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This report has been prepared in accordance with the instructions of the client for their sole and specific use. Any other persons who use any 
information contained within do so at their own risk. 
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1  INTRODUCTION 

Planning permission (Ref. DC/21/05529) was granted to erect a detached dwelling (following the demolition of an 

existing agricultural building with residential prior approval under DC/21/03970) and change of use of land to residential 

at Meadow View Farm, Stowmarket Road, Earl Stonham, Suffolk IP14 5DZ. 

 

Amongst the conditions associated with the granting of planning permission, Condition 4 states:  

 

4. PRIOR OCCUPATION: BIODIVERSITY ENHANCEMENT STRATEGY 

A Biodiversity Enhancement Strategy for Protected and Priority species shall be submitted to and approved in writing 

by the local planning authority, in line with the Ecology Report (MHE Consulting, October 2021). 

 

The content of the Biodiversity Enhancement Strategy shall include the following: 

a) Purpose and conservation objectives for the proposed enhancement measures; 

b) detailed designs to achieve stated objectives; 

c) locations of proposed enhancement measures by appropriate maps and plans; 

d) details of initial aftercare and long-term maintenance (where relevant). 

The works shall be implemented in accordance with the approved details prior to 

occupation and shall be retained in that manner thereafter. 

 

Reason - To enhance Protected and Priority Species/habitats and allow the LPA to discharge its duties under the s40 

of the NERC Act 2006 (Priority habitats & species).  

 

2  SCOPE 

This Biodiversity enhancement plan has been prepared to enable the discharge of Condition 4. It is based on the 

baseline ecological assessment for the scheme1 and drawings by Roger Balmer Design architects. 

 
1 MHE Consulting Ltd (2021) Ecology Report - PROPOSED NEW DWELLING - Meadow View Farm, Earl Stonham, Suffolk - October 

2021 
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3  BIODIVERSITY ENHANCEMENT STRATEGY PLAN 

 

a) Enhancement measure 
Three heritage fruit cultivars (1x St Edmund's Russet, 1x Red 
Miller's Seedling and 1x Coe's Golden Drop) will be planted 
within the garden to the southwest of the dwelling to 
provide fruit for the homeowners but also a seasonal source 
of food for birds, including winter migrant species such as 
fieldfare (Turdus pilaris) and redwing (T. iliacus), small 
mammals e.g., hedgehogs (Erinaceus europaeus), and 
invertebrates.  
 
b) Aftercare and management  
Saplings or early mature trees must be watered-in to 
maximise their chances of survival and watered during 
prolonged dry periods in the first year. Plastic deer guards 
should not be used to prevent pollution and contamination 
of the local environment.  
 
The trees will need little care once the root system is 
successfully established. Fruit may be picked for use, but 
some must be left on the trees to provide a food source for 
wildlife. Fallen fruit should not be disposed of but can be 

moved to a corner of the garden if desired. 

a) Enhancement measure 
Three open fronted nest boxes (Appendix A2) will be 
erected on existing mature trees on site at a height of 
no less than 2m to provide additional bird nesting 
habitat.  
 
b) Aftercare and management 
The nest boxes should be inspected for damage on an 
annual basis. Annual/biannual cleaning can also be 
undertaken (e.g., removal of old nesting materials and 
unhatched eggs) in October and November, when there 
no chance of disturbing the previous occupants. This will 
reduce build-up of parasites (e.g., bird fleas and mites 
etc.) within the nest box. Any nest boxes that fall to the 
ground and are too damaged to be re-erected should 
be replaced. 

a) Enhancement measure 
A grass snake egg laying heap will be created in an area 
of rough grassland in the northeast corner of the site by 
using a combination of fresh horse manure, vegetation, 
and sticks/branches. It should be positioned in a warm 
location, within an area of tall vegetation that is not 
regularly disturbed (see Appendix A1 for further 
information). 
 
b) Aftercare and management 
The egg laying heap will degrade over time and will 
require periodic “refreshing”, e.g., at the start of the 
breeding season each year. It should be kept in the same 
location as grass snakes will become habituated to the 
egg laying heap if it is used.  
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Appendix A1  Grass snake egg laying heap 
  



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 

Appendix A2  Bird nest boxes 
  



 

 
 

 

 


