


































Species

Common Name

Height

Comments

Item Category Description

Good Appears to be healthy and have good vitality.

Fair Generally in good health but with visible signs of decline or reduced vitality.

Poor Obviously in poor health and significant decline.

Dead/
Moribund

Dead, or very little live growth.

Good No significant structural defects.

Fair Some visible defects but no significant hazards.

Poor Significant defects or dangerous /potentially dangerous condition.

Hazardous Requiring urgent or immediate attention to reduce or remove risk.

Young Trees less than 20 years old.

Semi-mature Trees still having strong apical growth, and or potential for significant  increase in size.

Early-mature
Tree entering a phase of stable growth with less significant size increase. Canopy starting
to reduce apical dominance and vigour.

Mature
Trees of normal life expectancy, reaching or having reached its probable ultimate canopy
proportion. Maintaining a consistent, and not deteriorating, size and condition.

Over mature
Trees beyond maturity, in natural retrenchment or decline, but not qualifying as Veteran
or Ancient.

Veteran
Trees that are of interest culturally, aesthetically or biologically because of age, size or
features, such as damage or decay; but not qualifying as ancient.

Ancient
Has outstanding age for its species. Will also have features consistent with old age such as
large girth, decay, and crown retrenchment.

Each tree should be identified by its scientific name. In some cases, this may not be possible in the field,
because the features required for accurate identification may not be present at the time of the survey.

KEY TO SURVEY SCHEDULE

This key is provided to explain the column headings in the survey schedule. As the key is generic, not all the
features listed are included in every survey type but  are available on request.

Tree features

Tree reference
number

Each tree or group is allocated a reference number, and a metal tag with this number is attached to the
specific tree or in the case of a group one tree within the group.

Structural
condition (S)

As the plans and reports will need to be used by non arboricultural professions, common names are
used on the site plans, and are included in the tree schedule and work instructions.

Tree height is estimated and recorded in metres.

Stem diameter

Trunk/stem diameters are measured at 1.5m from the ground and rounded to the nearest 10mm.
Where easy measurement is not possible, multi stemmed or densely branched trees for example, and
for off-site trees then stem diameter is estimated. For groups and hedges this will be a representative
average.

Radial Crown
Spread

An estimation is made, to the nearest half metre, to give an average radius of the tree canopy. For
groups, this is a value representative of most trees or an average within the group. For hedges the
crown radius is an estimate of half the width of the hedge.

Notable defects or conditions, or points of interest these will be recorded under this heading.

Management
Recommendations

Where appropriate, any actions required to manage a tree will be recommended. This may also indicate the reason for
works as; Management - to promote a trees health or structural development; Safety - to reduce risk; or Further
Investigation - where a decision or recommendation cannot be made with the information available.

Physiological
condition (P)

Age class/
Life stage
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Location

Ownership

SULE
Safe Useful Life

Expectancy

CAVAT Value

Target
description

KEY TO SURVEY SCHEDULE

Other features

A brief indication of a trees position or location. For subsidence related surveys a distance to a building or structure can
be recorded.

Who is likely to own the tree(s), e.g. within the subject property or off-site.

An estimate of how long a tree will could be safely retained providing a reasonable level of benefit.

A value for a tree calculated using the Capital Asset Value for Amenity Trees (CAVAT) quick method.

A brief note or description of the target used calculate the risk rating.
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Inspection
Timeframe

Constant A target is present at nearly all times, 24hours a day 7 days a week.

Frequent The target zone is occupied for a large portion of the day or week.

Occasional The target zone is occupied by people or targets infrequently or irregularly.

Rare The target zone is not commonly used by people.

Imminent
Failure has started or is most likely to occur in the near future, even if there is no
significant wind or increased load. This is infrequent occurrence for a risk assessor to
encounter and may require immediate action to protect people from harm.

Probable Failure may be expected under normal weather conditions within the specified time frame.

Possible
Failure could occur, but is unlikely during normal weather conditions within the specified
timeframe.

Improbable
The tree or branch is not likely to fail during normal weather conditions and may not fail in
many severe weather conditions within the specified time frame.

High The failed tree or part will most likely impact the target.

Medium The failed tree or part is as likely to impact the target as not.

Low It is not likely that the failed tree or part will impact the target.

Very low The likelihood of the failed tree or part impacting the specified target is remote.

Severe
Severe consequences are those that could involve serious personal injury or death,
damage to high value property, or disruption of important activities.

Significant
Significant consequences are those that involve property damage of moderate to high
value, considerable disruption, or personal injury.

Minor
Minor consequences are those that involve low to moderate property damage, small
disruptions to traffic or a communication utility, or very minor injury.

Negligible
Negligible consequences are those that involve low value property damage or disruption
that can be replaced or repaired; they do not involve injury.

Extreme
The extreme category applies in situations on which failure is imminent with a high
likelihood of impacting the target, and the consequences of failure are severe . The tree
risk assessor should recommend mitigation measures be taken as soon as possible.

High

High risk situations are those for which consequences are significant and the likelihood is
very likely or likely , or consequences are severe and the likelihood is likely . This
combination likelihood and consequences indicates that the tree risk assessor should
recommend that action should be taken.

Moderate
Moderate risk situations are those for which consequences are minor and likelihood is
very likely or likely , or likelihood is somewhat likel y and consequences are significant or
severe .

Low

The low risk category applies when the consequences are negligible , when likelihood is
unlikely, or consequences are minor and likelihood is somewhat likely . Mitigation
measures may be appropriate for some trees but the priority for action is low. Mitigation
may reduce risk or future risk, but the categorised rating is already at its lowest level.

KEY TO SURVEY SCHEDULE
Risk Assessment

A timeframe is specified for determining the Likelihood of Failure. The inspection timeframe is the length
of time, usually in years, which is used to decide whether a specific failure is likely to occur.

Consequence

Risk Rating

Source of risk assessment: Dunster, Julian A, E. Thomas Smiley, Nelda Matheny, and Sharron Lilly. 2013. Tree Risk Assessment Manual. International Society of
Arboriculture

Occupancy Rate

Likelihood of
Failure

Likelihood of
Impact
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