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Section B – Legislation

Caravan Act

Section 29(1) of the Caravan Sites & Control of Development Act 1960
Section 13(1) of the Caravan Sites Act 1968
Mobile Homes Act 1983

All Norwegian Log mobile homes fall within the definition of a “caravan” within section 29 of the
Caravan Sites and Control of Development Act 1960, as amended and "twin unit caravans"
within section 13 of the Caravan Sites Act 1968, as amended:

(1) A structure designed or adapted for human habitation which-
(a) is composed of not more than two sections separately constructed and designed to be

assembled on site by means of bolts, clamps or other devices: and
(b) is when assembled, physically capable of being moved by road from one place to an-

other (whether by being towed, or by being transported on a motor vehicle or trailer,
shall not be treated as not being (or not having been) a caravan within the meaning of
Part 1 of the Caravan Sites & Control of Development Act 1960 by reason only that it
cannot lawfully be so moved on a highway when assembled.

(2) For the purposes of Part 1 of the Caravan Sites & Control of Development Act 1960 (re-
vised October 2006), the expression "caravan" shall not include a structure designed or
adapted for human habitation which falls within paragraphs (a) & (b) of the foregoing sub-
section if its dimensions when assembled exceed any of the following limits, namely-
(a) length (exclusive of any draw bar): 65’7” feet (20.00 metres);
(b) width: 22’3” feet (6.80 metres);
(c) overall height of the living accommodation (measured internally from the  floor at the

lowest level to the ceiling at the highest level): 10 feet (3.048 metres)"

Norwegian Log Transportable Mobile Homes are purpose designed to meet the client’s re-
quirements and normally comprise of a number of bedrooms, bathroom facilities, kitchen facili-
ties and a lounge/dining area, to meet the minimum requirements for human habitation.

Caravan Compliance

Construction Test

Section 13(1)(a) of the Caravan Sites Act defines the requirements to satisfy the Construction
Test as simply, “is composed of not more than two sections separately constructed and de-
signed to be assembled on site by means of bolts, clamps or other devices”.
There is no requirement within the act for the two sections of a twin unit caravan to each be
identifiable as caravans, or capable of habitation, before they are joined together. Equally, the
act does not require the process of creating the two separate sections, to take place away from
the site on which they are then joined together. It is only necessary that the act of joining the
two sections together is the final act of assembly.

Norwegian Log Mobile Homes are designed to be assembled from pre-manufactured interlock-
ing sections. Twin unit mobile homes are formed from two separately assembled sections. Full
details of the process of assembly are set out in Section C Installation Details.
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Mobility Test

Section 13(1)(b) of the Caravan Sites Act defines the requirements to satisfy the Mobility Test
as simply, “is when assembled, physically capable of being moved by road from one place to
another (whether by being towed, or by being transported on a motor vehicle or trailer, shall
not be treated as not being (or not having been) a caravan within the meaning of Part 1 of the
Caravan Sites & Control of Development Act 1960 by reason only that it cannot lawfully be so
moved on a highway when assembled”.
There is no requirement for the mobile home to be moved on its own wheels, it is merely suffi-
cient that the unit can be picked up, intact or in the case of a twin unit mobile home as a whole
and put on a lorry by crane or hoist.

It is also important to recognise that providing the mobile home meets the criteria of the Mobil-
ity Test when assembled, the viability or difficulty of the structure being able to reach a road is
irrelevant, a caravan does not cease to be a caravan simply because it may not be possible to
move it due to site or other factors.

Norwegian Log Mobile Homes are designed to be moveable, as a single unit or in the case of a
twin unit, initially in two sections and as a whole once assembled. Full details of the process for
lifting and transporting of the mobile home are set out in Section C Installation Details.

Size

Section 13(2) of the Caravan Sites Act (amended October 2006) defines the maximum dimen-
sions to satisfy the Size Test as:

Length : 20.00m (65’7”) including any attached veranda or extended roof overhang

Width  :   6.80m (22'3")

Height  : 3.048m (10'0") internal floor lowest point to ceiling at the highest point

Length and width measurements are taken from the external face to external face of the walls
of the units (Ref: Courtney -v- Lake District and Bara Park -v- Mid Sussex) excluding any
standard roof overhangs.

Norwegian Log Mobile Homes do not exceed the maximum dimensions required under the
Caravan Act.

Operational Development

Section 55 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 defines the meaning of development
and new development.

(1A) For the purposes of this Act “building operations” includes:
(d) other operations normally undertaken by a person carrying on business as a builder.

(2) The following operations or uses of land shall not be taken for the purposes of this Act to
involve development of the land:
(d) the use of any buildings or other land within the curtilage of a dwelling house for any pur-
pose incidental to the enjoyment of the dwelling house as such;
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Operational Development cont’d...

All Norwegian Log mobile homes fall within the definition of a “caravan” within section 29 of the
Caravan Sites and Control of Development Act 1960, and "twin unit caravans" within section
13 of the Caravan Sites Act 1968, as amended and do not meet the well-established definition
of a “building” with regards to factors of permanence and attachment, see further details in
Section C Installation Details. Therefore, the installation and siting of a Norwegian Log mobile
home by manufacturing operatives does not involve the carrying out of operations.
It should also be noted that the proposed use to provide additional accommodation by one or
more family members who are part of one household residing in the dwelling house, will not
change the use of the relevant planning unit and therefore does not involve development re-
quiring planning permission.
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Section C – Installation Details

Site Preparation – Support Details, Services Details

Support Details

Strip back across the site to avoid unwanted vegetation growth
under the caravan home and cover with a root barrier mem-
brane & a layer of decorative stone. Excavate strips as indi-
cated on the “EasyPAD Base Support Layout” drawing, to a
depth of 150mm (or to suit site conditions) and fill with type 1
sub-base materials and compact. Bed level a heavy-duty flag
stone slab on the compacted type 1 sub-base, ready to receive
EasyPAD Adjustable Base pad in the positions indicated on the
drawing. Where site levels dictate, use additional incremental
packers to ensure the mobile home can be set level or at the
height required due to other site factors and access arrange-
ments. Site conditions may vary the design requirements.

Removable screw-in Hurricane Anchors used to anchor the mobile
home in position in accordance with Good Practice Guide, issued
by the National Caravan Council. Heavy duty straps or chains
used to fix the laminated timber sub-frame chassis to the anchors.

Note: In the event the mobile home is moved or removed from
site, the EasyPAD’s, flag stones, incremental packers and an-
chors can easily be lifted and removed for re-use elsewhere, and
the site reinstated with little effort.

Services Details

Electric, water and foul drainage services provided via the main dwelling house services.
Electrical mains supply extended from the existing dwelling house and connected using a quick
release socket connector (see below)
Water mains supply extended from the existing dwelling house and connected using a push fit
shut off quick release valve (see below)
Foul drainage services extended from the existing dwelling house and connected using stand-
ard push fit fittings.
Note: In the event the mobile home is moved or removed from site, all services can quickly and
easily be disconnected and terminated.
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Manufacturing

All Norwegian Log Mobile homes are designed by our in-house technicians and manufactured
in either our UK or Norwegian factory. Both mobile homes and twin unit caravans are formed
using substantially premanufacture components designed to be interlocking requiring minimal
mechanic fixings for assembly. Laminated timber sections are machined to lock together to
form the sub-frame and chassis.

All components have identity markings corresponding to the installation plans, providing the
manufacturing operatives the information required to assemble the mobile home or twin unit
caravan.
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Assembly – Construction Test (On Site)

Norwegian Log Mobile homes are assembled by in-house manufacturing operatives.
Premanufactured interlocking timber log panels, form the internal and external walls of the unit
which are supported by the laminated timber sub-frame chassis. The roof is supported by lami-
nated timber beams and finished externally with glass fibre reinforced bitumen shingles.  All
external timber is stain treated to the client’s colour choice.
Twin unit caravans are assembled in to two individual independent sections (see below), with
the final act being the connection of the two halves in compliance with Act.

The process of assembly is identical whether undertaken offsite or onsite. The two sections of
a twin unit caravan are independently assembled, they are then brought together by lifting or
wheeling into position (see below), with the final act being connection of the two sections to
form a whole.

Due to the size of the proposed twin unit caravan, the road and site access complexities, inde-
pendent assembly of the two individual sections will take place on site, they will then be moved
into position with connecting as the final act.

Twin Unit Mobile Home Sections ready to be connected together

Twin Unit Mobile Home Sections being lifted or wheeled into position
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Siting – Mobility Test

Norwegian Log Mobile Homes are designed to be moved as a whole, in the case of a twin unit
caravan, both as individual sections and as a whole once the two sections have been con-
nected together.

Due to the size of the proposed twin unit caravan, the road and site access complexities, the
independently assembled sections will be wheeled into position with the connection being the
final act.

Removal

In the event that the unit is required to be removed from site, we would lift the unit from the site
on to appropriate transportation.  As with the moving of any large caravan or mobile home the
access and road conditions to & from site would have to be made suitable for the purpose.
The transportation of this size of unit on the UK roads may not be lawfully possible and there-
fore it may necessitate the dismantling of the unit into its two sections.

Twin Unit Mobile Home lifted as a whole
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Section D – Other Information

Building Regulations

The circular issued by the Department of Environment dated 13/1/93 (copy attached) clarifies
the status of caravans and mobile homes in relation to Building Regulations 1991: Point 2 item
25 - “The position remains that caravans, mobile homes, ‘park homes’ etc. which are treated
as caravans within the meaning of section 29(1) of the Caravan Sites & Control of Develop-
ment Act 1960 (as read with section 13 of the Caravan Sites Act 1968), do not ordinarily fall
within the definition of building in Regulation 2 of the Building Regulations 1991. It is not there-
fore, in the Department’s view, open to building control authorities to control such structures
under the Building Regulations.”  Additionally, as no construction works are required because
all components are pre-manufactured with assembly only taking place on site the works falls
outside the “Meaning of Building Work” contained in Building Regulations Part 2 regulation
3(1).
Note: Drainage services for the units may be controlled by Building Regulations or under a site licence
arrangement.

Resource Information Links

Videos

Set up an Online secure video library and add links here
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List of Approving Councils

Arun District Council
Ashford Borough Council
Aylesbury Vale District Council
Babergh District Council
Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council
Bassetlaw District Council
Bedford District Council
Bolton Borough Council
Borough of Poole
Borough of Telford & Wrekin
Borough Council of Wellingborough
Bracknell Forest Borough Council
Bromsgrove District Council
Canterbury City Council
Charnwood Borough Council
Chichester District Council
Cornwall
Coventry City Council
Devon Building Control (Teignbridge & West Devon)
Dover District Council
Dumfries & Galloway Council
East Devon District Council
East Dorset District Council
East Hampshire District Council
East Lindsey District Council
East Sussex (see Wealden,Rother)
Elmbridge Borough Council
Fareham & Gosport Borough Councils
Fife Council
Forest of Dean District Council
Gravesham (See STGBC)
Guildford Borough Council
Harrow Council
Hart & Rushmore DC
Herefordshire Council
Huntingdonshire District Council
Isle of Anglesey County Council
Isle of Wight Council
Kennet District Council
King’s Lynn & West Norfolk Borough Council
Lake District National Park
Lewisham London Borough of
Maidstone Borough Council
Malvern Hills District Council (Worcestershire Hub)
Medway (See STGBC)
Mendip District Council
Mid Devon District Council

New Forest District Council
North Lincs District Council
North Somerset Council
Northumberland County Council
Pembroke County Council
Powys County Council
Purbeck District Council
Restormel Borough Council
Rother District Council (See Wealden)
Runnymede Borough Council
Rutland County Council
Rydale & Selby District Councils (North Yorkshire)
Salisbury District Council
Sevenoaks District Council
Somerset BCP includes Mendip, Taunton Deane, Sedge-
moor & West Somerset Councils
South Bucks District Council
South Derbyshire District Council
South Gloucestershire Council
South Hams District Council
South Lakeland District Council
South Northants District Council
South Oxfordshire District Council
South Shropshire District Council
South Somerset District Council
South Thames Gateway BC
Stratford District Council
Stroud District Council
Suffolk Coastal District Council (see Waveney)
Swale (See STGBC)
Swansea Council
Tandridge District Council (South BCP)
Teignbridge District Council
Test Valley Borough Council
Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council
Waveney & Suffolk Coastal District Council
Wealden District Council
West Berkshire District Council
West Devon District Council
West Dorset District Council
West Oxfordshire District Council
Wiltshire Council
Winchester City Council
Wokingham District Council
Worcestershire (see Malvern Hills District Council)
Wychavon District Council
Wycombe District Council


