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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Instruction 

1.1 This report has been prepared by Liz Lord following instruction by Mr B Sutton to address 

condition 13 of planning permission DC/20/02989 relating to land west of Richer Road, 

Badwell Ash, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk IP31 3EU.  Outline permission has been granted for 

the construction of 14 residential dwellings at the site, accessed off Richer Road.   

1.2 Condition 13 of DC/20/02989 states: 

“Concurrently with the first application for approval of reserved matters a lighting design 

scheme for biodiversity shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the local 

planning authority. The scheme shall identify those features on site that are particularly 

sensitive for bats and that are likely to cause disturbance along important routes used for 

foraging; and show how and where external lighting will be installed so that it can be 

clearly demonstrated that areas to be lit will not disturb or prevent bats using their territory. 

All external lighting shall be installed in accordance with the specifications and locations 

set out in the scheme and retained thereafter in accordance with the scheme. Under no 

circumstances should any other external lighting be installed without prior consent from 

the local planning authority.  

 

Reason - To allow the LPA to discharge its duties under the Conservation of Habitats and 

Species Regulations 2017 (as amended), the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 as amended 

and s40 of the NERC Act 2006 (Priority habitats & species).” 

 

Relevant Documents 

1.3 This report refers to and incorporates information presented in the Preliminary Ecological 

Appraisal report dated 7th July 2020, the Reptile Survey Report dated 28th September 2020, 

and the results of eDNA surveys for great crested newts presented in an addendum letter 

dated 19th July 2020; all by Liz Lord.   No bat activity surveys of the site were undertaken 

since all potential foraging and commuting habitat is due to be retained. 

 

Site Description 

1.4 In 2020 the site comprised a field of patchily grazed semi-improved grassland with ruderal 

and short perennial vegetation, partially bordered by semi-mature tree and shrubs. Further 

detailed habitat descriptions and images are provided in the PEA report (Lord, 2020).   
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1.5 The site lies on the southern outskirts of Badwell Ash village, with Richer Road running along 

the eastern site boundary and arable fields extending to the east and south east.  Small 

fields of grazed pasture lie offsite to the south, surrounded by a network of hedgerows.  To 

the north is a small area of waste ground and woodland with residential development 

beyond, and to the west extends further closely grazed semi-improved grassland with a 

copse and fallow arable land beyond.    

1.6 An aerial location plan is provided below. 

 

 

 

Existing Survey Results 

1.7 The boundary trees and small area of woodland offsite to the north, and the mature wide 

hedge along the southern site boundary both provide high quality potential foraging and 

commuting features for bats.  

1.8 In the absence of mitigation both foraging and commuting bats could be adversely 

affected by nocturnal illumination of the mature vegetated site boundaries.  As a direct 

result, a wildlife friendly lighting scheme is necessary to ensure compliance with planning 

condition 10.   

Fig 1: Aerial plan, with approximate site boundary outlined in red. Aerial photograph sourced from 

Google Earth Pro 
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2.0 LIGHTING SCHEME 

2.1 There will be no street lighting on site, and no high powered security / flood lights. 

2.2 External lighting will be provided above front, rear and terrace doors only, i.e. at two or 

three locations per property. 

2.3 Porches / canopies are present over all of the front doorways, and these will be fitted with 

a single, downward facing LED light in the roof of the porch, which will naturally direct all 

light to ground level.  This avoids the need for a separate wall light. 

2.4 The rear / side doors and rear terrace doors of all single storey properties will be illuminated 

by downward facing LEDs located in the soffits immediately above the doors, which direct 

all light to ground level and will also avoid the need for separate external wall lights.   

2.5 For all two storey properties, each rear / side door will each be fitted with a single, 

downward facing light positioned at no more than 2m height and fitted with a short 

duration PIR motion sensor.  Two of the same lights i.e. downward facing on a short 

duration PIR motion sensor, will be fitted at no more than 2m height either side of the rear 

terrace doors. 

2.6 All external lights will be warm white (<3000K) and no greater than 5 watts.  

2.7 The low number, low height, low intensity and targeted downward nature of the lights will 

prevent light spill beyond 1-2m of the buildings and will therefore avoid potential 

illumination of the sky and all existing boundary hedgerows and tree lines.   As shown on 

the layout in Appendix 1, all of the new buildings are located at least 5m, and generally 

further, from vegetated boundaries.  

2.8 The proposed external light fitting is detailed below.  Where the exact light is not available, 

one meeting the same specification will be used.  Lights in soffits will be warm white LEDs 

(<3000K) of no more than 5 watts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 1: Arki 20 Wall Light  

To be fitted with warm white (<3000K) ≤5 watt 

bulbs and a short duration PIR motion sensor 
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