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1.0    INTRODUCTION 

1.1 

Site Information 
Rachel Hacking Ecology Limited was commissioned in 2021 by Anwyl Partnerships 
Ltd to carry out an Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey & Daytime Bat Survey of 
Focus School in Heaton Mersey, Stockport. The site is situated south of Didsbury 
Road (A5145) in Heaton Mersey, Stockport, Greater Manchester (O.S. grid reference: 
SJ 87603 90601 – see Figure 1). The site is composed of two parcels of land the first 
a former school, a shop, car parking, access, a playing field, the second is an 
area of broad-leaved woodland. The boundaries of the school are fenced on all 
sides with the exception of the northern boundary which is walled. The 
boundaries in the woodland site are marked by the fences of the adjacent 
properties, a guard rail or left open. Didsbury Road lies adjacent to the northern 
boundary of the school site, residential development around the site on all other 
sides. 

Figure 1 showing the location of the site 

Description of Development 
1.2 The site will be the subject of a planning application for the demolition of the existing 

buildings and the construction of residential development within the school site, with 
Public Open Space/recreational areas to be created on adjacent land. 

Biodiversity in Planning 
1.3 Biodiversity is a material consideration, and Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) have a 

requirement to consider biodiversity and protected species when determining planning 
applications. Section 15 of the National Planning Policy Framework (July 2021) gives 
specific reference to minimising the impacts of development on biodiversity. Local and 
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Neighbourhood plans also provide guidance towards protecting and enhancing 
biodiversity, including priority habitats and notable species. 

 
Summary of Previous Work 

1.4 The site was the subject of a previous survey in 2019 which included an Extended Phase 
1 Habitat Survey and Daytime Bat survey (see Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey & 
Daytime Bat Survey of Focus School, 237 Didsbury Road, Heaton Mersey, Stockport 
2019 - REV A – Rachel Hacking Ecology). This report updates the previous report of the 
site. 
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2.0    METHODOLOGY 
 

Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey 
2.1 An Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey is required to provide an overview of the habitats 

present within the site and to assess any potential protected species issues on the site. 
The survey was undertaken to JNCC standards (JNCC, 2010). The site was walked, and 
each habitat was assigned a Phase 1 habitat category. Species lists were taken at 
locations of botanical interest. All botanical nomenclature follows Stace, 2019. A Phase 
1 map was produced showing habitat boundaries.  
 

2.2 During the Extended Phase 1 survey, the habitats were assessed for their potential to 
support protected species. This included, for example, looking for signs of Badger 
activity (e.g. setts, paths, latrines and hairs on fences), assessing any waterbodies on 
site or near the site for their potential to support Great Crested Newt. 

 

2.3 The site was also surveyed for invasive, non-native plant species such as Japanese 
Knotweed and Giant Hogweed. 

 

Daytime Bat Survey 
2.4 A daytime bat survey is required to assess the potential use of the site by bats. Each 

building was surveyed to search for, and to assess the potential for, a bat roost. 
 

2.5 An external assessment of the affected buildings on the site was undertaken, which 
included, for example, looking for gaps between any soffit boards and walls, gaps 
between window frames and the walls, and looking for bat droppings on the walls and 
window ledges. An internal assessment was also carried out, with particular focus on 
gaps in walls, cracks in roof beams, and any evidence of bat activity, such as bat 
droppings, in the internal spaces.  

 

2.6 A ground-level assessment of any trees affected by the proposals was also undertaken. 
This involved a search for potential roosting features (PRF’s), including peeled bark, 
knot holes and branch splits. 

 

2.7 A pair of close-focussing binoculars, a high-powered torch and, where necessary, an 
endoscopic camera, were used to search for evidence of bats. 

 

Personnel and Seasonal Timing 
2.8 Kate Reed (Senior Ecologist) and Hollie Ainley (Ecologist) carried out the surveys on the 

22nd October 2021. Both surveyors are experienced ecologists and fully trained in 
botanical surveys and protected species assessments. October is a sub-optimal month 
for botanical work but given the types of habitats present, a robust assessment could 
be made. Daytime bat surveys can be undertaken at any time of year. The weather at 
the time of the survey was mild with occasional showers. 
 

Survey Constraints 
2.9 The site was fully accessible, a small number of the buildings were not accessible for 

the updated survey due to health and safety reasons, these buildings were accessed 
externally only.  
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3.0    RESULTS 
 

Description of Habitats 
3.1 The Phase 1 Habitat Map can be found at the back of the report. The habitats on the 

proposed development site are described below.  
 

3.2 Amenity Grassland 
The Amenity grassland surrounding the buildings and in the south of the site which was 
previously well-managed is now overgrown and subject to infrequent management 
(see Photograph 1). Species present include Red Fescue Festuca rubra, Perennial Rye-
grass Lolium perenne, Yorkshire Fog Holcus lanatus, Common Bent Agrostis capillaris, 
Timothy Grass Phleum pratense, Dandelion Taraxacum officinale agg., White Clover 
Trifolium repens, Ribwort Plantain Plantago lanceolata, Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus 
repens, Common Ragwort Jacobaea vulgaris, Cock’s Foot Dactylis glomerata, Common 
Nettle Urtica dioica, Broad-leaved Dock Rumex obtusifolius, Soft-rush Juncus effusus,  
Yarrow Achillea millefolium, Wood Avens Geum urbanum and bryophyte species. 
 

 
Photograph 1 showing the overgrown amenity grassland 

 
Tall, Ruderal Herb 

3.3 Tall, ruderal vegetation is present at the edges of the amenity grassland on site and as 
an unmanaged vegetable patch to the west of the site (see Photograph 2). Species 
frequently occurring include Common Nettle Urtica dioica, Hedge Woundwort Stachys 
sylvatica, Yorkshire Fog Holcus lanatus, Herb-Robert Geranium robertianum, Wood 
Avens Geum urbanum, Broad-leaved Dock Rumex obtusifolius, Cleavers Galium 
aparine, Ivy Hedera helix, Bramble Rubus fruticosus agg., Cock’s-foot Dactylis 
glomerata, Field Bindweed Convolvulus arvensis, Great Willowherb Epilobium 
hirsutum, Ribwort Plantain Plantago lanceolata, Rosebay Willowherb Chamaenerion 
angustifolium, Red Fescue Festuca rubra and Montbretia Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora. 



  
EXTENDED PHASE 1 HABITAT SURVEY & DAYTIME BAT 
SURVEY AT FOCUS SCHOOL, STOCKPORT 2021 

 

 

Lemon Balm Melissa officinalis and Mint Mentha sp were also present in the 
unmanaged vegetable patch. 
 

 
Photograph 2 showing the tall, ruderal herb on site 

 
Introduced Shrub 

3.4 A flowerbed, comprising a variety of introduced shrub species, is present adjacent to 
some of the buildings. This has overgrown and taken over the hardstanding footpaths 
(see Photograph 3). Shrub species include Pittosporum Pittosporum tenuifolium, Tutsan 
Hypericum androsaemum, Hebe Hebe sp., Yew Taxus baccata, Japanese Skimmia 
Skimmia japonica, Winter Heliotrope Petasites fragrans, Butterfly Bush Buddleia 
davidii, and Wall Cotoneaster Cotoneaster horizontalis. 
 

 
Photograph 3 showing the introduced shrub on site 
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Ephemeral/Short Perennial 
3.5 Low-growing ephemeral vegetation colonises the edges of some of the bare ground 

and in between some of the buildings on site (see Photograph 4). This is a mix of species 
including Ribwort Plantain Plantago lanceolata, Ribbed Melilot Melilotus officinalis, 
Colt’s-foot Tussilago farfara, Dandelion Taraxacum officinale agg., Broad-leaved Dock 
Rumex obtusifolius, Red Valerian Centranthus ruber, Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus 
repens, Purple Toadflax Linaria purpurea, Herb-Robert Geranium robertianum, Ivy-
leaved Toadflax Cymbalaria muralis and Fox-and-cubs Pilosella aurantiaca. 
 

 
Photograph 4 showing the ephemeral vegetation on site 

 
Scattered Scrub 

3.6 Scattered scrub is present in around site (see Photograph 5). Species present on site 
include Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, Cherry Laurel Prunus laurocerasus, Sycamore 
Acer pseudoplatanus, Dogwood Cornus sanguinea, Pedunculate Oak Quercus robur, 
Silver Birch Betula pendula, Holly Ilex aquifolium, Wild Cherry Prunus avium, Butterfly 
Bush Buddleia davidii and Yew Taxus baccata. 
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Photograph 5 showing the scattered scrub 

 
Scattered Trees 

3.7 A number of semi-mature trees occur along the boundaries of the site (see Photograph 
6). The tree species include Horse Chestnut Aesculus hippocastanum, Sycamore Acer 
pseudoplatanus, Silver Birch Betula pendula, Leyland Cypress Cupressus leylandii, 
Pedunculate Oak Quercus robur, and Apple Malus sp. 
 

 
Photograph 6 showing scattered trees  
 

Hedgerows and other Boundaries 
3.8 Species-poor intact hedgerows line a number of the pathways within the site (see 

Photograph 7).  The hedgerows are species-poor and includes Cherry Laurel Prunus 
laurocerasus and Firethorn Pyracantha sp. All other boundaries on site are marked by 
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fencing and walls. Introduced shrubs from neighbouring properties are growing 
through the fence on the southern boundary (see Photograph 8). Species include 
Smoke-tree Cotinus Coggygria, Box Buxus sempervirens, Dogwood Cornus sanguinea, 
Leyland Cypress Cupressus leylandii, Atlantic Ivy Hedera helix spp. hibernica, Clematis 
sp. and Wall Cotoneaster Cotoneaster horizontalis. 
 

 
Photograph 7 showing species-poor intact hedgerow 

 

 
Photograph 8 showing the southern boundary with overhanging vegetation 

 
Bare Ground 

3.9 The car park, access and former playgrounds are mapped as bare ground (see 
Photograph 9). 
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Photograph 9 showing the bare ground 
 

Broad-Leaved Woodland 
3.10 An area of broad-leaved woodland is present in the south-west of the site (see 

Photograph 10). Tree species present within the woodland include Pedunculate Oak 
Quercus robur, Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus, Holly 
Ilex aquifolium, Horse Chestnut Aesculus hippocastanum, Wych Elm Ulmus glabra, 
Copper Beech Fagus sylvatica var. purpurea, and Rowan Sorbus aucuparia. The 
understory consists of a mixture of tall, ruderal vegetation and continuous scrub. 
Understory species include Wood Avens Geum urbanum, Common Nettle Urtica dioica, 
Ivy Hedera helix, Cleavers Galium aparine, Bramble Rubus fruticosus agg., Broad-Leaved 
Dock Rumex obtusifolius, Horsetail Equisetum sp., Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus 
repens, and bryophyte species. 
 

 
Photograph 10 showing the broad-leaved woodland 
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Buildings 
3.11 Several buildings are present on site including a number of former classroom buildings 

and a shop, which is still in use. These are described further in the bat assessment. 
 

PROTECTED SPECIES 
 
Great Crested Newt 

3.12 Great Crested Newt Triturus cristatus is a European Protected Species under the 
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2019 (Amendment) (EU Exit) and the 
species is fully protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). 
 

3.13 No ponds are present on site. No waterbodies lie within 250 metres of the site. Limited 
suitable Great Crested Newt terrestrial habitat is present on site. The tall ruderal herb, 
introduced shrub, hedgerow bases and semi-natural broad-leaved woodland offer 
some cover from predation and foraging opportunities for Great Crested Newts. 
 
Bats 

3.14 All bat species are European Protected Species. This is implemented in the UK through 
the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2019 (Amendment) (EU Exit). 
Bats are also protected under The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). 
 

Daytime Bat Survey 
3.15 All buildings on site were the subject of a daytime bat survey (see Figure 2). The results 

are detailed below. Buildings 2, 4, 6 and 7 could not be accessed internally.  
 

 
Figure 2 showing an aerial image of the numbered buildings 
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Building 1a – External Survey 
3.16 Building 1a is constructed from multiple adjoining flat-roofed buildings of the same 

construction. Building 1a is of brick construction which is in good condition with all the 
bricks and mortar complete and intact, only minor damage occurring to some of the 
bricks (see Photograph 11). The tops of the walls support wooden cladding which is in 
mostly in good condition and flush to the brickwork. An area of fibreglass cladding is 
also present in the south-west cover of the building which is all complete and intact. 
 

 
Photograph 11 showing the brick construction and minor damage 

 
3.17 Vandalism and damaged windows have created possible entry points for bats into the 

building (see Photograph 12). The window and door frames are constructed from 
metal, uPVC or wood most of these are in good condition but do support some rot 
damage in places (see Photograph 12). All of the frames remain flush to the 
surrounding brickwork and do not present any potential access points. 

 



  
EXTENDED PHASE 1 HABITAT SURVEY & DAYTIME BAT 
SURVEY AT FOCUS SCHOOL, STOCKPORT 2021 

 

 

 
Photograph 12 showing an open window on building 1a 

 

 
Photograph 13 showing the rot damage in a window frame 

 
3.18 The roofs of Building 1a are all flat and covered with roofing felt (see Photograph 14). 

They all appear well-sealed with no potential access points for bats. The roof features 
a number of vents. Above the gym the parapet wall is rotting in places due to flooding 
on the roof (see Photograph 15) this does not provide a potential access point into 
building for bats or present any suitable roosting opportunities.  
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Photograph 14 showing the roof of building 1a 

 

 
Photograph 15 showing the rotting wood on the parapet wall 
 
Building 1a - Internal Survey 

3.19 The building is no longer in use. The interior is not well maintained and is vandalised in 
places (see Photograph 16). No roof voids are present throughout Building 1a. False 
ceilings are present in the majority of the rooms which are collapsed and broken in 
places. Above these wooden roof beams are present which are modern and in good 
condition (see Photograph 17). These spaces are dark, cobwebbed and dusty. No 
evidence of bats was recorded in Building 1a. 
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Photograph 16 showing vandalism in the interior 

 

 
Photograph 17 showing the false ceiling which is broken in places 

 
Building 1b – External Survey 

3.20 Building 1b is of a similar construction type as Building 1a but differs in that it features 
a pitched roof. These two buildings are adjoined. Building 1b is of brick construction 
which is mostly in good condition (see Photograph 18). Building 1b features uPVC 
window and door frames which are well-sealed to the surrounding brickwork. 
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Photograph 18 showing the brickwork of building 1b 

 
3.21 Building 1b features uPVC cladding on the upper sections of the walls which is well-

sealed. The uPVC soffit boards are well-sealed with only minor gaps occurring (see 
Photograph 19). The roof is constructed from corrugated metal with corrugated metal 
ridge and gable capping (see Photograph 20). Where the roof meets the adjoining 
Building 1a potential bat access points are present. These were inspected and found to 
be cobwebbed. 
 

 
Photograph 19 showing the uPVC cladding and soffit boards 
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Photograph 20 showing the corrugated metal roof 

 
Building 1b - Internal Survey 

3.22 Building 1b is no longer in use (see Photograph 21). The building is not well-maintained 
and features a roof void. 
 

 
Photograph 21 showing the interior of building 1b 

 
3.23 The roof void is large and insulated with rockwool. The modern wooden roof beams 

are in good condition with no cracks or crevices present. The roof is lined with metal. 
Some panels are missing, and the ceiling has collapsed in places (see Photograph 22). 
No evidence of bats was recorded in Building 1b. 
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Photograph 22 showing the roof void in building 1b 

 
Building 2 

3.24 Building 2 is a two-storey panelled cabin with uPVC window and door frames (see 
Photograph 23). Some of the windows have been vandalised but have been boarded-
up so that the building remains well-sealed (see Photograph 24). The building features 
wooden bargeboards which are mostly well-sealed with some cobwebbed gaps on the 
southern elevation. The building features a flat roof constructed from roofing felt. 
Building 2 could not be surveyed internally but was found not to support a roof void in 
the 2019 survey. The building was found to be well-sealed, and no evidence of bat 
activity was found. The exterior of the building is not considered to have deteriorated, 
and the building appears to remain well-sealed. 
 

 
Photograph 23 showing the exterior of building 2 
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Photograph 24 showing a vandalised window on building 2 

 
Building 3 – External Survey 

3.25 Building 3 is a rendered single-storey pre-fabricated building (see Photograph 25). The 
door frames are constructed from wood and are well-sealed to the surrounding walls. 
The window frames are uPVC and are also well-sealed. The building features uPVC 
bargeboards which are not sealed to the walls. The gaps between the bargeboards and 
walls were inspected and found to be cobwebbed. The building features multiple small 
vents, one of which is broken providing potential access for bats. The roof is flat and 
constructed from roofing felt. 
 

 
Photograph 25 showing the exterior of building 3 
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Building 3 – Internal Survey 
3.26 Building 3 is currently in use as a stock room for the shop and has an associated toilet 

facility (see Photograph 26). The building features a false ceiling above which exists a 
narrow void. No evidence of bat activity was found within Building 3 during the survey. 
 

 
Photograph 26 showing the interior of building 3 

 
Building 4 

3.27 Building 4 is also a rendered, single-storey pre-fabricated building (see Photograph 27). 
The building features uPVC window frames which are well-sealed. The door frames are 
constructed from wood and are in good condition. The flat roof is partially collapsed 
due to water damage. Building 4 could not be surveyed internally due to health and 
safety reasons, the building is very heavily water damaged internally due to the 
damaged roof and is therefore unlikely to support suitable bat roosting habitat. 
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Photograph 27 showing the exterior of building 5 

 
Building 5 – External Survey 

3.28 Building 5 is another rendered single-storey pre-fabricated structure (see Photograph 
28). The window frames of Building 5 are constructed from metal and are well-sealed. 
The door frame is constructed from wood and is also well-sealed to the surrounding 
walls. On the western elevation the render has peeled away from the wooden wall 
causing some rot damage (see Photograph 29). On the same elevation a partially 
broken vent provides a potential access point for bats. Metal capping is present at the 
edges of the roof which provides a small gap between the walls and the capping. These 
gaps were inspected and found to be cobwebbed. 
 

 
Photograph 28 showing the rear of building 5 
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Photograph 29 showing the rot damage 

 
Building 5 – Internal Survey 

3.29 Internally, Building 5 is in used as a shop (see Photograph 30). No concealed roof space 
is present, and the interior is in daily use, bright and well-sealed. No evidence of bat 
activity was found. 
 

 
Photograph 30 showing the interior of building 5 

 
Building 6  

3.30 Building 6 is another rendered single-storey pre-fabricated former school room. The 
uPVC window frames and wooden door frames are well-sealed and in good condition. 
The building features uPVC bargeboards which are not sealed to the walls providing 
small gaps (see Photograph 31). These gaps were inspected and found to be 
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cobwebbed. Metal roof capping is present at the edges of the sloped roof (see 
Photograph 32). The capping is loose in some places providing potential access for bats. 
On the northern elevation a broken vent is present that provides potential access for 
bats. Building 6 could not be surveyed internally but was found to be well-sealed with 
no evidence of bat activity in the 2019 survey, the external features of Building 4 show 
no signs of significant decline from the 2019 survey and the building still appears to be 
fairly well-sealed. 
 

 
Photograph 31 showing the gaps underneath the bargeboards 

 

 
Photograph 32 showing the roof of building 6 
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Building 7 
3.31 Building 7 another rendered single-storey pre-fabricated former school room (see 

Photograph 33). The building features wooden, rendered bargeboards which are in 
good condition. The bargeboards provide small shallow gaps as they are not flush to 
the walls. These gaps were inspected and found to be shallow and cobwebbed. The 
roof is flat and in good condition with metal capping at some elevations. Building 7 
could not be surveyed internally.  
 

 
Photograph 33 showing building 7 

 
Trees 

3.32 The semi-mature trees on site were inspected from the ground for potential bat 
roosting features, such as cavities, limb damage or peeling bark. No such features or 
evidence of bat use could be found associated with the trees on site. Bats use linear 
landscape features for foraging and commuting and it is possible that bats forage and 
commute over the site, in particular the site boundaries. 
 
Badger 

3.33 Badgers Meles meles are protected under the Protection of Badgers Act 1992 and The 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)/The Wildlife and Natural Environment 
(Scotland) Act 2011. These Acts, for example, make it illegal to disturb a Badger whilst 
it is in a sett, to kill, injure or take a Badger and to obstruct the entrance to a Badger 
sett.  
 

3.34 Four large mammal holes are located within the redline boundary of the site. The holes 
are the right size and shape to be used by Badger and support sett entrance holes were 
found to the west of the site within the broad-leaved woodland. A Badger Activity Map 
is included within Appendix C and D, at the end of the report. 
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3.35 Two of the sett entrances support signs of recent activity including little debris within 
the entrance and spoil heap (see Photographs 34 and 35). A badger hair was found 
within the spoil at one of the holes. 
 

 
Photograph 34 showing one of the active entrance holes 

 

 
Photograph 35 showing one of other active entrance holes 

 
3.36 The remaining two sett entrance holes do not appear to be active (see Photographs 36 

and 37). The holes lack a spoil heaps and leaf litter completely fills the entrance holes, 
one of the holes is shallow suggesting it is partially collapsed internally. 
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Photograph 36 showing one of the inactive entrance holes 
 

 
Photograph 37 showing one of the other inactive entrance hole the is partially collapsed 

 
3.37 A mammal track was found leading to the space under Building 2, A Badger hair was 

found associated with the space under Building 2 (see Photograph 38).  
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Photograph 38 showing the badger push through under Building 2 

 
3.38 Evidence of Badger activity on the site was found during the survey. Fresh Badger 

pawprints, push throughs under the fences, well-worn mammal tracks, snuffle holes 
and an active latrine were found (see Photograph 39 to 43). There is also evidence of 
Red Fox Vulpes vulpes foraging on the site which may contribute to the mammal tracks 
and push throughs. 
 

 
Photograph 39 showing a Badger paw print on the site  
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Photograph 40 showing a badger push through on the site boundary 

 

 
Photograph 41 showing a well-worn mammal track within the grassland on site 
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Photograph 42 showing a snuffle hole within the grassland on site 
 

 
Photograph 43 showing the active latrine within the woodland on site 
 

Nesting Birds 
3.39 All bird species are protected at their nest under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 

(as amended) and The Wildlife and Natural Environment (Scotland) Act 2011. 
 

3.40 The site supports suitable nesting habitats for birds within the introduced shrub, 
hedgerows, scattered scrub, individual trees and woodland. Nesting birds can be 
mitigated for by allowing no works to potential nesting habitats to be carried out within 
the bird nesting season (which is generally March – August) unless a nesting bird survey 
is undertaken first. 
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INVASIVE SPECIES 
 

3.41 Two non-native, invasive species as listed on Schedule 9 of The Wildlife & Countryside 
Act 1981 (as amended) and is included on The Wildlife and Natural Environment 
(Scotland) Act 2011 (Non-native Species) are present on site. Wall Cotoneaster 
Cotoneaster horizontalis is present along the southern boundary and within the 
introduced shrubs (see Photograph 41). Montbretia Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora is 
present along the western border (see Photograph 42). 
 

 
Photograph 41 showing the Wall Cotoneaster on site 

 

 
Photograph 42 showing the Montbretia on the western boundary on site 
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PROTECTED SITES 
 

3.42 No statutory protected sites exist within the proposed development boundary. The 
nearest statutory protected site is Mersey Vale Nature Park Local Nature Reserve (LNR) 
which lies 0.2 kilometres south of the site separated by residential development and 
roads.  Five other LNRs are present within 3km of the site. These are listed below with 
their distance from the proposed development site: 
 

• Heaton Mersey Common (LNR) 1km West 

• Abney Hall (LNR) 1.7km South-West 

• Reddish Vale (LNR) 2.2km East 

• Highfield Country Park (LNR) 2.6km North 

• Stenner Woods and Millgate Fields, Didsbury (LNR) 2.7km West 
 
3.43 The site does not lie within a SSSI Impact Risk Zone. 

 
3.44 No non-statutory protected sites exist on or directly adjacent to the proposed 

development site. Within three kilometres there are eight Sites of Biological 
Importance (SBIs). These are listed below: 
 

• Disused Railway Line in Mersey Valley 

• Mersey Valley Nature Park 

• Parrs Wood 

• Reservoir & Scrub at Heaton Mersey 

• Ponds at Burnage 

• Fletcher Moss 

• Woodland off Ladybridge Road 

• Fish Ponds at Davenport 
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4.0   ASSESSMENT 

 

Habitats 
4.1 The Phase 1 Habitats present on the site are common throughout the UK. No nationally 

rare or locally rare plant species were located during the Extended Phase 1 Habitat 
Survey. 
 

4.2 The site comprises broad-leaved woodland, continuous scrub, and ephemeral 
vegetation. The habitats offer cover from predation, foraging habitat and a limited 
pollen and nectar source for invertebrates. The site offers limited ecological value. 
Most of the site supports bare ground and amenity grassland, habitats which offer little 
cover for wildlife and a limited source of nectar and pollen for invertebrates. The 
introduced shrub beds, broad-leaved woodland, and tall, ruderal vegetation are the 
most ecologically valuable habitats. These provide a nectar source, cover from 
predation, foraging and overwintering opportunities. The shrubs, broad-leaved 
woodland, scattered trees and hedgerows also offer nesting habitat for birds. 
 
Development Context  
 

4.3 The proposed development will involve the demolition of all buildings on site and the 
construction of dwellings, with associated gardens and landscaping. This will mostly 
cause the loss of amenity grassland, introduced shrub, ephemeral vegetation, species-
poor hedgerow, ruderal vegetation and hardstanding, which are habitats of limited 
ecological value.  
 

4.4 As part of the proposal the broad-leaved woodland is to be retained and enhanced as 
public open space. Given the small-scale nature of the proposals and the poor 
ecological value of the habitats to be impacted, no specific habitat mitigation is 
required.  
 
PROTECTED SPECIES 
 
Great Crested Newt 

4.5 No ponds were found on site. There are no ponds within 250m of the site. The site 
offers limited suitable terrestrial habitat for GCN due to lack of terrestrial habitat on 
site, GCN is not considered to be a constraint on development and no further survey 
work is necessary.  
 
Bats 

4.6 The buildings on site have been the subject of a daytime bat survey. No evidence of bat 
activity was found in any building on site. The buildings are considered unsuitable for 
roosting bats due to their construction materials, poor thermal capacity, lack of bat 
suitable access points, lack of crevices and the well-lit nature of the buildings. Given the 
lack of evidence, and the poor-suitability of the buildings, all the buildings are 
considered to offer negligible potential for a bat roost.  
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4.7 The trees on site offer negligible potential for bat roosts. No cavities, or other features 
suitable for bats are present. Bats use linear landscape features to commute and forage 
along. The site supports hedgerows and woodland which could be used by bats for 
foraging. Bats are not considered to be a constraint on development at this time and 
no further bat activity work is considered to be necessary. 
 
Badger 

4.8 Two active Badger setts entrances and signs of recent activity were recorded on the 
site during the survey. Two other Badger sett entrances were also located during the 
survey, but these support no recent signs of activity. All the sett entrances are located 
within the woodland and Badger activity occurs within the woodland and grassland on 
site. Given that the setts are all composed of single entrance holes they are all 
considered to be outlier setts. Based on the draft site layout the proposed development 
lies within 20m of one of the active badger sett, this will need to be closed under a 
Natural England licence before works can occur within 30m of the Badger Setts. The 
second sett lies within the Natural Play area, it may be possible to retain this sett with 
sympathetic construction techniques, if this is not possible then this sett may also need 
to be considered for closure. Further investigation should be undertaken to establish 
how Badgers are using the space under Building 2 prior to its demolition. 
 
Nesting Birds 

4.9 The site supports suitable nesting habitats for birds within the introduced shrub, 
hedgerows, scattered scrub, individual trees and woodland. Nesting birds can be 
mitigated for by allowing no works to potential nesting habitats to be carried out within 
the bird nesting season (which is generally March – August) unless a nesting bird survey 
is undertaken first. 
 
INVASIVE SPECIES 
 

4.10 Wall Cotoneaster Cotoneaster horizontalis and Montbretia Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora 
occur on site. These are non-native invasive plants species. These species will need to 
be eradicated prior to work commencing or during the course of the development. 
 
PROTECTED SITES 
 

4.11 No statutory or non-statutory protected sites exist on the site. The nearest statutory 
protected lies 0.2km south with suitable buffer habitat between the protected site and 
proposed development site. The site does not lie within a SSSI Impact Risk Zone.   
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5.0    RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

Summary of Findings 
5.1 Protected species are a material consideration when a planning authority is considering 

a planning application. The presence of protected species, the effect of the proposed 
development and suitable mitigation, if required, must be established before planning 
permission can be granted. Following the findings from the Extended Phase 1 Habitat 
Survey, the following survey will be required: 
 

• Badger - Further investigation is required to determine if an active sett entrance 
is located underneath building 2, potentially by monitoring using a trail camera. 
If setts cannot be retained with a 30m buffer zone, options need to be looked 
at for closing the setts and an application for a licence (A24 – Interfere with a 
Badger sett for development purposes) from Natural England. 

Following the findings from the Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey, the following survey 
may be required: 

• Nesting Birds - If any work to the scattered scrub needs to be carried out within 
the bird nesting season (which is generally March to August), then a nesting bird 
survey will be required immediately prior to work commencing. 
 

Invasive Species 
5.2 The invasive non-native plant species should be eradicated from the site prior to work 

commencing or during the development using an appropriate removal and disposal 
methodology for each species. 
 
Protected Species 

5.3 If any protected species, such as bats or evidence of bat activity, is found during the 
demolition and development works, then work must stop, and an ecologist be 
contacted for advice. 
 

5.4 If the buildings are not demolished/converted within two years of the date of the 
daytime bat survey, then a further bat survey will be required to update the findings. 
Habitat enhancement and creation 

Habitat Enhancement 
5.5 General recommendations to bring biodiversity gain to the site are: 

 

• Soft landscaping should include the provision of native and non-native flowering 
perennial species, to provide a pollen and nectar source for invertebrates.  

 

• Bird boxes and/or bat boxes should be erected on the new buildings where 
possible. 

 

• Trees planting of native species where practically possible.  
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APPENDIX B PHASE 1 HABITAT MAP WOODLAND SITE 

 



 

 
 
 

 

           

 

APPENDIX C BADGER ACTIVITY MAP SCHOOL SITE 
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