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Heritage Statement:

The Heritage Asset (Oxhey Hall Conservation Area):

The subject property is located within the Oxhey Hall Architectural Conservation Area. It is not a
Listed or a Locally Listed building. There are no trees within the subject property’s boundaries that
are protected by a tree preservation order. The Conservation Area is not located within an AONB.

The subject property is located in an historically significant ‘metroland’ development dating from
c.1935-37. The development - Oxhey Hall - is located to the south of Watford, off the A4125. The
development is on a hill, with a significant increase in gradient from the A4125 along the north
boundary of the development, towards the ‘back’ of the development to the south, where it borders
Oxhey Hall Playing Fields (formerly Oxhey Hall Golf Club).

The subject property was built c.1935 as part of the speculative residential and new town devel-
opment precipitated by the extension of the metropolitan rail network. Oxhey Hall is typical of this
“Metroland” style of development, and is characterised by attractive architectural details, widespread
use of traditional materials including brick, roof tiles, timber and coloured / painted render, as well as
outstanding topography, trees and wildlife.

The character of this area is determined by the mix of typologies (predominantly two-storey detached
and semi-detached, with an occasional chalet-style bungalow). This mix of typologies results in an
irregular spacing of houses; some with side accessways, and some without. Most of the properties
which originally benefitted from side accessways have been extended so that the footprint of the
ground floor occupies some or all of the side passageway (for use as a garage, and/or for habitable
space). Almost all properties enjoy generously-sized back gardens.

The scale and proportions of the buildings are mainly regular and were designed to look larger than
they actually are to give an increased impression of prosperity. Features which contribute to this
include; the projecting ‘bay’ to the front of the property, with a recessed entrance porch; a two-tiered
roof (with a lower ridge height in the roof above the front bay), and particularly deep eaves; the use
of wide, horizontal windows to the front. (Several properties features exposed timberwork to the front
elevation of the upper floor, however this is not a feature of the subject property.)

These features, together with the original roof form and roof slates and the mono-chrome palette of
the exterior walls, as well as the hedges and shrubbery to the front and rear of the property are all
in keeping with the original design ethos and are to be retained in the proposed works to the subject
property.

In our appraisal of the subject property and its ‘Metroland’ context, the design team has been mindful
of the ‘good’ and ‘bad’ interventions which have occurred in the ACA over time. The integrity of the
context has been paramount in preparing our design proposal. We have considered the current ‘sta-
tus quo’ of the ACA, assessing both the original character of the properties, and the character, scale
and form, and materiality of the extensions which have occurred over time, in the ACA.

The overriding scale, form, materials and elevational characteristics of the proposed design is - we
feel - respectful of, and very much in keeping with, the present-day Oxhey Hall ACA, and the design
guidance outlined by Three Rivers LPA for domestic extensions in an ACA.




