MCL DESIGN & BUILD
CREATIVE SOLUTIONS FOR INDOOR & OUTDOOR LIVING
UNIT L2, BURNTWOOD RING ROAD, BURNTWOOD WS7 3JQ

Tel: 07974 100728    Email: mcl.design@aol.co.uk 
PROPOSED NEW SINGLE DWELLING.

LAND TO REAR OF 156 MAIN STREET, ALREWAS, STAFFS, DE13 7ED
DESIGN, ACCESS & HERITAGE STATEMENT.
LOCATION:

No 156 is located on the South side of Main Street in the Village of Alrewas, within the district of Staffordshire, with the nearest city, Lichfield being about 5 miles to the Northeast.

SETTING:

Within the village there are forty-seven listed assets with all of the assets being Grade II with the exception of All Saints Church that is Grade I. These assets are within the historic areas of the village and are included in the Alrewas Conservation Area.

The materiality of the conservation area is expressed through the use of traditional building materials on a range of buildings of different dates and architectural styles. The high number of well-preserved buildings, both timber framed and brick, adds to both the evidential and architectural values of the conservation area.

The Main Street area is defined by the irregularity of its layout and spacing of buildings and the high number of timber framed buildings which it contains, often of one and half storeys in height, which relate well to other historic two storey brick or brick faced houses. Spacing of properties is relatively dense with older properties of 18th and 19th century date situated close to, or on, the back of footpaths. 

The changes to the setting have however been gradual and brought about to adapt to the changing needs of the village and the residents with the resulting impact being low. The setting of assets do need to evolve and with care the introduction of new elements can result in little or no impact and in some cases, improvements being made.

SITE:

No. 156 Main Street is a 19th century two-storey red brick building with a pitched tiled roof, which is situated in the southwest of the Alrewas Conservation Area. It is not near to any registered parks and gardens or historic battlefields. The site itself contains no designated or non-designated heritage assets and is not listed and is not recorded on the Staffordshire HER
The rear elevation of the house looks out onto the garden. Across the rear elevation of the house there is metal and glass veranda. The front elevation of the house which overlooks Main Street is bounded by a low red brick wall and a tall hedge. 
The site extends to approximately 2800sqm

The boundaries comprise mature hedges and trees with a section of redbrick boundary wall to the northeast. The garden is laid down to lawn interspersed with flower beds and shrubbery. The boundary wall separates the garden, including 156 Main Street itself, from the neighbouring property at 154, whilst the southern and eastern boundaries of the garden are delineated by mature hedges with neighbouring residences beyond. To the west of the garden is a further red brick boundary wall separating it from other neighbouring properties. 
ACCESS:

The proposed new dwelling is located in an area of garden to the rear. The area is currently laid to lawn and was previously used as a tennis court. Recently approved new garaging and parking for the existing property is already served by an existing driveway to the side of the main property. 
It is proposed to extend this driveway to the east side of the new garaging and back to an additional garage and parking area for the proposed new dwelling. A No Dig driveway solution will be incorporated to ensure protection of all existing planting, whist also retaining the character of the existing drive. The driveway and parking shall be fully permeable ensuring that all rainwater remains on site.
DESIGN:

The clients have put great emphasis on the design to ensure that it is it has a low carbon footprint, whilst also adopting some of the key features and narrative of the area.

As such timber framing and timber cladding has been included within its construction fabric, utilising a renewable and substantial resource, with high embodied carbon within the building material.
Oak has also been incorporated on the key features and prominent elevations to provide a construction style reflected in many timber frame buildings within the area. However, softwoods have also been used in other areas, which are far more sustainable. This construction will provide improved environmental credentials, be aesthetically pleasing and a durable construction, which will mellow further with age and also compliment other adjacent buildings.
Reclaimed materials will be used where possible and provision for electric car charging and bike storage incorporated within the garage space, alongside generous parking provision for the existing and proposed property.

Positioning of the new dwelling will not require the removal of any trees or hedges. Moreover, its height layout and design will ensure that it nestles into the site behind the existing high mature boundary hedges and tree canopies. There will be no overlooking and the use of natural and reclaimed materials wherever practicable will further soften its appearance.
The retained trees, boundary details and an existing commitment to new tree planting on site, combined with selective new planting and landscaping will all ensure excellent amenity space for both properties. The existing house still extending to approximately 1200sqm of garden and amenity area and the proposed new property in excess of 800sqm. Both properties will have very generous, attractive and biodiverse gardens.
Other key aspects reflecting the need to build in a more sustainable and eco-friendly manner is to include excellent natural levels of light and ventilation. The substantial gable end glazing, rooflights and flexible living spaces, will all ensure that the use of natural light and ventilation is optimised at all times. The North facing glass gable will provide excellent natural light and avoids any overlooking. The inclusion of roof lights, french doors and windows, all creating double aspect rooms & circulation spaces will also ensure superb natural cross ventilation throughout the building, particularly important with increasingly hot summers.

Furthermore, the flexible design approach will allow use of the dwelling by all. Wide corridors, doorways and even the inclusion of pocket doors/screens will ensure an ease of access and flow throughout the property. Adaptable ground floor areas suitable for the less able or elderly, or indeed use as offices or playrooms by younger families, all ensure high quality and truly flexible living.
SUMMARY:

The inclusion of timber within construction & cladding, along with reclaimed materials and sympathetic landscaping will all ensure that this proposal has a soft footprint in both terms of its visual & environmental impact.
Access to the site will remain the same and with the driveway unchanged, the view from the street scene for passers-by will remain the same. Views within or across the property will be appealing with materials and high-quality flexible design, which are both sympathetic to the site and wider location.
With negligible impact to any historic significance of the site, this proposal will allow the proposed new property to be used flexibly by varied owners in a manner that is consistent with modern living, without negative impact to the existing properties or residents & utilises the site to its full potential.
LEGISLATION & GUIDANCE:

Note has been taken of the Legislation & Guidance within the following documents regarding buildings and areas of special architectural and historic interest.

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas)
Act 1990.

National Planning Policy Framework 2012 (The NPPF)

HER (historic environment record)
Lichfield District Local Plan Strategy 2015 

Lichfield District Historic Environment
SPD (2015) 
HE- Managing Significance in Decision-Taking Produced by Historic England

British Standard 7913:2013 Guide to the Conservation of Historic Buildings
