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LAWFUL USE APPLICATION

INTRODUCTION

The submission comprises a formal request to East Devon District Council seeking to agree
the Lawful Use of a long-standing residential caravan with a garden and site curtilage,
located at Heatherdown Farm, Aylesbeare, EX5 2DQ.

The development has been in place for some 22 years and it has been continuously
occupied by a number of tenants without interruption. Evidence of the physical presence of
the development and the identities of occupants are provided to support the request.

DEVELOPMENT FORMAT

The above image shows the extent of Heatherdown Farm as a residential curtilage accessed
off the B3180. The main dwelling can be seen centrally on the plot with its 3-sided
conservatory on the southwest elevation. The development comprising the residential static
caravan, its garden, storage and parking curtilage is outlined in red. It is within that defined
boundary that the residential tenancies have taken place. Access to and from the site is
shared with the main residents using a vehicular and pedestrian connection to the public
highway, located in the north-western corner of the plot.
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DEVELOPMENT FORMAT (continued)
Photo 4

A view within the storm
porch showing the
domestic nature of the
entrance. This includes
racking for shoes and
boots, coat hanging and
shopping bags.

Photo 5

The general lounge area
of the dwelling showing
its furniture, storage,
dining facility and TV.

Photo 6

A view of the kitchen
showing its active use
with a kettle, washing
up, tea towel etc. Also
there are personal
effects, children’s art
work and other
miscellaneous items.
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DEVELOPMENT FORMAT (continued)

Photo 7

Showing one of the two
bedrooms. A set of bed
linen in use can be seen
along with personal
clothing.

Photo 8

Showing one of the two
bedrooms. A set of bed
linen in use can be seen
along with personal clothing
and a child’s teddy bear.
Note also book storage in
the high-level storage unit.

Photo 9

View of the bathroom
showing normal sanitary
facilities. The presence of
toilet bags, toiletries, towels
and other personal effects
can be seen.



LAWFUL USE APPLICATION

EVIDENCE OF EXISTENCE OF THE FACILITY

Taken from Google Pro historic data, the mobile home and its evolving curtilage can be
seen. These images span over a period equivalent to or greater than three tenancies.
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OCCUPANCY

Three principal tenants have created a continuous occupancy over many years beginning in
2004, some 2 years after the static home can be evidenced via Google Pro.

In order of occupancy, the following full time residence of the facilities are shown as : -

• Mr E Lagdon – 2004 – 2006 & 2009 – 2013
• Ms T Sweeting – 2013 – 2018
• Mr M Sanders– 2018 – present

This occupancy spans over some 18 years . The first tenant, Mr E Lagdon came and went to
an extent during the period 2006 -2009 but the 2009 date, setsundoubtably a continuous
residential accommodation arrangement, by three parties, over 13 years. This is in excess of
the 10 years required for a lawful use application of this nature to be considered.

The occupancy for all three parties has been without a written lease and rental payments
have typically been made using cash. There is a consistency, to an extent, in the tenants as
two of the three have become aware of the accommodation via their work with the RSPB.
The latest tenant is the caretaker of Matthews Hall, Topsham.

All current and former tenants have been willing to confirm their occupancy of the static
caravan home at Heatherdown Farm by way of sworn statements which provide an element
of background, key dates for their occupancy and what facilities they enjoyed (enjoy) whilst
living there.

Further elements of factual information, proof of postal information and other life event
facts surround these occupancies, and some evidence is provided.

SWORN STATEMENTS

Set out on the following pages are the statements of four people who comprise the
consecutive tenants and the owner of the facility. These are: -

• Mr E Lagdon (tenant 1)
• Ms T Sweeting (tenant 2)
• Mr M Sanders (tenant 3)
• MrsR Dickman (site owner)

The statements from these parties are individual and relate to the period of tenancy they
enjoyed and any other relevant circumstances that may have prevailed.
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SWORN STATEMENTS (continued)

Image referred to in the second paragraph of the statement on the preceding page.
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SWORN STATEMENTS (continued)

Image referred to in the second paragraph of the statement on the preceding page.
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SWORN STATEMENTS (continued)

Image referred to in the second paragraph of the statement on the preceding page.
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EVIDENCE

An element of relevant support evidence accompanies the submission. This provides some
information in relation to postage communication, the tenant to which it was sent and the
dates that relate to such communications. Additionally, Ms T Sweeting became a mother
and became married during her period in the static caravan at Heathdown Farm.

Exhibit 1

Whilst some years after the departure of Mr Lagdon, occasional correspondence was
coming to the address. An example of that relating to animal insurance is shown above.
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EVIDENCE (continued)

A letter to Jon Every,
Tia Sweeting’s
husband, dating
November 2019.

The Heatherdown
Farm address can be
seen.

Waitrose card
member vouchers in
favour of T Sweeting,
care of Heatherdown
Farm.

The money off tokens
show the date of April
2019.
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EVIDENCE (continued)

Tax credit
information for JL
Every, the husband
of Tia Sweeting.

The document is
address to
Heatherdown Farm
and dated
November 2021, a
date following their
departure.

A recently received,
undated
communication to Mrs
T Every (Sweeting)
addressed to
Heatherdown Farm.
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SUM M ARY

The submission clearly demonstrates a long-standing presence of the residential static
caravan at the site known as Heatherdown Farm, Aylesbeare, EX5 2DQ, together with a
curtilage that has assisted permanent residential occupancy by a separate party (not the
Dickman family) for a period in excess of 10 years without interruption.

The established nature of the development and its current residential occupancy are shown
in photographs and the three sequential occupants have provided statements regarding
living in the static caravan together with dates for those occupancies. These dates are
consecutive with no gaps or void periods.

Sworn statements are provided by the three occupants and the owner of the site to cover a
variety of matters. Evidence is also provided to show a proof of address and certain
milestone life events, particularly relating to Tia Sweeting (Every).

It is important to point out that Heatherdown Farm’s house is and has been the permanent
residence of the Dickman family for some 22 years. At no point have the static caravan
occupants resided in the main house and the static caravan comprises a separate residential
unit with its own self-contained garden, storage facilities and parking.

Therefore, taking all these facts into consideration, it is respectfully requested that East
Devon consider that, on balance of probability and with the information contained in this
submission, agree the lawful residential use of the static caravan as a separate domestic unit
with a garden and store building curtilage.


