
DP/6352 - MAY 2022

ROSSLEY MANOR
HERITAGE ASSESSMENT





ROSSLEY MANOR

3

Heritage Assessment

I N T ROD U C T I ON AND  C ONT EX T

T h i s  r e p o r t  h a s  b e e n  c o m p i l e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  h i s t o r i c  o r i g i n s  a n d  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  Ro s s l e y  Ma n o r ,  Ro s s l e y  Ma n o r ,  Lo n d o n  
Ro a d ,  C h e l t e n h a m ,  G l o u c h e s t e r s h i r e ,  G L5 4  4 H G .  T h e  h o u s e  w a s  
p u r c h a s e d  b y  o u r  c l i e n t s  i n  2 0 2 1 ?  a s  t h e i r  f a m i l y  h o m e .  

T h i s  d o c u m e n t  a i m s  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  m a j o r  p h a s e s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  
a n d  a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  h o u s e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  p r o v i d i n g  a n  o v e r v i e w  o f  t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  g r o u n d s  a n d  i t s  o u t b u i l d i n g s .  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  b e  
u s e d  t o  i n f o r m  a n y  f u t u r e  p l a n s  f o r  r e s t o r a t i o n  a n d  a l t e r a t i o n s ,  e n s u r i n g  
t h a t  t h e  w o r k s  a r e  s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
o f  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  e s t a t e .  

T h i s  r e p o r t  h a s  b e e n  c o m p i l e d  o n  b e h a l f  o f  o u r  c l i e n t s  b y  AD AM 
Ar c h i t e c t u r e ’ s  i n - h o u s e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h i s t o r i a n  D r .  H e l e n  La w r e n c e -
B e a t o n .  D e t a i l e d  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  f a b r i c  h a s  b e e n  c o n d u c t e d  f r o m  
v i s i t s  t o  t h e  p r o p e r t y ,  a n d  a  d o c u m e n t a r y  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  h a s  
b e e n  p i e c e d  t o g e t h e r  b a s e d  u p o n  c a r e f u l  a n a l y s i s  o f  a v a i l a b l e  r e c o r d s  
w i t h i n  G l o u c e s t e r s h i r e  Ar c h i v e s .  Ot h e r  n a t i o n a l  a r c h i v e s  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  
c o n s u l t e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  o f  H i s t o r i c  En g l a n d ,  a n d  t h e  Na t i o n a l  Ar c h i v e s ,  
a s  w e l l  a s  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  l i t e r a t u r e ,  p u b l i s h e d  b o o k s  a n d  a r t i c l e s .

Ro s s l e y  Ma n o r  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  D o d s w e l l  V a l l e y ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f o u r  m i l e s  
f r o m  C h e l t e n h a m  a n d  f o u r t e e n  m i l e s  f r o m  C i r e n c e s t e r ,  G l o u c e s t e r s h i r e .  
T h e  e s t a t e  c o m p r i s e s  a  G r a d e  I I - l i s t e d  m a n o r  h o u s e ,  a  c o t t a g e ,  g a r a g e  
b l o c k ,  s t a b l i n g  a n d  f u r t h e r  o u t b u i l d i n g s  s e t  i n  1 4 0  a c r e s  o f  l a n d s c a p e .   
T h e  h o u s e  i s  a c c e s s e d  v i a  a  p r i v a t e  d r i v e w a y  f r o m  t h e  n o r t h e a s t .  

Ro s s l e y  Ma n o r  w a s  s t a t u t o r i l y  G r a d e  I I  l i s t e d  i n  1 9 5 2 .  T h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  
g a r d e n  a n d  p a r k l a n d  i s  n o t  i n d i v i d u a l l y  l i s t e d .  T h e  Li s t e d  B u i l d i n g  
d e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  t h e  h o u s e  i s  a s  f o l l o w s :

As  t h e  l i s t e d  b u i l d i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n  s u g g e s t s ,  Ro s s l e y  Ma n o r  h a s  i t s  o r i g i n s  
i n  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  w h e n  i t  w a s  a  f a r m  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  D o w d e s w e l l  
e s t a t e .  T h e  c o r e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f a r m h o u s e  w a s  g r a d u a l l y  e x t e n d e d  o v e r  
t h e  c e n t u r i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s i g n i f i c a n c e  e x t e n s i o n s  i n  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  a n d  
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  b o t h  o f  w h i c h  s u r v i v e s  t o d a y .  B y  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y ,  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m a j o r  f a r m s  o n  t h e  D o w d e s w e l l  e s t a t e .  B y  t h i s  t i m e ,  
a  l a r g e  r a n g e  o f  f a r m  b u i l d i n g s  h a d  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  n o r t h  a n d  t h e  m a i n  
c o r e  o f  t h e  h o u s e  h a d  b e e n  e x t e n d e d  n o r t h w a r d s .  

Ma j o r  a l t e r a t i o n s  a n d  e x t e n s i o n s  w e r e  c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  C e c i l  C o x w e l l -
Ro g e r s ,  w h o  i n h e r i t e d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  i n  1 9 1 6 .  C o x w e l l - Ro g e r s  t o o k  t h e  
h o u s e  o n  a s  h i s  p r i v a t e  h o m e  a n d  u n d e r w e n t  a  s e r i e s  o f  a l t e r a t i o n s  a n d  
a d d i t i o n s ,  p r o b a b l y  a f t e r  t h e  F i r s t  w o r l d  W a r ,  o r  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 2 0 s .  T h e s e  
a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  d e s i g n e d  e i t h e r  b y  Si d n e y  P y l e ,  o r  C h a r l e s  B i d d u l p h  
P i n c h a r d ,  b o t h  a r c h i t e c t s  w h o  s p e c i a l i s e d  i n  a d a p t i n g  a n d  e x t e n d i n g  o l d  
C o t s w o l d  h o u s e s .  T h e  a l t e r a t i o n s  e n h a n c e d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  v e r n a c u l a r  
c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  f a s h i o n s  o f  t h e  t i m e .  

C o x w e l l - Ro g e r s ’  a l t e r a t i o n s  c o n t i n u e d  i n t o  t h e  1 9 3 0 s  a n d  i n  1 9 3 1 ,  h e  
o p e n e d  Ro s s l e y  u p  a s  Ro s s l e y  Ma n o r  C o u n t r y  C l u b .  T h e  C o u n t r y  C l u b  
r a n  u n t i l  1 9 6 6  a n d  d u r i n g  C o x w e l l - Ro g e r s ’  l i f e t i m e  ( d . 1 9 5 3 )  h e  d e v e l o p e d  
t h e  m e l l o w  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  i t s  i n t e r i o r s .  Ov e r a l l ,  
h i s  a d d i t i o n s  w e r e  r e l a t i v e l y  s e n s i t i v e l y  i m p l e m e n t e d ,  t a k i n g  i n s p i r a t i o n  
f r o m  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b u i l d i n g s  o n  t h e  s i t e .  T h e  s o u t h e r n  c o r e  
o f  t h e  h o u s e  w a s  r e t a i n e d  a n d  t h e  r e m n a n t s  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  
a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  w e r e  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  n e w  a c c o m m o d a t i o n .

I n  s u m m a r y ,  T h i s  d o c u m e n t  p r o p o s e s  s e v e r a l  m a i n  k e y  p e r i o d s  i n  i t s  
h i s t o r y .  T h e s e  a r e  s u g g e s t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

Mid-late sixteenth century - O riginal  f armh o u ses c o mp rising th e 
so u th ern c o re o f  th e ex isting b u il d ing

Mid-late seventeenth century -  E x isting D ining R o o m w ing b u il t to  th e 
no rth  o f  th e earl ier h o u se. .  

Eighteenth century - B ric k - b u il t w ing c o nstru c ted  to  east o f  th e 
earl ier c o re.

Mid-nineteenth century - M ain h o u se ex tend ed  no rth w ard s and  a f arm 
range c o nstru c ted  aro u nd  a c o u rt y ard  to  th e no rth w est.

c.1920 - N ew  entranc e w ing,  B reak f ast R o o m,  b ay  w ind o w  and  w o o d  
sto re c o nstru c ted  f o r C ec il  C o x w el l - R o gers.  N o rth ern p art o f  h o u se 
remo d el l ed  as ac c o mmo d atio n.  L and sc ap e red esigned .  
F arm assu mes th e titl e o f  M ano r.  

1929 -  V ic to rian f arm b u il d ings d emo l ish ed  and  rep l ac ed  w ith  new  stab l e 
range,  gateh o u se,  c o ttage and  garages to  d esigned  b y  C h arl es B id d u l p h  
P inc h ard .

1931 -  Ho u se is c o nv erted  to  u se as a C o u ntry  C l u b  

1935 - N ew  S h erry  L o u nge and  K itc h en ad d ed  o n eastern f ac ad e,  
al o ngsid e o th er internal  c h ange,  to  d esigns b y  S id ney  P y l e.  

1936-1944 - L o ggias ad d ed  o n w estern el ev atio n.

1966 -  M ano r rev erts to  p riv ate resid ential  u se and  is su b d iv id ed  into  
th ree d w el l ings.  I nternal  c h anges mad e and  c o ttages b u il t in th e gro u nd s.

2005 -  N ew  ind o o r p o o l  b u il t w ith in garage range.  N ew  garages 
c o nstru c ted  to  th e no rth east.  

2021 -  P u rc h ase b y  o u r c l ients and  th e b eginning o f  resto ratio n.  

T h e s e  c h a n g e s  a r e  s u m m a r i s e d  i n  a  s e r i e s  o f  p h a s i n g  p l a n s  a t  p a g e s  2 1 -
2 2  o f  t h i s  d o c u m e n t ,  w h i c h  s h o w  t h e  m a j o r  p e r i o d s  o f  c h a n g e  a n d  t h e i r  
e f f e c t s  u p o n  t h e  l a y o u t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  T h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  a r e  
b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  ‘ C o nc l u sio ns and  S tatement o f  S ignif ic anc e’  o n  
p a g e  2 3  o f  t h i s  d o c u m e n t .

T o d a y ,  t h e  m a i n  h o u s e  i s  a  l o n g  s e r i e s  o f  c o n j o i n e d  b u i l d i n g  r a n g e s ,  b r o a d l y  
a l i g n e d  f r o m  s o u t h  t o  n o r t h ,  w i t h  t h e  o l d e s t  c o r e  o f  t h e  h o u s e  l o c a t e d  i n  
t h e  s o u t h e r n  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  T h e  s o u t h e r n  e l e v a t i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  
o r i g i n a l l y  b e e n  t h e  m a i n  e n t r a n c e  e l e v a t i o n  t o  t h e  h o u s e ,  p r i o r  t o  t h e  1 9 2 0 s .

T h e  l o n g ,  e a s t e r n  e l e v a t i o n  l a r g e l y  c o m p r i s e s  a  s e r i e s  o f  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  
a d d i t i o n s ,  b u i l t  a r o u n d  a n  e a r l i e r  c e n t r a l  r a n g e ,  p r o b a b l y  a d d e d  i n  t h e  
m i d - n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  T h e  e a s t e r n  e l e v a t i o n  a c t s  a s  t h e  m a i n  e n t r a n c e  
t o  t h e  h o u s e ,  a n d  h a s  d o n e  s o  s i n c e  a r o u n d  1 9 2 0 .  

ROSSLEY MANOR
Li s t  e n t r y  Nu m b e r :  1 3 0 3 8 1 3
D i s t r i c t :  C o t s w o l d  ( D i s t r i c t  Au t h o r i t y )  
P a r i s h :  D o w d e s w e l l  
G r a d e :  I I
D a t e  f i r s t  l i s t e d :  2 3 - J a n - 1 9 5 2  
Li s t i n g  NG R:  SO9 9 1 1 5 1 9 4 2 4
St a t u t o r y  Ad d r e s s :  Ro s s l e y  Ma n o r ,  G l o u c e s t e r s h i r e

D e t a i l s :

D O W D E S W E L L  -  S O  9 1  N E  4 / 2 5  
R o ssl e y  M ano r 2 3 . 1 . 5 2  I I
F o rmer f armh o u se,  th en c o u ntr y  c l u b ,  no w  h o u se.  C 1 6  and  C 2 0 .  C o u rsed  
sq u ared  and  d ressed  l imesto ne and  b ric k ,  sto ne sl ate ro o f ,  ash l ar 
stac k s.  C o mp l e x  p l an.  C 1 6 ,  ‘ L ’ - sh ap ed  main b o d y ,  many  C o tsw o l d  st y l e 
gab l es ad d ed  C 2 0  p artic u l arl y  o n w est and  east.  L arge C 2 0  e x tensio n 
inc o r p o rating c o u rt y ard  o n no rth .  M o stl y  2  sto rey s.  S o u t h - f ac ing 
b u ttressed  f ac ad e l argel y  as b u il t b u t w ith  C 2 0  e x tensio ns at righ t- h and  
end .  C 1 9  st u d d e d  p l ank  d o o r o f f -  c entre l ef t .  I rregu l ar f enestratio n mo stl y  
1 ,  2 ,  3  and  4 - l igh t sto ne mu l l i o ned  c asements w ith  sto p p e d  h o o d s and  

l ead ed  p anes.  P resent entranc e f ro nt o n east,  w ith  2 - sto rey  C 2 0  gab l ed  
p o rc h  w ith  C 2 0  p l ank  d o o r w ith  c o v er strip s w ith in ‘ T u d o r’ - arc h ed  
su rro u nd  w ith  b ag sto p s.  C o at o f  arms o f  C o x w el l - R o gers o n gab l e 
ab o v e .  T w o  sto rey  gab l es righ t and  l ef t o f  p o rc h .  I nterio r:  c l o se- stu d d e d  
timb er f ramed  p artitio n w al l s.

M o d ern v iew  o f  th e so u th ern w ing o f  th e h o u se, o riginal l y  th e entranc e el ev atio n. T h is w ing 
w as ex tend ed to th e east in th e eigh teenth c entu r y , and th e eastern b ay  w ind o w  ad d ed c . 1 9 2 0 . 
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T h e  w e s t e r n  e l e v a t i o n  i s  p a r t l y  f o c u s e d  u p o n  a  s t o n e  t e r r a c e ,  a c c e s s e d  b y  
t w o  l o g g i a s ,  a d d e d  s o m e t i m e  a f t e r  1 9 3 5 .  B o t h  o f  t h e s e  w e r e  d e s i g n e d  a s  
o p e n  s t r u c t u r e s .  T o d a y ,  t h e  n o r t h e r n m o s t  l o g g i a  i s  e n c l o s e d  b y  t h r e e  s e t s  
o f  m o d e r n  d o o r s .  

T o  t h e  n o r t h ,  c o n j o i n e d  t o  t h e  h o u s e  a t  i t s  n o r t h w e s t e r n  e d g e ,  i s  a  l a r g e  
c o u r t y a r d  r a n g e ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  f r o m  1 9 2 9  o n w a r d s .  T h i s  c o m p r i s e s  a  w i n g  
o f  s t a b l e s  a n d  s t o r e  r o o m ,  a  g a t e h o u s e ,  a  c o t t a g e ,  a n d  a  t w o - s t o r e y  s o u t h e r n  
r a n g e  t h a t  c l o s e s  t h e  y a r d .  T h e  s o u t h e r n  r a n g e  w a s  b u i l t  a s  a  s i n g l e - s t o r e y  

g a r a g e  w i n g ,  b u t  w a s  h e i g h t e n e d  i n  1 9 3 2  t o  i n c l u d e  b e d r o o m s  a b o v e .  T h i s  
w i n g  w a s  h e a v i l y  r e m o d e l l e d  i n  2 0 0 5  w h e n  i t  w a s  t u r n e d  i n t o  a n  i n d o o r  
s w i m m i n g  p o o l  c o m p l e x  w i t h  c i n e m a  r o o m .  A m o d e r n  c o v e r e d  l i n k  s p a n s  
t h e  j u n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  P o o l  w i n g  a n d  t h e  m a i n  h o u s e .  

Al s o  c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  t h e  g r o u n d s  i s  a  Sq u a s h  C o u r t ,  f i r s t  b u i l t  i n  1 9 3 1  
a n d  s i n c e  m o d e r n i s e d ,  a n  o u t d o o r  s w i m m i n g  p o o l ,  a  t e n n i s  c o u r t ,  a n d  
t w o  l a t e - t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  c o t t a g e s .  T h e  b r o a d  l a y o u t  o f  t h e  g r o u n d s  
s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  h o u s e  i s  s h o w n  o n  t h e  d i a g r a m  o n  t h i s  p a g e .  T h e  p h a s i n g  
a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  w i l l  b e  e x p l o r e d  i n  d e t a i l  i n  t h i s  
d o c u m e n t .  

MOD ERN EST AT E P LAN SH OW I NG  EX T ANT  B U I LD I NG S 

MAIN HOUSE

Modern 
Garages 
(2005)

Tennis 
Court

Squash 
Court

Former Garage 
range, now 

containing Indoor 
Pool of 2005 

Swimming 
Pool 

Cottage 

Stable range

Yard

Garden 
Cottage

Paddock 
Cottage

Service 
Buildings

Gardens

Dr
ive

M o d ern v iew  to w ard s th e so u th ern and eastern el ev atio ns. T h e l o ng eastern el ev atio n is no w  
th e entranc e f ac ad e o f  th e h o u se. T h e c o u rt y ard range and mo d ern garage b l o c k  c an b e seen 
in th e d istanc e. 

M o d ern v iew  to w ard s th e w estern el ev atio n w ith its t w o l o ggias, l ead ing o nto a terrac e. T h e 
c o ttage and garage range c an b e seen to th e l ef t o f  th e p h o to grap h s. 

M o d ern v iew  o v er th e c o u rt y ard range. T h e b u il d ings aro u nd th e y ard h av e u nd ergo ne 
al teratio ns sinc e th eir initial  c o nstru c tio n in 1 9 2 9 . 

Eastern, 
entrance 
elevation 

Southern elevation

Garage wing 
(contains indoor pool 

GatehouseGarages

Loggias

Garage wing 
(contains indoor pool 

Cottage

Garage wing 
(contains indoor pool 

Cottage

Gatehouse

Garages (2005) 

Stables

M o d ern v iew  f ro m th e no rth , l o o k ing to w ard s th e h o u se and c o u rt y ard range. T h e c o u rt y ard 
range is ac c essed v ia th e d riv ew ay , th ro u gh th e c entral  gateh o u se. T h e mo d ern garage range 
c an b e seen to th e f ar righ t. 

Gatehouse
Garages (2005) 

Gatehouse

I N T ROD U C T I ON AND  C ONT EX T ( C o ntinu ed . . . )  
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EARLY H I ST ORY AND  OR I G I NS

T h e  o r i g i n s  o f  Ro s s l e y  Ma n o r  d a t e  b a c k  t o  a t  l e a s t  1 2 6 0  w h e n  i t  i s  r e c o r d e d  
a s  ‘ R o stel eie’  o r  ‘ R o stel ey ( e) ’ .  I t s  n a m e  i s  t h o u g h t  t o  m e a n  a  ‘ W o o d  o r  g l a d e ’  
w h e r e  r a f t e r s  o r  b e a m s  w e r e  o b t a i n e d .  Al t h o u g h  c l o s e  t o  D o w d e s w e l l ,  
Ro s s l e y  h a s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  b e e n  a  d e t a c h e d  p a r t  o f  W i t h i n g t o n  p a r i s h .  La n d s  
i n  Ro s s l e y  w e r e  g i v e n  t o  St u d l e y  p r i o r y  i n  W a r w i c k s h i r e  b e f o r e  1 3 3 0  b y  
P e t e r  o f  As h r i d g e  a n d  J o r d a n ,  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  a n d  t h e r e  i s  c e r t a i n l y  e v i d e n c e  
o f  a  h o u s e  o n  o r  n e a r  t h e  s i t e  a s  e a r l y  a s  1 3 2 7  w h e n  a  W i l l i a m  d e  Ro s t e l e i e  
w a s  a s s e s s e d  f o r  t a x  t h e r e .  I n  1 4 6 2  t h e  o w n e r s  o f  D o w d e s w e l l  m a n o r  h e l d  a  
f a r m h o u s e  h o u s e  a n d  l a n d  t h e r e  -  l a t e r  r e c o r d e d  a s  5 0  a c r e s  -  f r o m  St u d l e y  
P r i o r y .  

I n  1 5 3 6  a n o t h e r  e s t a t e  a t  Ro s s l e y ,  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  p a s t u r e  w i t h  w o o d l a n d ,  
w a s  o w n e d  b y  W i n c h c o m b e  a b b e y  a n d  l e a s e d  t o  Ri c h a r d  Ro g e r s  a n d  h i s  
f a m i l y .  T h e  C r o w n  g r a n t e d  t h e  a b b e y ’ s  e s t a t e  i n  1 5 4 7  t o  J o h n  D u d l e y ,  e a r l  o f  
W a r w i c k ,  w h o  s o l d  i t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s ,  a n d  i t  w a s  s o l d  o n  a g a i n  i n  1 5 5 0  t o  
W i l l i a m  Ro g e r s ,  Ri c h a r d  Ro g e r ’ s  s o n .  W i l l i a m  w a s  t h e n  l e s s e e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  
p a r t  o f  Ro s s l e y ,  a n d  t h e n  w e n t  o n  t o  o w n ,  w i t h  D o w d e s w e l l  m a n o r ,  i n  1 5 8 2 ,  
b r i n g i n g  t h e  t w o  p a r t s  o f  t h e  e s t a t e  t o g e t h e r  i n  Ro s s l e y ;  Re c o r d s  s u r v i v e  
f r o m  1 5 8 2  s h o w i n g  t h e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  l a n d  i n  ‘ Ro s t l e y ’  b y  W i l l i a m .  Ro g e r s  
e s q .  a n d  h i s  w i f e  An n e .  Af t e r  t h i s  t i m e ,  b o t h  t h e  Ro s s l e y  a n d  D o w d e s w e l l  
e s t a t e s  p a s s e d  d o w n  t h r o u g h  v a r i o u s  b r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  Ro g e r s  f a m i l y .

T h e  o r i g i n a l  h o u s e  o n  t h e  s i t e ,  w h i c h  f o r m s  t h e  c o r e  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  b u i l d i n g ,  
i s  l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  b e e n  b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h e  m i d - l a t e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  u n d e r  
t h e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  W i l l i a n  Ro g e r s .  T h i s  w o u l d  h a v e  c o m p r i s e d  t h e  s o u t h e r n  
r a n g e  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g ,  a l t h o u g h  w h e n  f i r s t  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  i t  w a s  l i k e l y  
t o  h a v e  b e e n  s i n g l e  s t o r i e d  w i t h  a t t i c s .  On  t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r  t h e r e  w o u l d  h a v e  
b e e n  t w o  m a i n  r o o m s  w i t h  a  t h r o u g h  p a s s a g e ,  a c c e s s e d  v i a  t h e  d o o r w a y  o n  
t h e  s o u t h  f r o n t .  T h i s  s p a c e  r e t a i n s  c h a m f e r e d  b e a m s  w i t h  s t o p s ,  a n d  a n  

o r i g i n a l  c h i m n e y  s t a c k  o n  t h e  w e s t  w a l l .  T h i s  e a r l y  c o r e  o f  t h e  h o u s e  h a s ,  
h o w e v e r ,  u n d e r g o n e  m a n y  a l t e r a t i o n s  o v e r  t h e  c e n t u r i e s ,  a s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n s .  T h e  e x i s t i n g  s t a i r c a s e  i s  a  t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  a d d i t i o n ,  
d e s i g n e d  t o  c o m p l e m e n t  t h e  s t y l e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  h o u s e .  

I n  i t s  e a r l i e s t  f o r m ,  Ro s s l e y  Ma n o r  w a s  l i k e l y  t h e r e f o r e  a  r e l a t i v e l y  h u m b l e  
f a r m h o u s e ,  a n d  w a s  f o r  c e n t u r i e s  a  t e n a n t e d  f a r m  o w n e d  b y  t h e  D o w d e s w e l l  
Es t a t e .  T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  d e n i g r a t e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o r  i t s  s t a t u s  b u t  t o  p r o p e r l y  

r e c o g n i s e  i t s  o r i g i n s  a s  a  w o r k i n g  f a r m h o u s e  -  i t s  c u r r e n t  s u f f i x  o f  ‘ m a n o r ’  
w a s  o n l y  a d o p t e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  w h e n  i t s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  u s e  
c e a s e d ,  p e r h a p s  a s  a  w a y  o f  r o m a n t i c i s i n g  i t s  h i s t o r y  a n d  o r i g i n s .  

A f u r t h e r  w i n g  w a s  a d d e d  t o  t h i s  o r i g i n a l  c o r e ,  p r o b a b l y  i n  t h e  m i d - l a t e  
s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  T h i s  c o m p r i s e d  t h e  e x i s t i n g  D i n i n g  Ro o m  w i n g ,  
i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  r a n g e  t o  c r e a t e  a  b r o a d  ‘ L’ - s h a p e d  
b u i l d i n g  f o o t p r i n t  p l a n .  Al t h o u g h  o n l y  c o n t a i n i n g  o n e  r o o m  o n  e a c h  f l o o r ,  
t h i s  a d d i t i o n  r e a c h e d  t w o  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t ,  w i t h  a n  a t t i c  a b o v e .  At  s o m e  
p o i n t ,  p e r h a p s  c o n t e m p o r a n e o u s l y  w i t h  t h e  e x t e n s i o n ,  t h e  a d j o i n i n g  p a r t  o f  
t h e  e a r l i e r ,  s o u t h e r n  r a n g e  w a s  r a i s e d  i n  h e i g h t  a n d  r o o f e d  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  
n e w  w i n g .  

M o d ern v iew  o f  p art o f  th e so u th ern el ev atio n, w ith th e ex tent o f  th e o riginal ,  six teenth 
c entu r y  h o u se ind ic ated .  

LOC AT I ON OF  ORI G I NAL C ORE &  EX T ENSI ON W I T H I N MOD ERN LAYOU T  

APPROX EXTENT OF ORIGINAL HOUSE

Former cross 
passage entry 

through existing 
southern door

EXTENSION OF 
17th CENTURY
(Existing Dining 

Room)

ORIGINAL 
HOUSE OF 16th

CENTURY
(Existing Drawing 

Room)
18th  EXTENSION 

IN BRICK

L E F T :  M o d ern v iew  o f  th e eastern end o f  th e 
so u th ern el ev atio n.  T h e eigh teenth - c entu r y  
ex tensio n c an b e seen to th e righ t o f  th e earl ier 
c o re, and w as c o nstru c ted in b ric k . I t is no w  
l argel y  o b sc u red b y  th e earl y - t w entieth c entu r y , 
t w o - sto rey  gab l ed p ro j ec tio n, seen to th e righ t.  

R I G HT :  V iew  o f  th e eastern el ev atio n 
w h ere th e ex tent o f  th e eigh teenth c entu r y  
b ric k  w ing c an b e c l earl y  seen. T h e singl e-
sto rey  w o o d sh ed and t w o - sto rey  w ing b o th 
d ate f ro m th e earl y  t w entieth c entu r y . 

L E F T :  M o d ern 
v iew  o f  th e 
ex isting D raw ing 
R o o m,  c o ntained  
w ith in th e earl iest 
c o re o f  th e h o u se. 
T h e d o o r w ay  o n 
th e f ar w al l  w o u l d 
h av e b een th e 
o riginal  entranc e 
to th e h o u se, 
l ead ing into a 
c ro ss p assage 
and t w o ro o ms to 
eith er sid e.    

L ef t:  M o d ern 
v iew  o f  th e 
ex isting 
D ining R o o m, 
ad d ed  b eh ind  
th e o riginal  
h o u se in th e 
sev enteenth  
c entu r y . T h e 
fireplace and 
w ind o w s are 
al l  t w entieth 
c entu r y  in d ate. 
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A t h i r d  p h a s e  o f  e x t e n s i o n s  f o l l o w e d  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  w h e n  a  b r i c k  
b u i l t  w i n g  w a s  a d d e d  t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  e n d  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r ,  s o u t h e r n  r a n g e .  T h i s  
i s  n o w  l a r g e l y  o b s c u r e d  b y  a  t w o - s t o r e y  g a b l e d  p r o j e c t i o n  b u i l t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  i n  s t o n e .  I t s  e x t e n t  i s  h o w e v e r ,  c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e  o n  t h e  
e a s t e r n  e l e v a t i o n ,  a l b e i t  p a r t l y  o b s c u r e d  b y  t h e  e x i s t i n g  w o o d s h e d .  

C o l l e c t i v e l y ,  t h e s e  t h r e e  p h a s e s  o f  b u i l d i n g  c r e a t e d  a  b r o a d l y  ‘ T ’  s h a p e d  
f o o t p r i n t ,  t h a t  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  r e m a i n e d  r e l a t i v e l y  u n t o u c h e d  u n t i l  t h e  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  ( s e e  d i a g r a m  o n  p r e v i o u s  p a g e ) .

T h e  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  s i t e  a s  a  f a r m  i s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  l a t e r  m a p s .  A c o u n t y  m a p  
o f  1 7 7 7  c l e a r l y  s h o w s  ‘ R astl e y ’  a n d  d e p i c t s  a  f a r m h o u s e  t h e r e ,  a l t h o u g h  i s  
s h o w n  f i g u r a t i v e l y .  Si m i l a r l y ,  a l t h o u g h  a t  a  s m a l l  s c a l e ,  t h e  1 8 1 1  Or d n a n c e  
Su r v e y o r ’ s  d r a w i n g  s h o w s  ‘ R o sel y  F m. ’  a c c e s s e d  v i a  a  t r a c k  f r o m  t h e  
n o r t h ,  o f f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  A4 0  r o a d ,  a n d  v i a  a  l o n g e r  d r i v e  f r o m  t h e  s o u t h ,  t h a t  
m e a n d e r e d  a c r o s s  t h e  f a r m l a n d  t o w a r d s  t h e  e x i s t i n g  A4 3 6  r o a d .  A f u r t h e r  
c o u n t y  m a p  o f  1 8 2 8  c o n f i r m s  t h e  n a m e  o f  ‘ R o sel y  F arm’ .  H o w e v e r ,  a l l  o f  
t h e s e  m a p s  a r e  a t  t o o  s m a l l  a  s c a l e  t o  p r o v i d e  a  t r u l y  a c c u r a t e  s e n s e  o f  t h e  
l a y o u t  o f  b u i l d i n g s  o n  s i t e .  On l y  a  b r o a d  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  b a s i c  ‘ T ’  s h a p e d  
b u i l d i n g  p l a n  f o r m  i s  p r o v i d e d .  

EARLY H I ST ORY AND  ORI G I NS ( C o ntinu ed . . . )  

1811

D etail  o f  th e 1 8 1 1 O rd nanc e S u r v ey o r’ s D raw ings, w ith ‘ R o sl ey  F arm’  h igh l igh ted . T h e t w o 
main ac c ess trac k s to th e f arm c an b e seen to th e no rth and so u th east. 

1819 - ENCLOSURE MAP 

‘Close’

‘Coppice’

‘Lower Ox 
Leasow’ 

‘Upper Ox 
Leasow’ 

‘Orchard’
‘Homestead’ 

‘Flat Ground’

‘Great Eye Bright’

Main Farmhouse

Outbuilding

Outbuilding - Barn? 

Ad v ert f ro m th e O x f o rd J o u rnal  o f  2 7 F eb ru ary  1 8 3 6 , ind ic ated th at 
R o ssl ey  w as l argel y  a sh eep and d airy  f arm. 

T h e  e a r l i e s t  d e t a i l e d  m a p  t o  s h o w  t h e  s i t e  i s  t h e  1 8 1 9  
En c l o s u r e  Ma p  f o r  W i t h i n g t o n .  T h e  h o u s e  i s  d e s c r i b e d  
a s  ‘ R o sel y  F arm’ ,  a n d  w a s  o c c u p i e d  b y  a  ‘ M iss E sth er 
R o gers’ ,  p r e s u m a b l y  a  r e l a t i v e  o f  t h e  Ro g e r s  f a m i l y  
o f  D o w d e s w e l l .  T h e  m a p  s h o w s  t h e  b r o a d  ‘ T ’ - s h a p e d  
p l a n  f o r m  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  d e s c r i b e d  a s  t h e  ‘ h o m e s t e a d ’ ,  
c o m p r i s i n g  t h e  e a r l i e s t  s o u t h e r n  r a n g e ,  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y  w i n g  t o  t h e  n o r t h  a n d  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  
e x t e n s i o n  t o  t h e  e a s t .  I t  i s  u n c l e a r  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  
t h e  h o u s e  a l r e a d y  e x t e n d e d  f u r t h e r  n o r t h  t h a n  t h e  
s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  r a n g e  -  t h e  h o u s e  m a y  a l r e a d y  h a v e  
b e e n  e x t e n d e d  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  b y  t h i s  t i m e .  C l o s e  t o  t h e  
h o u s e  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  i s  a  l a r g e  s t r u c t u r e ,  p r e s u m a b l y  
a  b a r n  o r  o t h e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o u t b u i l d i n g .  T h e r e  i s  o n l y  
o n e  o t h e r  o u t b u i l d i n g  s h o w n  t o  t h e  n o r t h w e s t ,  a l o n g  
w h a t  w a s  t h e n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  e d g e  o f  t h e  f a r m h o u s e  s i t e .

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  m i d - n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  Ro s s l e y  F a r m  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  l e a s e d  t o  t e n a n t  
f a r m e r s .  An  a d v e r t  o f  1 8 3 6  i n  t h e  l o c a l  p r e s s  r e c o r d s  t h a t  f a r m i n g  s t o c k ,  ‘ t h e p ro p ert y  o f  M r 
D av is,  w h o  is l eav ing R o ssl e y  F arm’ ,  w a s  t o  b e  s o l d  b y  a u c t i o n .  T h e  d e t a i l s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  Ro s l e y  
w a s  l a r g e  u s e d  f o r  s h e e p  f a r m i n g  t o  p r o d u c e  w o o l ,  a n d  f o r  d a i r y  f a r m i n g ,  w i t h  s o m e  p i g s  k e p t ,  
p r o b a b l y  f o r  c o n s u m p t i o n  b y  t h e  f a m i l y  o n  t h e  f a r m .  

El e c t o r a l  r e g i s t e r s  o f  1 8 4 5  t h e n  s h o w  t h a t  b y  t h a t  t i m e ,  a  ‘ Mr  J o h n  H a n d y ’  w a s  t h e  o c c u p a n t  o f  
t h e  f a r m ,  b u t  t h a t  h e  a l s o  d e p a r t e d  Ro s s l e y  s h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s ,  i n  1 8 4 6 .  An o t h e r  s a l e s  a d v e r t  o f  
1 8 6 2 ,  r e c o r d e d  t h a t  a  Mr  Se l m a n  w a s  l e a v i n g  t h e  f a r m  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

A f u r t h e r  s a l e s  a d v e r t  o f  1 8 7 6  r e c o r d s  t h a t  Ro s s l e y  F a r m  c o m p r i s e d  ‘ a su b stantial  h o mestead  
and  b u il d ings’  o f  3 2 0  a c r e s ,  3  h e c t a r e s  a n d  3 6  p e r c h e s  o f  ‘ w el l  c u l tiv ated  l and ,  h al f  o f  w h i c h  is 
P astu re and  th e rest Arab l e. ’  

D etail  o f  th e 1 8 1 9 E nc l o su re M ap f o r W ith ingto n P arish , sh o w ing ‘ R o sel y  F arm’  o c c u p ied b y  M iss E sth er R o gers. T h ree 
main b u il d l ing ranges are sh o w n;  th e main h o u se, a l arge b u il d ing to th e so u th east, and  a f u rth er o u tb u il d ing to th e 
no rth w est. N ames o f  th e p l ats are ind ic ated . 

1777

I saac  T ay l o r’ s 1 7 7 7 map o f  th e C o u nt y  o f  G l o u c ester, w ith ‘ R astl ey ’  h igh l igh ted . 

1828

D etail  o f  G reenw o o d ’ s map o f  G l o u c estersh ire o f  1 8 2 8 , w ith R o sl ey  
F arm h igh l igh ted .  
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U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  d e s p i t e  b e i n g  s h o w n  a s  p a r t  o f  W i t h i n g t o n  P a r i s h  a n d  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  t h e  D o w d e s w e l l  
t i t h e  m a p ,  t h e  f a r m  i s  n o t  i n c l u d e d  o n  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  W i t h i n g t o n  t i t h e  m a p .  T h e  n e x t  d e t a i l e d  m a p  
t o  s h o w  t h e  f a r m  i s  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  f i r s t  e d i t i o n ,  l a r g e - s c a l e ,  Or d n a n c e  Su r v e y  m a p  o f  1 8 8 3 .  T h i s  s h o w s  
f a r  m o r e  d e t a i l  t h a n  t h e  En c l o s u r e  m a p ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  l a y o u t  o f  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l  e l e m e n t s  
o f  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  f a r m  b u i l d i n g s .

T h i s  m a p  s h o w s  t h a t  t h e  f a r m  h a d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  e x p a n d e d  s i n c e  1 8 1 9 ,  b e c o m i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  m a i n  f a r m s  
o f  t h e  D o w d e s w e l l  Es t a t e  i n  t h e  m i d - l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  At  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  
w a s  Ed w a r d  Ap p e r l e y ,  w h o  w a s  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  1 8 8 1  c e n s u s  a s  a  f a r m e r  o f  3 7 3  Ac r e s ,  f i v e  m e n  a n d  
t h r e e  b o y s ,  l i v i n g  w i t h  h i s  w i f e ,  t h e i r  f o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  o n e  d o m e s t i c  s e r v a n t .  T h e  m a p  s h o w s  t h a t  t h e  
h o u s e  h a d  b e e n  e x t e n d e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  b e y o n d  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  w i n g .  An o t h e r  b u i l d i n g ,  l a t e r  
d e s c r i b e d  a s  a n  a t t a c h e d  b a r n ,  e x t e n d e d  n o r t h w a r d s  t o  l i n k  w i t h  a  l a r g e  f o r m a l  l a y o u t  o f  f a r m  b u i l d i n g s  
a r r a n g e d  a r o u n d  a  y a r d .  

Al t h o u g h  t h e y  f o l l o w  t h e  b r o a d  p l a n  f o r m  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  o u t b u i l d i n g s  o n  s i t e ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  s h o w n  i n  
1 8 7 3  w e r e  e n t i r e l y  d e m o l i s h e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  t o  m a k e  w a y  f o r  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c o u r t y a r d  
c o m p l e x .  T h e  e a r l i e r ,  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  f a r m  b u i l d i n g s  f o l l o w e d  a  l e s s  f o r m a l  p l a n  a n d  w e r e  a c t u a l l y  
s e t  o n  a  s l i g h t  d i a g o n a l  t o  t h e  m a i n  b u i l d i n g  r a n g e .  T h i s  i s  i n d i c a t e d  o n  t h e  p h a s i n g  p l a n s  i n c l u d e d  a t  
p a g e s  2 1 - 2 2  o f  t h i s  d o c u m e n t .  

Al s o  s h o w n  i s  a n  a d d i t i o n  a l  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  a n d  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  w i n g s .  T h i s  i s  
s h o w n  i n  g r e y ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  i s  i n  p u r e l y  u t i l i t a r i a n  i n  u s e  a n d  w a s  p r o b a b l y  a  s i m p l e  l e a n - t o  e x t e n s i o n .  
T h e  h o u s e  a l s o  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  e x t e n d e d  s l i g h t l y  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  t h e  s e v e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  e x t e n s i o n .  T h e  
V i c to ria C o u nt y  Histo r y  a c c o u n t  o f  D o w d e s w e l l  a n d  Ro s s l e y  r e c o r d s  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a  l e a n - t o  a d d i t i o n .  
On  t h e  s o u t h e r  e l e v a t i o n ,  a  s m a l l  p r o j e c t i o n  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  m a i n  e n t r a n c e  m a y  h a v e  h a d  a  p o r c h  a t  
t h i s  t i m e .  T h e  V i c to ria C o u nt y  Histo r y ’ s f o o t n o t e s  r e c o r d  t h a t  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  o l d e r  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  
t h e i r  l a t e r  a l t e r a t i o n s  w e r e  i n f o r m e d  b y  a  s e r i e s  o f  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  t h e  h o u s e  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  ‘ i n  
p o s s e s s i o n  o f  Lt . - C o l .  C o x w e l l - Ro g e r s ’ .  Sa d l y ,  t h e s e  p h o t o s  w e r e  n o t  d e p o s i t e d  i n  a r c h i v e s  a n d  t h e i r  
w h e r e a b o u t s  r e m a i n  u n k n o w n .

T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  a d d i t i o n a l  o u t b u i l d i n g s  t o  t h e  w e s t ,  w i t h  s o m e  s m a l l  y a r d s  o r  p e n s  ( l i k e l y  f o r  p i g s )  t o  
t h e  r e a r .  A f u r t h e r  o u t b u i l d i n g  h a s  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  t h e  s o u t h  w e s t ,  f a c i n g  o n t o  a  l a r g e  p o n d  t o  t h e  
s o u t h w e s t  o f  t h e  s i t e .  A l a r g e r  b u i l d i n g  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  t h a t  s h o w n  o n  t h e  1 8 1 9  En c l o s u r e  
m a p ,  p o s s i b l y  a  b a r n .  

T h e  f a r m  i s  n e x t  s h o w n  o n  t h e  1 9 0 3  Or d n a n c e  Su r v e y  m a p  w i t h  v e r y  l i t t l e  c h a n g e  t o  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  
t h e  f a r m  b u i l d i n g s  -  o n l y  a  f e w  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  f a r m  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  p r o v i d e d ,  w i t h  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  
o n  t h e  f a r  w e s t e r n  s i d e  o f  t h e  y a r d  s h o w n  a s  o p e n  s i d e d .  T h e  o u t b u i l d i n g s  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  o f  t h e  m a i n  
h o u s e  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  d e m o l i s h e d  a n d  t h e r e  i s  o n e  s m a l l  n e w  o u t b u i l d i n g  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  o l d  b a r n .  

T h e  f a r m  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  l e t  t o  f a r m e r s  i n t o  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  w i t h  t h e  l a s t  k n o w n  t e n a n t  r e c o r d e d  
i n  t h e  1 9 1 1  c e n s u s  a s  T h o m a s  J a c k s o n  -  a  F a r m e r  -  a n d  h i s  f a m i l y .  I n  1 9 0 3  a n  a d v e r t  r e c o r d s  t h a t  h e  l e t  
o u t  ‘ f a r m h o u s e  a p a r t m e n t s ’  a t  Ro s s l e y ,  c o m p r i s i n g  ‘ t w o  s i t t i n g  r o o m s ,  t h r e e  b e d r o o m s ,  k i t c h e n  e t c . ’ ,  
p r e s u m a b l y  t o  f a r m  w o r k e r s .

EARLY H I ST ORY AND  ORI G I NS ( C o ntinu ed . . . )  

1883 - ORDNANCE SURVEY 

19th century farm building 
range around yard Main house extended 

to the north

Outbuilding - Barn?  
As shown on 1819 

Enclosure map 

Outbuildings with pens to 
the south, possibly a piggery 

Pond

Extension, probably a 
single storey lean-to

New outbuilding 

Extensions to west of 
seventeenth century wing, later 
described as lean-to additions

ABOVE: The first edition, large-scale Ordnance Survey map 
o f  ‘ R o sl ey  F arm’ , sh o w n a range o f  f arm b u il d ings b u il t to th e 
no rth - w est, f o rming a l arge y ard . O th er f arm b u il d ings are 
sh o w n to th e w est o f  th e main h o u se, al o ngsid e a p o nd and 
th ere are so me o th er ad d itio ns sh o w n in th e angl e o f  th e earl ier 
w ing o f  th e main h o u se. 

L E F T :  T h e 1 9 0 3 , l arge- sc al e O rd nanc e 
S u r v ey  M ap sh o w s no maj o r c h ange to th e 
b u il d ings. F u rth er d etail s is p ro v id ed o f  
th e o u tb u il d ings, w ith th e stru c tu res o n th e 
f ar w estern sid e o f  th e y ard sh o w n as o p en 
sid ed .

1903 - ORDNANCE SURVEY 

Former 
outbuilding 
demolished

Western range 
shown as 

open sided 

New outbuilding 

YARD



Heritage AssessmentROSSLEY MANOR

8

T H E EARLY T W ENT I ET H  C ENT U RY –  C H ANG E AND  EX P ANSI ON 

Ma j o r  c h a n g e  o c c u r r e d  a t  Ro s s l e y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 1 0 s ,  w h e n  t h e  s i t e  c e a s e d  t o  
b e  u s e d  a s  a  f a r m ,  a n d  r e v e r t e d  t o  p u r e l y  r e s i d e n t i a l  u s e .  C e c i l  Me i n  P r o b y n  
D i g h t o n  ( 1 8 9 3 - 1 9 5 3 )  d e c i d e d  t o  m o v e  i n t o  Ro s s l e y  a n d  o c c u p y  i t  a s  h i s  m a i n  
h o u s e .  C e c i l  P r o b y n  D i g h t o n  c h a n g e d  h i s  n a m e  t o  C e c i l  C o x w e l l - Ro g e r s  
i n  1 9 1 6 ,  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  i n h e r i t  t h e  e s t a t e  o f  Ri c h a r d  H u g h  C o x w e l l -
Ro g e r s ,  w h o  d i e d  a t  G a l l i p o l i .  Ri c h a r d ’ s  p a r e n t s  h a d  d i v o r c e d  a n d  C e c i l ’ s  
p a r e n t s  b e c a m e  h i s  s u r r o g a t e  p a r e n t s ,  p a y i n g  f o r  h i s  e d u c t i o n  a n d  b r i n g i n g  
h i m  u p ,  p e r h a p s  e x p l a i n i n g  w h y  h e  l e f t  h i s  e s t a t e  t o  C e c i l .  C e c i l  C o x w e l l -
Ro g e r s  w a s ,  p r i o r  t o  t h e  F i r s t  W o r l d  F a r ,  a n d  f i l m  a c t o r ,  b u t  w e n t  o n  t o  h a v e  
a  m i l i t a r y  c a r e e r  a n d  r o s e  t o  t h e  r a n k  o f  C a p t a i n .  

C e c i l  C o x w e l l - Ro g e r s  t h e n  b e g a n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  g e n t r i f y i n g  t h e  o l d  
f a r m h o u s e ,  c r e a t i n g  a  s e r i e s  o f  a d d i t i o n s  a n d  a l t e r a t i o n s ,  a n d  r e n a m i n g  i t  
‘ Ro s s l e y  Ma n o r ’ .  T h i s  p r o c e s s  o f  t h e  d o m e s t i c a t i o n  o f  f o r m e r  f a r m s  w a s  a  
g e n e r a l  t r e n d  a c r o s s  B r i t a i n ,  a s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e n t s  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  i n  d e c l i n e .  
So m e  s o u r c e s  s t a t e  t h a t  t h i s  p r o c e s s  o f  r e m o d e l l i n g  o f  t h e  f a r m h o u s e  h a d  
b e g u n  b y  1 9 1 4 ,  b u t  g i v e n  t h a t  h e  i n h e r i t e d  i n  1 9 1 6 ,  t h i s  s e e m s  a  l i t t l e  e a r l y .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  K e l l y ’ s  D i r e c t o r y  o f  G l o u c e s t e r s h i r e  s t i l l  r e c o r d s  T h o m a s  J a c k s o n ,  

a  F a r m e r ,  a s  r e s i d e n t  a t  Ro s s l e y  F a r m  i n  o f  1 9 1 4 .  I n  r e a l i t y ,  a  d a t e  o f  s o m e t i m e  
a f t e r  1 9 1 6 ,  a n d  m o s t  l i k e l y  a f t e r  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  F i r s t  W o r l d  W a r ;  a r o u n d  1 9 2 0  
s e e m s  m o s t  p r o b a b l e .

T h e  a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  h o u s e  w e r e  r e l a t i v e l y  c o m p l e x ,  c o m p r i s i n g  a  s e r i e s  o f  
p h a s e s .  Sa d l y ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d r a w i n g s  f o r  t h e  e a r l i e s t  a d d i t i o n s  a r e  n o t  r e t a i n e d  
i n  a r c h i v e s ,  b u t  s o m e  p h o t o g r a p h s  a n d  m a p  i n f o r m a t i o n  h e l p  u s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  
t h e  a l t e r a t i o n s  m a d e .  T h e  b r o a d  p h a s i n g  o f  t h e s e  w o r k s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  
p h a s i n g  p l a n s  a t  p a g e s  2 1 - 2 2  o f  t h i s  d o c u m e n t

T h e  w o r k s  h a v e  g e n e r a l l y  b e e n  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  Si d n e y  T h o m a s  P y l e .  
B a s e d  u p o n  d r a w i n g  e v i d e n c e ,  P y l e  w a s  c e r t a i n l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  a l t e r a t i o n s  
a t  Ro s s l e y  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 s ,  a n d  i t  s e e m s  l i k e  t h a t  t h i s  w o r k  w a s  a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  
o f  e a r l i e r  d e s i g n s  f o r  t h e  h o u s e .  Li t t l e  i s  k n o w n  a b o u t  P y l e ,  b u t  h e  a p p e a r s  t o  
h a v e  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  r e m o d e l l i n g  o f  s e v e r a l  h o u s e s  a n d  f a r m  b u i l d i n g s  
i n  t h e  C o t s w o l d s ,  w o r k i n g  f r o m  h i s  o f f i c e  i n  C i r e n c e s t e r ,  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  h i s  
c a r e e r  a s  a  Ma j o r  i n  t h e  a r m y .  La t e r ,  P y l e  w e n t  i n t o  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  Mr  
A Sa i n t  t o  f o r m  P y l e  a n d  Sa i n t  Ar c h i t e c t s ,  w h i c h  t h e n  b e c a m e  P y l e ,  Sa i n t  
a n d  Ma r s h a l l .  An o t h e r  p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  C h a r l e s  B i d d u l p h  P i b c h a r d ,  

w h o  w o r k e d  o n  t h e  n e w  c o u r t y a r d  r a n g e  i n  1 9 2 9 .  P i n c h a r d ’ s  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  
d e s i g n i n g  t h e  c o u r t y a r d  r a n g e  i s  d i s c u s s e d  l a t e r  i n  t h i s  d o c u m e n t .  

T h e  f i r s t  a l t e r a t i o n s  t h a t  w a s  m a d e  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  n e w  En t r a n c e  H a l l ,  
a d d e d  o n  t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  t h e r e b y  s w i t c h i n g  t h e  e n t r a n c e  o f  t h e  
p r o p e r t y  t o  t h e  e a s t  f r o m  t h e  o l d e r ,  s o u t h e r n  f a c a d e  t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  e l e v a t i o n .  
T h i s  n e w ,  t h r e e - b a y  g a b l e d  w i n g  w a s  c r e a t e d  i n  s t o n e  i n  a  r e v i v e d  C o t s w o l d  
s t y l e  t o  e c h o  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s o u t h e r n  r a n g e .  T h e  c e n t r a l  b a y ,  
c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  d o o r c a s e ,  p r o j e c t i n g  f o r w a r d s ,  a n d  f e a t u r e d  t h e  C o x w e l l -
Ro g e r  a r m s  o v e r  t h e  d o o r .  T h e  e a s t  f r o n t  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  b a r n  t o  t h e  n o r t h  w a s  
a l s o  a d a p t e d  a n d  g i v e n  m u l l i o n e d  w i n d o w s .  T h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e s e  e a r l i e r  w o r k s  
a r e  s h o w n  o n  t h e  p h a s i n g  d i a g r a m s  a t  p a g e s  2 1 - 2 2  o f  t h i s  d o c u m e n t  a n d  a l s o  
i n  a  s i m p l i f i e d  d i a g r a m  o n  t h i s  p a g e .  

A s e r i e s  o f  p h o t o g r a p h s  r e t a i n e d  a t  t h e  h o u s e  s h o w  s o m e  o f  t h e s e  c h a n g e s .  
Al t h o u g h  u n d a t e d ,  t h e y  a r e  s i g n e d  b y  W .  D e n n i s  Mo s s  ( 1 8 8 0 - 1 9 4 8 )  a  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  p h o t o g r a p h e r  b a s e d  i n  C i r e n c e s t e r .  T h i s  h e l p s  d a t e  t h e  i m a g e s  
a s  Mo s s  w a s  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  l o c a l  a r e a  i n  t h e  1 9 1 0 s  a n d  1 9 2 0 s ;  t h e  i m a g e s  a r e  
p r o b a b l y  f r o m  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 2 0 s .  

R I G HT :  D iagram w ith th e 
eariest ad d itio ns o f  af ter 
1 9 1 6 h igh igh ted in b l u e, 

and th e ex tent o f  th e h o u se 
b y  th at time sh o w n in 

o u tl ine.    

SITTING 
ROOM 

DINING ROOM

LATER 
EXTENSION

DRAWING ROOM

KITCHEN
. 

CLOAKS

BREAKFAST 
ROOM

BREAKFAST 
ROOM

Small single-storey 
extension built as part 
of �rst phase of works, 

demolished in 1935 
when extensions were 

added.

Former nineteenth 
century outbuilding 

extension demolished 
due to construction of 

Entrance Hall 

ENTRANCE HALL

WOOD 
STORE 
(Former 

Boiler 
House) 

PORCH

SITTING 
ROOM 

DINING ROOM

LATER 
EXTENSION

DRAWING ROOM

KITCHEN
. 

CLOAKS

NEW ENTRANCE

BAY 
WINDOW 

F AR  R I G HT :  P h o to grap h 
o f  th e eastern el ev atio n, 

sh o w ing th e new  entranc e, 
and th e  singl e sto rey  ro o m 
b etw een th e t w o w ings. T h e 

P h o to grap h is signed b y  
W . D ennis M o ss and l ik el y  
d ates f ro m th e earl y  1 9 2 0 s.  

NEW ENTRANCE 
EXTENSION

Former Barn 
remodelled 

Single storey 
projection

Two-storey bay 
window 

Former nineteenth century 
outbuilding extensions, 

not yet demolished.  
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On e  i m a g e  ( s e e  b e l o w )  s h o w s  t h e  n e w l y  r e m o d e l l e d  e a s t e r n  e l e v a t i o n  w i t h  i t s  
n e w  En t r a n c e  H a l l .  I t  a l s o  s h o w s  t h e  f o r m e r  b a r n  a t  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h ,  
n o w  r e m o d e l l e d  w i t h  m u l l i o n e d  w i n d o w s  i n s e r t e d .  T h i s  e l e v a t i o n  w a s  f u r t h e r  
e x t e n d e d  e a s t w a r d s  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 s ,  a n d  t h e  w a l l  o f  t h e  o l d  b a r n  e n t i r e l y  c o v e r e d  
o v e r .  Al s o  s h o w n  i s  a  s m a l l  s i n g l e - s t o r e y  s t r u c t u r e  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  
n e w  En t r a n c e  H a l l  a n d  t h e  o l d  B a r n  – i t s  u s e  i s  u n k n o w n  a n d  i t  w a s  d e m o l i s h e d  
w h e n  l a t e r  p h a s e s  o f  r e m o d e l l i n g  w e r e  u n d e r t a k e n  i n  t h e  l a t e r  1 9 2 0 s .  Al s o  
j u s t  g l i m p s e d  i s  t h e  n e w  b a y  w i n d o w  o n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  f r o n t .  T h i s  i s  s h o w n  
m o r e  c l e a r l y  o n  a  v i e w  o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  f a c a d e ,  p r o j e c t i n g  s o u t h w a r d s  f r o m  
t h e  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  w i n g .  A f u r t h e r  i m a g e  p r o v i d e s  a  m o r e  d i s t a n t  v i e w  
t o w a r d s  t h e  s o u t h e r n  f a c a d e ,  l o o k i n g  a c r o s s  a  n e w l y  l a n d s c a p e d  g a r d e n .  T h i s  
f e a t u r e s  a  t y p i c a l l y  a r t s  a n d  c r a f t s  i n s p i r e d  p o o l  i n  a  g e o m e t r i c  d e s i g n ,  w i t h  
l o c a l  s t o n e  u s e d  t o  p r o v i d e  s u r r o u n d i n g  t e r r a c i n g  a n d  w a l l i n g .  

T h e  a r c h i t e c t  -  w h e t h e r  P y l e  o r  B i d d u l p h  P i n c h a r d  -  w a s  m a k i n g  t h e  a l t e r a t i o n s  
t o  Ro s s l e y  a t  a  t i m e  w h e n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  C o t s w o l d  Ma n o r  h o u s e  a n d  i t s  
l a n d s c a p e  h a d  b e c o m e  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  f a s h i o n .  C o t s w o l d  h o u s e s  h a d  c o m e  t o  
e m b o d y  t h e  e n d u r i n g  v a l u e s  o f  ‘ Ol d  En g l i s h ’  c i v i l i s a t i o n ,  i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  v a l u e s  

W i l l i a m  Mo r r i s  a n d  t h e n  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  o f  t h e  a r t s  a n d  c r a f t s  m o v e m e n t ,  w h i c h  
u r g e d  t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  v e r n a c u l a r  s t y l e s .  T h i s  w a s  p o p u l a r i s e d  b y  p u b l i c a t i o n s  
i n c l u d i n g  C o u ntr y  L if e M agaz ine ,  w h i c h  i n  i t s  e a r l y  i s s u e s ,  p u b l i s h e d  m a n y  
a r t i c l e s  o n  C o t s w o l d  H o u s e s ,  t h e i r  i n t e r i o r s  a n d  t h e i r  a t m o s p h e r i c  g a r d e n   
s e t t i n g s .  

Ar c h i t e c t s  w o r k i n g  i n  t h i s  g e n r e  t y p i c a l l y  w i s h e d  t o  e m p h a s i s e  a  m o o d  o f  
a n t i q u a r i a n  n o s t a l g i a ,  o f t e n  e m p h a s i s i n g  t h e  ‘ Ol d  En g l i s h ’  c h a r m  o f  t h e  
h o u s e  a n d  u n c o v e r i n g  i t s  h i s t o r i c  f e a t u r e s ,  w h i l s t  u p d a t i n g  i t  f o r  m o d e r n  
l i v i n g .  T r a d i t i o n a l  c r a f t s m a n s h i p  a n d  t e c h n i q u e s  c o u l d  a l s o  b e  i m p o r t a n t ,  
i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e  r e a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  v e r n a c u l a r  s t y l e s  o f  e a r l i e r  h o u s e s  a n d  
f a r m  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  I n  s o m e  c a s e s ,  t h e r e  w a s  l e s s  o f  a n  e m p h a s i s  o n  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  a c c u r a c y  a n d  a u t h e n t i c i t y ,  w i t h  e x t e n s i v e  r e m o d e l l i n g  t o  c r e a t e  a  
m o r e  o b v i o u s  h i s t o r i c i s t  a p p e a r a n c e .  T h i s  b e c a m e  m o r e  t h e  c a s e  i n  l a t e r  w o r k s  
o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  o f t e n  i n v o l v i n g  ‘ T u d o r b e t h a n ’  i n t e r i o r s  a n d  f e a t u r e s .  

R I G HT :  V iew  o f  th e 
so u th ern el ev atio n, tak en 

b y  W . D ennis M o ss,  
p ro b ab l y  in th e earl y  1 9 2 0 s 
A terrac e h as b een l aid o u t 
al o ng th e el ev atio n, and th e 

new  b ay  w ind o w  is c l earl y  
sh o w n p ro j ec ting f o rm th e 

earl ier w ing.  

F AR  R I G HT :  A w id er 
v iew  to w ard s th e so u th ern 

el ev atio n, ac ro ss th e 
gard ens, tak en b y  W . 

D ennis M o ss, p ro b ab l y  
in th e earl y  1 9 2 0 s. 

D esp ite ex tensiv e arc h iv al  
searc h es, a l and sc ap e 

d esigner h as no t b e 
identified as having worked 

at th e h o u se. 

T H E EARLY T W ENT I ET H  C ENT U RY –  C H ANG E AND  EX P ANSI ON ( C o ntinu ed . . . )  

Modern view of the Entrance hall, constructed as part of the first phase of alterations and 
ex tensio n,  c . 1 9 2 0 .
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T h e s e  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  h o u s e  a r e  c a p t u r e d  i n  t h e  1 9 2 1  Or d n a n c e  Su r v e y  m a p  o f  Ro s s l e y ,  w h i c h  s h o w s  i t  a s  
‘ Ro s s l e y  Ma n o r ’  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  T h e  p l a n  f o r m  o f  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  a l l  i t s  m a j o r  c h a n g e s  i s  s h o w n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
n e w  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  t h e  b a y  w i n d o w  t o  t h e  s o u t h  a n d  t h e  B r e a k f a s t  r o o m  t o  t h e  w e s t .  Al l  o f  t h e  o l d  f a r m  
b u i l d i n g s  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  h a v e  b e e n  d e m o l i s h e d  a n d  t h e  p o n d  i n - f i l l e d .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  m a p  a l s o  s h o w s  t h a t  
e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  o l d e r  f a r m  w e r e  s t i l l  r e t a i n e d ;  t h e  w e s t e r n  f a c a d e  i s  s t i l l  f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  e a r l i e r  l e a n - t o  e x t e n s i o n s ,  
a n d  t h e  l a r g e  c o u r t y a r d  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  f a r m  b u i l d i n g s  c a n  s t i l l  b e  s e e n  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  

T h e  n e x t  p h a s e  o f  w o r k s  c a m e  i n  1 9 2 9 ,  w h e n  C o x w e l l - Ro g e r s  c o m m i s s i o n e d  t h e  c o m p l e t e  r e p l a c e m e n t  o f  t h e  o l d  
o u t b u i l d i n g s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  h o u s e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e r e  a p p e a r  t o  b e  n o  s u r v i v i n g  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  t h e  h o u s e  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  d e m o l i t i o n s .  H o w e v e r ,  d r a w i n g s  s u r v i v e  f o r  t h e  w o r k ,  f r o m  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  C h a r l e s  H e n r y  B i d d u l p h  
P i n c h a r d  ( 1 8 7 6 - 1 9 4 4 ) ;  P i n c h a r d  w e n t  o n  t o  d e s i g n  t h e  Lo n d o n  C l i n i c  o n  Ma r y l e b o n e  Ro a d ,  Lo n d o n ,  a n d  t h e  
e x t e n s i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  c o u n t r y  h o u s e ,  b u t  t o d a y  h i s  w o r k  i s  l i t t l e  k n o w n .  

T h e  w o r k s  c o m p r i s e d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a n  e n t i r e l y  n e w  n o r t h e r n  c o u r t y a r d ,  l i n e d  w i t h  s t a b l i n g ,  a  c e n t r a l  g a t e h o u s e  
a c c e s s e d  f r o m  t h e  n o r t h ,  a n d  a  c o t t a g e  t o  t h e  w e s t .  T o  t h e  s o u t h  w a s  a  n e w  g a r a g e  r a n g e  a n d  t h e  r e m n a n t s  o f  t h e  
o l d e r  e a s t e r n  r a n g e  w e r e  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  n e w  a c c o m m o d a t i o n .  T h e  o u t b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  a  r e v i v e d  
C o t s w o l d  s t y l e ,  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  e t h o s  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  w o r k s  t o  t h e  h o u s e .  T h e  f o o t p r i n t  o f  t h e  n e w  c o u r t y a r d  r a n g e s  
w a s  m o r e  f o r m a l i s e d  -  t h e  e a r l i e r  r a n g e s  o f  f a r m  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  a s y m m e t r i c  a n d  a t  a  s l i g h t  a n g l e  t o  t h e  m a i n  
b u i l d i n g  r a n g e .  

T H E EARLY T W ENT I ET H  C ENT U RY –  C H ANG E AND  EX P ANSI ON ( C o ntinu ed . . . )  

1921

New entrance 
extension

New Breakfast 
Room extension

Older outbuildings 
(thought to be lean-to 
extensions) still in situ 
on western elevation

New bay window 

New outbuildings
Old farm buildings 
and courtyard  still 

in situ

New 
landscaping 

‘Design for Stables, Gatehouse and Cottage’ by C. H. Biddulph Pinchard F.R.I.B.A, 1929

Detail of the 1921 Ordnance Survey map showing the estate as ‘Rossley Manor’, as opposed to farm, for the first time. Extensions have been 
mad e to  th e h o u se b u t th e c o u rty ard  range o f  f arm b u il d ings to  th e no rth  is stil l  in situ .  T h is w as rep l ac ed  in 1 9 2 9  ( see image to  righ t) .  

AB O V E :  D esign f o r a 
new  range o f  stab l es, a 

gate h o u se, a c o ttage 
and a range o f  garages 

b y  C  B id d u l p h P inc h ard , 
d ating 1 9 2 9 . T h ese 

b u il d ings rep l ac es th e 
earl ier f arm c o u rt y ard  

to th e no rth o f  th e main 
h o u se. 

R I G HT :  D esign f o r th e 
‘ P ro p o sed S q u ash R ac k ets 

C o u rt f o r C . C ox w el l  
R o gers E sq . ’ , b y  G . H. 

C arter L td . , S p o rts C o u rt 
S p ec ial ist,  1 9 3 1 .
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‘Design for Stables, Gatehouse and Cottage’ by C. H. Biddulph Pinchard F.R.I.B.A, 1929

I n  1 9 3 1 ,  C o x w e l l - Ro g e r s  m a d e  t h e  d r a m a t i c  d e c i s i o n  t o  
t u r n  Ro s s l e y  Ma n o r  i n t o  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o u n t r y  c l u b .  As  p a r t  
o f  t h i s  c h a n g e ,  f u r t h e r  a l t e r a t i o n s  w e r e  m a d e  t o  e x t e n d  
t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  h o u s e .  I n  1 9 3 1 ,  h e  c o m m i s s i o n e d  t h e  
d e s i g n  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  n e w  Sq u a s h  C o u r t ,  w h i c h  i s  
s t i l l  e x t a n t  o n  t h e  e s t a t e .  D r a w i n g s  s u r v i v e  f o r  t h e  n e w  
b u i l d i n g  b y  G .  H .  C a r t e r  Lt d . ,  a  ‘ s p o r t s  c o u r t  s p e c i a l i s t ’ .  

At  a r o u n d  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  C o x w e l l - Ro g e r s  a l s o  d e c i d e d  t o  
s e l l  o f  m o s t  o f  h i s  e s t a t e ,  r e t a i n i n g  o n l y  Ro s s l e y  Ma n o r  
a n d  7 3  a c r e s  o f  s u r r o u n d i n g  l a n d .

H e  a l s o  i n s t a l l e d  a  n e w  g a t e  l o d g e  t o  Ro s s l e y ,  s e t  j u s t  o f f  
t h e  A4 0  r o a d  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  Ra t h e r  t h a n  b u i l d i n g  a  n e w  
s t r u c t u r e ,  C o x w e l l - Ro g e r s  d e c i d e d  t o  i n s t a l l  a n d  e x  s i t u  
l o d g e ,  o r i g i n a l l y  f r o m  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  G l o u c e s t e r  Ro a d  a n d  
Ar l e  Ro a d  i n  C h e l t e n h a m  ( s e e  l e f t ) .  T h e  l o d g e ,  t h o u g h t  
t o  h a v e  o r i g i n a l l y  b e e n  k n o w n  a s  Ar l e  C o t t a g e ,  f e a t u r e d  
s q u a r e  t i m b e r  f r a m e d  p a n e l s  a n d  w a s  s e v e n t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y  i n  d a t e ,  p r e s u m a b l y  c h o s e n  b y  C o x w e l l - Ro g e r s  
f o r  i t s  v e r n a c u l a r  c h a r m  a n d  i m m e d i a t e  s e n s e  o f  h i s t o r y  
t h a t  i t  w o u l d  c r e a t e  f o r  a n y  v i s i t o r  t o  t h e  e s t a t e .  Ro s s l e y  
G a t e  i s  n o w  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  G r a d e  I I  l i s t e d  ( Li s t i n g  NG R:  
SO9 9 2 0 1 1 9 6 6 5 )  b u t  i s  i n  s e p a r a t e  o w n e r s h i p .  

T h i s  w a s  f o l l o w e d  i n  1 9 3 3  b y  a  n e w  s w i m m i n g  p o o l ,  
w h i c h  w a s  f o r m a l l y  o p e n e d  i n  a  p u b l i c  c e r e m o n y ,  
r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  l o c a l  p r e s s .  T h e  a r t i c l e  n o t e d  t h a t  o v e r  
3 0 0  p e o p l e  w e r e  i n v i t e d ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  n e w  p o o l  o f  6 0 f t  x  
2 5 f t  w a s  s i t u a t e d  ‘ a t  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  m a n o r ’ .  

F u r t h e r  a l t e r a t i o n s  f o l l o w e d  f o r  t h e  c o u n t r y  c l u b  d u r i n g  
t h e  m i d  1 9 3 0 s .  D u r i n g  t h i s  p h a s e  o f  w o r k s ,  t h e  s o u t h e r n  
r a n g e  o f  t h e  c o u r t y a r d  w a s  r a i s e d  t o  t w o  s t o r e y s .  
P e r h a p s  m o s t  p r o m i n e n t l y ,  a n  e x t e n s i o n  w a s  a d d e d  o n  
t h e  e a s t e r n  f a c a d e ,  c o v e r i n g  o v e r  t h e  w e s t e r n  w a l l  o f  t h e  
o l d  b a r n  t h a t  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  r e m o d e l l e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
p h a s e  o f  w o r k s .  T h e  e x t e n s i o n  c o m p r i s e d  a  s i n g l e  s t o r e y  
r a n g e  o f  t h r e e  b a y s ,  a n d  t h e  w o r k s  w e r e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  
d e t a i l  i n  a  l o c a l  p r e s s  a r t i c l e  o f  1 9 3 5 .  T h e  e x t e n s i o n s  
w e r e  u n d e r t a k e n  b y  Me s s r s  F l e t c h e r  a n d  W i l k i e ,  t o  a  
d e s i g n  b y  S.  T .  P y l e ,  t h e  C i r e n c e s t e r  a r c h i t e c t .  

T h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d r a w i n g s  f o r  t h e s e  w o r k s  s u r v i v e  a n d  
s h o w  i n  d e t a i l  t h e  a l t e r a t i o n s  t h a t  w e r e  m a d e  t o  t h e  h o u s e .  
T h e y  a r e  a l s o  u s e f u l  i n  s h o w i n g  w h a t  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  
i m p l e m e n t e d  a t  t h e  h o u s e ,  a n d  w h a t  p h a s e s  o f  w o r k s  
w e r e  s t i l l  t o  f o l l o w .  At  g r o u n d  f l o o r  l e v e l ,  a  n e w  p a s s a g e  
w a s  c r e a t e d ,  a c c e s s e d  f r o m  t h e  n o r t h e r n  e n d  o f  t h e  
p r e v i o u s  En t r a n c e  e x t e n s i o n .  T h i s  w a s  p a r t l y  o n  t h e  s i t e  
o f  t h e  s m a l l  s i n g l e - s t o r e y  s t r u c t u r e  s h o w n  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  
p h o t o g r a p h .  T h i s  l e d  t o w a r d s  a  n e w  c l o a k r o o m  a n d  W C .  
A n e w  d i n i n g  Ro o m  w a s  c r e a t e d  i n  t h e  o l d e r  f a b r i c  o f  
t h e  h o u s e ,  l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  w e s t  o f  t h e  n e w  p a s s a g e .  T h i s  
n o r t h - e a s t e r n  c o r n e r  o f  t h i s  r o o m  w a s  r e m o v e d  t o  c r e a t e  
a  n a r r o w  a c c e s s  f r o m  t h e  p a s s a g e .  

F u r t h e r  t o  t h e  n o r t h  w a s  a n  e n t i r e l y  n e w  K i t c h e n ,  a n d  
a  P a n t r y ,  La r d e r  a n d  s c u l l e r y  a l l  c r e a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  f a b r i c .  A n o t e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  w i n d o w  t o  t h e  
k i t c h e n  w a s  a n  e x i s t i n g  w i n d o w  f r o m  t h e  ‘ Ol d  St a f f  

T H E EARLY T W ENT I ET H  C ENT U RY –  C H ANG E AND  EX P ANSI ON ( C o ntinu ed . . . )  

A l o c al  new sp ap er artic l e o f  1 9 3 3 ,  ad v ertising th e o p ening o f  th e new  
p o o l  at R o ssl ey ,  w ith  a d el igh tf u l l y  naiv e ac c o mp any ing il l u stratio n.  

‘ Al teratio ns at R o ssl ey  M ano r f o r C . M .  C o x w el l  R o gers E sq . ’ ,  b y  S id ney  T .  P y l e,  Arc h itec t,  C irenc ester,  1 9 3 5   A f u l l  v ersio n o f  th e d raw ings,  al so  
showing the first floor, are included in this document at page 25.

V iew  o f  th e sev enteenth  c entu ry  h o u se mo v ed  to  R o ssl ey  M ano r in 1 9 2 9 ,  
and  no w  k no w n as R o ssl ey  G ate.  

Earlier Entrance 
extension of c.1920

Earlier Entrance extension
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Ro o m ’  a l t h o u g h  f r u s t r a t i n g l y ,  i t  i s  u n c l e a r  w h e r e  t h e  s t a f f  r o o m  
w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  l o c a t e d .  T o  t h e  n o r t h ,  a  n e w  d a i r y  w a s  i n s t a l l e d .  
B e t w e e n  t h e  n e w  D i n i n g  r o o m  a n d  t h e  p a n t r y ,  a  n e w  s t a i r c a s e  
w a s  i n s t a l l e d .  

On  t h e  w e s t e r n  e l e v a t i o n ,  t h e  p l a n  s h o w s  t h a t  t h e  l o g g i a s  h a d  
n o t  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  b y  t h i s  t i m e  -  o n l y  a  p r o j e c t i n g  s e c t i o n  
e x t e n d i n g  f r o m  t h e  n e w  D i n i n g  Ro o m .  T h i s  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  
b e e n  b u i l t  s i n c e  1 9 2 1 ,  w h e n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  l e a n - t o  e x t e n s i o n s  w e r e  
s t i l l  s h o w n  o n  m a p p i n g .  Ne w  f o l d i n g  d o o r s  w e r e  i n s t a l l e d  o n  t h e  
w e s t e r n  w a l l  o f  t h e  Ne w  D i n i n g  Ro o m  l e a d i n g  t o w a r d s  t h e  g a r d e n  
t o  t h e  w e s t .  T h e  p r o j e c t i o n  o n  t h e  w e s t e r n  e l e v a t i o n ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l i e r  p h a s e  o f  w o r k s ,  w a s  r e - p u r p o s e d  a s  a  St a f f  
Ro o m  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  T h e  e l e v a t i o n  s h o w s  t h a t  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  w a s  
d e s i g n e d  i n  t h e  s a m e  s t y l e  a s  t h e  p r e v i o u s  w o r k s .  At  f i r s t  f l o o r  
l e v e l ,  a  n e w  b e d r o o m  w a s  c r e a t e d  d i r e c t l y  o v e r  t h e  n e w  K i t c h e n  
( c o p i e s  o f  t h e  f u l l  d r a w i n g s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  a t  p a g e  2 5 ) .

A l o c a l  n e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e  o f  1 9 3 5  p r o v i d e s  a d d i t i o n a l  
c o m m e n t a r y  a n d  d e t a i l s  a b o u t  t h e s e  c h a n g e s  ( t h e  f u l l  a r t i c l e  
i s  i n c l u d e d  a t  p a g e  2 6 ) .  T h e  a r t i c l e  p r o v i d e s  a  b r e a k d o w n  o f  
t h e  c h r o n o l o g y  o f  t h e  m o r e  r e c e n t  w o r k s ,  a n d  o f f e r s  v a l u a b l e  
e x p l a n a t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  n e w  r o o m s ,  d e t a i l s  o f  
w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  p h a s i n g  p l a n s  a t  p a g e s  
2 1 - 2 2  o f  t h i s  d o c u m e n t :  

‘MATURITY AND MODERNITY: Cirencester Craftsmen 
get the right blend: Rossley Manor Club...

I n 1 9 3 1 ,  M essrs F l etc h er and  W il ik ie b egan b u il d ing a sq u ash  
rac k ets c o u rt.  A sw imming p o o l  w as ad d ed  in 1 9 3 3 ,  6 0 f t in 
length, flanked by convenient ‘boxes’, a shower bath and a bar. 
A new  w est w ing w as b u il t o n to  th e c l u b  th e f o l l o w ing y ear,  
garages b eing c o nv erted  in garages w ith  b ed ro o ms ab o v e and  
a b ath ro o m… .  A c o u p l e o f  y ears ago  new  c o w  sh ed s w ere b u il t 
nearby for the Club provides its own milk. But surely the finest 
w o rk  w as at th e b eginning o f  th is y ear [ 1 9 3 5 ] .  T h e o l d  k itc h en 
w as c o nv erted  into  a new  D ining R o o m,  and  a new  k itc h en 
w as b u il t w ith  a b ed ro o m ab o v e. ’

T h i s  h e l p s  t o  e x p l a i n  t h a t  t h e  G a r a g e s ,  b u i l t  i n  1 9 2 9 ,  w e r e  
h e i g h t e n e d  f r o m  a  s i n g l e - s t o r e y  r a n g e  t o  g a r a g e s  w i t h  b e d r o o m s  
o v e r .  T h e  a r t i c l e  g o e s  o n  t o  r e v e a l  t h a t  t h e  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  e a s t  
s i d e  o f  t h e  h o u s e  w a s  u s e d  a s  a  ‘ Sh e r r y  Lo u n g e ’  f o r  g u e s t s :  

‘ T h e ex terio r w o rk  w as c arried  o u t in o l d  sto ne,  w ith  sto ne 
mu l l io ned  w ind o w s ( l ead ed  l igh ts)  and  a ro o f  o f  sto nes til es.  
T h ere are l o w  gab l es o n th e east sid e,  and  th e w h o l e o f  th e 
al teratio ns c o nf o rm entirel y  w ith  th e o l d  w o rl d  arc h itec t u re 
o f  th e o riginal  mano r.  T h e sh err y  l o u nge is in a p l easant 
l ittl e ‘ no o k ’  o n th e righ t o f  th e entranc e h al l .  I t is no t o f  h u ge 
d imensio ns b u t it is d ec id ed l y  c o s y  and  h as an eigh t f o o t b ay  
w ind o w ,  w ith  a w ind o w  seat,  w h ic h  o v erl o o k s th e h il l s.  I t h as 
a floor of oak.’

T h e w estern and  so u th ern f ac ad es o f  R o ssl ey  M ano r,  f ro m a P ainting b y  Hesk eth  Hu b b ard ,  V . P . ,  R . B . A. ,  R . O . I . ,  F . S . A. ,  1 9 4 4 .  
T h is image w as inc l u d ed  in 1 9 5 3  B ro c h u re f o r R o ssl ey  M ano r C o u ntry  C l u b  

T h i s  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  n e w  ‘ p a s s a g e ’  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  En t r a n c e ,  w a s  c r e a t e d  a s  
a  ‘ Sh e r r y  Lo u n g e ’  f o r  g u e s t s .  T h e  a r t i c l e  w e n t  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h a t :  

‘ O ak  p anel l ed  d o o rs l ead  f ro m th e l o u nge into  th e new  d ining ro o m.  F ro m 
th e d ining ro o m,  gl ass p anel l ed  d o o rs l o o k  o u t o n to  th e terrac e and  tennis 
courts. The floor of the dining room is oak and the room panelled in oak. 
T h ere are sec ret d o o rs in th e p anel l ing w h ic h  c l e v erl y  c o nc eal  th e o p ening o f  
th e serv ing sl id e.  T h e c raf tsmansh ip  o f  th e C irenc ester w o rk men is rev eal ed  
in the stone fireplace, wide and picturesque, which adorns the new dining 
ro o m.  

… S imil ar w o rk mansh ip  is ev id ent in th e new  b u tl er’ s p antr y ,  w h il e th e l ard ers 
and  d air y  h av e b een b ro u gh t u p  to  d ate.  A new  stairc ase h as b een erec ted  
f ro m th e p assage nex t to  th e K itc h en,  th e ‘ d ad o ’  o f  w h ic h  w as f o rmerl y  o l d  o ak  
floorboards in the drawing room. To replace the old floor raised from the drawing 
room a new oak floor has been laid and is now extremely suitable for dancing.’ 
( N o rth  W il ts Heral d ,  F rid ay  1 9  J u l y )  

T h e  f i n a l  p a r a g r a p h  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  r e v e a l i n g  t h a t  t h e  d a d o  o f  t h e  n e w  s t a i r c a s e  
h a d  b e e n  m a d e  f r o m  t h e  o r i g i n a l  o a k  f l o o r b o a r d s  i n  t h e  D r a w i n g  Ro o m .  

T h e  r e m o d e l l i n g  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1 9 3 0 s .  T h e  f i n a l  p h a s e  o f  t h i s  m a j o r  
r e m o d e l l i n g  b y  C e c i l  C o x w e l l - Ro g e r s  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
o f  t h e  t w o  l o g g i a s  o n  t h e  w e s t  f r o n t ,  t o  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  p r o j e c t i n g  b a y .  

T h e  1 9 3 5  p l a n s  s h o w  t h a t  t h i s  h a d  a  d o o r w a y  o n  i t s  n o r t h e r n  e l e v a t i o n ,  w h i c h  
i s  n o w  s e a l e d  s h u t .  A p r e c i s e  d a t e  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  l o g g i a s  i s  n o t  
c l e a r ,  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  c e r t a i n l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  b y  1 9 4 4  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  s h o w n  i n  a  
p a i n t i n g  o f  t h e  h o u s e  b y  Er i c  H e s k e t h  H u b b a r d  ( 1 8 9 2 – 1 9 5 7 )  ( s e e  r i g h t ) .  T h i s  
p a i n t i n g  w a s  i n c l u d e d  i n  ‘ T h e Artist and  th e C o u ntr y  Ho u se’  b y  J o h n  St e g m a n  
i n  1 9 4 9 ,  a  f o r e r u n n e r  t o  J o h n  H a r r i s ’  b o o k  o f  t h e  s a m e  n a m e .  T h e  p i c t u r e  w a s  
a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a  s i m p l e  d e s c r i p t i o n  b y  D o r o t h y  St r o u d  r e a d i n g  ‘ A t y p ic al  
C o tsw o l d  h o u se in th e l o c al  arc h itec tu ral  trad itio n’ .  T h e  d a t e  o f  H e s k e t h ’ s  
p a i n t i n g  p l a c e s  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  Lo g g i a s  a s  b e t w e e n  1 9 3 6  a n d  1 9 4 4 .  

I n  1 9 4 5 ,  C o x w e l l - Ro g e r s  c o m m i s s i o n e d  n e w  d e s i g n s  f r o m  Si d n e y  P y l e  f o r  t h e  
c o n v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  g a t e h o u s e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a b l e s ,  a n d  t h e  l o f t  o v e r ,  i n t o  a  F a r m  
B a i l i f f ’ s  C o t t a g e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e s e  a l t e r a t i o n s  d o  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  g o n e  a h e a d ,  
w i t h  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o d a y  m a t c h i n g  t h e  ‘ e x i s t i n g ’  p l a n  f o r m  r e c o r d e d  b y  P y l e  i n  
h i s  d r a w i n g s .  

T h e  C o u n t r y  C l u b  w a s ,  b y  a l l  a c c o u n t s ,  a  s u c c e s s f u l  v e n t u r e ,  a n d  b r o c h u r e s  o f  
1 9 5 2  a n d  1 9 5 3  ( s e e  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e s )  c a p t u r e s  t h e  c h a r m  o f  t h e  o l d  f a r m h o u s e ,  
w i t h  i t s  s e r i e s  o f  w e l l - c o n s i d e r e d  e x t e n s i o n s  b y  C o x w e l l  Ro g e r s .  T h e  p h o t o s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  b r o c h u r e s  s h o w  t h e  m o r e  m a t u r e  g a r d e n  s e t t i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  h o u s e ,  
a n d  t h e  s w i m m i n g  p o o l  w i t h  i t s  c h a n g i n g  r o o m s ,  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  o p e n e d  i n  1 9 3 3 .  

T H E EARLY T W ENT I ET H  C ENT U RY –  C H ANG E AND  EX P ANSI ON ( C o ntinu ed . . . )  
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T H E EARLY T W ENT I ET H  C ENT U RY –  C H ANG E AND  EX P ANSI ON ( C o ntinu ed . . . )  

The image showing the Cotswolds hounds shown the Entrance wing from the first phase of alterations to the left, and the later ‘Sherry Lounge’ addition 
o f  1 9 3 5  to  th e righ t

1 9 5 2  ART I C LE 

A p r e s s  a r t i c l e  o f  1 9 5 2  s u m m a r i s e d  t h e  c h a r m  o f  t h e  
i n t e r i o r  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  n o t i n g  t h a t :  

‘ M o st o f  th e o l d  f u rnitu re is th e resu l t o f  th e 
p ro p rieto r’ s,  C ec il  C o x w el l - R o gers,  M . C . ,  h u nting 
o u t o l d  p iec es al l  o v er th e c o u ntr y  and  o f  h is 
natural flair for knowing what goes where and best.’ 

T h i s  s e e m s  t o  s u m m a r i s e  C o x w e l l - Ro g e r s  o v e r a l l  
a t t i t u d e  t o  Ro s s l e y ,  p o s s e s s i n g  a  s e n s i t i v e  t o u c h  a n d  a n  
i n s t i n c t  f o r  c r e a t i n g  a  l a y e r e d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s e t t i n g  t h a t  
w o u l d  s u i t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  s t y l e  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  p o r t i o n s  
o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  An  a r t i c l e  i n  T atl er M agaz ine of  1 9 5 2 
r e c o r d e d  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n s  h e l d  t o  m a r k  t h e  c l u b ’ s  c o m i n g  
o f  a g e ,  a n d  n o t i n g  t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  m e m b e r s h i p  t h a t  t h e  
c l u b  r e t a i n e d .  

E X T RAC T  F ROM ROSSLEY MANOR B ROC H U RE -  1 9 5 2
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ROSSLEY MANOR B ROC H U RE -  1 9 5 3  

T H E EARLY T W ENT I ET H  C ENT U RY –  C H ANG E AND  EX P ANSI ON ( C o ntinu ed . . . )  
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ROSSLEY MANOR B ROC H U RE -  1 9 5 3  

T H E EARLY T W ENT I ET H  C ENT U RY –  C H ANG E AND  EX P ANSI ON ( C o ntinu ed . . . )  

The image shows the eastern elevation, with the Entrance wing from the first phase of 
al teratio ns in th e d istanc e,  and  th e l ater S h erry  L o u nge and  K itc h en ad d itio ns in th e 
f o regro u nd .

T w o  images sh o w ing ( to p )  th e S w imming p o o l  o f  1 9 3 3  w ith  c h anging p o o l s to  th e righ t o f  th e p ic t u re  and  
( b el o w )  a v iew  o f  th e so u th ern el ev atio n ‘ f ro m th e R o se G ard en’ ,  d emo nstrating h o w  th e gard ens h ad  
matu red  sinc e th e 1 9 2 0 s.
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ROSSLEY MANOR B ROC H U RE -  1 9 5 3  

T H E EARLY T W ENT I ET H  C ENT U RY –  C H ANG E AND  EX P ANSI ON ( C o ntinu ed . . . )  

A v iew  entitl ed  th e ‘ P eac ef u l  C o rner’  sh o w ing th e earl iest so u th ern el ev atio n,  w ith  th e o riginal  f ro nt 
d o o r to  th e o l d  f armh o u se.  
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T H E MOD ERN ERA –  ALT ERAT I ONS 

C e c i l  C o x w e l l - Ro g e r s  d i e d  i n  1 9 5 3 ,  u n m a r r i e d .  As  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  e s t a t e  
r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f a m i l y ,  t o  Ri c h a r d  An n e s l e y  C o x w e l l - Ro g e r s  ( l a t e r  
Lt . C o l . ) .  A p o s t c a r d  p o s t m a r k e d  1 9 6 3  c a p t u r e s  t h e  s o u t h e r n  e l e v a t i o n  
‘ f r o m  t h e  W a t e r  G a r d e n ’  ( s e e  r i g h t ) .  

Ri c h a r d  C o x w e l l - Ro g e r s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  r u n  Ro s s l e y  a s  a  c o u n t r y  c l u b  
u n t i l  1 9 6 6 ,  a n d  t h e n  s t a y e d  a t  t h e  h o u s e ,  u s i n g  i t  a s  h i s  p r i v a t e  r e s i d e n c e .  
H o w e v e r ,  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d r a w i n g s  ( s e e  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e s )  r e c o r d  t h a t  i n  1 9 6 6 ,  
h e  m a d e  a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t u r n  t h e  m a i n  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  h o u s e  i n t o  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  
r e s i d e n c e s ,  p r e s u m a b l y  t o  b r i n g  i n  e x t r a  i n c o m e  a f t e r  t h e  c l o s u r e  o f  t h e  
C o u n t r y  C l u b .  T h e  o t h e r  r e s i d e n c e s  w e r e  p r e s u m a b l y  l e a s e d  t o  t e n a n t s .  

T h e  a l t e r a t i o n s  w e r e  r e l a t i v e l y  m i n o r ,  w i t h  H o u s e  No . 1  r e t a i n e d  w i t h i n  t h e  
o l d e s t  c o r e  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  a n d  e x t e n d i n g  a s  f a r  n o r t h  a s  t h e  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  
t h e  s o u t h e r n  g a r a g e  w i n g .  D o o r s  w e r e  b l o c k e d  u p  b e t w e e n  t h e  K i t c h e n  
( t h e n  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a  u t i l i t y  r o o m )  a n d  t h e  o l d  l a r d e r  a n d  s c u l l e r y  -  t h e  
l a t t e r  w e r e  t h e n  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a  k i t c h e n  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  r e s i d e n c e ,  l o c a t e d  
t o  t h e  n o r t h .  A n e w  e n t r a n c e  t o  H o u s e  No . 2 ,  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  m o s t  
r a n g e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  w a s  c r e a t e d  o n  t h e  e a s t e r n  e l e v a t i o n ,  a n d  a  n e w  
b a c k  d o o r  f o r  H o u s e  No . 1  w a s  i n s t a l l e d  o n  t h e  w e s t e r n  e l e v a t i o n  c l o s e  t o  
t h e  c o u r t y a r d  s t e p s .  H o u s e  No . 3  w a s  c r e a t e d  i n  t h e  t h e  g a r a g e  w i n g ,  w i t h  
t h r e e  g a r a g e  s p a c e s  r e t a i n e d  b e l o w  t h e  b e d r o o m s .

T h e  m a j o r  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  o l d e r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  w i t h  H o u s e  No . 1 ,  
w e r e  f o c u s e d  a r o u n d  t h e  c e n t r a l  d i n i n g  r o o m  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  c l u b .  T h i s  
w a s  r e t u r n e d  t o  i t s  f o r m e r  u s e  a s  a  K i t c h e n ,  w i t h  a  n e w  w i n d o w  l o o k i n g  
o n t o  t h e  l o g g i a .

T h e  d r a w i n g s  w e r e  b y  Astam B u il d ing D esign P artnersh ip ,  t h e  n e w  n a m e  
f o r  Si d n e y  P y l e ’ s  f o r m e r  p r a c t i c e :  P y l e  h a d  e n t e r e d  i n t o  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  
A.  Sa i n t ,  t h e  f o r m e r  C h i e f  As s i s t a n t  Ar c h i t e c t  t o  t h e  C i t y  a n d  C o u n t y  o f  
B r i s t o l ,  t o  f o r m  t h e  f i r m  o f  P y l e  a n d  Sa i n t ,  C i r e n c e s t e r ,  a n d  t h e n  P y l e ,  
Sa i n t  a n d  Ma r s h a l l .  P y l e  d i e d  i n  J u l y  1 9 5 6 ,  a g e d  6 3 ,  a n d  t h e  p r a c t i c e  l a t e r  
m e r g e d  w i t h  F u l l j a m e s  a n d  W a l l e r  t o  f o r m  As t a m  D e s i g n .

T h e  1 9 7 6  m a p  o f  Ro s s l e y  s h o w s  t h e  b r o a d  f o o t p r i n t  o f  t h e  m a i n  h o u s e  m u c h  
a s  i t  w a s  u n d e r  C e c i l  C o x w e l l - Ro g e r s  f r o m  t h e  1 9 3 0 s  o n w a r d s .  H o w e v e r ,  
w i t h i n  t h e  g r o u n d s ,  s e v e r a l  c o t t a g e s  h a v e  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d ;  P a d d o c k  
C o t t a g e  a n d  G a r d e n  C o t t a g e  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ;  a n d  a  g a r a g e  r a n g e  t o  t h e  
n o r t h w e s t .  Al s o  v i s i b l e  i s  t h e  T e n n i s  C o u r t ,  Sw i m m i n g  P o o l  a n d  Sq u a s h  
C o u r t ,  b r o a d l y  t o  t h e  e a s t  a n d  s o u t h e a s t  o f  t h e  m a i n  h o u s e .  

L E F T :  A p o stc ard  
v iew  o f  R o ssl ey  f ro m 
1 9 6 3 ,  sh o w ing th e 
S o u th ern el ev atio n 
f ro m th e matu re 
W ater G ard en,  as 
seen o n th e 1 9 2 0 s 
image o n p age 9 .

D etail  o f  th e 1 9 6 6  c o nv ersio n D raw ings,  f o c u sed  u p o n th e c entral  K itc h en.  D etail  o f  th e 1 9 7 6  map  o f  R o ssl ey  sh o w ing th e v ario u s c o ttages th at h ad  b een b u il l t aro u nd  
th e gro u nd s.  
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House No.1 House No.2

Doorway blocked

Doorway blocked

H
ouse N

o.3

T H E MOD ERN ERA -  ALT ERAT I ONS ( C o ntinu ed . . . )  

G ROU N D  F LOOR P LANS AN D  ELEV AT I ONS F OR T H E C ON V ERSI ON OF  ROSSLEY MANOR I N T O T H REE RESI D ENC ES - 1 9 6 6
As t a m  B u i l d i n g  D e s i g n  P a r t n e r s h i p ,  T h o m a s  St r e e t  H o u s e ,  C i r e n c e s t e r ,  f o r  Ma j o r  G e n e r a l  C o x w e l l - Ro d g e r s
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House No.1 House No.2

H
ouse N

o.3

T H E MOD ERN ERA -  ALT ERAT I ONS ( C o ntinu ed . . . )  

F I RST  F LOOR P LANS AN D  ELEV AT I ONS F OR T H E C ON V ERSI ON OF  ROSSLEY MANOR I N T O T H REE RESI D ENC ES - 1 9 6 6
As t a m  B u i l d i n g  D e s i g n  P a r t n e r s h i p ,  T h o m a s  St r e e t  H o u s e ,  C i r e n c e s t e r ,  f o r  Ma j o r  G e n e r a l  C o x w e l l - Ro d g e r s
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2 0

Af t e r  l i v i n g  a t  Ro s s l e y  Ma n o r  f o r  f o r t y  y e a r s ,  Ri c h a r d  C o x w e l l -
Ro g e r s  s o l d  t h e  h o u s e  i n  1 9 9 3  t o  J e r e m y  a n d  Su s a n  H i t c h i n s .

I n  2 0 0 5 ,  Mr  a n d  Mr s  H i t c h i n s  a p p l i e d ,  a n d  w e r e  g r a n t e d  p l a n n i n g  
p e r m i s s i o n  f o r ,  t h e  c o n v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  g a r a g e  w i n g  i n t o  a  n e w  
i n d o o r  Sw i m m i n g  P o o l  w i n g .  T h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  a l s o  i n v o l v e d  a  n e w  
c o v e r e d  l i n k  b e t w e e n  t h e  w i n g  a n d  t h e  m a i n  h o u s e ,  a n  e x t e n s i o n  
t o  t h e  p l a n t  r o o m ,  t h e   r e m o v a l  o f  a  c h i m n e y  a n d  a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  
t h e  w i n d o w s .  T h e  f o r m e r  g a r a g e  r a n g e  t o  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  o f  t e h  
h o u s e  w a s  a l s o  r e p l a c e d  b y  t h e  e x i s t i n g  L- s h a p e d  g a r g e  r a n g e .  T h e  
d e m o l i t i o n  p l a n s  s h o w  t h a t  n e a r l y  a l l  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a l  p a r t i t i o n s  w e r e  
r e m o v e d  w i t h i n  t h e  g a r a g e ,  a n d  a  m o d e r n  s w i m m i n g  p o o l  w i t h  
m e z z a n i n e  o v e r  c r e a t e d .  

T h e  h o u s e  h a s  n o w  c o m e  i n t o  n e w  o w n e r s h i p .  

T H E MOD ERN ERA -  ALT ERAT I ONS ( C o ntinu ed . . . )  

D emo l itio n p l an f ro m th e 2 0 0 5  ap p l ic atio n sh o w ing th e remo v al  o f  mo st o f  th e internal  w al l s o f  
th e G arage range,  w h ic h  h ad  al read y  b een al tered  in th e 1 9 6 6  c o nv ersio n.  

P ro p o sal  d raw ing f ro m th e 2 0 0 5  ap p l ic atio n sh o w ing th e new  sw imming p o o l .  R ec ent p h o to grap h  sh o w ing th e so u th ern and  w estern f ac ad es o f  th e c o u rt y ard  range,  
inc l u d ing th e ind o o r p o o l  b u il d ing,  c o nv erted  f ro m th e f o rmer garage range,  and  th e 
c o ttage,  b u il t in 1 9 2 9 .  

AB O V E  R I G HT  R ec ent p h o to grap h  sh o w ing th e 
reb u il t garage range,  j u st to  th e no rth w est o f  th e 

c o u rt y ard .  

AB O V E  F AR  R I G HT :  T h e 2 0 0 5  S w imming p o o l  and  
mez z anine,  c reated  w ith  th e f o rmer garage range.  

Indoor pool within 
former Garage Range Cottage of 1929
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SITTING 
ROOM 

SOUTH LOGGIA

STUDY

FORMER POND
Shown in 1883, removed 

by 1921 

Former cross passage 
of original sixteenth 

century core. 

TELEVISION ROOM
Originally built as the 
new Kitchen in 1935 

FORMER OUTBUILDING 
Date of construction 

unknown. In situ by at least 
1819, demolished 

by 1921

DINING ROOM

Outline of nineteenth century 
extension (probably lean-to 

additions) demolished between 
1921 and 1935

FORMER OUTBUILDINGS 
Built in mid-19th century with 
pens to south, demolished  by 

1921

New ‘Sherry Lounge’ 
and bay window added 

in 1935

SU G G EST ED  G ROU N D  F LOOR P H ASI NG  D I AG RAM

Described as 
‘New Dairy’ in 

1935

E x isting w al l s as p er 
mo d ern su rv ey
C o re o f  o riginal  h o u se 
f ro m 1 6 th  c entu r y , w ith 
l ater al teratio ns

UTILITY ROOM 
used as a Pantry 

from 1935 

FORMER 
‘SHERRY 

LOUNGE ‘ 

GATEWAY AND 
GATEHOUSE 
Built in 1929

DRAWING ROOM

KITCHEN
‘Old Kitchen’, 

converted to a new 
Dining Room in 
1935. Reverted to 

Kitchen use in 1966. 

CLOAKS

BREAKFAST 
ROOM

COTTAGE 
Built in 1929 replacing 

former Victorian 
outbuildings. 

FORMER POND
Shown in 1883, removed 

by 1921 

FORMER 
OUTBUILDING 
Constructed in 

mid-19th century, 
demolished by 1921

TELEVISION ROOM
Originally built as the 
new Kitchen in 1935 

FORMER 
‘SHERRY 

LOUNGE ‘ 
CLOAKS

NORTH LOGGIA

BREAKFAST ROOM 
Constructed c.1920, 

converted to Sta� Room 
in 1935

COVERED 
PORCH

Shown as 
Bar area in 

1935

Former 
Larder & 
Scullery

4 light window, moved 
from ‘Old Sta� Room’ 

in 1935

SOUTH LOGGIA NORTH LOGGIA

BREAKFAST 
ROOM

Shown as 
Bar area in 

1935

KITCHEN
‘Old Kitchen’, 

converted to a new 
Dining Room in 
1935. Reverted to 

Kitchen use in 1966. 

UTILITY ROOM 
used as a Pantry 

from 1935 Former 
Larder & 
Scullery

Small extension built 
as part of c.1920 works, 

demolished in 1935 
when Sherry Lounge 

constructed.

Small outbuildling 
extension shown in 

1883, demolished by 
1921

ENTRANCE HALL
Built c.1920

LOGGIAS
Added a�er 1935, 
shown in Hesketh 
painting of 1944

Bay Window, added 
c.1920

FORMER 
OUTBUILDING 
Shown in 1923, 

since demolished. 

STUDY
Described as 

‘New Dairy’ in 
1935

OUTLINE OF 
VICTORIAN 

OUTBUILDINGS 
Constructed mid-19th

century, demolished 
in 1929

Outline of former Barn, 
remodelled c.1920, with 
new mullioned windows 

inserted.

WOOD 
STORE 
(Former 

Boiler 
House) 

Opening blocked 
in 1966

PORCH

Staircase 
added in 1966

LIBRARY

OLD 
BOILER 
HOUSE 

Pool Plant 

Staircase added in 1935

Former 
fuel 

Store 
SWIMMING 

POOL 
Built in 2004 within 
former Garage range 

of 1929 (Garages 
heightened in 1932 

and partly converted 
into accomadation in 

1966)  

Internal garage 
partitions 

removed in 
2004

COVERED 
PORCH

Ad d itio n o f  1 7 th  c entu r y ,  
w ith  l ater al teratio ns

Ad d itio n o f  1 7 th  c entu r y ,  
w ith  l ater al teratio ns

Ad d itio ns in p l ac e b y  1 8 8 3 , 
remo d el l ed in 2 0 th  c entu r y

KEY 
( Hatc h ed  l ines ind ic ate d emo l itio ns)

Ad d itio ns o f  c . 1 9 2 0

Ad d itio ns and al teratio ns 
o f  1 9 3 5

Ad d itio ns and al teratio ns 
o f  1 9 2 9

Ad d itio ns and al teratio ns 
o f  b et w een 1 9 3 5 and 1 9 4 4

M o d ern f ab ric  
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BEDROOM 
ONE 

PLAYROOM

Partitions removed in 
1966 - original date of 
partitions unknown

DRESSING 
ROOM

Constructed as 
a bedroom over 
new Kitchen in 

1935 

SU G G EST ED  F I RST  F LOOR P H ASI NG  D I AG RAM

GATEHOUSE 
Built in 1929

BEDROOM TWO

BEDROOM FOUR

BEDROOM 
SEVEN

COTTAGE 
Built in 1929 replacing 

former Victorian 
outbuildings. 

DRESSING 
ROOM

Constructed as 
a bedroom over 
new Kitchen in 

1935 

GATEHOUSE 
Built in 1929

BEDROOM FOUR

SOUTH PASSAGE

Bay Window, added 
c.1920

PLAYROOM

Outline of former Barn, 
remodelled c.1920, with 
new mullioned windows 

inserted.

BATHROOM 
ONE 

Staircase 
added in 1966

BEDROOM 
EIGHT

NORTH 
STAIR 

LANDING

CINEMA 
ROOM

Created in 2004 
within former 

Garage range of 
1929. All internal 

partitions removed.

BATHROOM 
TWO

DRESSING 
ROOM

BEDROOM 
THREE 

BATHROOM 
THREE

NORTH PASSAGE

BEDROOM 
FIVE

BATH
ROOM 
FOUR

BATH
ROOM 
EIGHT

BEDROOM 
SIX

Staircase added in 1935

(VOID OVER 
POOL)

BEDROOM 
SEVEN

CINEMA 
ROOM

Created in 2004 
within former 

Garage range of 
1929. All internal 

partitions removed.

(VOID OVER 
POOL)

Location of 
former staircase, 
removed in 1935

E x isting w al l s as p er 
mo d ern su rv ey
C o re o f  o riginal  h o u se f ro m 1 6 th

c entu r y ,  w ith  l ater al teratio ns

Ad d itio n o f  1 7 th  c entu r y ,  
w ith  l ater al teratio ns

Ad d itio n o f  1 7 th  c entu r y ,  
w ith  l ater al teratio ns

Ad d itio ns in p l ac e b y  1 8 8 3 , 
remo d el l ed in 2 0 th  c entu r y

KEY 
( Hatc h ed  l ines ind ic ate d emo l itio ns)

Ad d itio ns o f  c . 1 9 2 0

Ad d itio ns and al teratio ns 
o f  1 9 3 5

Ad d itio ns and al teratio ns 
o f  1 9 2 9

Ad d itio ns and al teratio ns o f  
b et w een 1 9 3 5 and 1 9 4 4

M o d ern f ab ric  

GARAGE RANGE  
built in 1929, �rst 

�oor added in 1932 
and altered in  1966  
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C ONC LU SI ONS AND  ST AT EMENT  OF  SI G N I F I C ANC E   

T h e  e a r l i e s t  p a r t  o f  Ro s s l e y  Ma n o r  i s  c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  
c o r e  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  h o u s e ,  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  t o  d a t e  b a c k  t o  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y .  T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  p r o p e r t y  s e e m s  n e v e r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a  m a n o r  
h o u s e ,  o n l y  a s s u m i n g  t h i s  s u f f i x  c . 1 9 2 0 .  I n s t e a d ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  
o r i g i n a t e d  a s  a  h u m b l e  f a r m h o u s e ,  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  g r a d u a l l y  e x t e n d e d  
o v e r  t h e  c e n t u r i e s .  D e s p i t e  m o d e r n  a l t e r a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  c r o s s  p a s s a g e ,  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  r e t a i n s  h i g h  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
a s  t h e  k e y  r e m n a n t  o f  t h e s e  f a r m i n g  o r i g i n s .  I t s  o r i g i n s  a r e  c l e a r l y  s t i l l  
r e a d a b l e  b o t h  e x t e r n a l l y  a n d  i n t e r n a l l y .  

T h i s  e a r l y  f a b r i c  w a s  a d d e d  t o  i n  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  i n  t h e  f o r m  
o f  a  n e w  w i n g ,  n o w  t h e  D i n i n g  Ro o m ,  c r e a t i n g  a  l a r g e r  f a r m h o u s e .  
T h e  b a s i s  o f  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  r e m a i n s  o n  s i t e  t o d a y ,  a l b e i t  w i t h  a l t e r a t i o n s  
t o  w i n d o w s ,  d o o r  o p e n i n g s  a n d  i n t e r n a l  f i n i s h e s .  T h i s  w i n g  i s  n o w  
l a r g e l y  c o n s u m e d  w i t h i n  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  a d d i t i o n  b u t  r e t a i n s  s o m e  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  d u e  t o  i t s  i n t e r n a l  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  o r i g i n a l  t i m b e r  b e a m s .  
A f u r t h e r  n e w  w i n g ,  t h i s  t i m e  i n  r e d  b r i c k  w i n g ,  w a s  b u i l t  t o  t h e  e a s t  
o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f a r m h o u s e  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  T h i s  w a s  a l t e r e d  
c . 1 9 2 0  b y  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a  t w o - s t o r e y  b a y  t o  t h e  s o u t h e r n  e l e v a t i o n ,  
b u t  i t  i s  s t i l l  l e g i b l e  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  g r a d u a l  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  f a r m h o u s e ,  
a i d e d  i n  i t s  d i s t i n c t i o n  f r o m  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  b y  i t s  m o r e  u n u s u a l  
b r i c k  f i n i s h .

Su r p r i s i n g l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  n o  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  t h e  h o u s e  p r i o r  t o  1 9 2 0  
d e p o s i t e d  i n  n a t i o n a l  o r  l o c a l  a r c h i v e s .  I t  i s  h o p e d  t h a t  s o m e  m a y  c o m e  
t o  l i g h t  i n  p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  a n d  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  a d d  t o  o u r  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  h o u s e  p r i o r  t o  i t s  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  r e m o d e l l i n g .

T h e  h i s t o r i c  a n d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  h o u s e  t o d a y  p a r t l y  
s t e m s  f r o m  t h e s e  e a r l i e r  p h a s e s  o f  b u i l d i n g .  I n t e r n a l l y ,  t h e s e  o r i g i n s  
a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  a r e  s t i l l  d i s c e r n i b l e  w i t h i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  f l o o r  p l a n ,  a s  
s h o w n  o n  t h e  p h a s i n g  d i a g r a m s  i n  t h i s  d o c u m e n t .  

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  a l t e r a t i o n s  t h a t  w e r e  m a d e  t o  t h e  h o u s e  c i r c a  1 9 2 0  
o n w a r d s ,  a l s o  h o l d  s o m e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a s  a  g o o d  e x a m p l e  o f  a  l o c a l  
a r c h i t e c t  w o r k i n g  s e n s i t i v e l y ,  w i t h i n  t h e  C o t s w o l d  V e r n a c u l a r .  

T h e  f i r s t  p h a s e  o f  a d d i t i o n s  c o m p r i s e d  a  n e w  e n t r a n c e  w i n g ,  s h i f t i n g  t h e  
p o i n t  o f  e n t r y  t o  t h e  h o u s e  f r o m  t h e  s o u t h  t o  t h e  e a s t .  A n e w  p r o j e c t i o n  
w a s  b u i l t  o n  t h e  w e s t e r n  f r o n t ,  a n d  t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  b a y  w a s  a d d e d  
o n  t h e  o l d e r  s o u t h e r n  e l e v a t i o n .  T h e  w o r k  w e r e  l i k e l y  u n d e r t a k e n  e i t h e r  
b y  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  Si d n e y  P y l e ,  o r  C h a r l e s  B i d d u l p h  P i n c h a r d ,  f o r  t h e  
o w n e r  C e c i l  C o x w e l l - Ro g e r s ;  n o  d r a w i n g s  s u r v i v e  i n  a r c h i v e s  f o r  t h i s  
f i r s t  p h a s e  o f  w o r k s .  Al t h o u g h  t h e  e x a c t  e x t e n t  o f  i n t e r n a l  a l t e r a t i o n s  
i s  u n c l e a r ,  t h e  n o r t h e r n  r a n g e s  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  p r o b a b l y  d a t i n g  f r o m  t h e  
e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  w e r e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  r e m o d e l l e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  

w i t h  n e w  m u l l i o n e d  w i n d o w s  i n s e r t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t o  p r o v i d e  a  m o r e  
c o h e s i v e  a p p e a r a n c e .     

I n  1 9 2 9 ,  C o x w e l l - Ro g e r s  d e m o l i s h e d  t h e  f o r m e r  f a r m  b u i l d i n g s  t o  t h e  
n o r t h  a n d  r e p l a c e d  t h e m  w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g  c o m p l e x ,  t o  a  d e s i g n  
b y  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  C h a r l e s  B i d d u l p h  P i n c h a r d .  H i s  a d d i t i o n s  c o m p r i s e d  
t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t a b l e s  a n d  s t o r e s ,  t h e  g a t e h o u s e ,  t h e  c o t t a g e  a n d  a  s i n g l e -
s t o r e y  g a r a g e  r a n g e ,  a l l  f a c i n g  o n t o  a  c e n t r a l  y a r d .  

Mo r e  a l t e r a t i o n s  w e r e  m a d e  t o  t h e  m a i n  h o u s e  i n  1 9 3 5 ,  a f t e r  C o x w e l l  
Ro g e r s  o p e n e d  t h e  h o u s e  a s  a  C o u n t r y  C l u b  i n  1 9 3 1 .  T h e  C i r e n c e s t e r  
a r c h i t e c t  Si d n e y  P y l e  w a s  t o  c r e a t e  a  n e w  p a s s a g e  o n  t h e  e a s t e r n  
e l e v a t i o n ,  u s e d  a s  a  ‘ Sh e r r y  Lo u n g e ’ ,  n e w  c l o a k r o o m s ,  a n d  a  n e w  
K i t c h e n  w i t h  a d j o i n i n g  s e r v i c e  r o o m s  a n d  a  n e w  s t a i r c a s e .  A f i n a l  
p h a s e  o c c u r r e d  s o m e t i m e  b e f o r e  1 9 4 4 ,  w h e n  t h e  t w o  l o g g i a s  w e r e  
a d d e d  t o  t h e  w e s t e r n  e l e v a t i o n .  I n  r e a l i t y ,  t h e s e  a l t e r a t i o n s  a m o u n t e d  t o  
a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  r e m o d e l l i n g  a n d  e x p a n s i o n  a r o u n d  t h e  h i s t o r i c  c o r e ,  b u t  
w e r e  u n d e r t a k e n  i n  a  r e l a t i v e l y  s e n s i t i v e  m a n n e r .  

D e s p i t e  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  f a r m  b u i l d i n g s  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  t h e s e  
a l t e r a t i o n s  w e r e  i m p l e m e n t e d  w i t h  r e l a t i v e  s e n s i t i v i t y ,  s h o w i n g  g r e a t  
c a r e  f o r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  m a i n  h o u s e .  C e c i l  
C o x w e l l  Ro g e r s  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a  k e e n  i n t e r i o r  d e c o r a t o r  a n d  
r e p o r t e d l y  e n j o y e d  c o l l e c t i n g  a n t i q u e s  t h a t  w o u l d  a d d  t o  t h e  l a y e r s  o f  
h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r .  T h e  a r c h i t e c t s  P y l e  a n d  P i n c h a r d  a r e  n o t  o f  a n y  
p a r t i c u l a r  n o t e  t o d a y ,  b u t  t h e i r  w o r k  h a s  s t o o d  t h e  t e s t  o f  t i m e  d u e  t o  i t s  
u s e  o f  l o c a l  m a t e r i a l s ,  a p p r o p r i a t e  d e t a i l i n g  a n d  r e s p e c t  f o r  v e r n a c u l a r  
b u i l d i n g  t r a d i t i o n s .  I n t e r n a l l y ,  m o s t  h i s t o r i c  t i m b e r s  w e r e  r e t a i n e d  a n d  
f e a t u r e s  w e r e  a d d e d  t o  c r e a t e  a  m o r e  o b v i o u s  h i s t o r i c i s t  a p p e a r a n c e .  P y l e ’ s  
i n t e n t i o n  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t o  e m p h a s i s e  t h e  ‘ o l d  En g l i s h ’  c h a r m  o f  
t h e  h o u s e  a n d  i t s  h i s t o r i c  f e a t u r e s ,  w h i l s t  u p d a t i n g  i t  f o r  m o d e r n  l i v i n g .  

T h e  e a r l y - t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  w o r k s  t h e r e f o r e  h o l d  s o m e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
a s  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  1 9 2 0 s  a t t i t u d e s  t o  h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s  c o n s e r v a t i o n  
a n d  a d a p t a t i o n ,  a n d  a l s o  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  r e n e w e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  
C o t s w o l d  h o u s e s  a r o u n d  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  o n w a r d s .  

Af t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  C e c i l  C o x w e l l - Ro g e r s  i n  1 9 5 3 ,  a n d  t h e  c l o s u r e  o f  t h e  
Ro s s l e y  a s  a  C o u n t r y  C l u b  i n  1 9 6 6 ,  c h a n g e s  w e r e  m a d e  t o  t h e  h o u s e  
w h i c h  h a v e  a f f e c t e d  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  Ma n y  c h a n g e s  w e r e  i n t e r n a l ,  
g r a d u a l l y  e r o d i n g  t h e  g e n t l e  l a y e r s  o f  t e x t u r e  a n d  d e t a i l  t h a t  C o x w e l l -
Ro g e r s  h a d  b u i l t  u p  o v e r  h i s  p e r i o d  o f  o w n e r s h i p .  I n  1 9 6 6 ,  t h e  h o u s e  w a s  
a l s o  s u b d i v i d e d ,  w i t h  s o m e  i n t e r i o r  c h a n g e s  t o  c r e a t e  t h r e e  r e s i d e n c e s  
w i t h i n  p r o p e r t y ;  o n e  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  h a l f  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  o n e  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  
a n d  o n e  w i t h i n  t h e  g a r a g e  r a n g e .  Ot h e r  m a j o r  c h a n g e s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  
e n c l o s u r e  o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  l o g g i a  w i t h  m o d e r n  d o o r s .  

T h e  a l t e r a t i o n s  o f  2 0 0 5  i n v o l v e d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a n  i n d o o r  s w i m m i n g  
p o o l  a n d  f i r s t  f l o o r  c i n e m a  r o o m  w i t h i n  t h e  f o r m e r  g a r a g e  r a n g e ,  a l o n g  
t h e  s o u t h e r n  e d g e  o f  t h e  c o u r t y a r d .  T h e  i n t e r i o r  w a s  c o m p l e t e l y  s t r i p p e d  
o u t  a n d  r e b u i l t ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  s o u t h e r n  e l e v a t i o n  w a s  r e t a i n e d  a s  e x i s t i n g  
t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s  a p p e a r a n c e  f o r m  t h e  s o u t h .  I n t e r n a l l y ,  t h e  p o o l  c o m p l e x  
i s  s t a r k l y  m o d e r n .  A n e w  g a r a g e  b u i l d i n g  w a s  a l s o  c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  t h e  
n o r t h w e s t  o f  t h e  c o u r t y a r d  i n  2 0 0 5 .  

T h e r e  i s  n o w  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e t u r n  t o  C e c i l  C o x w e l l - Ro g e r s  o r i g i n a l  
e t h o s  o f  g e n t l e  a d a p t a t i o n  a n d  o f  e n h a n c e m e n t  t h e  h i s t o r i c  e l e m e n t s  o f  
t h e  p r o p e r t y .   
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