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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY STATEMENT 
Planning permission has been secured by Gleeson Homes (hereafter the Client) from Burnley 
Borough Council (hereafter the Council) residential development (APP/2016/0021) on land at 
Manchester Road, Hapton (hereafter the ’Site’). The Site which extends to an area of c. 14.8ha 
is situated to the north of the village of Hapton, in Lancashire. The Site is centred, 
approximately, at National Grid Reference SD 79643 32131. 

A condition associated with heritage interest has been applied to the permission: 

29. No development of any kind shall take place until the developer has secured the implementation
of a programme of archaeological recording and analysis in accordance with a written scheme o
investigation which shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. A
copy of the archaeological recording and analysis shall be lodged with the Local Planning Authority
within two months of its completion.

This document provides the results of a programme of historic building recording proposed in 
response to the spirit and intent of Condition No. 29. The building recording was undertaken on 
9th November 2017. 

This draft document is offered for consideration to the Council and its archaeological advisor 
(Mr. P. Iles) for verification with reference to the condition applied to the planning permission 
and the relevant provisions in NPPF.  
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LOCATION AND SITE INFORMATION 
The Site is situated to the east of Manchester Road, in the borough of Burnley, Lancashire, 
centred approximately on National Grid Reference SD 79643 32131 (Fig. 1). The Leeds-Liverpool 
canal forms the southern boundary, with a stone wall retaining the canal above the Site. 
Manchester Road forms the site’s western boundary. The northern and eastern Site boundaries 
are formed by undeveloped vegetated / agricultural land. 

The World War II spigot emplacements and ammunition store are centred approximately on 
National Grid Reference SD 79467 32163 (Fig. 2). 

The spigot emplacements and ammunition store are designated heritage assets. They 
are designated as a Scheduled Monument under the Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Areas Act, 1979. The spigot emplacements and ammunition store have been 
assigned the National Heritage List reference 1432881 and the List Entry Summary can 
be found at Appendix A. 
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
The planning application was accompanied by a historic environment desk-based assessment 
(Nexus Heritage 2016) which provided some basic historic and archaeological information on 
the Site’s development and use through time. The spigot mortar emplacement and ammunition 
store represent one use to which a small part of the Site was put and some further data, 
expanding on that provided in the historic environment desk-based assessment is provided 
below. 

The spigot mortar emplacement and ammunition store are associated with the large-scale 
military conflict which took place towards the middle of the 20th century. World War II was a 
global war that lasted from 1939 to 1945. On 1st September 1939, Germany invaded Poland and 
on 3rd September, after a British ultimatum to Germany to cease military operations was ignored, 
the UK (and France) declared war on Germany. Soon after, the UK sent an expeditionary military 
force (BEF), to aid in the defence of France, and by May 1940 there were ten divisions of the 
British Army in France. 

On 10 May 1940, Germany attacked Belgium and the Netherlands and the BEF advanced from 
the Belgian border and engaged the German forces. Belgian and French positions on the BEF’s 
flanks failed to hold and the BEF began to retreat with the strategic aim of evacuation across 
the Channel from Dunkirk, the closest location with good port facilities. By the 21st May 1940 
the BEF was trapped, along with the remains of the Belgian forces and the three French armies, 
in an area along the northern French coast. Between the 27th May and the 4th June 1940, 
Operation Dynamo, lead to the evacuation of the remains of the BEF. 

After the capitulation of the BEF, the UK began to prepare for a German invasion and from the 
summer of 1940 a programme was rolled out to locate and construct a number of defensive 
measures in the form of road and rail blocks, barbed wire, anti-tank ditches, pillboxes and gun 
emplacements. The defensive measures were positioned at strategic points such as vital 
industrial centres, military installations or along defensive delineations identified as Stop Lines. 

One of the defensive measures used was the 29mm spigot mortar. This was an infantry anti-
tank weapon devised by Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart Blacker in the early years of the Second 
World War (Clifford, nd). The mortar, also known as a Blacker Bombard, was supplied to Home 
Guard units. The mortar weighed between 112lb and 360lb and when used as a static weapon 
was placed on top of a swivel or pivot set into a concrete pedestal. The weapon was usually 
located in range of defensive positions, such as road-blocks (Hogg 1995, 42) but here at Hapton 
it appears to have been located to defend the road, the Leeds-Liverpool Canal and possibly the 
chemical works. It was able to fire a 20lb high-explosive bomb up to a range of approximately 
100m and was operated by a crew of between three and five men. Its slow rate of fire meant 
that concealment and camouflage were vital. The Defence of Britain Project, a late-1990s field 
survey of 20th-century military landscape features by the Council for British Archaeology, 
recorded a total of 351 surviving spigot mortar pedestals. 

The spigot mortar emplacements are likely to have been part of a coordinated defensive arc 
including road-blocks, trenches, pillboxes and machine-gun posts. However, there are no known 
or visible traces of any such features in the in the vicinity of Hapton and the Archsearch: 
Defence of Britain Database records no nearby Second World War defences in its 83 recorded 
anti-invasion sites in Lancashire. 
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AIMS, OBJECTIVES AND METHOD STATEMENT 
A method statement was detailed in the Nexus Heritage document Land at Manchester Road, 
Hapton, Borough of Burnley, Lancashire (APP/2016/0021) World War II Spigot Mortar Emplacement 
and Ammunition Store Written: Scheme of Investigation for Historic Building Recording (Nexus 
Heritage document 3373.R01). 

The methodology for the recording was prepared with reference to Historic England’s 
Understanding Historic Buildings: a guide to good recording practice (2016) and the CIfA’s Standard 
for the Archaeological Investigation and Recording of Standing Buildings or Structures (2014).  

In summary, a Level 2 recording programme was designed to provide an introductory 
description followed by a systematic account of the structure’s origins, development and use. 
The record includes an account of the evidence on which the analysis has been based, allowing 
the validity of the record to be re-examined in detail. It also includes all drawn and photographic 
records required to illustrate the structure’s appearance and fabric and to support an historical 
analysis.  

The aim of the historic building recording is: 

• to seek a better understanding and compile a lasting record of the building and
disseminate the results.

The specific objectives of the historic building record are: 

• to complete an adequate photographic and drawn record of the structures.

• to promote the understanding and appreciation of historic structures.

• to secure an understanding of a structure and its significance.

A Historic England Level 2 Record was undertaken. The output of the Level 2 Record is defined 
in the Nexus Heritage document Land at Manchester Road, Hapton, Borough of Burnley, Lancashire 
(APP/2016/0021) World War II Spigot Mortar Emplacement and Ammunition Store: Written Scheme 
of Investigation for Historic Building Recording (Nexus Heritage document 3373.R01) and is 
reproduced below: 

Drawings 

Measured plans (to scale) as existing showing the form and location of any structural features 
of historic significance, 

Measured elevations. 

A site plan relating the structures to other structures and to any related topographical and 

landscape features. 

A plan or plans identifying the location and direction of accompanying photographs. 

Photography  

The photographic record will comprise general views towards and away from the structures (in 
their immediate and wider setting, where accessibility permits) and details of the structures’ 
external appearance. A series of oblique sightlines will show all external elevations of the 
structures, (where accessibility permits), and give an overall impression of size and shape. 
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Photographs will indicate the original design intentions of the builder / architect, as inferred 
from the structures and/or their setting. Any external structural or decorative detail (such as 
dates or other inscriptions, any signage, makers’ plates or graffiti) which contributes to an 
understanding of the structures and which is relevant to the structures’ design, development or 
use and which does not show adequately on general photographs will be photographed in 
detail. If the details of characters or numerals or artistic depiction is not clear in any 
photographs a transcription will be made. 

The photographic recording will be undertaken using a high-resolution (16mb) digital camera 
and a discretely placed scale will be included in each image (unless its inclusion would obscure 
the item being photographed, in which case two images would be made, one with and without 
the scale. The colour digital images will provided as TIFF files on a CD which will be located on 
the inside of the report cover. 

Written Account 

A written account will be prepared to include the structures’ precise location along with details 
of any statutory or non-statutory designations. The date of the record, the name(s) of the 
recorder(s) and the proposed location for the archive of the record will also be confirmed. 

Information on the structures’ types and purposes, historically and at present, materials, and 
possible date(s) and phasing, in so far as these are apparent from an appropriate inspection will 
also be presented as a summary statement. The written account will summarise the structures’ 
form, function, date and sequence of development. The names of architects, builders, patrons 
and owners will be given if known. 
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RESULTS 
A total of three broad structural groups were present on the site. 

• Spigot emplacement 1 with ammunition locker.

• Spigot emplacement 2 with ammunition locker.

• Ammunition Store.

The setting of the structures are briefly described and illustrated by means of photographs. The 
potential significance of the structures are assessed in the discussion section below.  

Spigot Emplacement 1 

Description 

Spigot emplacement 1 is located at NGR 79484 32158, approximately 50.0m east of 
Manchester Road, and consists of a circular pit measuring approximately 3.5m in diameter by 
0.6m in depth. The pit is surrounded by a low upcast bank measuring approximately 1.0-1.5m in 
width by 0.3m in height, with a 2.0m wide gap in the north-eastern end providing a gentle 
sloping entrance into the emplacement.       

Within the centre of the pit is a concrete thimble measuring 1.0m in diameter by at least 0.65m 
in height with a centralised stainless steel pin upon which the bombard was mounted. 

At the north-western end an ammunition locker measuring 1.0m in length, 0.8m in width, by 
0.65m in height and constructed from three concrete sides and a flat concrete top is situated 
within the base of the pit against the edge.  

Spigot Emplacement 2 

Description 

Spigot emplacement 2 is located at NGR 79479 32159, approximately 4.5m west of 
spigot emplacement 1, and consists of a circular pit measuring approximately 3.5m in 
diameter by 0.6m in depth. The pit is surrounded by a low upcast bank measuring 
approximately 1.0-1.5m in width by 0.3m in height, with a 2.0m wide gap in the north-
western end providing a gentle sloping entrance into the emplacement.  

Within the centre of the pit is a concrete thimble measuring 1.0m in diameter by at least 0.65m 
in height with a centralised stainless steel pin upon which the bombard was mounted. 

At the south-eastern end an ammunition locker measuring 1.0m in length, 0.8m in width, by 
0.65m in height and constructed from three concrete sides and a flat concrete top is 
situated within the base of the pit against the edge.  
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Ammunition Store 

Description 

The Ammunition Store is located at NGR SD 79435 32160, approximately 11.0m east of 
Manchester Road, and measures 3.9m in length by 1.75m in width orientated east to west. The 
east and west ends are of red-brick bonded by mortar in ‘English bond’ style and although 
truncated, stand to 2.11m in height at the west end and 1.91m at the east. The eastern brick 
end includes a doorway into the store, now without door and frame, and the sides are of cast 
concrete measuring 0.91m in height. The brick ends curve gently inward above 1.5m in order to 
house the corrugated-iron roof, although no trace of this now remains. 

The Historic England SAM listing details that the apparent method of construction was the 
erection of the arched corrugated-iron roof, retained by concrete shuttering to 1.0m in height 
along the sides inside and out, and then erection of brick walls within the arch at either end, 
fitted around the inward projecting concrete plinth. 

The store is now quite overgrown with vegetation and the northern and western sides are 
almost entirely obscured by ivy. The overall height of the structure would have been 
approximately 2.5m.  

Analytical Discussion 

The Historic England SAM listing hypothesises that the siting of the two emplacements so 
close together suggests an intention to use one if firing to the north and the other with firing to 
the south, with the ammunition locker located to the same side of the loader in either case. 
Although the Blacker Bombard was front muzzle-loaded the operator’s handles were located to 
the right hand side, and so when sited within the confines of a narrow pit emplacement it would 
have been important to load the mortar from the front-left side – thus supporting the theory 
that the easternmost emplacement was meant to fire northwards, and more precisely north-
westwards.  

The effective range of the Blacker Bombard was approximately 100 yards (91m) however the 
Leeds-Liverpool Canal is located 146 yards (135m) south of the emplacements. This would 
suggest that they were intended to defend the entrance from Manchester Road into Hapton 
House and the Chemical Works, from both a northerly and southerly approach along 
Manchester Road. 

The location of the access trench to the southeast of spigot emplacement 1 would 
suggest that attack was not expected from the east or south, and that the perceived threat 
would be coming from the southwest, west or northwest. In contradiction to this the 
entrance into spigot emplacement 2 is located at the northwest side and it can be surmised 
that this was to encounter a threat from the southwest. 

The Ammunition Store with its corrugated-iron roof is essentially an Anderson Shelter and 
designed to withstand damage from explosives. This was important as the store would have 
housed the additional ammunition for the mortars, as well as most likely the bombards 
themselves and their large tripods. The siting of the store 11.0m west of spigot emplacement 2 
is to ensure that it was not too far to obtain further ammunition but far enough in case the 
ammunition store exploded. It is however unusual that the Ammunition Store is located 
between the emplacements and Manchester Road as it not only places it closer to the direction 
of attack but also provides hard cover for any infantry advancing on the emplacement 
positions.   
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HEALTH AND SAFETY 
There were no incidents or accidents to report. 

ARCHIVE 
The recipient organisation for the project archive is the Lancashire Archives in Preston and 
copies of the drawn, written, and photographic record of the recording work will be deposited at 
the Lancashire Record Office.  

Nexus Heritage will conform to the arrangements for archive preparation and submission prior 
to commencing the works and provide copies of the relevant correspondence and accession 
number to the LHER.   

The archive has been prepared, compiled and presented for long term storage according to the 
format requirements of the recipient organisation and the County Archivist and as set out 
relevant standards including 

• The Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard and Guidance for the Collection, Documentation,
Conservation and Research of Archaeological Materials (2014 edition).

• The Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard and Guidance for the Creation, Compilation, Transfer
and Deposition of Archaeological Archives (2014 edition)

The archive index is as follows.  

A hard copy of this document 

A hard copy of the Nexus Heritage document Land at Manchester Road, Hapton, Borough of 
Burnley, Lancashire (APP/2016/0021) World War II Spigot Mortar Emplacement and Ammunition 
Store Written: Scheme of Investigation for Historic Building Recording (Nexus Heritage document 
3373.R01). 

A CD containing a .pdf copy of this document, the Nexus Heritage document Land at Manchester 
Road, Hapton, Borough of Burnley, Lancashire (APP/2016/0021) World War II Spigot Mortar 
Emplacement and Ammunition Store Written: Scheme of Investigation for Historic Building Recording 
(Nexus Heritage document 3373.R01) and 51 digital photographs  

Hand written notes (x1 sheet of A4) 

Original drawings on drafting film (2 x drawings on 1 x sheet) 

This index acts as a synopsis of the archive and is therefore lodged with the Lancashire Historic 
Environment Record. 
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CONCLUSION 
This building record has carefully considered the historical background to the spigot 
emplacements and ammunition store and has addressed the aims and objectives of the project 
adequately.   

The methods adopted during this building recording can be considered as successful in as 
much as they enabled an accurate record of the building and its setting to be made. The 
evidence recovered was of a consistent standard and was able to meet all of the expectations 
of the project aims. 
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