly affect 
either the ability of any group of bats to survive, breed, rear or nurture their 
young or affect the local distribution or abundance to that species. 

 

1.3 Status of Bats in the UK 
 

Bat populations in the UK are declining and some species of bat are seriously 

threatened. 

 



  

 

The following bat species have been identified as requiring further conservation 

work and are listed as Priority Species1 formerly referred to as Biodiversity Action 

Plan (BAP) species.  

• Lesser Horseshoe bat 

• Greater Horse bat 

• Brown Long-eared bat 

• Soprano Pipistrelle 

• Noctule 

• Barbastelle 

• Bechstein’s  
 

1.4 Planning Policy 
 

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) requires that due regard is given in 

the planning process to biodiversity features of value. ODPM 06/2005 provides 

guidance that developers should only be required to carry out surveys for 

protected species if there is a reasonable likelihood of protected species being 

present and affected (paragraph 99, Government Circular: ODPM 06/2005). This 

circular still carries weight with regard to the National Planning Policy Framework 

(NPPF). 

 
1.5 Site Description  
 

The Brickworks Cottage is located at Trelonk Farm, Ruan High Lanes, in Cornwall 
at OS grid reference SW886 412.  The location of the property is shown on Plan 1. 
 
It is a detached character cottage set in a rural location located adjacent to the 

Upper Fal Estuary and Woods Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and the Fal 

and Helford Special Area for Conservation (SAC). 

 

 
Photograph 1 - Brickworks Cottage  

 
1 Priority species and priority habitats were formerly known as Biodiversity Action Plan priority species/habitats 

and are synonymous with Habitats and Species of Principle Importance (SPI and HPI) under the NERC Act. The 

term BAP priority is still widely used and the terms are interchangeable, but refer to the same definitive list of 

species and habitats. 



  

 

 

1.6 Site proposal 
 

The proposal is for a two-story extension to the north elevation, single storey 

extensions to the eastern, western and southern elevations and the creation of a 

new garage with vehicular access. 

 
 

2. SURVEY METHODOLOGY 
 

A combination of desk study interrogation of existing records, together with field 

surveys, were used to provide information on the biodiversity value of the site.  

 

2.1. Desk Study 
 

A desk study of historic records of legally protected or otherwise notable species 

within the local area was obtained from the ERCCIS (2022) and also from publicly 

available information on the internet, including the National Biodiversity Network 

website and Local Authority Planning Portal.  

 

2.2. Field Surveys 
 

Baseline Phase 1 habitat and bat scoping surveys were undertaken on the 25th 

February 2022. 

 

2.2.1 Phase 1 Building Surveys for Bats 

 

A detailed inspection for presence of bats and or evidence of use by bats was 

undertaken of the cottage including the single storey northern extension. 

 

The building was examined externally and internally using ladders (where 

necessary), close focussing binoculars, a high-powered torch, endoscope and 

visual inspections made for signs of bat activity including: urine stains, fur staining, 

bat droppings, feeding remains, odour, and presence of bats. 

 

2.2.2 Phase 1 Habitat Survey of land within proposed development footprint.  

 

The habitat types were categorised in accordance with the Joint Nature 

Conservancy Council Phase 1 Survey standard methodology (JNCC, 2003) and also 

the Guidelines for Baseline Ecological Assessment (IEA, 1995) to include recording 

of features and habitat that would indicate the presence, or likely presence, of 

legally protected species or otherwise notable species of nature conservation 

importance.   

 

 



  

 

Table 2.3 Survey personnel 

 

Survey Dates Personnel 
Phase 1 habitat survey & 
bat scoping survey of 
building 

25/02/2022 Tania Percy-Bell BSc, MSc, MCIEEM 
 

 

 

3. LIMITATIONS OF SURVEY 
 

This report is based on the evidence recorded at the site at the time of the survey.  
The survey was undertaken as a time of year when some plants are not evident, 
due to die back and also the scope of the habitat survey did not include a survey 
for lower plants [bryophytes and lichens].  Therefore, the assessment of the range 
of plants present within the survey area should potentially be regarded as an 
underestimate.  
 

There were no limitations to the preliminary bat scoping survey.  Full access was 

provided to dwelling.  The roof void was inspected for bat presence, bat 

droppings, urine stains etc., with the use of a powerful torch and endoscope. 

 

The information gathered during this survey is however sufficient to provide a 
preliminary assessment of the ecological interest on the site and justify the 
recommendations provided in this report.  As a guide the information provided in 
this report is valid for 12 months. 
 
 

4. RESULTS 
 

4.1 Desk Study  
 

4.1.1 Statutory and Non-statutory Sites of Nature Conservation Importance 

 

The location of designated sites within a 2 -km radius of the site is shown on Plan 

3. The site surveyed lies adjacent to the following statutory or non-statutory 

designated site of biodiversity importance: 

(i) The Fal and Helford Special Area for Conservation (SAC) 

(ii) The Fal and Helford (Marine) SAC 

(iii) The Upper Fal Estuary and Woods Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 

 

4.1.2 Species 

 

There are historic records (ERCCIS to 2022) for the following species within 2-km 

of the site: 

 

Amphibian  Status 

Common Frog Rana temporaria Protected 



  

 

Flowering Plant   

Briza minor Lesser quaking-grass Priority 

Carex vulpine True fox-sedge Priority 

Cyclamen hederifolium Sowbread Protected 

Euphorbia exigua Dwarf Spurge Priority, Local Priority 

Hyacinthoides nonscripta Bluebell Protected 

Melittis melissophyllum Bastard Balm Priority, Local Priority 

Misopates orontium Weasel's-snout Priority, Local Priority 

Spergula arvensis Corn Spurrey Priority, Local Priority 

Stachys arvensis Field Woundwort Priority, Local Priority 

Valerianella dentata 
Narrow-fruited 
Cornsalad 

Priority, Local Priority 

Lichen   

Cladonia portentosa - Protected 

Zostera (Zosterella) 
noltei 

Dwarf Eelgrass 
Priority, Local Priority 

Insect   

Anthonomus rufus A beetle Local Priority 

Leptura aurulenta A beetle Priority, Local Priority 

Scolytus intricatus Oak Bark Beetle Local Priority 

Euphydryas aurinia Marsh Fritillary 
Protected, Priority, Local 
Priority 

Lasiommata megera Wall Priority 

Orthetrum cancellatum Black-tailed Skimmer Local Priority 

Tiphia minuta Small Tiphia Priority, Local Priority 

Malacosoma neustria Lackey Priority 

Melanthia procellata Pretty Chalk Carpet Priority 

Conocephalus dorsalis Short-winged Cone-head Local Priority 

Conocephalus fuscus Long-winged Cone-head Local Priority 

Reptiles   

Anguis fragilis Slow-worm Protected, Priority 

Zootoca vivipara Common Lizard Protected, Priority 

Mammals   

Lutra lutra European Otter 
Protected, Priority, Local 
Priority 

Meles meles Eurasian Badger 
Protected, Priority, Local 
Priority 

Pipistrellus pipistrellus Pipistrelle Protected 

Plecotus auritus Brown Long-eared Bat 
Protected, Priority, Local 
Priority 

Rhinolophus hipposideros  Lesser Horseshoe 
Protected, Priority, Local 
Priority 

Bird   

A total of 148 protected and or priority bird species have been recorded within 2-
km of the site.  The majority of these species are waders that are associated with 
estuary habitat and would not occur on the site. 
 
Of the 24priority farmland and woodland bird species recorded 15 are red listed, 
eight are amber listed and one is a local priority.  These includes: 
Skylark Alauder arvensis Red listed 



  

 

Meadow pipit Anthus pratensis Amber listed 

Swift Apus apus Amber listed 

Stock dove Columba oenas Amber listed 

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus Red listed 

House martin Delichon urbicum Amber listed 

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella Red listed 

Merlin Falco columbarius Red listed 

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus Amber listed 

Linnet Linaria cannabina Red listed 

Grasshopper warbler Locustella naevia Red listed 

Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata Red listed 

House Sparrow Passer domesticus Red listed 

Marsh Tit Poecile palustris Red listed 

Dunnock Prunella modularis Amber listed 

Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula Amber listed 

Tawny Owl Strix aluco Amber listed 

Starling Sturnus vulgaris Red listed 

Redwing Turdus iliacus Red listed 

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos Red listed 

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris Red listed 

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus Red listed 

Barn Owl Tyto alba Local Priority 

Lapwing Vanellus vanellus Red listed 

 
 
4.2 Field Surveys 
 

4.2.1 Phase 1 Building Survey 

 

(i) The Cottage:  
The property has been re-roofed with non-bituminous roofing felt present 

within the roof void.   

 

Internal building inspection:  

The void was accessed and inspected for presence of bats and evidence of 

bats using high powered binoculars.   No bats or evidence of bats was 

recorded within the roof void.  Cluster flies were present flying within the roof 

void and numerous dead honey bees were recorded over the roofing 

insulation. 

 



  

 

 
Photograph 2 - showing internal view of roof void and presence of deep loft insulation.  The roof 

void was filled with cluster flies and the surface of the roof insulation by dead honey bees.  No 

bats or evidence of bats was recorded 

 

External building inspection:  

• The roof slates are generally very tightly fitted with negligible gaps present 

between the slates. 

 

• There are gaps present under some of the slates at the northern and 

southern gable ends that would provide potential roosting sites for bats.   

 

 
Photograph 3 - showing tight slates with general absence of gaps between slates. Gaps are 

present under slates at southern gable end. 

 



  

 

 
Photograph 4 - showing slates present at northern gable end with gaps under some of the slates 

providing potential roosting sites for bats 

 

 

(ii) The single-story northern extension  
Not bats or evidence of bats was recorded within the roof space of the 

extension (Photograph 5).   The slates on the extension roof are generally 

tightly fitted with negligible gaps between slates.  Some gaps were recorded 

at the roof verges 

 

There are gaps present behind some of the slates present along the eastern 

and western elevation which would provide roosting sites for bats 

(Photograph 7). 

 

 
Photograph 5 – showing internal view of void of northern elevation extension. 

 



  

 

 
Photograph 6 – showing external view of northern elevation extension with tight fitting roof 

slates.  Some gaps present at roof verge allow potential access into roof structure between 

roofing felt and slates.   

  
Photograph 7 - showing slates present at west and east roof elevations with some gaps under 

some of the slates providing potential roosting sites for bats. 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

4.2.2 Phase 1 Habitat Survey 

 

The finding of the phase 1 habitat survey are described below and shown on 
Plan 4. 

 

(i) East side of the property 
 

 
Photograph 8 – view north - showing presence of a retaining wall, dense scrub and an agricultural 

field on the east side of property 

 
Rock face/retaining wall and dense scrub 
On the eastern side of the property (Photograph 9) there is a rock face 
together with a short section of un-mortared stone-built retaining wall that is 
topped by dense scrub habitat.  A narrow gap is present between the rock face 
and the property (Photograph 10).  The rock face and wall do not contain holes 
or cervices suitable for nesting birds or roosting bats. 

 
The rock face is overhang by dense ivy with the occasional presence of 
vascular plant such as navelwort, cleavers, lord’s and ladies, hart’s-tongue fern, 
herb Robert, common polypody and common nettle.  Localised patches of 
bryophytes are also present. 

 
The dense scrub vegetation comprising a mix of hawthorn, bramble, European 
gorse, grey willow, elder and occasional buddleia.  Mature ivy was recorded on 
some of the shrubs.  A bird’s nest was recorded within one of the shrubs.  The 
ground layer is dominated by a carpet of dense ivy with the occasional 
presence of other species such as herb Robert, common nettle, cleavers, lords-
and-ladies, false soft brome and hogweed recorded. At the he southern end of 
the retaining wall comprises an  
 
A narrow flower bed is present on top of the stone-built wall.  Here an 
ornamental buddleia bush and snowdrops were recorded. 
 



  

 

 
Photograph 9 – view south - showing presence of a narrow gap between retaining wall and the 

east side of property.  The retaining wall is overhang by dense ivy. 

 
Grassland within proposed development footprint 
To the east of the property there is an arable field with areas of grassland.  The 
area of the field that will be impacted by the proposal comprise species-poor 
semi-improved grassland.  The grassland contains a low diversity of species 
comprising a mix of rye grass, Yorkshire fog, cock’s foot and red fescue 
together with the occasional vascular plants present including daisy, broad-
leaved dock, creeping buttercup, dandelion and spear thistle.  

 

(ii) South and west side of property 
 

 
Photograph 10 – south & west side of property– showing built-up areas of gravel and paving 

together with a gapping hedge along western boundary. 

 

The southern side of the property consists of a gravel area and a brick path to 

the front door. 

 



  

 

The western side of the property comprises a paved area, stone-built barbeque 

together with a defunct (gappy) hedge. 

 

The hedge present along the western boundary is very open in structure with a 

lot of dead wood present.  It comprises a series of shrubs including spindle and 

hawthorn some of which support a dense cover of ivy.    The ground layer is 

species-poor dominated by ivy with only the very occasional presence of 

vascular plants present, the most frequent of which were lords-and-ladies, 

hart’s-tongue fern, foxglove and sweet violet. 

 

Between the hedge and paved area there is a flower bed that is dominated by 

lower growing periwinkle, ivy and bluebells.  The occasional other plant 

recorded included primrose, hart’s-tongue fern, lords-and-ladies and low 

growing ornamental roses. 

 

4.2.3 Species 

 

• No notable plant species were recorded on the site during the Phase 1 site visit. 

• There was no evidence of a badger sett or badger activity within the area 

surveyed.  

• No evidence of otter activity was recorded within the area surveyed. 

• The area of dense scrub and associated field margin along the eastern side of 

the property would offer potential habitat for reptiles such as slow-worm or 

common lizard. 

 

 



  

 

5. Evaluation of Biodiversity value of the site and Recommendations 
The surveys were undertaken at the site in order to establish biodiversity baselines and to enable potential development impacts on 

biodiversity to be assessed and opportunities identified for biodiversity enhancement on the site.   

 

There is currently no requirement to provide for Biodiversity Net Gain for a small site development.  Nevertheless, opportunities for 

biodiversity enhancement have been provided in the Table below. 

 

Habitat/Structure Evaluation & Recommendations Preliminary Impact Assessment, Mitigation 
implications & potential enhancements 

Impacts on statutory 
designated and non-
statutory designated sites\ 
 
(i) The Fal and Helford 

Special Area for 
Conservation (SAC) 

(ii) The Fal and Helford 
(Marine) SAC 

(iii) The Upper Fal Estuary 
and Woods Site of 
Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) 

 

Evaluation: 
 
The proposed development will not have a direct impact 
upon the SAC/SSSI site. 
 

Impact Assessment: 
A Habitats Regulations Assessment of the site is likely to 
be required due to the proximity of the SAC site 

 
 

Brickworks Cottage  Evaluation: 
No evidence of bats was recorded within the roof void.   
 
The slates at the northern and southern gap ends of the 
property as well as slates along the eastern and western 
elevations of the single storey northern extension 
provide potential sites for roosting bats.   
 

Impact Assessment: 
Insufficient information is available to assess the impact 
of the proposal, if any, on Priority Bat Species.   
 
Recommendation: 
Phase 2 bat surveys are required to establish the current 
bat use, if any of the roof structure.   
 



  

 

There are also potential bat access points into roof void 
and or roof structure (the gap between the roof slate and 
roofing underlay).   
 
Recommendation: 
Phase 2 bat surveys are recommended to establish bat 
current use (if any) of the roof structure including the 
roof void and gable end slates. 
 
A minimum of one emergence survey is recommended.  
In the event that bats are recorded than further surveys 
will be required. This should follow the current best 
practice bat survey guidelines.  Surveys should be carried 
out within the period May – September with at least one 
survey within the period May-August. 

 
 

Hedge along western 
boundary 

Evaluation: 
This is a very gappy hedge with a lot of dead wood 
present.  The hedge provides habitat for nesting, feeding 
and as shelter for breeding birds. There are no trees 
present with bat roost potential within the hedge. 
 
Residential hedges do not meet criteria as Priority Hedge 
habitat 
 
 

Impact Assessment: 

• Loss of hedgerow habitat would impact future 
nesting opportunities for breeding birds. 

• Removal of trees/shrubs during the bird nesting 
season would impact nesting birds.  

 
Recommendation: 
Undertake any vegetation clearance outside of the bird 
nesting season (1st March – 31st August), Alternatively 
carryout a bird survey prior to work to inspect hedges 
for nesting birds.  If recorded than clearance should 
cease until the young have fledged. 
 
Mitigation: 
Loss of habitat for nesting birds could be achieved by 
offsetting any hedgerow losses through the creation of 
new hedges along the eastern boundary of the site. 
 



  

 

Enhancements: 

• Provision of on-build nesting sites on the proposed 
extension and or new garage  

Dense scrub over retaining 
wall rock face 

Evaluation: 
The area of dense scrub along the eastern side of the 
property provides habitat as nesting sites, feeding and 
foraging for birds and potentially also feeding habitat for 
bats.  A bird’s nest was recorded in this section of scrub 
during the Phase 1 survey. 
 
Dense scrub is not a Priority habitat 

Impact Assessment: 

• The proposed eastern extension including new 
garage will result in the loss of dense scrub habitat. 

• Loss of scrub habitat would impact future nesting 
opportunities for breeding birds. 

• Clearance of vegetation during the bird nesting 
season would impact nesting birds.  

 
Recommendation: 
Undertake any vegetation clearance outside of the bird 
nesting season (1st March – 31st August), Alternatively 
carryout a bird survey prior to work to inspect hedges 
for nesting birds.  If recorded than clearance should 
cease until the young have fledged. 
 
Mitigation: 
Loss of scrub habitat for nesting birds could be achieved 
by offsetting any habitat losses through the creation of 
new hedges along the eastern boundary of the site. 
 
Enhancements: 

• Provision of additional new hedgerow habitat. 

• Provision of on-build nesting sites on extension and 
or proposed garage. 

Grassland  Evaluation: 
The grassland forms part of a larger arable field unit.  The 
grassland corner is species-poor and is not Priority 
Habitat 

Impact Assessment: 
The proposed western extension including new garage 
creation will result in the loss of grassland habitat of low 
biodiversity value. 
 



  

 

There is currently no requirement to provide for 
Biodiversity Net Gain for a small site development.   
 

Built-up areas on southern 
and western side of 
property  

Evaluation: 
The built-up areas of paving and gravel have negligible 
biodiversity value.  
 
 
 

Impact Assessment: 
The proposed extension to the south and west of the 
property will no directly impact areas of biodiversity 
value. 
 
 

SPECIES 

Birds The proposal will result in loss of nesting habitat.    
 
The potential for impacting works is dependent on the 
timing of the construction works.   
 
Works during the nesting period is likely to have an 
impact on common breeding birds. The bird nesting 
season is from 1st March to 31st August inclusive, although 
nesting may start before this and extend beyond it, 
depending on the weather. 
 
All wild birds are protected from disturbance during 
nesting under the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) as 
amended and the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 
(2000).  
 

Recommendation: 

• Impacts can be avoided if potentially impacting 
works are undertaken outside of the bird nesting 
season. 

 

• If this cannot be avoided, a breeding bird survey will 
be necessary immediately prior to the works taking 
place in order to avoid any damage to nesting birds. 
NB sufficient time should be programmed in so that 
in the event that nesting birds are found there is 
time for the young to fledge prior to the planned 
start of works.  If nesting birds are found during the 
course of work, all work should stop in the 
immediate vicinity and professional ecological advice 
should be sought. 

 

• Losses of hedgerow habitat and or dense scrub can 
be mitigated by creation of additional new hedges 
using an appropriate mix of locally native trees and 
shrubs. 

 

• Improvements to the existing hedges will enhance 
bird nesting and foraging opportunities. 



  

 

 
Additional nesting sites could also be incorporated 
within the design of the building. 

Bats The property contains features (gaps under slates) of bat 
roost potential.  Three bat species have been recorded 
within the local area. 
 
All bats are protected under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife 
and Countryside Act 1981. Most bat species are also 
listed as Priority Species [formerly referred to as UK BAP 
species]. 
 

Recommendation: 
Phase 2 bat surveys to establish current use, if any of the 
property and provision of mitigation as appropriate. 

Badger There are historic records for badger for the local area. 
 
No evidence of badger activity was recorded within the 
area surveyed.  

No mitigation proposed 

Otter There are historic records for otter for the local area. 
 
No evidence of otter activity was recorded within the 
area surveyed. 

No mitigation proposed 

Reptiles There are historic records for reptiles – slow-worm and 
common lizard for the local area. 
 
The area of dense scrub and associated field margin 
would offer potential habitat for this species group.   
However, due to the presence of a heavily shaded steep 
rock face on the west side of this area it would comprise 
only a small area of suitable habitat and if present they 
are likely to be occur in small numbers.    

Recommendation: 
In order to prevent harm to any reptiles that may be 
present on-site it is recommended that the clearance of 
the dense scrub and ground layer vegetation is under an 
ecological watching brief. 

 



  

 

Plan 1 – Brickworks Cottage - Location of site and blue line survey 

boundary 

 

 
 

  



  

 

Plan 2 – Brickworks Cottage - Proposed development 

 

  



  

 

Plan 3 – Designations of Conservation Interest within 2-km of the 

site 

 
 

 

 

  Legend: 

 Location of Site 

 

 



  

 

Plan 4 – Phase 1 Habitat Survey and Features of Conservation 

Interest 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Legend: 

 Defunct (gappy) species-poor garden hedge 

 Dense scrub over retaining wall rock face  

 Species-poor agricultural grassland part of arable field 

 Retaining wall – rock and un-mortared stone-built wall 

 Built-up area – gravel, paving & barbeque area 

 Ornamental Flower bed 

 Survey area 

A Arable field crop 

 

(Note: not to scale – approximate location of habitat) 
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