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1   Introduction 

 

1.1  Ashley Helme Associates Ltd (AHA) are appointed by Anwyl Partnerships to prepare a Designer’s 

Response Report to the Stage 1 Road Safety Audit (RSA) that has been undertaken for the 

proposed Site access arrangements for a development proposal on land off Didsbury Road 

Heaton Mersey. 

 

1.2  Scheme Details 

 

1.2.1  This Designer’s Response Report has been prepared following an independent Stage 1 RSA of 

the works proposed on the following plans: 

 

• Drg No 1767/01/A:      Proposed Site access arrangements, and 

• Drg No 1837 AHM LMA 00 XX DR A 7002 Rev P4: Site Plan Proposed. 

 

1.2.2  The scheme consists of: 

 

(i) Construction of a new Site access, 

(ii) Internal roads and car park areas, 

(iii) New footways within the scheme, and  

(iv) New footpath connection to an existing footpath. 

 

1.2.3   The Transport Statement (TS) report (ref 1767/1/A) was provided to the Audit Team and this was 

examined as part of the audit process. The TS report includes:  

 

• Accident data for the Site Access/Didsbury Road junction, 

• Swept path analysis drawing of the proposed Site access, and 

• Estimates of development generated traffic. 

 

1.3  Key Personnel 

 

1.3.1  The key personnel associated with this RSA are set out below. 

 

• Overseeing Organisation: Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council 

• RSA Team:   Jon Birkett, Meraki Alliance, 

• Design Organisation:  Simon Helme, Ashley Helme Associates  

 

1.4  Stage 1 Road Safety Audit 

 

1.4.1  The audit visit was carried out on 20 July 2022 by the following members of the Audit Team: 
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  Jonathan Birkett - IEng, MICE, FIHE, MSoRSA,  

  Holder of Highways England Certificate of Competency 

  Road Safety Audit Team Leader 

 

  Andrew Tunnaciffe - IEng, BSc(Hons), FIHE, 

  Holder of Certificate of Competency 

  Road Safety Audit Team Member 

 

1.4.2  The audit was undertaken in accordance with the DfT publication GG 119. 

 

1.4.3  A copy of the Stage 1 Road Safety Audit Report is included in Appendix A of this report. AHA has 

carefully considered the problems and recommendations of the Stage 1 RSA. Chapter 2 of this 

report includes all of the problems and recommendations raised by the Audit Team, as well as 

the AHA’s response to these issues. 

 

1.4.4  The summary and conclusions of the report are presented in Chapter 3. The RSA Decision Log 

and the Design Organisation and Overseeing Organisation statements is included in Appendix 

C of the report. 
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2  Identified Issues and Designers Response 

 

2.1 PROBLEM 1-1 

 

2.1.1 Location: Site access and internal road. 

 

2.1.2 Summary: A lack of suitable safe crossings locations will increase the risk of pedestrian/vehicle 

collisions as well as slips, trips and falls. 

 

2.1.3 A site access will be created with Didsbury Road and as such will bisect the existing footway 

running along the southern side of Didsbury Road a lack of safe crossing facilities will increase 

the risk of pedestrian/vehicle collisions. 

 

2.1.4 In addition, a short section of footway is proposed along the eastern side of the access road 

near the proposed access junction. Pedestrians using this footway will be presented with two 

choices to continue walking along the verge or cross the internal road to the footway which 

runs throughout the site. A lack of suitable crossing facilities at this location will increase the risk 

of pedestrian slips, trips and falls. 

 

2.1.5 Recommendation 

 

2.1.5.1 It is recommended that at detailed design suitable uncontrolled crossings are provided. 

  

2.1.6 Designer’s Response 

 

2.1.6.1 Dropped Kerbs and tactile paving will be provided at the Site access junction with Didsbury Road 

to assist pedestrians walking along the south side of Disbury Road. The precise location and 

specification of the crossing assistance can be agreed at detailed design stage. 

 

2.1.6.2 The RSA suggests that an additional crossing (ie dropped kerbs and tactile paving) is provided 

at the southern end of the footway on the east side of the access road. An alternative approach 

would be to shorten the footway on the east side of the access road and promote crossing 

movements near to Didsbury Road. Either way, both options can be examined at detailed 

design stage. 

 

2.2 PROBLEM 1-2 

 

2.2.1 Location: Access road. 
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2.2.2 Summary: A lack of suitable roadside protection can increase the risk of collision severity and 

pedestrian falls. 

 

2.2.3 It is proposed to construct a retaining wall along the southern side of the internal access road 

which includes a small car park (SF4). 

 

2.2.4 There are no details provided at this time if any form of roadside protection or pedestrian 

protection is proposed along the rear of the footway/car park that would in the event of an 

errant vehicle or pedestrian restrain them from travelling/falling down the retaining wall. 

 

2.2.5 A lack of suitable roadside protection can increase the risk of increased collision severity and 

pedestrian falls. 

 

2.2.6 Recommendation 

 

2.2.6.1 It is not expected that a vehicle restraint system will be required. However, as a minimum 

undertake an assessment of the risk using the Department for Transport Page 8 Road Safety 

Audit: Stage 1, Residential Development – Didsbury Road Heaton Mersey “Provision of Road 

Restraint Systems on Local Authority Roads” October 2011 and consider providing, bollards, 

planting and fencing to the rear of the footway/car park where there is an unprotected drop 

  

2.2.7 Designer’s Response 

 

2.2.7.1 The Site has a natural downwards gradient from north to south. To overcome level differences it 

is necessary to install a retaining wall within the scheme and this annotated as SP4 on the 

architect’s Site Plan. The architect’s Site Plan acknowledges that there will need to be further 

consideration of the retaining wall which will need to include suitable protection and restraint 

from fall. The precise specification of the retaining wall and associated safety measures can be 

agreed at detailed design stage. 

 

2.3 PROBLEM 1-3 

 

2.3.1 Location: Footways within Areas SF13, SF12 and SF14 

 

2.3.2 Summary: Inappropriate gradients of footways will increase the risk of pedestrian slips, trips, and 

falls. 

 

2.3.3 Examination of drawing shows that within area with numbers SF12, SF13 and SF14 new footway 

links are shown that currently do not exist. These footways are within areas of dense foliage and 

steep gradients, especially to the east of the existing footway which links between Masefield 
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Drive and Tennyson Close. These gradients especially will present a significant risk of pedestrian 

slips, trips and falls. 

 

2.3.4 Recommendation 

 

2.3.4.1 Provide footways that comply with the local authority standards and do not present steep 

gradients. 

  

2.3.5 Designer’s Response 

 

2.3.5.1 Planning policy at both national and local level encourages new developments to give the 

highest priority to sustainable travel choices, particularly walking. There is an existing sealed 

surface footpath that connects Masefield Drive with Tennyson Close to the west of the 

application Site. This provides a traffic-free walking route. The proposed footway connection 

between the development and the existing footpath fully accords with policy objectives. 

 

2.3.5.2 There are existing trees in the location of the proposed footpath connection. There is also a level 

difference between the application Site and the existing footpath. The new footpaths will be 

subject to detailed design and the final arrangement will need to strike an appropriate balance 

between the geometry, alignment and gradient of the footpath and the topography of the land 

and root systems of the trees.  
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3 Summary & Conclusions 

 

3.1 This Designer’s Response Report has been prepared following an independent Stage 1 Road 

Safety Audit (RSA) of the works proposed on the following plans: 

 

• Drg No 1767/01/A:      Proposed Site access arrangements, and 

• Drg No 1837 AHM LMA 00 XX DR A 7002 Rev P4: Site Plan Proposed. 

 

3.2 The RSA identified three problems and provided recommendations to address the issues. 

 

3.3 AHA has carefully considered the problems and recommendations of the Stage 1 Safety Audit 

Report. It is considered that the problems identified in the RSA can be fully examined and 

agreed at detailed design stage.  

 

3.4 The RSA decision log has been completed and signed by Simon Helme of the Design 

Organisation (AHA) and by highway officers at Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council 

(Overseeing Organisation). The RSA decision log is included in Appendix C. 

 

3.5 It is considered that the issues and recommendations identified by the Audit Team have been 

addressed. 

 

 

  



A RSA Report 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Residential Development – Didsbury Road Heaton Mersey 

Road Safety Audit: Stage 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stockport Council       Jonathan Birkett 

Fred Perry House       Meraki Alliance Ltd 

Edward Street       Unit 1 Waterside 

Stockport        Old Boston Road 

         Wetherby 

         LS22 5NB 

         Tel:+44 (0) 7966296302 

 

tel:+44


 
 

Road Safety Audit: Stage 1, Residential Development – Didsbury Road Heaton Mersey 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Residential Development – Didsbury Road Heaton Mersey 

Road Safety Audit: Stage 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Report Produced for: Stockport Council 

    Report Produced by:   Jonathan Birkett 

   Report Dated:    21 July 2022 

   Report Reference:   MAL/DRHMRSA1Rev0 

   Road Safety Audit Team Leader: Jonathan Birkett 



 
 

Road Safety Audit: Stage 1, Residential Development – Didsbury Road Heaton Mersey 

Residential Development – Didsbury Road Heaton Mersey 

Road Safety Audit: Stage 1 
 

Contents Amendment Record 
This report has been issued & amended as follows: 

Issue Revision Description Date Signed 

1 0 Draft Report 21 July 2022 JB 

1 0 FINAL REPORT 21 July 2022 JB 

 
Report Circulation Record 
This report has been circulated, as follows: 

Person Organisation  No. of 

Copies 

Date 

 Stockport Council Electronic  

Paul Loftus Ashley Helme Electronic 21 July 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

Road Safety Audit: Stage 1, Residential Development – Didsbury Road Heaton Mersey 

Contents 
1 Introduction 3 

1.1 General 3 
1.2 Documents Forming the Brief 3 
1.3 Collision, Traffic and Speed Data 3 
1.4 Details of Site Visit 4 
1.5 RSA Team and Format 4 
1.6 Departures or Relaxations from Standards 5 
1.7 Issues Raised in Previous RSA(s) 5 
1.8 Items Identified Outside the Scope of the RSA 5 
1.9 Information not Provided at RSA 1 6 

2 Items Raised at Stage 1 Road Safety Audit 7 

2.1 RSA Problems 7 

3 Audit Team Statement 9 

Appendix 1 – Audited Drawings and Documents 10 

Appendix 2 – Problem Location Plan 11 
 
 



 
 

   
Page 3 

Road Safety Audit: Stage 1, Residential Development – Didsbury Road Heaton Mersey 

1 Introduction 
1.1 General 

This report has been prepared in response to a request to undertake a Stage 1 Road 
Safety Audit (i.e., carried out prior to detailed design), by Ashley Helme on behalf of 
Stockport Council. The scheme submitted for Audit is the proposed new residential 
development, Didsbury Road, Heaton Mersey.  

The speed limits of the roads being audited are. 

• Didsbury Road 30mph. 

The scope of the proposed highway works includes: 

• Construction of a new site access. 

• Internal roads. 

• New footways (external). 

The audit comprised an examination of documents forming the Audit Brief and an 
examination of the site. This Audit includes the external S278 and internal S38 
proposed highway works. 

1.2 Documents Forming the Brief 

The documents were made available to the Road Safety Audit Team by Paul Loftus 
(Ashley Helme), on behalf of Stockport Council.  

The total documents forming the Audit Brief are listed in Appendix 1: 

Generally, the Brief comprised: 

• Verbal Brief. 

• Drawings. 

• Transport Assessment. 

1.3 Collision, Traffic and Speed Data 

Collision data was provided for the period 2017-2021, the extract below shows that 
there have been 5 Personal Injury collisions on Didsbury Road either side of the 
proposed scheme. These were located at the Bankhall Road traffic signal junction 
and Mirfield Avenue priority junction. None have been recorded close to the proposed 
access junction. 
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Speed data was not available as part of the brief 

Traffic data was available and has been considered as part of this RSA Stage 1 

1.4 Details of Site Visit 

A site inspection was undertaken on 20 July 2022 between 13:00 – 14:00. The RSA 
team spent 60 minutes on site understanding the proposed works and their 
interaction with the local road network. 

During the visit, the weather was fine and dry. Didsbury Road was busy but free 
flowing. No incidents were noted during the site visit.  

1.5 RSA Team and Format 

It was considered that the information provided was sufficient for the purpose of 
carrying out the Road Safety Audit Stage 1 requested. 

The Road Safety Audit Team membership was approved on behalf of the Highway 
Authority. 

JONATHAN BIRKETT IENG MICE FIHE 
Holder of Highways England Certificate of Competency 
Road Safety Audit Team Leader 
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ANDREW TUNNACLIFFE IENG BSC(HONS) FIHE 
Holder of Certificate of Competency 
Road Safety Audit Team Member 
 

The Road Safety Audit comprised an examination of the documents and drawings 
supplied to the Road Safety Audit Team (referenced in Appendix 1 of this report). No 
member of the Road Safety Audit Team has had any previous input to the design of 
the scheme. 

The Terms of Reference are as described in the National Highways Design Manual 
for Roads and Bridges document GG119 ‘Road Safety Audit’. The scheme has been 
examined and this report compiled only with regard to safety implications to road 
users of the scheme as presented. It has not been verified for compliance with any 
other Standards or criteria. However, in order to clearly explain a safety problem or 
the recommendation to resolve a problem, the Audit Team may on occasion have 
referred to a design standard for information only. However, any audit comments 
should not be construed as implying that a technical audit has been undertaken in 
any respect. 

Furthermore, any recommendations included within this report should not be 
regarded as being prescriptive design solution to the problem raised. They are 
intended only to indicate a proportionate and viable means of eliminating or mitigating 
the identified problem, as stipulated in GG119, and in no way imply that a formal 
design process has been undertaken. There may be alternative methods of 
addressing a problem which should be equally acceptable in achieving the desired 
elimination or mitigation and these should be considered when responding to this 
report. 

It is the Project Sponsor’s responsibility to ensure that all problems raised by the 
Road Safety Audit Team are given due consideration.  

In the event of a collision and any resulting legal action, Meraki Alliance Ltd would 
have to defend its actions on the basis that it took such care, as in all circumstances 
was reasonably required, to ensure that the highway was not dangerous to road 
users. It is important therefore that recommendations contained in the report are 
acted upon wherever possible.  

1.6 Departures or Relaxations from Standards  

No Departures or Relaxations from Standard were submitted to the Road Safety Audit 
Team. 

1.7 Issues Raised in Previous RSA(s) 

No previous RSA stages have been undertaken. 

1.8 Items Identified Outside the Scope of the RSA 

No items were identified outside the scope of the RSA. 
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1.9 Information not Provided at RSA 1 

• Street lighting 

• Construction details 

• Drainage 

• Road markings 

• Surfacing details 
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2 Items Raised at Stage 1 Road Safety Audit 
This section details the findings of this Stage 1 Road Safety Audit. All locations of 
identified problems are illustrated on the plan included at Appendix 2. 

2.1 RSA Problems 

PROBLEM  1-1 

Location: Site access and internal road. 

Summary: A lack of suitable safe crossings locations will increase the risk of 
pedestrian/vehicle collisions as well as slips, trips and falls. 

A site access will be created with Didsbury Road and as such will bisect the existing 
footway running along the southern side of Didsbury Road a lack of safe crossing 
facilities will increase the risk of pedestrian/vehicle collisions. 

In addition, a short section of footway is proposed along the eastern side of the access 
road near the proposed access junction. Pedestrians using this footway will be 
presented with two choices to continue walking along the verge or cross the internal 
road to the footway which runs throughout the site. A lack of suitable crossing facilities 
at this location will increase the risk of pedestrian slips, trips and falls. 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that at detailed design suitable uncontrolled crossings are provided. 

 

PROBLEM  1-2 

Location: Access road. 

Summary: A lack of suitable roadside protection can increase the risk of collision 
severity and pedestrian falls. 

It is proposed to construct a retaining wall along the southern side of the internal access 
road which includes a small car park (SF4). 

There are no details provided at this time if any form of roadside protection or 
pedestrian protection is proposed along the rear of the footway/car park that would in 
the event of an errant vehicle or pedestrian restrain them from travelling/falling down 
the retaining wall. 

A lack of suitable roadside protection can increase the risk of increased collision 
severity and pedestrian falls. 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is not expected that a vehicle restraint system will be required. However, as a 
minimum undertake an assessment of the risk using the Department for Transport 
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“Provision of Road Restraint Systems on Local Authority Roads” October 2011 and 
consider providing, bollards, planting and fencing to the rear of the footway/car park 
where there is an unprotected drop. 

 

PROBLEM  1-3 

Location: Footways within Areas SF13, SF12 and SF14 

Summary: Inappropriate gradients of footways will increase the risk of pedestrian 
slips, trips, and falls. 

Examination of drawing shows that within area with numbers SF12, SF13 and SF14 
new footway links are shown that currently do not exist. These footways are within 
areas of dense foliage and steep gradients, especially to the east of the existing footway 
which links between Masefield Drive and Tennyson Close. These gradients especially 
will present a significant risk of pedestrian slips, trips and falls. 

RECOMMENDATION 

Provide footways that comply with the local authority standards and do not present 
steep gradients. 

 

END OF PROBLEMS IDENTIFIED AND RECOMMENDATIONS PRESENTED IN THIS 
STAGE 1 ROAD SAFETY AUDIT 
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3 Audit Team Statement 

We certify that this Road Safety Audit has been carried out in accordance with GG119 

ROAD SAFETY AUDIT TEAM LEADER 

NAME: JONATHAN BIRKETT 

SIGNED:  

POSITION: DIRECTOR  

ORGANISATION MERAKI ALLIANCE LTD 

DATE: 21 JULY 2022 

ROAD SAFETY AUDIT TEAM LEADER 

NAME: ANDREW TUNNACLIFFE 

POSITION: AUDIT TEAM MEMBER 

ORGANISATION MERAKI ALLIANCE LTD 

DATE: 21 JULY 2022 
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Appendix 1 – Audited Drawings and 
Documents 
Drawing AHM/LMA/00/XX/DR/A/7002 Rev P4 Site Plan Proposed 

Transport Assessment 
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Appendix 2 – Problem Location Plan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Problem 1-2 

Problem 1-1 

Problem 1-3 
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RSA Problem RSA Recommendation Design Organisation Response 
Overseeing Organisation 

Response 
Agreed RSA Action 

 

1. A lack of suitable safe crossings 

locations will increase the risk of 

pedestrian/vehicle collisions as well as 

slips, trips and falls. 

 

A site access will be created with 

Didsbury Road and as such will bisect 

the existing footway running along 

the southern side of Didsbury Road a 

lack of safe crossing facilities will 

increase the risk of pedestrian/vehicle 

collisions. 

 

In addition, a short section of footway 

is proposed along the eastern side of 

the access road near the proposed 

access junction. Pedestrians using this 

footway will be presented with two 

choices to continue walking along 

the verge or cross the internal road to 

the footway which runs throughout 

the site. A lack of suitable crossing 

facilities at this location will increase 

the risk of pedestrian slips, trips and 

falls. 

 

It is recommended that at detailed 

design suitable uncontrolled 

crossings are provided. 

Dropped Kerbs and tactile paving 

will be provided at the Site access 

junction with Didsbury Road to assist 

pedestrians walking along the south 

side of Disbury Road. The precise 

location and specification of the 

crossing assistance can be agreed 

at detailed design stage. 

 

The RSA suggests that an additional 

crossing (ie dropped kerbs and 

tactile paving) is provided at the 

southern end of the footway on the 

east side of the access road. An 

alternative approach would be to 

shorten the footway on the east side 

of the access road and promote 

crossing movements near to 

Didsbury Road. Either way, both 

options can be examined at 

detailed design stage. 

 

  

2. A lack of suitable roadside 

protection can increase the risk of 

collision severity and pedestrian falls. 

 

It is proposed to construct a retaining 

wall along the southern side of the 

internal access road which includes a 

small car park (SF4). 

 

There are no details provided at this 

time if any form of roadside protection 

or pedestrian protection is proposed 

along the rear of the footway/car 

park that would in the event of an 

It is not expected that a vehicle 

restraint system will be required. 

However, as a minimum undertake 

an assessment of the risk using the 

Department for Transport Page 8 

Road Safety Audit: Stage 1, 

Residential Development – Didsbury 

Road Heaton Mersey “Provision of 

Road Restraint Systems on Local 

Authority Roads” October 2011 and 

consider providing, bollards, 

planting and fencing to the rear of 

the footway/car park where there is 

an unprotected drop 

The Site has a natural downwards 

gradient from north to south. To 

overcome level differences it is 

necessary to install a retaining wall 

within the scheme and this 

annotated as SP4 on the architect’s 

Site Plan. The architect’s Site Plan 

acknowledges that there will need 

to be further consideration of the 

retaining wall which will need to 

include suitable protection and 

restraint from fall. The precise 

specification of the retaining wall 

and associated safety measures 

  



errant vehicle or pedestrian restrain 

them from travelling/falling down the 

retaining wall. 

 

A lack of suitable roadside protection 

can increase the risk of increased 

collision severity and pedestrian falls. 

 

can be agreed at detailed design 

stage. 

 

3. Inappropriate gradients of 

footways will increase the risk of 

pedestrian slips, trips, and falls. 

 

Examination of drawing shows that 

within area with numbers SF12, SF13 

and SF14 new footway links are shown 

that currently do not exist. These 

footways are within areas of dense 

foliage and steep gradients, 

especially to the east of the existing 

footway which links between 

Masefield Drive and Tennyson Close. 

These gradients especially will present 

a significant risk of pedestrian slips, 

trips and falls. 

 

 

Provide footways that comply with 

the local authority standards and 

do not present steep gradients. 

 

Planning policy at both national 

and local level encourages new 

developments to give the highest 

priority to sustainable travel 

choices, particularly walking. There 

is an existing sealed surface 

footpath that connects Masefield 

Drive with Tennyson Close to the 

west of the application Site. This 

provides a traffic-free walking route. 

The proposed footway connection 

between the development and the 

existing footpath fully accords with 

policy objectives. 

 

There are existing trees in the 

location of the proposed footpath 

connection. There is also a level 

difference between the application 

Site and the existing footpath. The 

new footpaths will be subject to 

detailed design and the final 

arrangement will need to strike an 

appropriate balance between the 

geometry, alignment and gradient 

of the footpath and the 

topography of the land and root 

systems of the trees.  

 

  

  



 

On behalf of the Design Organisation I certify that: 

 

1. the RSA actions identified in response to the road safety audit problems in this road 

safety audit have been discussed and agreed with the Overseeing Organisation. 

 

 

Name: Simon Helme 

Signed:  

Position: Director 

Organisation: Ashley Helme Associates Ltd 

Date:  

 

 

 

On behalf of the Overseeing Organisation I certify that: 

 

1. the RSA actions identified in response to the road safety audit problems in this road 

safety audit have been discussed and agreed with the Overseeing Organisation; and 

 

2. the agreed RSA actions will be progressed. 

 

 

Name:  

Signed:  

Position:  

Organisation: Stockport Metropolitan Borough Council 

Date:  
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