PROPOSED TEA GARDEN 

SUPPORT STATEMENT 3. 

TEMPORARY CHANGE OF USE OF PRIVATE GARDEN AND RETENTION OF FAMILY SHEPHERDS HUT TO FORM TEA GARDEN AND SERVERY

(DURATION - 2 YEARS)

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT POLICY

INTRODUCTION
This document seeks to demonstrate how the proposed Tea Garden meets multiple requirements of  The  Stoke-upon-Tern Neighbourhood Plan which in turn reflects the strategic policies of: 

· The National Policy Framework and Planning Policy Guidance

· The Shropshire Local Development Framework: Core Strategy 2011-2026 

· The plan for Shropshire, Site Allocations & Management of Development Plan (SAMDev)

1. COMMUNITY ASSETS, FACILITIES AND SERVICES
The proposed Tea Garden will be a valuable community facility. The neighbourhood plan outlines the importance of  a balanced and sustainable community, to ensure that local people have access to a range of shared space, community facilities and other local services to enhance the sustainability of their communities and residential environments. The plan further details that development proposals should provide appropriate provision and support towards new facilities, and enhancements
Policy CS8 of the Shropshire Core Strategy encourages the provision of infrastructure, facilities, services and amenities that contribute to the quality of life of residents and visitors.
Policy CAF2:  seeks to protect and enhance community assets. The retention and / or the enhancement of community assets will be supported where access to a range of community facilities is essential to deliver the services that meet community needs. This is especially important in smaller settlements where services and facilities are limited.

2. BUSINESS AND  EMPLOYMENT
The proposed Tea Garden will provide important rural business and employment opportunities for local people. Additionally, the proposals demonstrate diversification from the former Ollerton House farmstead to a new home based service sector catering facility. The Neighbourhood Plan specifically encourages small-scale economic development proposals that help to diversify the rural economy. 

Policy BE1: Rural Diversification 

Development that contributes to diversification of the rural economy will be supported, subject to it respecting local character, residential amenity and highway safety. 

Policy BE2: Home Based Business 

The inclusion of space for homeworking in residential properties will be supported

SAM Dev Adopted Plan December 2015 states that small-scale office, workshop and light industrial uses will be supported where they are well located and well suited to employment use.  

3. SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

The proposed Tea Garden includes many elements of sustainability, as outlined in the vision, aims and objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan, particularly:
Biodiversity: 

24 linear metres of new wild privet hedgerow creates significant biodiversity gains

Delivering the aspirations and needs of the local community

Catering Facility supporting Local Farmers by using locally sourced  ingredients 
Creating local village jobs 
Community facilities to improve people’s quality of life
4. SPORT, RECREATION AND WELL BEING FOR RESIDENTS AND VISITORS 
The proposed tea garden is of particular interests to cyclists runners and walkers within the community and beyond. Open source aggregated GPS and mapping data from cyclists and walkers provide clear evidence that Ollerton is part of a particularly busy route yet has no rest places for extended distances. Notably, The Neighbourhood Plan recognises the link between sport, recreation, health and well being for residents and visitors, It also calls for the provision of shared space and community facilities, See GPS activity data Heatmap document.
Paragraph 70 of the National Planning Policy Framework states that “to deliver the social, recreational and cultural facilities and services the community needs, planning policies and decisions should Plan positively for the provision and use of shared space, community facilities.
Policy CS8 of the Shropshire Core Strategy sets out the Shropshire Council’s approach to the provision of infrastructure, services and facilities, and aims to protect and enhance “existing facilities, services and amenities that contribute to the quality of life of residents and visitors”.

