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Heritage Impact Statement

Application: Full planning application for the demolition of existing pavilion and village hall
(retaining village shop) and the erection of a new village hall and associated car
parking.

Site: The Recreation Ground, Mill Road, Deben, Essex, CM11 3LB

Applicants: Debden Parish Council

1. Significance/impact on the Local Heritage Assets

The new construction of Debden Village Hall and the Sports Pavilion is situated in the south west
corner of Debden Recreation Ground. The position of the new build is approximately where the
existing old pavilion is located. The existing pavilion is not listed or on any community asset
register and will be demolished to make way for the new village hall and sports pavilion.

There is a mature tree screen running along the recreation ground’s southern boundary and the
residential properties of Debden, which are further south. There is a village pond to the west, see
photograph numbers 1-9 and drawing number 2007|06.

As part of an exercise to understand the significance of the place to which the current applications
refer, a search of the Local Heritage Environmental Record (HER) identified 12 records of listed
buildings/monuments within an area of 150 meters of the site location (i.e. the old sports pavilion),
as follows: (extract of map from Historic England website). One record lies within 50m of the site, six
within 100m and five records within 150m.
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In assessing the impact and significance of the proposals on the 12 records identified on the HER
search and location plan, it can be seen that nine of the records/buildings are either a) a distance
of over 75m away from the development site or b) behind other recorded buildings. As a
consequence there is minimal impact on them by the proposal therefore the significance of the
proposal in all nine cases is deemed to be ‘1’.

The remain three records/building, The White Hart Inn. Caldwell Cottage and Kelly’s Cottage
(being within 75m of the development) are assessed individually below:

1.1 The White Hart Inn, High Street (within 50m radius of site location)

Extract from listing:

DEBDEN HIGH STREET 1. 5222 (north side) White Hart Inn TL 5533 39/177

II GV

2. Originally a C17 timber-framed and plastered building with a gabled cross wing at the east end.
Altered in the C18 and C19. A C19 wing extends to the east of the cross wing. Two storeys and
one storey to the main block of the original house. The original block has double-hung sashes with
glazing bars and the C19 wing has casements. A modern gabled porch projects on the front. Roof
tiled on the original block and slate on the C19 wing, hipped at the east end. (RCHM 22).

Listing NGR: TL5558433428

This property is located to the south of the site, at a distance of approx 26m. It is screened from the
proposed development by an existing mature tree/hedgerow screen and its own car park. The
proposed use has change from that of a public house to an Indian restaurant known as  ‘Yuva’.
The new village hall and sports pavilion are both single storey in scale with a pitched roof, the
south elevation of the hall has minimal openings to the ground floor so will the sports pavilion. The
hall also has three rooflights facing south at a high level, there is no overlooking. The development
will be glimpsed through the tree screen. The ridge height of the hall is 7.7m high which is less
than an average house and the sports pavilion ridge height will be less due to its smaller width.

There is some impact on this building but of a medium degree.

Significance:  4 (0=no impact, 10=major impact)

1.2 Caldwell Cottage, Denes Road (within 60m radius of site location)

Extract from listing:

DEBDEN DENES ROAD 1. 5222 Caldwell Cottage TL 5533 39/1058

II GV

2. Small C18-C19 timber-framed and plastered building with weather-boarding on the south front.
One storey and attics. Small casement windows. Roof thatched, with one dormer.

Listing NGR: TL5563033429
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This property is located to the south east of the site, at a distance of approximately 60m. It is also
screened from the proposed development by an existing tree/hedgerow screen. It is further way
from the village hall, the larger of the two buildings, being closer to the sports pavilion. The ridge
height of the single storey sports pavilion being approximately 7m. The end gable of the the sports
pavilion will be glimpsed through the tree/hedgerow screen at an acute angle and consequently the
building’s length will be reduced.

There is some impact on this building but of a reduced medium degree.

Significance:  3 (0=no impact, 10=major impact)

1.3 Kelly’s Cottage, Denes Road (within 70m radius of site location)

Extract from listing:

DEBDEN DENES ROAD 1. 5222 Kelly's Cottage TL 5533 39/1059

II GV

2. Small Cl8-C19 timber-framed and plastered building set back from and at right angles to the
road. One storey and attics. Small casement windows. Roof thatched, hipped, with one dormer on
the east side. Renovated.

Listing NGR: TL5564533450

This property is located to the south east of the site, at a distance of approximately 70m. It is also
screened from the proposed development by an existing tree/hedgerow screen. It is further way
from the village hall, the larger of the two buildings, being closer to the sports pavilion. The ridge
height of the single storey sports pavilion being approximately 7m. The end gable of the the sports
pavilion will be glimpsed through the tree/hedgerow screen at an acute angle and consequently the
buildings length will be reduced.

There is some impact on this building but of a further reduced medium degree.

Significance:  2 (0=no impact, 10=major impact)

2. Impact on the Listed Buildings and its setting

In identifying the significance of the site in relation to the designated heritage assets (listed
buildings/monuments), the scheme in its position, form, scale and materials has been carefully
considered to preserve and enhance the character and appearance of the recreation ground and
this end of Debden village. It preserves the setting of the designated heritage assets.

The significance can be summarised as follows:

The proposed development of the new village hall and sports pavilion has very little impact on the
nearest listed buildings due to the tree screening and other listed buildings. It does not affect the
historic structure of the village which can still be clearly read.
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Appendix 1

Existing Site Plan,
showing photograph positions - 2007|06
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Photographs

Sheet
2

Photograph 4
Looking south from the
restaurant car park to the rear
of the restaurant building.

Photograph 6
Looking SSE into the entrance
of the restaurant showing tree/
hedgerow screen.

Photograph 5
Looking west from the
recreation ground towards the
restaurant and southern
boundary of the recreation
ground.
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Photograph 7
Looking east along the main
road in Debden, Indian
restaurant on the left.

Photograph 9
Looking ENE at the entrance
to the Indian restaurant.

Photograph 8
Looking ENE to the front of
the Indian restaurant.
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