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The Site Character and Context

A review of the Solihull Borough Landscape Character 
Assessment (SBLCA) finds that the site is located within 
the Landscape Character Area (LCA) ‘Balsall Common 
Eastern Fringe’. The relevant key characteristics of this 
LCA to the site and its nearby context include:

• Heavy influence from the adjacent Balsall Common 
settlement;

• Isolated trees within hedgerows lining field 
boundaries;

• Gently undulating visually, containing landform 
reinforced by a strong hedgerow network;

• Small fields bound by strong hedgerows structure 
and some ditches; and 

• An absence of woodland cover.

The highest point within the site boundary is c.127m 
aOD at the caravan storage site at the centre of the 
site. Landform undulates gently across the site, with 
the lowest point reaching 122.5m aOD in the far south-
east corner. Hydrological features include five ponds 
within the north and south-west of the site and just 
beyond the southern boundary. Several wet ditches 
and a field drain line a number of field boundaries. 

The underlying character of the Balsall Common 
Eastern Fringe forms an expansive, generally flat 
to gently undulating landscape. Combined with 

characteristic structural boundary hedgerows, mature 
hedgerow trees and adjacent built development, 
distant visibility is limited to within c.1km. 

The main body of fields comprise pastureland. Field 
parcels to the north and east are largely bound by 
hedgerows (varying in quality). In contrast, field parcels 
to the west of the development have predominantly 
been fenced for livestock purposes. Hedgerows to the 
north and east of the site feature isolated mature trees 
and contribute further to the structure of the landscape 
fabric. Farm buildings, associated hardstanding and 
areas of bare ground dominate the centre of the site, 
with adjoining infill spaces left unmanaged to develop 
areas of scrub, ruderal vegetation and scattered 
trees. The quality of the built form on site is generally 
dilapidated, and the on-site buildings can be seen 
in context with the surrounding developments to the 
north, south and west.

The site does not lie within any nationally or locally 
designated landscapes. In neither a topographic nor 
a spatial sense does the development capacity of 
the site appear to conflict with established patterns 
of development, nor does it threaten the identity of 
neighbouring settlements. Whilst the agricultural 
landscape of the site and its constituent landscape 
elements are key characteristics of the identified local 
landscapes described above, the character of the 
site is strongly influenced by its location bounding the 
eastern urban edge of Balsall Common.
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The site does not lie within a locally, or a nationally 
designated landscape. The site does not contain 
any designated heritage assets, the nearest being 
Berkswell Windmill, an appropriate design response is 
proposed at the sites south-west corner.

The majority of the site comprises of habitats of 
predominantly low (negligible) intrinsic ecological 
value, including hardstanding, bare ground and 
buildings, species-poor grassland, wet, shaded ditches, 
and species-poor defunct hedgerows. Habitats of 
greater (local) value include five ponds (plus a boggy 
area and marshy grassland area), occasional mature 
scattered trees and species-rich hedgerows. Where 
possible these habitats are to be retained, protected 
and buffered from the development proposals. The 
development has been considered to incorporate 
suitable mitigation and enhancement measures 
provides an opportunity to increase the value of 
retained habitats (such as the grassland, ditches and 
hedgerows) and create new habitats (such as new 
wildflower grassland, woody planting, hedgerows and 
ponds), with associated increased opportunities for 
protected/notable species. 

There are no woodland features within or adjacent to 
the site boundary. Furthermore, no ancient woodland 
is located within or adjacent to the site boundary. 
There are four areas of ancient woodland within the 
2km study area with the closest c.1.2km away. The 
development proposals have sought to retain and 
buffer trees of greatest value within the site. 

The Millennium Way Promoted Route runs through 
the site from north to south, providing connectivity to 
Balsall Common and the surrounding countryside. The 
adjacent image, is taken from Millennium Way within 
the site looking south toward the farmsteads. The route 
crosses through the site between farm buildings and the 
caravan store. The perception of the site from the route 
is that of operational farm businesses and commercial 
enterprises. It is far from being an attractive, scenic 
route as it crosses the site. The development proposals 
provide great opportunity to enhance the landscape, 
scenic qualities and connectivity for users of this route.  

The emerging policy wording for BC4 2ii, from the 
Emerging Solihull Local Plan, requires that the site:

“a.  safeguards the rural character of Hob Lane, Waste 
Lane and Windmill Lane; and Under 2iv

b.  Provision of a significant area of public open space 
forming a buffer to Waste Lane.” 

The character of the site is strongly influenced by its 
location bounding the eastern urban edge of Balsall 
Common. 

The development proposals have taken a hierarchical 
approach to the retention of the existing tree and 
hedgerow network which where possible, is enhanced by 
new replacement and gap planting and integrated into a 
strong landscape structure within the masterplan. 

The landscape strategy is in response to the site’s 
specific landscape sensitivities and opportunities by 
building and reinforcing the onsite fabric. In addition, 
the proposals provide:

• A green infrastructure framework (including 
areas of Public Open Space) to integrate with 
the landscape and provide visual amenity with 
biodiversity enhancement, whilst ensuring greater 
opportunities for open air recreation within the 
setting of Balsall Common Eastern Fringe; and

• A positive contribution to the urban and rural 
context at the eastern edge of Ballsall Common by 
enhancing the site’s eastern boundary by planting 
up this boundary to the site, creating an enhanced 
settlement edge. 

Route of Millennium Way through site
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Environmental Strategy

EDP have provided inputs from the start of the 
masterplanning process based on the findings of 
technical assessments.

The site is heavily influenced by the eastern edge of 
Balsall Common, and the current land use. To ensure 
the success of the new neighbourhood, several key 
objectives have fed into the masterplan process, the 
development of which is outlined below in relation 
to the key themes of Ecology, Movement and 
Destinations:

• The design responds to the host Landscape 
Character Area (LCA) ‘Balsall Common Eastern 
Fringe, by limiting tree planting within open spaces, 
to reflect the character of similar local spaces with 
isolated trees and hedgerows lining development 
parcels, which offers a positive frontage to the 
settlement edge and reinforces the strength of the 
onsite hedgerow network;

• The north-east and south-east corners are 
recognised to be more visually sensitive due to 
the potential for views and disruption to character 
on the settlement approach; areas of Public Open 
Space (POS) are proposed here including additional 
planting and strengthening along the boundaries;

• A generous green spine of POS is included along 
the route of the Millennium Way within the 
development providing a significant enhancement 
to the route, this will retain the current alignment 
of the Public Right of Way (PRoW) and feature 
scattered tree planting, formal and informal open 
space and act as an anchor to other designations 
and informal routes within the development; and

• Boundary vegetation is to be retained, protected 
and buffered with additional tree planting and 
grassland wildflower to encourage species diversity.






