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1.0 Introduc on 

This Heritage Impact Statement discusses works proposed by B R Architecture regarding 10 Hough Green, 
Chester and assesses the impact that the works could have on the historic asset. It will also include a Design 
and Access Statement for the same building. 

8 and 10 Hough Green are a pair of semi-detached houses located in the conserva on area of Curzon Park 
in the city of Chester. The building was originally built in the 1850s in a symmetrical ‘H’ shape and was 
intended to be two semi-detached homes, as they s ll remain today. The building is in the Victorian 
architectural style of Italianate, with many of the building’s original features s ll present and was built 
during a period where there was mass migra on of the middle-classes from the city to the suburbs. 8 and 
10 Hough Green is a Grade II Listed building and, despite not being the only Victorian Italianate style 
building on the road, is the only building on the road with listed status. 

This Heritage Impact Statement will examine the historical context of Chester’s suburbs and the rise of 
Italianate architecture during the Victorian era before analysing the historic significance of the building. In 
addi on to this, this report intends to analyse the proposed works and will include a Design and Access 
Statement which reviews the design and new access points of the proposed works. Finally, the report will 
conclude with sugges ons on how the works may impact the building’s historical value and the factors that 
gave the building its Grade II Listed designa on before sugges ng a preferred approach for the proposed 
works. 
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2.0 Historical context of 10 Hough Green, Chester 

2.1 Historical context of Chester, the Curzon Park area and 10 Hough Green 

Throughout history, Chester has been described as England’s gateway to North Wales, providing a key 
access point to this otherwise secluded area of Britain. Before train lines and more substan al roads were 
built, Hough Green was the main route from Chester to North Wales. 

Prior to the Victorian era, the city of Chester prospered, through many peaks and troughs, as a trading port. 
The nearby city of Liverpool had not yet established itself as the main port in the Northwest of England and 
in par cular the main port for trade with Ireland, and in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries Chester 
filled this role. Chester’s exports to Ireland included the products of lead mining, coal mining, brick and clay 
industries and it was o en said that this trading rela onship with Ireland was the core of Chester’s economy 
and industry. Many of the materials that were used for trade, such as bricks and clay, were from industries 
located on the outskirts of the city with the area of Hough Green being a major brick-making site. 

As Liverpool became a dominant port for England and the main avenue of the Bri sh Empire’s exports to 
the west throughout the Victorian period coupled with the serious decline in Chester’s manufacturing 
trades, meant that Chester lost its main trade traffic and therefore kick-started a significant phase of re-
development. The city of Chester’s popula on grew considerably throughout the Victorian age, with the 
popula on size at 23,029 in 1831 and had risen to 47,975 by 1901.  

The physical growth of the city was reflected in the development of the surrounding suburbs, with the 
emergence of the new middle-class areas such as Curzon Park in the 1840s and 1850s. The emigra on of 
middle-class people from city centre to suburbs was a common theme in Britain throughout the Victorian 
era, with ci es such as Edinburgh, Manchester and Liverpool experiencing a similar pa ern. Par cularly for 
the middle-class, the appeal of moving to the suburbs of an already built-up city meant housing on plots 
with vast space between and sizeable gardens. This went hand in hand with the advancement of transport 
and suburbs were healthier places to live compared to the dirty inner city. New developments such as 
Curzon Park were promoted as exclusive areas aimed at the upper classes, with detached or semi-detached 
villas located near large parks with tree-lined roads and space for gardens. The opening of the Grosvenor 
Bridge in 1832 and the introduc on of the Chester-Saltney railway prompted the development of Curzon 
Park in the late 1840s and was ini ally intended to a ract Liverpool’s wealthy merchants. In contrast to this, 
Chester’s wealthy merchants became the occupants of the new suburb.  

Within 150 years the area where Hough Green is located had been transformed from a brick-making site 
and key part of Chester’s booming trade to become a pres gious residen al area for Chester’s growing 
middle and upper classes. 

2.2 Historical context of Italianate Architecture 

With the Victorian era spanning more than sixty years, Victorian architectural style consisted of a variety of 
styles, including Gothic Revival, Neoclassical and Renaissance Revival.  During this period, Italianate 
architecture became a popular style of building in the United Kingdom, taking inspira on from sixteenth 
century Italian Renaissance architecture and typically deemed ar s cally picturesque. Typically built from 
wood clapboard or brick, Italianate homes were built on larger pieces of land than what was typical for the 

me, as the landscaping around the building was deemed important to create the various picturesque 
aspects of the design. Key characteris cs of Italianate architecture o en included decora ve entrances with 
columns or a por co, ornate bay windows, overhanging eaves, loggias, and buildings that were o en 
symmetrical. 

Italianate architectural features were also added to exis ng buildings to create the aesthe c on a range of 
architectural types for a variety of income levels. Due to the rise of mass produc on, Italianate architectural 



Heritage Impact Statement & Design and Access Statement 10 Hough Green, Chester 

5 
 

features were easily produced at an affordable price and were able to add a simplified version that took 
inspira on from the style but could be added on to any type of building. 
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3.0 Statement of Significance 

3.1 Listed Building Designa on 

Lis ng buildings of historical interest were first established in the Town and Country Planning Acts of 1944 
and 1947, ini ally to determine where a building should be preserved from demoli on if it had been 
damaged by bombing raids in the Second World War.  

8 and 10 Hough Green are a semi-detached suburban house with Grade II Listed Building status, given to 
the building in 1998 (see Appendix 1). Thought to have been built in the 1850s, the buildings have Flemish 
bond brown brick facades with cream stone headers. The buildings are of Italianate architectural style and 
were originally H-shaped. The building retains several of its original Italianate features, including an arched 
decora ve entrance, a mixture of narrow, arched and bay windows and a low-pitched roof.  

3.2 Curzon Park Conserva on Area 

The Curzon Park Conserva on Area consists of seven sub-areas: Hough Green, Grosvenor Road, Overleigh 
Road Cemetery, Curzon Park North, Westminster Avenue/Cavendish Road, Curzon Park South and Lache 
Lane (see Appendix 3 for a map of the conserva on area).  

A Characterisa on Study was conducted on behalf of Cheshire West and Chester Council in 2010 in order 
to help guide development in the city with accordance with its heritage and to help retain the historic 
features of the city and its surrounding suburbs. Within this document, Hough Green is described as the 
“key approach road to the City Centre, from the edge of the conserva on area to the roundabout” and is 
characterised by “large semi-detached and detached proper es, set well back from the edge of the street 
in large plots”. 

In 2015, Cheshire West and Chester council set out a Local Plan determining how the area should be 
developed over the next fi een years. Within this document, there are significant points made with regard 
to how development in conserva on areas and of listed buildings should be approached. The Local Plan 
focuses on the importance of safeguarding the character and se ngs of areas of significance, conserving 
listed buildings, and avoiding the loss or harm of their importance to the area’s heritage. However, in 
addi on to this, Cheshire West and Chester council emphasizes that enhancing a historically significant 
property is to be encouraged, providing it fits with the se ng and wider surroundings of the building. While 
there is li le detail about how this should be conducted, the plan does seem to encourage development of 
these buildings in order to secure their op mum viable use and to ensure that the buildings con nue to be 
used. The document uses the word ‘enhanced’ several mes throughout, highligh ng that conserva on 
areas are only to be developed in the interest of enhancing the character of the area and that loss or harm 
to their significance should be avoided. 

3.3 Analysing the asset’s significance 

Historic England’s report Statement of Heritage Significance: Analysing Significance in Heritage Assets 
published in 2019, outlines three principal interests that should be considered in order to assess the 
significance of a heritage asset. 

 3.3.1 Archaeological Interest 

Based on the history of the building and the reasoning for its Listed Building status, there is no 
evidence that shows the heritage asset holds archaeological interest. 

 3.3.2 Architectural and Ar s c Interest 

The Italianate architecture of 10 Hough Green is a large part of the building’s heritage asset and its 
listed building status. The building s ll holds several of its original features, some of which are 
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discussed in Sec on 3.1. However, past development on the property has altered some features 
that are cited in the original listed document from 1998. A garage which is a ached to the le  of 
the property alters the tradi onal and symmetrical ‘H’ shape of the building which was 
characteris c of Victorian Italianate architecture. In addi on to this, the materials used on the 
current extension of the property do not match the aesthe c look of the original building and 
therefore, hinders its architectural interest as it creates a non-cohesive architectural design. 
Despite this concern, many of the original features ar culate the construc on, cra smanship and 
design art of the original building.  

 3.3.3 Historic Interest 

The Victorian houses on Hough Green hold significant historic interest for the Curzon Park suburb 
due to the different style of architecture u lised within the building. The architectural style of 
Italianate indicates the type of residents that 10 Hough Green was originally intended for, and it 
shows the growing popularity of the middle-classes living in the suburbs. The fact that the building 
is the only one listed on the street despite being surrounded by houses built in a similar me period 
suggests that the building of 8 and 10 Hough Green holds historical significance, whether that is 
due to it possessing a larger historic interest than the others or because its condi on is similar to 
its original state is unclear. It is without doubt that the presence of 10 Hough Green is a reminder 
of the history of the Hough Green and Curzon Park area in addi on to showcasing the history of 
Chester as a city and the changes it undertook during the Victorian age. The building holds 
significant value with regard to the heritage se ng, which is key for Curzon Park’s Conserva on 
Area and previous works on the building have not disrupted this. The asset holds strong historic 
interest for those wan ng further knowledge on the middle-classes in Victorian Britain and the 
wave of migra on from city centres to the suburbs. 

 3.3.4 Summary of significance 

Using Historic England’s guidance on the significance of historic assets, it is evident that 10 Hough 
Green is a heritage asset with historic and architectural interest and is valuable to the Curzon Park 
Conserva on Area. While the property lacks archaeological interest, it scores strongly in two out 
of three of the principal interests and therefore, it is important that these values are considered 
throughout any proposed works. Therefore, maintaining the heritage se ng and wider 
surroundings of the property is deemed impera ve for any proposed works. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Heritage Impact Statement & Design and Access Statement 10 Hough Green, Chester 

8 
 

4.0 Proposed works and Design and Access Statement 

4.1 Proposed Works 

The proposed works sec on is based and draws on the architectural drawings from B R Architecture which 
can be found in Appendix 4. 

The proposed works for 10 Hough Green are an extension to the west of the building surrounding the 
previously added garage including new white/grey facing brick for the exis ng garage building. The new 
extension will include a master bedroom, ensuite and dressing room on the first floor, a large kitchen space 
on the lower ground floor and a swimming pool built into the basement level.  

The proposed external materials include white/grey facing brick for the exis ng garage building and for the 
ground and lower ground level of the new extension, a VMZINC flat lock panel cladding called ‘Pigmento 
Red’ for the first-floor extension, light grey powder coated aluminium for the windows and doors of the 
new extension and a frameless glass balustrade for the surrounding of the pa o located on the lower 
ground floor. The original part of the building is rela vely untouched, apart from where the new extension 
will connect to the original 1850s exterior. 

4.2 Design of the Proposed Works 

The ceiling height of the extension will meet the ceiling height of the first floor of the original building, the 
roof on the extension will be flat. The extension will protrude slightly further than the original building from 
the north eleva on but will be flush with the exis ng extension from the south eleva on, which is slightly 
set back from the original building. On the east eleva on, level with the original building’s basement floor, 
there will be an extension that protrudes considerably into the garden below the pa o on the lower ground 
floor.  

The north eleva on will include bi-fold doors at the lower ground level to enter the kitchen with a large 
eight-pane window above the doors. There will also be tall four-pane windows on the first floor. The south 
eleva on will include an eighteen-pane window on the first floor and a new garage door on the ground 
floor. The west eleva on will include four small windows, two on the first floor, one on the ground floor and 
one on lower ground floor, with a door on the lower ground floor level with the stairs which lead down the 
side of the property from the front driveway to the back garden. On the east eleva on, there will be sliding 
glass doors covering almost the en rety of the east eleva on part of the extension. A glass balustrade will 
sec on off the lower ground floor pa o from the pa o on the basement level. 

4.3 Current Use of the Building 

The building is currently used as a single dwelling.  

4.4 Access of the Proposed Works 

There are no changes for access to the building on the front of the property. The current access of the lower 
ground floor from the rear of the property will not be in use a er the proposed works. A new access will 
be inpu ed on the lower ground floor level with the stairs that run down the west side of the building. In 
addi on to this, there will be access through the bi-folding doors that lead onto the pa o on the lower 
ground floor as well as through the sliding doors at the basement level. Two new staircases will be added 
as part of the extension for access from the lower ground floor pa o to the garden level and to the 
basement level. External vehicular access is unchanged, with no change to the interior of the exis ng garage 
space.  
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4.5 Appearance of the Proposed Works 

The extension has been carefully planned to compliment the original building. This has been achieved 
through the right choice of materials which emulate the colours and textures of the original building.  
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5.0 Impact of proposed works on the historic asset 

5.1 Impact of proposed works on the historic asset 

When discussing advice for building extensions on Grade Listed buildings, Historic England stress the 
importance of understanding how the extension would alter its surroundings and its se ng. The se ng of 
10 Hough Green is important as historic value a ached to the houses built in the suburbs of Chester in the 
1850s revolves around the surroundings of the house as well as the architectural features of the building 
itself. Long, spacious gardens are a key feature of these middle-class suburb houses in this period in addi on 
to the houses being built set back from a road lined with trees. To avoid damaging the asset’s se ng, the 
surroundings should remain minimally changed, therefore the extension to 10 Hough Green should prevent 
this as much as possible. 

Historic England state that a new extension “should not dominate a historic building” so as not to interfere 
with its historic character. In order to achieve this, any extensions should not exceed the height of the 
original building or overly exceed the width or length of the original building. In addi on to this, an 
extension should not cover the historic characteris cs of the building. As the original front side of 10 Hough 
Green holds its historic character, extensions should avoid covering this part of the building.  

It is evident that any damage of the original building by the proposed works is minimal and is limited to one 
area; the west side of the property, which has already been altered with an extension by previous owners. 
The extension should not interfere with the front exterior of the property, which holds the listed 
designa on’s historic character, and also should not dominate the original 1850s part of the property. 

5.2 Preferred approach for proposed works 

Considering the impact of the proposed works of 10 Hough Green, it is evident that some considera on 
should be given to building an extension to the property. In order to reduce the impact of the extension on 
the historic asset, the preferred approach is that the extension is confined to the west side and the rear of 
the building. As the main concern is rela ng to the damage to the building’s character and its se ng, 
ensuring the extension does not interfere with the front of the original building will alleviate the damage 
and ensure that the key features of the building, including the arched decora ve entrance, the arched and 
bay windows and the low-pitched roof. Despite the building’s listed entry sta ng that the symmetric ‘H’ 
shape of the building is part of the key original features of the architectural style, retaining this feature is 
no longer possible due to the previous extension of the one floor garage, therefore this is no longer a 
concern.  

It is important that buildings within conserva on areas are s ll part of living communi es and must be able 
to change over me. The character of Curzon Park’s Conserva on Area is based on a mix of architectural 
styles, with these styles varying from Victorian to post-Second World War. With this in mind, works within 
the conserva on area are deemed acceptable, so long as the development is sympathe c to the 
architectural and aesthe c features of the building and area. In order to achieve this, it is important that 
the materials used blend well with the original building. As the current extension is not part of the original 
building, altera ons to this can be made or the garage can be part of the extension so long as it fits within 
the building’s character. 

On the whole, any proposed developments made to 10 Hough Green should offer minimal, if any, damage 
to the Italianate architectural style of the original building and to its se ng.  
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6.0 Conclusions 

The heritage asset of 10 Hough Green has a historic significance within the Curzon Park Conserva on Area 
and holds architectural value for the Italianate style made popular in the Victorian era.  In order to retain 
the character of this asset, it is important that the Italianate features of the original building remain largely 
untouched. The proposed works of building an extension to the side of the original house should not impact 
the way in which the property contributes to the character of the Curzon Park Conserva on Area, partly 
because the conserva on area holds a variety of architectural styles which showcase the change of 
architecture in the suburbs over the years, but also because the extension will not impact the Italianate 
features of the original building. It is important for conserva on areas to be lived in communi es and not 
forced to live in the past and, therefore, development is encouraged by Chester West and Cheshire council 
within their Local Plan, as long as the development enhances the livability of the property and does not 
ruin the se ng of the building.  

As the proposed works specify, the extension is an addi on to a previously built extension. The materials 
used have been carefully selected to ensure the con nuity of the original 1850s building with the new 
extension as well as ensuring the current extension matches the original building be er. Whilst it could be 
a concern that the extension will be built onto the side of the original building, the historical characteris cs 
of the original property are solely focused on the front of the building and do not involve the side to which 
the extension will be a ached. The building’s listed status also revolves around the front exterior of the 
building, further highligh ng this. In addi on to this, the extension will not dominate the heritage asset, 
ensuring that the original character of the building is the main focal point of the property.  

To summarize, it is clear that the extension of 10 Hough Green will not interfere with the Italianate front 
exterior of the building which is the property’s key heritage asset and therefore should not create any 
significant or unnecessary damage to the historic nature of the property. 
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Appendices 

Appendix 1: Grade II Lis ng Designa on Entry 

Document taken from h ps://historicengland.org.uk/lis ng/the-list/. 
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Appendix 2: Historic England’s Map of 8 and 10 Hough Green 

The map shows 8 and 10 Hough Green and its surroundings. 

Map taken from h ps://historicengland.org.uk/lis ng/the-list/. 
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Appendix 3: Map of Curzon Park’s Conserva on Area 

Map taken from Sec on 5.9 R. Curzon Park of the Chester Characterisa on Study: Final Report, which can 
be found at h ps://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/your-council/policies-and-performance/council-
plans-policies-and-strategies/planning-policy/chester-characterisa on-study.  
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Appendix 4: Proposed work drawings 

Planning Drawings from B R Architecture showing the proposed works on the building. 
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