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Manor Farm, West Littleton
Soft Landscape Management and Maintenance Plan

1.0 Objectives

1.1 To ensure the successful planting operations, establishment, and continued
healthy growth through to maturity of the trees, shrubs, and grass.

1.2. To achieve a clean, tidy condition and appearance of all external areas.

1.3. To ensure that the development provides biodiversity enhancements.

2.0 Background Information

2.1. ACD Environmental was commissioned in 2020 to undertake landscape, ecological
and arboricultural surveys and works to support the planning permission for the
proposed development. These have culminated in the preparation of detailed soft
landscape proposals with a written soft landscape specification. The landscape
proposals, drawing reference PRI23127-11B can be found in the Appendix of this

report.

2.2. The controlling authority is South Gloucestershire Council, which should be
consulted on any matters relating to existing trees and the approved ACD detailed
landscape proposals for the project.

Strategic Planning

South Gloucestershire Council

Department For Environment And Community Services
PO Box 1954

Bristol

BS37 0DD

Telephone: 01454 868004
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Manor Farm, West Littleton
Soft Landscape Management and Maintenance Plan

3.0 Preliminaries

3.1. The landscape scheme in drawing PRI23127-11B, as found in Appendix A, should
be installed in the first available planting season, (October to March), following the

construction works.

3.2. Failures of Plants (Pre-practical Completion): The Contractor entirely at his own cost
shall replace any trees, shrubs, or other plants other than those found to be missing
or maliciously damaged.

3.3. Malicious Damage or Theft before Practical Completion: The Contractor at his own
expense shall make all loss or damage arising from theft or malicious damage

before practical completion of the entire project good.

3.4. Post Practical Completion: The Contractor will carry out the maintenance of trees,
shrubs, and grasslands after the date of practical completion until the responsibility

is transferred to the Land Owner/ Developer.

3.5. Replacement of plants shall take place as many times as is necessary to maintain
a complete cover of plants and to maintain the scheme as designed by the Architect,

and within the correct season for the type of plant, tree, shrub, and grassland mix.

ACD Environmental Ltd Page 2



Manor Farm, West Littleton
Soft Landscape Management and Maintenance Plan

4.0

4.1.

4.2.

4.3.

4.4.

4.5.

4.6.

General Maintenance

Following installation of the landscape scheme the Land Owner/ Developer
(Developer) will be responsible for the ongoing management and maintenance of

the landscape scheme.

The landscape should be maintained in perpetuity, but implemented in accordance
with this management plan for a period of 5 years following installation, to accord

with planning requirements.

The agreement for which shall be set up by the Developer, who shall confirm in
writing to the Principal Planning Officer of South Gloucestershire Council when the

maintenance agreement is completed and is operative.

The Developer shall ensure that any landscape contractor employed by the
Developer shall carry out the periodic maintenance of all planted areas, other than
any areas for which the Developer will directly be responsible for. Inspection checks

shall be carried out at monthly intervals and the appropriate work carried out.

The Developer shall ensure that any landscape contractor employed by the
Developer shall carry out in_all areas any shrub, tree, grass, and other plants

replacements that may be necessary until the end of the Defects Liability period.

The Developer shall be responsible for all periodic maintenance and replacement
thereafter for all planted areas to which its management agreement relates, and
shall ensure that any landscape contractor employed by it carries out periodic
maintenance of all such areas following the general horticultural schedules below.
Either inspection checks shall be carried out by a competent person, a member of
the British Association of Landscape Industries (BALI) or the Landscape Institute
(LI), acting for the Developer or Contractor, at minimum monthly intervals and the

appropriate work carried out.
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Soft Landscape Management and Maintenance Plan

5.0

5.1.

5.2.

5.3.

5.4.

5.5.

Existing Trees and Vegetation

No existing trees, shrubs, or grass shall be removed or cut without specific
instructions from the Contract Administrator and written agreement of the Local
Planning Authority Tree Officer. EXxisting trees are to be retained, protected, and
undisturbed throughout the contract in accordance with the approved tree protection
plan, drawing reference PRI23127-03, and the Arboricultural Method Statement,
reference PRI23127ams. The existing trees to be retained have been shown on the

landscape plan within Appendix 1.

All works should be undertaken following the British Standard BS3998:2010 Tree
Work Recommendations, by recognised tree contracting companies from the
Arboricultural Association's list of registered contractors. Proof of experience and
insurance providers will be required. All work shall be undertaken at the appropriate

time.

All operations should be carried out sensitively, taking care not to unnecessarily
damage the trees that are being worked on or any other neighbouring vegetation.
The practice of natural target pruning should be used to ensure that branches are
not cut “flush” with the stem, and conversely, a “stub” is not left proud, as in both
scenarios it is not possible for the tree to adequately react to the wounding and may
lead to an area of decay developing.

All trees on site should be visually checked annually. These checks should be
staggered so that the trees are inspected at different times in the year. If any tree
displays signs of decline, distress or damage then a competent person should be
instructed to carry out a tree inspection where necessary. A comprehensive
inspection of all the trees on site should be carried out by a competent person at a

maximum interval of every three years.

Any vegetation clearance should be undertaken in the autumn and winter months
outside of the time during which birds are most likely to nest (March-August) where
possible. If this is not possible then vegetation to be removed must be subject to a

nesting bird check by a suitably experienced ecologist no more than 24 hours prior
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to the works taking place. Should nesting birds be recorded then a suitable exclusion
zone will be established where no works can proceed until it has been confirmed

that the young have fledged.

5.6. All arisings from any work carried out, including leaf material, branches, wood chip,
and timber should either be removed from the site, or composted on site, or to form
log piles in the field to the north east of the arena to form ecological habitat. The

work site should be left clean and tidy as instructed.

5.7. If large branches or entire trees need to be dismantled it is recommended that a
rigging system be used where possible to reduce the risk of damage to surrounding
structures and also to reduce ground compaction and deterioration during works. It

is preferable if contactors are certificated with NPTC Unit CS41 Dismantling and

Rigging.

5.8. Heavy lvy infestation is not recommended in development situations, where wind
risk may be a concern. The form of the tree can also be affected and it is therefore
proposed to remove any dense infestation of Ivy if evident or to simply sever any ivy

stems at the base of the tree during the maintenance period.
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6.0

6.1.

6.2.

6.3.

6.4.

6.5.

Wildflower Grassland

All newly grassed areas are to be seeded with a general purpose meadow mixture.

Following the autumn sowing, the wildflower grassland is to be cut in March to 4-
7cm if there is sufficient material. It is then to be cut to 4-7cm in early May and to

4cm in September (following flowering).

During the following years, the wildflower grassland is to be cut to 4-7cm in
March/April (to remove excess grass) and to 4cm in September/October (following

flowering).
All arisings are to be removed from the site.

Any hollows which appear shall be filled in with topsoil and allowed to re-seed

naturally.
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7.0 Woodland and Tree Planting

7.1. Formative tree pruning is to be undertaken until a permanent structurally sound
scaffold system of branches typical of the species and appropriate to the site

circumstances is produced.

7.2. Post-planting management and maintenance of trees shall be following
BS8545:2014 section 11 Trees: from nursery to independence in the landscape-

recommendations.

7.3. A formal assessment of young tree health and development shall be undertaken
annually. This assessment shall include foliar appearance, leaf size and leaf canopy
density, extension growth, and incremental girth development. Trees shall also be
assessed continually throughout the year on an ad hoc basis. Wherever practicable
the performance of young trees shall be assessed by testing leaf fluorescence and

leaf chlorophyll content.

7.4. The density of planting will require that all weeding is carried out by hand, using the
appropriate tools. All resultant material should be removed from the site.

7.5. All plants shall be inspected monthly for wind firmness and firmed as necessary at
the same time. Stakes shall likewise be checked for firmness and all tree and plant

ties inspected and made good if required.

7.6. All stakes and ties shall be removed as soon as the developing root system is strong

enough to support the tree, this is usually after two full growing seasons.

7.7. All grilles, grids, guards, and other protective furniture shall be inspected annually
and removed as soon as it is no longer needed to protect the tree or where it is

causing damage to the tree.

7.8. The soil around newly planted trees shall be regularly inspected for soil capping or

compaction and remedial action is taken if needed.

7.9. Alltrees shall be checked regularly for mammal, human, or other external damage,

and remedial action is taken where necessary.
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7.10.

7.11.

7.12.

7.13.

7.14.

7.15.

Minor pruning of dead or damaged wood shall be carried out annually. All wounds
must not be treated with a sealant as per BS3998:2010 Tree Works
Recommendations. On substantial trees, the Local Planning Authorities Tree Officer

must be consulted for any necessary approvals.

Watering: All plants are to be well watered immediately after planting operations. To
be wet to the full depth of topsoil or wet to field capacity using either potable mains
water, recycled or treated greywater. If there is any surface compaction the soil is
to be loosened to direct water to the root zone, taking care not to damage or loosen
plants. Watering operations are to be undertaken as many times as necessary to
ensure the continued thriving of all planting materials. Any failures due to drought

shall be replaced by the Developer at their own cost.

Water restrictions: If the water supply is, or is likely to be, restricted by emergency
legislation, submit proposals for an alternative suitable source of water. Obtain
instructions before proceeding.

All trees should be watered to field capacity once a week during the first two growing
seasons, unless significant rain has fallen that week. For the following three years,
trees to be watered to field capacity during the growing season, where no rain has
fallen for 10 days.

Woodland mix to be watered at 5ltr's per msq (note the woodland area is
approximately 950msq), once a week during the first two growing seasons, unless
significant rain has fallen that week. For the following three years, woodland to be
watered during the growing season, where no rain has fallen for 10 days

All planted areas shall be given an application of an approved top dressing at the
rate of 40g/m2in May. This should be in the slow-release form e.g. Enmag or similar.
This should be worked lightly into the soil, without disturbing the roots, before the
bark mulch is re-spread. Unless specific nutritional deficiencies are identified, no
fertiliser shall be applied to newly planted trees in the first season. If visual inspection
points to nutrient deficiency further investigation of causes will be necessary.
Remedial action may include additional fertiliser application, pH testing, assessment

of organic content, and levels of compaction.
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7.16. The planting in the woodland mix shall be maintained in a natural shape and shall
be annually pruned to allow for this. Any growth which will encroach upon arena
shall be cut back. Once established, any support canes shall be removed from the
shrubs. Trailing and climbing material shall be assisted in its growth by securing

growing leaders where necessary.

7.17. The bark mulch to the woodland planting should be maintained at an even spread,
75mm deep, of consistent thickness, to ensure that it is effective as a weed
suppressant and moisture conserver. Following any maintenance operations and
on a bi-annual basis, the mulch shall be supplemented to allow for any material
which may have been lost.

7.18. No plant substitutions to be made without the prior written agreement of the Local

Authority Landscape Section.
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8.0 Hedgerows

8.1. Hedge maintenance operations are to be carried out in line with general principles
as outlined in the previous section, including clauses detailing litter removal,

weeding, trimming, removal of dead plants, and reinstatement of plant materials.

8.2. Around free standing hedges a 3 strand galvanised wire and tanalised softwood
timber post fence, to BS1722 Part 3:1986 Fences, specification for strained wire
fences, is to be erected to run through the centre of the proposed hedgerow. This is
to prevent access through the site by pedestrians until the hedges are fully
established. After five years, the hedges have been fully established. The temporary

fences are to be removed from the site.

8.3. Trimming of rapidly establishing beech (Fagus sylvatica) hedges: Hedges are to
have lateral branches moderately trimmed with the hedge allowed to reach planned
height as rapidly as possible. Once at the desired height then the tops of the hedge

can be trimmed as necessary to maintain a dense formal hedge.

8.4. Hedge Heights: Hedges to be maintained in a neatly clipped form to a maximum
height of 1m alongside the arena and 2.5m alongside the south eastern site

boundary.
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9.0 Maintenance Schedules

Every week
o All plants shall be watered weekly and following 10 days without rain. Then
weekly until natural rainfall during growing season (April to September

inclusive).

Every month

o Weed control shall be allowed at monthly intervals. All areas to be weeded
by hand.

. All plants shall be inspected monthly for wind firmness and firmed as
necessary at the same time. Stakes shall likewise be checked for firmness

and tree ties checked.

Every six months

o The bark mulch should be topped up bi-annually

o Grass cutting to Wildflower areas — cut in line with the guidance given in
section 6.0

. Hedges to be managed — cut in line with the guidance given in section 8.0

. After two years tree stakes and ties are usually ready to be removed.

Annual

. Replacement of any failed trees or shrubs will be allowed annually to ensure
that the planting areas are fully stocked at all times.

o Any hollows which appear due to the settlement shall be top dressed
annually, early in the growing season.

o Minor pruning of dead or damaged wood shall be allowed annually.

o All planted areas and trees shall be given an application of an approved top
dressing in May. Not in Wildflower areas.

o Woodland planting shall be maintained in a natural shape and prevented from
obscuring arena.

o Check for invasive species as mentioned earlier and remove them from the
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site.
o Undertake a formal assessment of young tree health and development.

o Tree grilles, grids, and guards shall be inspected and if necessary removed.

At 2 years

o After two years tree stakes and ties are usually ready to be removed.

At 5 Years

o A suitably qualified person employed by the Management Company to
undertake a review of the condition, success, and long-term maintenance of

the planting.

Any amendments to the landscape management plan required to ensure a good
planting scheme should be submitted to the LPA for approval. The LPA may draw the
Developer’s attention to defects in the maintenance or failure to comply with the
landscape management plan and require that the Developer rectify these defects or

apply for a variation to the landscape management plan.

LIMITATIONS OF USE AND COPYRIGHT

All rights in this report are reserved. No part of it may be reproduced or transmitted, in any form or by any means,
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, or stored in any retrieval system of any nature, without our
written permission. Its content and format are for the exclusive use of the addressee in dealing with this project only.
Until all invoices rendered by ACD Environmental Ltd to the Client have been paid in full, the copyright of any documents,
forms, statements, maps, plans and other such material will remain vested in ACD Environmental and no unauthorised
use of such material may be made by the Client or any person purporting to be acting on his/her behalf. It may not be
sold, lent, hired out or divulged to any third party not directly involved in this site without the written consent of ACD
Environmental Ltd ©
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Soft Landscape Legend

Exisfing frees and hedges to be retained and
protected during construction

Proposed Mafive Woodland and Understorey
planting mix. Refer to planting matrix for
wisualisation of planfing.

Semi mature Wild Service Tree, and Hombeam
frees to be planted individually and distributed
eventy throughout. Trees to receive shaort double
staking with expandable rubber tree fies and
imigation tubing fo root system

Light standard Hally, Silver Birch and Crab apple
plants to be planted individually and distributed
eventy throughout

Hawthom, Blackthom, Dog Rose and Guelder
Rose to be planted in groups of 3-Tno. of each
specie.

Flanting bed to be enclosed with and protected
by rabbit-proof fencing.

Proposed tree planting within soft landscape.

Proposed hedge planting to be planted in a
‘dowble staggered row 300mm apart and at
400mm centres in each row. To be maintained
at m height

Proposed 2-2.5m high hedge planting to be
planted in a double staggered row S00mm
apart and at 800mm centres in each row. To be
maintained at min. 2.5m height

Existing grassland to be retained and protected
during construction. Where required to be

with EG28 Olid Faschi
Grazing Mixture as supplied by Emorsgate or
similar amd sown at 4 grams per msg

Proposed grassland areas, to be seeded with
EM3 Special General Purpose grass seed mix
as supplied by Emorsgate or similar and sown
at 4 grams per msg. Mix to be aftered fo
remove species that may be foxic to horses

Hard Landscape Legend

Proposed buff coloured tarmac surfacing, laid in
line with engineers details and o receive
concrete edging as required

Proposed cobble seft paving to be laid in
stacker bond formation.

Exisfing stone boundary wall to be retained and
protected during construction
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SPECIFICATION
All works generally, to comply with the writien Soft
Landscape Specificafion.

In case of quantity discrepancies, the quantities on

the plan(s) take precedent owver the quantities
shown in the planting schedule.

MNOTES:
DO MOT SCALE FROM DRAWING

L3
rruE
L3 L3 [
FRFENFFROFVIFERAFFEFSIFNE,
P EREEREER L RS EREERE LR E
FREFREFFEFRERAISFRASRATRAERR
P S
LR EEEEE R TR RS ERERNERREn R T
FREREFREFROR AR TRACRATRAERR
R E R F N FFAFNAFFAFANTFARFERNENEN
LR E SR E R EE RS EREL NS EREREER S &
FRFR R RSN FRFRAORACRRAOCREORATR
N E N EEREELCERESREENEENEEnEEn
FREFECFESRELNRNEEREEREERERRE R
FREFEFR TR FCFATARAFRATRERR
EE E L EEEEELEENCSLEEENEENSELEE
LR EEFEERER RS ERELEEE RSN TR
FREFREFRFEFFERFEAFRARORAORRORAER
Fr L ES R EENTE O ENEENCERE LR T
kRS EEREEREERERRERRCRRERK T
FREFREFRFEFFERFEFRAORRFRRFRER
B
FRSFEGRESREERERRERRERRERR S
FREFRERFFEFFERFEFRARORAFRRORER
F R ES R EENEE RO ENEENEEREL R T
FREREEREERELRERRERFTRRERAT
FRE S EFFOFF TN A ONFAFARFAREERESR
R ECEEREEREE RS EREEREERELEE
FRERFRERNFERNRFELNREEREERTERERR T
FREFREFRFEFFERFEFRAORRFRRFRER
R R ]
FRERERFERNRFRERFSERERATRRERAE T
FRF N ENFFOFEFEN A ONFAFARFAREERER
A EREELEEREL NS EREUNEURE LT
FRERERFERNRFELNRSERERFTERSRA T
FEFEEFEOFES i INoConylus avellans o ¢
REEEE SRS e g FEEREEREERS
[F B OfEE R O£ R R &R KSR AERRES KRR
- R o O FEFERFEREENF
WEFELESER S S G FEERELERELRE
FRERERREERR > g E kKT KRR
FRFFONFROFETFEFEONR FAAFEEF
EEEEE LS S EEEuEE
i W R R O£ R R -
FRAFETFNFEEF FRFEFNTN
P PR
FRAERAEREERAERERRERR KRS KSR
EREEENFFNFEFFVEONFRER L3
wfRrrsrcurrsrouncErsunEursnn s n gk
L3 FRARFRSRER SRR o aucupaEia £,
5 x unx rudsEEsuT L
r = = surzr iy
5B 5 3 2Na Coryus aveliana
L FEFN
= 1YY
E
gy Mo e SR 3No M Syvests
kR Fo
fﬂ
5
i,
=
—_—
Tree Pit Detal: Soft Landscape
Tree ties to be expandable
The rot flare of the newty planted with spacer biock. flxed to stake with
tree shal be ciearly visibie at e soll heavy duty gaivanised nalls
SUrTace and is niot 10 be buried by
‘exces 50N or mulch 1 mameder of decorative b
muich o be appiled to surface of ree
‘Staes to be requisie izngth, Pit, 1o 3 depen af 7

saftwood 100mm SQuare of diameter, Eackfll matzrial io comprige of soll
driven Into ground sufficlent degin o GENW:EE?NSEFM
provide full su) suMlcient ar backilled
Foct EO0mm sul af
Fioof Rain Metr tree pit Imgation topsall, in line with BE3E2-2015
systam, or slmilar Speciicatian for topsall
Eackfll material ks be be appliad In Dimenslon of tree P to be at least
layess 150mm In dapin, ensuring that 75mm greater fhen the roatball. The
{res |5 el uprgnt depin of the pit shal be no deeper
than the existing roatball and
Onee tree has been posHionad the container deptn
hessian and twine surcunding the
roots Is to be Ioosenad. Wirs cages Base of free pit fo remain
are to be remaved undisturbed uniess there |s evidence
of paor drainage, soll smeanng ar
panning In which case
measures will be

A 081222 | Layout changes | Client comments.
Rev | Date Detzils

E042% | Amend retained tree canopies

h]
p ]
Crawn

ACD

ENVIROMMER TAL

HEAD OFFICE
Rodbourne Rail Business Centre, Grange Lane,

Malmes%lsrz. SNIE OES
Tel D16EE BI564E
4 &5 The Old Mill, Fry's Yard, Bridge Street.

Godalming, GUT THR
Tel: 01483 425714

Suite &, Crescent House, Yonge Close,
Eastieigh, 5050 95X
Tel: 02322 028300

email: mail@acdenv.couk
e acdervironmental.co.uk

8 e (0 g g e
[ e ey

Lady Hope
Pleydell-Bouverie

[Fafus svhatics |

e [ Topzsien
[Belula penduia  |E-10cm |200-300<m{1/m
yivestrie —[E-10om [200-300ca]

(LT

ld-tec]
T o m = Clear 5
[20-25cmlsOO-SSQemfim: —  [Semimaturec 3x: RE 28

[Earbus Torminalle —[20-Fsem|sO0-55c]

scheme: Manor Farm,
West Littleton
client: Lady Hope Pleydell-Bouverie
drawing: Landscape Proposals
date: March 2022
scale: 1:250@A1

drawing no: PRIZ3127-T1B

drawn: AD  checked: JS

Copyrightt of ACD Emércnmantal Lid. AN rights described in
Chaptar v of the Copyright. Dasigns and Patants Act 1388
hevem b 200. Copyright of this

rermains with ACD urti all feas have bean paid in fll.




\ ¥
ACD

ENVIRONMENTAL

Head Office
Rodbourne Rail Business Centre
Grange Lane
Malmesbury
SN16 OES
Tel: 01666 825646

Surrey Office
The OId Mill, Fry’s Yard
Bridge Street
Godalming
GU7 1HP
Tel: 01483 425714

Hampshire Office
Crescent House
Yonge Close
Eastleigh
SO50 9SX
Tel: 02382 026300

Email: mail@acdenv.co.uk
Website: www.acdenvironmental.co.uk

ECOLOGICAL SURVEYS * PROTECTED SPECIES LICENSING * MITIGATION * IMPACT ASSESSMENT *
ARBORICULTURAL SITE MONITORING AND SUPERVISION * ARCHAEOLOGY
LANDSCAPE & VISUAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT * LANDSCAPE AUDIT * PROJECT MANAGEMENT *

EXPERT WITNESS* LANDSCAPE DESIGN & PLANNING LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT


mailto:mail@acdenv.co.uk
http://www.acdenvironmental.co.uk/

