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1. Introduction

1.1 The Brief
Sherwood was commissioned by Y6 Architects to undertake a com m unity consultation for a

proposal to create 20 new homes on land at The Drove, Osbournby, Lincolnshire. The proposal

includes 5 affordable semi detached and terraced houses, 8 detached houses with garages, and

3 detached bungalows (See Appendix 1).

1.2 Purpose
The purpose of consultation is to engage in early- stage community involvement to allow issues

to be identified, solutions to be found, and information to be shared to inform the development

proposal, prior to a planning application being submitted to the local authority.

2. Methodology

2.1 Community Consultation
Comm unity consultation was undertaken using best practice taken m ethods from the

Neighbourhood Planning Guidance Note 12: Best Practice Community Engagement Techniques,

and in response to the requirements of the Central Lincolnshire Statement of Community

Involvement (CLJPC, 2014) .

The consultation involved the following steps:

• Consultation with Parish Council (October and November 2022) via email exchange

• Consultation with the community via dedicated website information page and email

address, leaflet distribution to residents, and online and paper- based consultation

questionnaires.

2.2 Parish Council Consultation
Consultations were co- ordinated by the Parish Clerk, Libby King, who collated comments from

local councillors,and these were responded to directly from the architect (Y6 Architects) (see

Appendix 2 for email exchange).

The council considered the plans submitted to be good, and had general clarification comments

regarding:

• The amount of social affordable homes . Four in total

• The number of houses to be built . A prior planning permission was for 16 houses, the new
proposal was for 20 houses, this was subsequently reduced to 19.

• The potential safety relating to the retention of an ash tree at the rear of numbers 3 and 5

Pinfold Close. The commissioning of an Arboricultural Report resulted in revising the
layout and moving Plot 14 out of the roof protection zone, and Plots 8 and 9 were
changed to a single dwelling. These measures result in moving the risk of damaging tree
roots.

• Clarification over play area. The play area is out with of the boundaries of the
development proposal site and the planning proposal will provide s106 contributions
towards its creation.
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• Houses being allocated 2 parking spaces and little space for visitor parking. The majority
of houses have garages, so therefore most homes will have 3 parking spaces. The
application has provided parking spaces in accordance with the minimum
requirements for planning whereby plots with 4 or more bedrooms require 3 spaces, and
with 3 or less bedrooms, 2 spaces are required.

The results of the consultation with the Parish Council were positive in that they informed

changes to the layout of the proposal, and resulted in updating of the Arboricultural Report, the

Ecological Report, and the Site Plan to reflect the changes made.

2.3 Community Consultation

Consultation materials

Preparation for the community consultation was undertaken in December 2022 and consisted of

• creation of a dedicated email address to collect responses:

osbournbyconsultation@gmail.com

• creation of a dedicated web page with links to all plans, drawings and technical

documents: www.sherwoodes.co.uk/services/consultations (see Appendix 3)

• creation of an online questionnaire for use by local residents (see Appendix 4)

• provision of paper copies of the questionnaire left with the Parish Council with postal

responses to be sent to the Sherwood office.

• printing of information leaflets to residents within the parish (see Appendix 5)

Distribution

Distribution of leaflets was carried out in January 2023 to all accessible properties within the

village (as depicted within the North Kesteven Adopted Local Plan Inset Map No 43,

Osbournby(see Appendix 6)

In any consultation process, there is the risk that some properties are missed from the leaflet

drop either through not being accessible, or as a result of error in interpretation of location. In

order to ensure that residents could respond to the consultations, leaflets were left with the Parish

Clerk, along with paper versions of the questionnaire.  Respondents were able to post their replies

directly to Sherwood at the following address:

Sherwood Ecology & Sustainability Ltd, The King Centre, Main Road, Oakham. LE15 7WD

GDPR and Privacy

Compliance with GDPR and privacy is of the upmost importance within community consultation

processes.  Questionnaires were printed a Consultation Privacy Notice statement.

Fig ure 1Sta te m ent on the questionnaire
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3. Results

3.1 Responder locations
Consultees were asked their name, address,and postcode. There were six responses to the

consultation; five from the local community and one as a test prior to the consultation.  All five

responses were from Osbournby.

3.2 Basis of response
In order to determine the basis for a response, the question of whether consultees were a

‘resident, a member of a group or if they work for a business in Osbournby’. This information is

useful in informing a planning application as it can identify whether any issues would affect

people’s day to day lives, their business, or affect the running of any local group.  All five

responses were from local residents (the ‘business’ answer relates to the test and therefore has

been dismissed).

3.3 Information sharing
The UK planning system relies upon developments recognising and responding to ‘material

considerations’, such as how the proposal would affect wildlife, flooding, transport, etc. However,

by asking local people the question ‘is there anything important that needs to be considered as

part of the application, that hasn’t been taken account of’ th is ensures that any planning

proposals are designed and built in a manner that takes into account local knowledge about a

site and its environs.

The responses from the consultation identified that there were concerns about local sewage and

waste systems; parking and street lighting; transport links and cycling; am enities and loca l

fa c ilities; sa fe ty,d istu rb ance, and noise; and that there was interest in alternative uses for the

site.

Sewage and waste

Residents have concerns about the existing sewerage system and the adequacy of wastewater

removal. The Pinfold Close development has taken the system to beyond its capacity to remove

waste, which has impacted on properties further along The Drove where wastewater has not

adequately flowed into the main sewer.

Parking and street lighting

People have noted that The Drove is a busy rural road where cars tend to speed, and where it is a

main route for large farm machinery. Additionally, existing houses at the end of The Drove do not

Fig ure 2 Responses from local people on the basis of their response
(ignoring the orange part of the chart which was the test response)
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have enough parking to meet their needs and results in parking on verges. There are concerns

that any cars visiting the new houses facing the road will further reduce the width of the

carriageway, thus resulting in impacts in traffic flow and risk of accident.

Lack of street lighting was identified as an issue as there is currently not enough lighting raising

concerns over the safety of both existing and new residents.

Building work impact

Interest was expressed relating to the amount of noise, disturbance, and heavy traffic that would

be generated as a result of buildings works that would cause disturbance to people working from

home.

Visual impact

The proposal site sits on a plot of land between existing houses. Residents have expressed

concerns with the visual impact of new properties overlooking their homes and private gardens.

Transport links and cycling

Residents pointed out that the village is poorly served by public transport, with the only regular

provision being the local school bus service. The Call Connect service offers a limited minibus

service and is only available by pre- booking, and on a first come, first serve basis.

Cycling was evaluated during the consultation, with responders stating that cycling is not a

viable option as there are no nearby amenities/ facilities that can be cycled to easily, and that

cycling on the A15 is particularly dangerous.

Am enities

The village has undergone significant change over the recent years, with many amenities that

were referred to in the Design and Access Statement (prepared for this planning application) as

being no longer in place.  In particular, there is no convenience shop nor children’s nursery in the

village. The closure of the nursery particularly has been felt by local residents as there is an

agreed lack of childcare provision both in Osbournby and the other local villages. There has been

hope that the local pub would re- open in spring 2023, and that this may contain a farm shop,

however this is not confirmed.

It is clear from responders that this loss of facilities has impacted the village considerably, with

doubts that the proposed size of the development would provide sufficient financial stimulus to

improve services and amenities that are accessible for local people. However, there is interest in

investment being directed into a play area that would provide amenities for local children.

Alternative land use proposals

The proposal land has been redundant for some years since it was sold. Residents have stated

that in 2019 there was a desire by people in the village to use the proposal site for allotments, and

in 2021 there were over 19 offers to take a plot. Additionally, there was interest in creating a

comm unity green space where people could meet and socialise.

3.4 Improvements to the proposal
Responses to this reiterated the above in terms of sewerage, parking, and amenities, play area,

and allotments. Reference was also made to the design of the proposal as being not in keeping

with the local neighbourhood, which is characterised by 2- 3 bedroom semi- detached homes in



Page 8 of 16

Site Name & Location | The Drove, Osbournby, Lincolnshire

Report Title | Statement of Comm unity Involvement

Ref | C010922 v1.0 DRAFT

Date | February 2023

regeneration
|m

aster
p

lanning
|sustainab

ility
|ecology

|landscap
e

|stew
ard

ship
|naturalcap

ital|net
gain

|nature
b

ased
solutions

|netzero
|carb

on
|com

m
unity

|consultation

this part of the village. However, it was also recognised that this small development would

provide affordable housing that was lacking in the village.

3.5 Local approval/ disapproval
Out of the five respondents three people stated they would not be in approval of the

development, one person approved, and another responded as ‘maybe’.

The reasons stated by those not approving the proposal related to the reasons mentioned earlier

in this report, and that there will be a loss of local wildlife and feelings of peace within this part of

the village.

4. Conclusions and Recommendations
The community consultation resulted in a small response from local people, however their

knowledge of local issues has provided important information that will be taken into account by

the developer and their team.

The findings will influence and guide proposals , with the main material considerations being:

• Vehicle parking affecting traffic along The Drove;

• Wastewater systems  to be designed appropriately so as not to overload the existing

system;

• Implementation of methods to reduce noise, disturbance and traffic during the build

phase of the development;

• Provision of financial support to create amenities for local people to enjoy, particularly

nature friendly play area and/or allotment space, or to provide stimulus for bus or shop

facilities;

• Orientation of new homes to address potential overlooking issues.

We thank the Parish Council for their review of the proposals and responses to the initial design

proposals. Similarly, we also thank local people for taking the time to review the initial documents

and plans that have been created thus far and for their responses to the questionnaire.

All responses will be taken forward for consideration by the development planning proposal

team and updates will be provided to the Parish Council.
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5. Appendices
Appendix 1– Proposal Site

Appendix 2 – Parish Council Consultation Response November 2022

Appendix 3 – Website Consultation Page

Appendix 4 – Online Questionnaire

Appendix 5 – Printed Leaflet

Appendix 6 - Osbournby Parish Map
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Appendix 1– Proposal Site

Proposal site

Produced by Y6 Architecture.
Plan ref: 019-005-002
Date: 09/06/2022

Sherwood

Ref C 0 10 9 2 0 2 2

Version
V1.0 FINAL
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Appendix 3 – Website Consultation Page
The website page was active from January to February 2023 www.sherwoodes.co.uk/ services/ consultations and contained links to the online questionnaire,

site plans and accompanying reports.
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Appendix 4 – Online questionnaire
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Appendix 5 – Printed Leaflet
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Appendix 6 – Osbournby Parish Map

Source: North Kesteven District Council

Parish Map

Proposal site

Sherwood
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Version
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Sherwood Ecology & Sustainability Ltd

Address | The King Centre, Main Road, Barleythorpe, Oakham, Rutland. LE15 7WD

Phone | 01572 490910

Em ail | kate.hiseman@sherwoodes.co.uk


