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PART 1: INTRODUCTION: 
 
1.1 REASONS FOR SURVEY: 
 
PENNINE Ecological have been commissioned by Jason Smith, to undertake a Preliminary 
Ecological Appraisal (PEA) at Land of Goodshaw Lane, Crawshawbooth, Lancashire, BB4 8BY. 
 
The study is required in association with a proposal to construct a single storey eco home in the 
centre of the site. 
 
The study includes the following elements: 
 

• UK Habitat Classification Survey. 

• Breeding Bird (Including Barn Owl) Evaluation.  

• Preliminary Bat Roost Evaluation. 

• Badger Evaluation 

• Great Crested Newt Evaluation  
 
The study also includes a full evaluation of the ecological significance of the survey and 
recommendations/precautions where appropriate. 
 
The site was initially surveyed in April 2021 by Pennine Ecological. However a new planning 
application is proposed for the site and as such, an updated survey and report have been 
undertaken to support this application. This report presents the findings of the surveys 
undertaken on 7th March 2022.   
 
The surveys were undertaken by Patrick Leatham a surveyor with over 9 years experience in a 
wide range of ecological surveys and assessment. Patrick is also a Full member of the 
Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (MCIEEM). 
 
1.2  SITE LOCATION: 
 
The site is located to the north of Rossendale, within Crawshawbooth BB4 8BY.  
 
Ordnance Survey grid reference SD 8141 2604. 
 
The location of the study area is shown on Maps 1 and 2 in the Appendix.  
 
1.3  SURVEY METHODOLOGY: 
 
The methodologies where specific surveys were applied are outlined below. 
  
1.3.1  UK Habitat Classification Survey: 

A UK Habitat Classification (UKHabs) survey (UKHab Ltd, 2020) of the habitats within the red 
line boundary was undertaken on 7th March 2022. The habitats have been mapped using the 
fine-scale minimum mapping unit. Higher vascular plant species (where present) were recorded 
and given abundance values according to the standard DAFOR scale where: 
 
D =  Dominant 
A =  Abundant 
F  =  Frequent 
O =  Occasional 
R = Rare 
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Where appropriate the above values can be prefixed by the letter L (locally) or V (very), to 
provide more subtle biogeographical data. Secondary UKHabs codes have also been applied to 
describe the primary habitats where appropriate. 
 
A condition assessment for each habitat was also undertaken in accordance with the 
Biodiversity Metric 3.0 – habitat condition assessment sheets.  
 
1.3.2 Breeding Bird (including Barn Owl) Evaluation: 
 
Breeding birds were evaluated by an assessment of the sites habitats to support breeding birds 
and any evidence of current or historic nesting. Habitats suitable for breeding birds could 
include but are not limited to buildings, scrub, hedgerows and trees.  
 
Barn owl surveys involved a search of the farm sheds and trees affected by the development for 
typical signs of occupation using guidance provided by the Barn Owl Trust (2015).  
 
1.3.3  Preliminary Bat Roost Assessment: 
 
The preliminary bat roost survey was undertaken on the 7th March 2022 following the 
methodology outlined in Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologists: Good Practice Guidelines (3rd 
edn) Collins, J. Bat Conservation Trust (2016).  
 
The survey was undertaken by an experienced preliminary assessor of bat roost potential in 
consultation with a Level 2 licenced bat ecologist. 
 
The survey included standard searches for potential roosts in the farm sheds and trees within 
the site boundary which may be affected by the proposals. 
 
The inspection included the following: 
 

• Searches for feeding remains, staining and bat droppings on floors, around the edge of 
the interior/exterior walls or around suitable tree features (i.e., cracks, splits and 
crevices). 

 

• Searches for suitable entry and exit points in gaps between masonry, around eaves, 
soffits, ridges, flashing, under slates/tiles and/or in suitable tree features (as above). 

 
1.3.4 Badger Survey: 
 
A badger survey was undertaken to identify evidence of badger utilising the site and up to 50m 
from the site. Surveys were undertaken in accordance with ‘Surveying Badgers’ (Harris et al., 
1989).   
 
1.3.5  Great Crested Newt Evaluation: 
 
The site was evaluated by means of desk study and the surveyor’s specialist knowledge of the 
species, in particular its terrestrial habits and breeding requirements. 
 
1.3.6 Surveyor Experience: 
 
The surveyor and author of this report, Patrick Leatham, is a full member of the Chartered 
Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (MCIEEM) and has over 9 years’ 
experience in ecological survey and evaluation. Key skills include the following. 
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•  Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey/UKHabs Survey. 
 

•  Proficient field botanist. 
 

•  Breeding bird survey. 
 

•  Mammal surveys including surveys for badger, water vole, otter, brown hare and 
preliminary bat roost survey. 

 

•  Extensive experience in great crested newt (GCN) survey, evaluation, licensing and 
mitigation. Natural England Class Licence WML-CL08 held. 

 

•  Ecological Evaluation and Impact Assessments in association with large scale 
infrastructure projects. 

 
1.4  SURVEY CONSTRAINTS: 
 
The survey of the site was undertaken at a sub-optimal time of year for botanical surveys, 
however, there was enough vegetative material visible to reasonably evaluate the floristic value 
of the site and to determine what communities were present. 
 
The constraint in respect of vegetation is considered to be ‘negligible’. 
 
All other surveys were undertaken at an appropriate time and there were no constraints to the 
level of survey undertaken. 
 

 



Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 
Gib Hill Stables, Goodshaw Lane, Crawshawbooth, Lancashire. 

  

 

PENNINE Ecological March 2022 4 
 

PART 2 SURVEY RESULTS: 
 
2.1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 

•   There are no statutory or non-statutory designations within the site boundary. 
 

•   There are no International/European statutory sites (Special Areas of Conservation/ 
Special Protection Areas / Ramsar) within 5km of the site. 
 

•   There is one nationally designated statutory site ((Site of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI)) within 5km of the site; West Pennine Moors SSSI which is located approximately 
4.2km west.  
 

•   There are seven Biological Heritage Site (BHS) within 2km of the site. The nearest is 
Goodshaw Baptist Chapel Grounds (site ref: 82NW08), located approximately 245m 
north. 
 

•  The area affected by the proposal comprises primarily tall ruderal herb, bare ground and 
small areas of debris. There are also a number of farm sheds which are currently used 
as wood storage. A number of mature trees have recently been felled on the site.    
 

•   The habitats affected by the proposal are of 'site' value only. 
 

•   There are no known S41* habitats/species on the proposal site. 
 

•    No evidence of nesting birds was recorded during the survey. Potential for nesting birds 
is present in the farm sheds. However, the site is small in size and overall, the bird 
interest cannot exceed ‘local’ i.e. Parish value.  
 

•   The corrugated metal sheet sheds have ‘negligible’ potential for roosting bats and no 
further surveys are required. 
 

•  There are no trees with bat roost potential on the site and no further surveys are 
required.  
 

•   The land is primarily tall ruderal herb and bare earth with trees along the north boundary. 
Due to the size of the site, this habitat is considered to be of ‘low’ value for foraging and 
commuting bats. 
 

•   The survey revealed no evidence of use of the site by badger. Suitable habitat for sett 
construction is very limited in the site. No further surveys are required.  
 

•   One pond has been identified within 250m of the site. The pond is an ornamental garden 
pond 216m east of the site. The pond is surrounded by optimal terrestrial habitat. In 
addition there is limited connectivity between the pond and the development site and 
therefore no impact on amphibians including GCN are anticipated by the proposals. No 
further surveys are required. 

 
*Section 41 – Habitats and Species of Principle Importance in England (NERC Act 2006). 

 
2.2 DESK BASED STUDY: 
 
A request was made to Lancashire Environmental Record Network (LERN) in March 2021 to 
obtain details of any non-statutory sites (BHS) or biological records within 2km of the site. 
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The Multi Agency Geographical Information Centre www.magic.gov.uk was referred to in 
respect of statutory sites. 

 
Table 1: Desk Study Data: 

Statutory Sites: 

On site: Off site: 

None. Within 5km: West Pennine Moors SSSI (4.2km west).  

Non-Statutory Sites: 

On site: Off site: 

None Within 250m: Goodshaw Baptist Chapel Grounds BHS (245m north). 
Within 500m: None. 
Between 500m-1km: Crawshaw Hall Wood BHS (960m south). 
Between 1km-2km: Limy Water Fields BHS (1.1km north-west), Swinshaw 
Moor BHS (1.23km east), Love Clough Fold Bluff BHS (1.35km north), 
Cribden Moor BHS (1.65km south-west), Laund Banks BHS (1.65km south-
west).  

Other Site Designations: 

On site: Off site: 

None. Within 250m: Folly Clough District Wildlife Site (DWS) (200m south). 
Goodshaw and Stoneholme Woods DWS (400m west). 
Within 500m: None. 
Between 500m-1km: Gin Clough DWS (600m north-west). 
Between 1km-2km: Cribden Moor DWS (1.27km west).  

Protected Species: 

On site: Off site: 

None. Within 250m: Two common pipistrelle bat records including one roost (2005). 
Between 250m-500m: Two bluebell records (2002). Eight records of 
Melancholy thistle associated with Goodshaw Baptist Chapel Grounds BHS 
(2010). Six pipistrelle bat records including three roosts (2014).  

Other Species: 

On site: Off site: 

None. Within 250m: None 
Between 250m-500m: Nineteen bird records for eleven bird species, none of 
which are protected under S41 or Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside 
Act (WCA) 1981.  

 
It should be noted that species records over 500m of the site are not reproduced here as they 
are considered to have no association with the site and are beyond the sphere of influence of 
the proposals. 
 
 
2.3  UK HABITAT CLASSIFICATION SURVEY: 
 
2.3.1 General Description: 
 
The site of the proposed development is composed of tall ruderal herb and bare earth which 
has been created as a result of recent site clearance (including tree felling). Corrugated sheet 
farm sheds occupy the south-west corner of the site. There are some isolated piles of building 
debris and rubble within the western half of the site. Three mature trees (ash, goat willow and 
sycamore recorded in 2021 survey) have been felled since the initial survey. A managed, 
improved grassland access track runs along the north-eastern boundary of the site.   
 
Beyond the site to the east, south and west is intensively grazed (sheep) farmland. A strip of 
semi-mature planted trees are located along the eastern boundary of the site, however these 

http://www.magic.gov.uk/
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are considered to fall outside of the site boundary. To the north and west of the site is 
Goodshaw Lane and associated residential properties.  
 
2.3.2 Habitat Survey Target Notes: 
 
The surveyed area and target notes are shown on Map 1 in the Appendix. Note: All species 
nomenclature follows Stace, C. (1996) ‘New Flora of the British Isles’ - definitive English names. 
 
Target Note 1: Other Neutral Grassland (Tall Ruderal) and Bare Ground 
 
The site is dominated by areas of tall ruderal herb (UKHabs Code: g3c16) and bare ground. 
The areas of tall ruderal are mainly along the bank that is situated through the centre of the site 
and is dominated by nettle, with occasional cock’s-foot and Yorkshire fog. The areas of bare 
ground have formed where the site has been cleared (tree clearance and removal of asbestos 
building debris). There is still building debris present within these areas of bare ground.  
 
Target Note 2: Dilapidated Shed Buildings 
 
The south-western corner of the site is occupied by a number farm sheds made from corrugated 
metal sheets on a timber frame. These sheds are in poor structural condition and are partially 
collapsed. The sheds are currently used for wood storage.  
 
Target Note 3: Felled Trees 
 
Three mature trees which were previously recorded on the site have been felled as part of the 
site clearance. These trees included an ash, sycamore and goat willow. All three trees were 
assessed as negligible for bat roost potential in April 2021.   
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Site Photographs - Habitats: 
 

 
Photograph 1: Overview of the site looking south-west. Modified grassland and tall ruderal in 
foreground with dilapidated sheds in the south-west corner of the site.  
 
 

 
Photograph 2: Target Note 1 – Site is dominated by tall ruderal herb and bare ground. Bare 
ground has been generated from site clearance.   
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Photograph 3: Target Note 1 – Site is dominated by tall ruderal herb and bare ground. Bare 
ground has been generated from site clearance.  

 

 
Photograph 4: Target Note 2 – Dilapidated sheds which are currently used to store wood.  
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Photograph 5: Target Note 2 – View of internal space of the dilapidated sheds which are currently 
used to store wood.  
 

 
Photograph 6: Target Note 3 – Mature sycamore felled as part of site clearance.  
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Photograph 7: Target Note 3 – Mature ash felled as part of site clearance.  

 

 
2.4 BIRDS: 
 
2.6.1 Breeding Birds: 
 
Barn Owl: 
 
The farm sheds on site were inspected for evidence of nesting/roosting barn owl which included 
searches for the following features: 
 

• Presence of owls. 

• Potential nest sites. 

• Potential roosting sites. 

• Faecal splashing on walls floors and beams. 

• Presence of barn owl pellets and feathers. 
 
No evidence of use by barn owl was identified on site. The sheds are unlikely to be utilised by 
barn owl as they are relatively low in height (barn owls generally roost at least 3 metres above 
ground level) and susceptible to predation. Furthermore, there is limited opportunity for 
nesting/roosting due to the simple structure of the sheds and no perching areas present. 
 
Based on the findings on site, barn owl are considered to be absent from the site. The farm 
sheds provide ‘negligible’ potential for barn owl.   
 
Other Birds: 
 
No obvious sign of use of the site by other birds was noted. 
 
The sheds provide some limited nesting opportunities for common birds.  
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The site is unsuitable for ground nesting bird species due to the site being cluttered and 
surrounded by trees and residential properties, thus increasing the risk of predation.  
   
 
2.5 PRELIMINARY BAT ROOST ASSESSMENT: 
 
The preliminary bat roost assessment was undertaken on the corrugated metal farm sheds. The 
sheds were systematically searched for bat roost potential. 
 
The sheds are a simple structure with a timber frame overlaid with corrugated metal sheets. 
(see photographs 4 and 5 above). Due to the simple structure of these sheds, there are limited 
crevices present which could be of value to bats. Furthermore, these corrugated metal sheets 
are likely to fluctuate in temperature, heating up with the sun and cooling when there is no sun. 
This is sub-optimal for bats as they require cool, stable temperatures when roosting.   
 
Based on the absence of suitable roost features and the anticipated temperature fluctuations, 
bat roost potential is ‘negligible’. 
 
 
2.6 BADGER: 
 
Sett Search: 
 
The survey found no setts on the site or on the surrounding land.   
 
Search for Foraging Signs: 
 
The site was thoroughly searched for badger pathways or signs of foraging. No sign of badger 
foraging activity was found therefore it can be concluded that the species is not using this area 
for foraging. 
 
Boundary Search: 
 
The boundaries of the site were walked and examined for potential runs, pathways and latrines. 
The search revealed an absence of any runs that might possibly be attributed to badger around 
any of the boundaries. 
 
The search found no evidence of badger latrines on any boundaries, therefore the absence of 
latrines indicates a lack of territorial activity in the near vicinity of the site. 
 
In addition, the LERN data returned no records of badger within 1km of the site. 
 
  
2.7 GREAT CRESTED NEWT: 
 
The study revealed that there are no ponds on site and one pond within 250m. 
 
The pond is located 216m east of the site and is situated on the edge of Folly Clough. The pond 
has been identified through an ecological assessment for a separate development (ecology 
services, 2019). The report describes the pond as: 
 
“A small ornamental pond developed from the remnants of the old water storage tanks of the 
former mill. The pond has a perimeter of c25m with a total coverage of lemna sp. (duckweed). 
The banks comprise of soft earth and stone with abundant flag iris. The pond is shaded c70% 
by overhanging mature trees from the woodland. Mallard were identified close to the pond. 
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Incidental evidence from residents infers that the pond forms part of the sceptic tank system 
used by the 4 residential properties further to the north of the site within the wider survey.” 
 
The pond was subject to a Habitat Suitability Index (HSI) Survey1 and was assessed as poor 
suitability to support great crested newts (GCN).  
 
The pond is situated over 200m away from the development site. Between the development site 
and the pond there is an abundance of intensively grazed farmland, which is considered sub-
optimal terrestrial habitat for GCN. The pond is situated on the edge of mature woodland and 
there is an abundance of optimal GCN terrestrial habitat surrounding and to the south of the 
pond.  
 
The presence of the above habitats in relative proximity to this pond will act as a 'terrestrial 
sponge' effect, since where suitable habitats are present in close proximity (within 100m) of a 
pond, it has been demonstrated2 that they usually support the majority of the breeding 
population. The following statement from English Nature Research Report 576 below is 
particularly relevant in this respect. NE state that: 
 
“The most comprehensive mitigation, in relation to avoiding disturbance, killing or injury is 
appropriate within 50m of the breeding pond. It will almost always be necessary to actively 
capture newts 50-100m away. However, at distances greater than 100m, there should be 
careful consideration as to whether attempts to capture newts are necessary or the most 
effective option to avoid incidental mortality.” 
 
It is therefore considered that any GCN potentially present within this pond are highly unlikely to 
utilise the site and no impacts are considered likely to GCN from the proposals.  
 

 
1 HSI applies ten suitability indices which are multiplied together to produce a score for each pond (Oldham et al, 2000). Based on 

the score a pond suitability for supporting GCN is applied to each pond 
 
2 English Nature (2004) An assessment of the efficiency of capture techniques and the value of different habitats for the great 
crested newt (Triturus cristatus). English Nature Research Report 576. PENNINE Ecological were contributors to this study 
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PART 3 SUMMARY EVAULATION & RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
3.1 SUMMARY EVALUATION OF FINDINGS: 
 
The following section discusses the significance of the survey findings. It should be noted that 
this part of the evaluation relates to habitats and species and includes reference to the following 
statutory/non-statutory instruments. 
 

• The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (and later amendments), with particular reference 
to protected species listed in Schedules 1, 5 and 8 of the above act. 

 

• Conservation of Habitats and Species (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 
 

• Section 41 Habitats and Species of Principal Importance in England. Natural 
Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006. 

 

• Reference to any relevant Red Data List/Book species and Nationally Scarce species 
not covered by the above or any other lists / schedules of species rarity or importance. 

 

• Use of the Biological Heritage Site Guidelines for Site Selection (LCC, LWT 1998) has 
been made. This document is an invaluable tool for assessing the significance of 
species / habitats in Lancashire since it sets out the minimum ecological requirements 
for species/habitats to be selected as a Biological Heritage Site. Biological Heritage 
Sites (BHS) are by definition considered to be of Lancashire County significance for their 
ecological interest. By implication, sites that fail to meet these guidelines would not be of 
County ecological significance, but may be of significance at a more local scale e.g., 
Borough / Parish etc. The use of this method of site evaluation is in effect application of 
the Ratcliffe (1977) Criteria at a more specific local County level. 

 
The evaluation is based on the commissioned surveys and desk study only. 
 
The following statements are relevant in respect of the above. 
 
3.1.1 Statutory Sites: 
 
The site has no statutory designations. 
 
The West Pennine Moors SSSI is located 4.2km west of the site. 
 
There are no direct/indirect impacts on the statutory sites generated by the proposals. 
 
3.1.2 Non-statutory Sites: 
 
The site has no BHS designation and none of the habitats/species qualify for BHS status under 
the various guidelines for selection. 
 
The nearest BHS is Goodshaw Baptist Chapel Grounds, which is approximately 245m north of 
the site. The BHS is designated for its assemblage of Melancholy thistle. At 245m from the 
BHS, the proposal would not have any effect on the qualifying feature of this site. 
 
All other BHSs are over 900m (approx.) from the site and again beyond the sphere of influence 
of the proposals. 
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There are four DWS within 2km of the site, the nearest is Folly Clough DWS, approximately 
245m south. Again, the proposals would not have any effect on the qualifying feature of this site 
and any of the other three DWS identified.   
  
3.1.3 Section 41 NERC Act 2006 Habitats & Species: 
 
These are Species and Habitats of Principal Importance for the Conservation of Biodiversity in 
England under Section 41 (S41) of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) 
Act 2006. 
 
There are no S41 species or habitats within the site. 
 
3.1.4 Nationally Scarce/County Red Data List Species: 
 
There are no Nationally Scarce/County Red Data list plant species on the site. 
 
In addition to the above, the field survey and evaluation of the site revealed the following 
information. 
 
3.1.5 Vegetation/habitats: 
 
The proposal will directly affect small areas of tall ruderal herb, bare ground and a number of 
farm shed buildings. 
 
Collectively the habitats affected are of 'site' ecological value, with impacts not extending 
beyond the land directly affected by the proposals. 
 
3.1.6 Birds: 
 
Barn Owl: 
 
The farm sheds on site offered ‘negligible’ potential for roosting and nesting barn owl. 
 
There was also an absence of any sign of barn owl occupation, including faecal splashing, owl 
pellets or feathers.  
 
Breeding Birds - General: 
 
The area of land affected by the proposal includes farm sheds and tall ruderal habitat which 
offer limited nesting opportunity for birds.   
 
Overall, given the small size of the site, the site is not capable of supporting bird populations 
exceeding ‘local’ (i.e. Parish) value. 
 
3.1.7 Bats: 
 
The sheds offered ‘negligible’ potential for use by roosting bats. The habitats on site may be 
used for foraging purposes and the tree line along Goodshaw Lane is likely to be a well-used 
commuting corridor through the local landscape.   
 
The site is considered to be of 'site' ecological value for bats, with impacts not extending beyond 
the land directly affected by the proposals. 
 
3.1.8 Badger: 
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No evidence of badger activity was found in the wider site area during the survey; therefore the 
species is absent on site. The vegetated banks within the site are suitable for badger habitation.  
 
3.1.9 Great Crested Newt: 
 
There are no ponds on site and one pond located 216m east of the site. Potential impacts to 
GCN have been discounted due to the lack of terrestrial connectivity between the development 
site and the pond, and an abundance of optimal terrestrial GCN habitat surrounding the pond 
and to the south.    
 
 
3.2 RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
The following section outlines any mitigation or precautions required in respect of the survey 
findings. 
 
3.2.1 Vegetation/Habitats: 
 
No significant habitats are affected by the proposals and no further surveys or provisions are 
recommended. 
 
3.2.2 Birds: 
 
It is recommended that the removal of the farm sheds is undertaken outside of the nesting 
season between 1st September and 28th February inclusive, to ensure that nesting birds are not 
adversely affected. If removal/demolition is not possible at that time and works are scheduled 
during 1st March and 31st August, then checks by a suitably experienced ecologist are required 
to confirm that nesting birds are absent from the site before clearance can take place. 
 
3.2.3 Bats: 
 
The site does not provide any suitability for roosting bats and no further surveys or provisions 
are recommended.   
 
3.2.4 Badger: 
 
Badger are absent on site and adjacent to the site and no further surveys or precautions 
recommended. 
 
3.2.2 Great Crested Newt: 
 
There are no ponds within the site. One pond is located 216m east of the site, however 
potential impacts in relation to GCN have been discounted and no further surveys or 
precautions in respect of GCN are recommended. 
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APPENDIX: 
 

Map 1: Land at Goodshaw Lane - LERN Desk Study Plan  
Map 2: UKHabs Baseline Map 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Map 1 – Land at Goodshaw Lane: LERN Desk Study Plan 

 

    



Map 2 – UKHabs Baseline Map 

 

    

 


