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 All planning applications (except householder) outside or extending outside existing settlements/urban areas affecting  
greenspace, farmland, semi natural habitats or landscape features such as trees, hedges, streams, rural buildings/structures.

 Any industrial/agricultural development that could cause AIR POLLUTION (incl: industrial processes, livestock & poultry units with  
floorspace > 500m², slurry lagoons & digestate stores > 200m², manure stores > 250t).

 General combustion processes >20MW energy input. Incl: energy from waste incineration, other incineration, landfill gas  
generation plant, pyrolysis/gasification, anaerobic digestion, sewage treatment works, other incineration/ combustion.

 Any composting proposal with more than 75000 tonnes maximum annual operational throughput. Incl: open windrow composting,  
in-vessel composting, anaerobic digestion, other waste management.

 Pipelines, pylons and overhead cables. Any transport proposal including road, rail and by water (excluding routine maintenance).  
Airports, helipads and other aviation proposals.

 Planning applications for quarries, including: new proposals, Review of Minerals Permissions (ROMP), extensions, variations to  
conditions etc. Oil & gas exploration/extraction.

Residential development of 10 units or more.

 Large non residential developments outside existing settlements/urban areas where net additional gross internal floorspace is >  
1,000m² or footprint exceeds 0.2ha.

Any residential developments outside of existing settlements/urban areas with a total net gain in residential units.

Landfill. Incl: inert landfill, non-hazardous landfill, hazardous landfill.

 Large infrastructure such as warehousing / industry where total net additional gross internal floorspace following development is  
1,000m² or more.

Solar schemes with footprint > 0.5ha, all wind turbines.

New housing developments will require an assessment of recreational pressure on relevant SSSIs and measures to mitigate  
adverse impacts e.g. alternative open space provision. For further advice contact Natural England’s Discretionary Advice Service.
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