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By email only: nigel@trundley.com

Dear Nigel

RE: Top Green & March Hare Cottage, Hawkedon

The proposed scheme to reduce the floor levels in the series of steps to provide a more consistent flow throughout the
property, the land slopes generally from north to south, and to the rear of March Hare cottage the land has been built
up over time.

The building as two properties has seen many alterations over their lifespan, and been segregated into three possibly
four dwellings, alterations have incorporated raised floor levels both internally and externally.

Along the front elevation to March Hare cottage a pea shingle ‘French’ drain has been installed. Unfortunately, the
consequences of a French drain in clay soil is it acts as an easy route for the flow of water through the clay substrata.
Overtime, the French drain can become silted which, in turn will hold water adjacent to the footings opposed to
discharging surface water away from the building into a positive system. This has been occurring to some degree as is
evident by the insertion of the vertical slate damp proof course.

As part of the renovation works re-landscaping will remove the pea shingle ‘French’ drain.

Trial holes were excavated along the perimeter of the properties to gain an understanding of the existing footings and
provide an appropriate detail for the proposed floor construction.

The foundations to March Hare cottage, a concrete slab has been introduced beneath the external brick walls.

The proposal is to remove the raised suspended timber floor in the two zones of March Hare cottage and introduce a
new limecrete slab on glass foam recycled insulation.

Top Green cottage. a section of floor to the north of the central chimney stack has been raised with a concrete slab
introduced beneath the external brick walls. The proposal to lower the raised concrete slab internally to that the original
level of the cottage is feasible.

Internally, there are no historic architraves or skirting to the areas where the proposed floor is to be lowered.

The chimney stack within Top Green cottage originally would of have been constructed level, the step up between the
rooms is a later addition.
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Step in March Hare Cottage
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Step March Hare into Top Green Cottage
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